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MEMORANDUM 
 

TO:  Members of the Committee on Small Business 
 
FROM: Committee Majority Staff 
 
DATE: May 29, 2026 
 
RE: Full Committee Hearing Titled: “Restoring America’s Industrial Base: The Role of 

Small Businesses in National Security” 
 
 
On Wednesday, June 3, 2026, at 10:00 AM ET, the House Committee on Small Business will 
hold a hearing titled “Restoring America’s Industrial Base: The Role of Small Businesses in 
National Security.” The meeting will convene in Room 2360 of the Rayburn House Office 
Building. The purpose of this hearing is to examine the critical role small businesses play in 
restoring and strengthening the American DIB through their contributions in innovation, critical 
technology development, and support for national security. The hearing will highlight federal 
pathways and resources that enable small business participation in the defense industrial base. 
 
I. Witnesses 

• Moshe Schwartz, Senior Fellow for Acquisition Policy, National Defense 
Industrial Association 

• Daniel Jaworowski, President & Chief Operating Officer, Infinity Systems 
Engineering LLC 

• Anthony Closson, Founder & Chief Executive Officer, Colossal Contracting 
LLC 

• Angela Dingle, President & Chief Executive Officer, Women Impacting Public 
Policy 
 

II. Background 
 
The defense industrial base (DIB) “encompasses all organizations and facilities that provide the 
Department of War (DoW) with materials, products, and services.”1 Small businesses have long 
played a key role in the United States DIB by providing critical innovation and specialized 
expertise, and by helping to create and support advanced technologies. The Small Business Act of 

 
1 ALEXANDRA G. NEENAN, CONG. RESEARCH SER., IFI0548, DEFENSE PRIMER: U.S. DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL BASE, 1 
(Dec. 15, 2025). 
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1953, in addition to establishing the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), recognized small 
businesses as essential not only to America’s economic well-being but also to national security.2 
Indeed, small businesses are a strategic force and are foundational to DIB resilience. 
 
The agility and ability of small businesses to adapt quickly to evolving national security challenges 
make them a critical part of America’s defense capabilities. Today, many programs, like the Small 
Business Innovation Research (SBIR) program, continue to demonstrate how small firms rapidly 
develop and commercialize emerging technologies in areas like artificial intelligence, 
cybersecurity, advanced manufacturing, and space systems.3 Another key pathway through which 
small businesses enter the DIB is federal contracting opportunities. The SBA certifies small 
businesses through programs that create dedicated contracting opportunities, broadening the base 
of firms competing in the defense marketplace.4 By broadening the supplier base and reducing 
reliance on a limited number of large contractors, small businesses help mitigate vulnerabilities 
and strengthen long-term industrial stability. Through contracting, subcontracting, and public-
private partnerships, small business participation supports economic growth, job creation, and 
domestic production capacity in strategic sectors. 
 
The Trump Administration has advanced a series of policies intended to strengthen small business 
participation in the DIB by reducing regulatory burdens, modernizing procurement processes, and 
expanding access to federal contracting opportunities. These efforts include reforms to the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (FAR), as well as support for preserving small business contracting 
opportunities through the “Rule of Two.”5 Additional initiatives have focused on strengthening 
oversight of small business contracting programs to address fraud and ensure program integrity. 
Collectively, these policies and reforms are intended to expand small business participation, 
strengthen domestic industrial capacity, and enhance the long-term resilience of America’s DIB. 
 
III. Conclusion 
 
Small businesses remain an essential component of America’s DIB, contributing the innovation, 
agility, and specialized capabilities necessary to meet evolving national security demands. Small 
business participation strengthens supply chain resilience, expands domestic production, and 
fosters competition that drives technological advancement across critical defense sectors. Without 
robust small business engagement, the DIB risks becoming increasingly vulnerable. 
 
As policymakers continue to modernize procurement systems, ensuring small businesses can 
effectively compete and contribute to the DIB will remain essential. Small businesses must not 
only be included but actively empowered to succeed on a level playing field. By sustaining strong 
and competitive small business participation, the United States can ensure the DIB remains 
resilient, innovative, and fully aligned with the nation’s long-term strategic advantage. 

 
2 Small Business Act of 1953, Pub. L. No. 83-163, 67 Stat. 232 (1953); 15 U.S.C. § 631(a) (2024). 
3 Impact, Am Seed Fund & U.S. Small Bus. Admin, https://www.sbir.gov/impact (last visited May 27, 2026). 
4 Contracting assistance programs, U.S. Small Bus. Admin., Contracting assistance programs, 
https://www.sba.gov/federal-contracting/contracting-assistance-programs (last visited May 27, 2026). 
5 Exec. Order No. 14275, 90 Fed. Reg. 16447 (Apr. 15, 2025). 
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