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Dugon, lost to an overdose

Written Testimony for the Congressional Hearing on the SACKLER Act

"You won't believe how committed | am to make OxyContin a huge success,” Richard
Sackler wrote in a May 29, 1999 email. "It is almost that | dedicated my life to it. After the
initial launch phase, | will have to catch up with my private life again.”

Next week will commemorate the 7th year since | lost my precious firstborn son, Jeff to a
heroin overdose on August 5, 2014. The call came from my son while | was overseeing a
concrete pour for a federal building at Fort Meade. | never answer my phone at work, but my
sons also never call me during the work day - partly because they also work, but also because
they know how seriously | have always taken my job. | knew he would only call if it was an
emergency, so | answered the phone. The signal was weak, there was static, there were
concrete trucks and construction noises in the background, so | pushed my phone close to my
ear and | heard him screaming, “come home mom, come home. Jeff is dead.”

Eleven years before that, | was attending Jeff’s first football game of his junior year. There was
the huddle, a whistle blown, pushing on the line, a circle of players and refs on the field,
parents standing to try and see who was down and then a coach waving to me. | rushed down
to the field and Jeff was rolling on his back with his knee pulled to his chest, crying in both
agony and furor. He knew that first game was the end of his season.

Jeff was also a wrestler and was determined to wrestle that season. We took him to the best
orthopedic in town. The doctor said there was a very slim chance Jeff could wrestle that year. It
would take surgery, extensive physical therapy and oxycontin to manage his pain.

1

https://www.statnews.com/2019/02/22/a-secretive-billionaires-role-in-promoting-oxycontin-emerges-in-ne
w-documents/
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Oxycontin every 4-6 hours, as the doctor put it, “take it even if you don't feel pain, because it'll
be important to stay ahead of the pain.” | too would remind Jeff to take those pills.

This was 2003. There were no headlines about overdose deaths at that time. A national crisis
was brewing, but we were oblivious. There was no education about the addictive qualities of
oxycontin. There was no warning that | should be concerned or that Jeff should be careful. No
one told me that it might be hard for Jeff to stop taking those pills. No one told Jeff either.

| glanced at a picture of our family in a frame in our living room the other day from when Jeff
was alive. Everyone was smiling normally, Jeff had a wide-open comical smile on his face. He
was the class clown AND the family clown.

*I'll never see his smile again,” | thought to myself and folded over in pain. I've been grieving his
loss for 7 years and yet, the reality still hits me like this at odd times, like fresh news, like a
punch in the gut that makes you want to curl up in a ball on the floor and cry until you can't cry
anymore.

| lost Jeff in August of 2014. I'm a licensed engineer, | had twenty-five years’ experience in the
engineering and construction industry at that point with a triple digit salary. | walked away
from it all, with no income to start an organization called Truth Pharm 6 months after losing
Jeff with the sole purpose of creating change. | wake, eat, sleep and dream around this issue. |
work countless hours, | have almost no social or personal life. Even my other two sons’ grief has
not been addressed by me in the way that it should have. | have been obsessed with this one
issue. | can echo Richard Sackler in this regard, “it's as if I've dedicated my life to it” and
perhaps when we've slowed the tide of overdose deaths, | too “can get back to my private life
again.”

I've told Jeff's story more times than | can count. Jeff’s life and story is important to me and all
those who loved him, but his story alone is not enough to impact policy, laws or reform. | don't
expect you to care about him. But the fact that Jeff is among 930,000” other people who have
died of an overdose since 1999 certainly should be enough to create reform. And it's important
to know, this is not the only cause of death related to this issue, there’s HEP C, HIV,
endocarditis, sepsis and the list goes on. Some estimate the total death toll at nearly triple the
overdose fatality count.

2 https://www.cdc.gov/drugoverdose/deaths/index.html

Page 3 of 109



In 2001, when a federal prosecutor reported 59 OxyContin overdose deaths in one state,
Richard wrote in an email to Purdue executives: "This is not too bad. It could have been far
worse.”

And while | could launch into potential solutions to slow the tide of deaths down, our country is
somehow still struggling with holding the perpetrators accountable.

| grew up in a family of strong women who set an example of voting, working at the polls,
being on the PTA, running for town boards and being active members of political committees.
My grandmother was mostly immobile the last 10 years of her life, and still wrote op-eds from
her nursing home bed. | bring this up to mention that | grew up in a family who believed in our
government, in our governmental processes, who taught me that if you wanted change, there
were ways to create it and it is your responsibility.

What my family did not teach me, and what has been the most frustrating and painful lesson is
the power of corporations, the rich people who benefit from them and the governmental
representatives who protect them even at the cost of millions of American lives.

We have laws in this country to teach “personal accountability” no matter how petty a crime is.
In fact, we even criminalize the illness of addiction even though we know the very definition of
addiction is to continue using a substance despite negative consequences and despite the fact
that incarceration increases a person’s risk of a fatal overdose by 4o times for the first two
weeks post release*. This massive War on Drugs has done nothing other than perpetuate harm,
cause massive human loss and decimate communities of color. | know a black man who spent 6
years behind bars for having 4 baggies of heroin in his pocket for his own personal use. In June,
we held a rally for a 22 year old boy who died from medical neglect in jail. His original charges
were criminal possession 7th. For those who don’t know, that's the lowest level criminal drug
possession charge possible and could be as little as an empty baggie with residue on it, and he
died in a jail cell for it.

3

https://www.wsj.com/articles/purdue-pharma-family-had-heavy-hand-in-opioid-marketing-complaint-says-1
1547600253
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https://ajph.aphapublications.org/doi/10.2105/AJPH.2018.304514?fbclid=IwAR1PrxKBwoJz0edsNhvvusi
DMbkjLeS4QbZLWWTOKw7PXj7bevffVvSyM_Y&
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"These are criminals, why should they be entitled to our sympathies?” a Richard Sackler
email quote.®

In 2012, 259 million prescriptions were written for opioids, which was more than enough to
give every American adult their own bottle of pills, but we’ve seen no “intent to sell,” no drug
distribution and no incarceration for the dealers of those pills.

Sackler wasn't satisfied with Purdue Pharma's sales in 2011, the documents allege. "After
one week of prescriptions doubled Purdue’s forecast, Richard [Sackler] wrote to the sales
staff: 'l had hoped for better results.”

And the thing we know the Sacklers cared about all along - amassing wealth - has been
protected. Amassing wealth even at the expense of lowering life expectancy for all adults in
the United States for the first time in 5o years beginning in 20167, even at the expense of
causing overdose to become THE leading cause of death for anyone 55 and under?, even at the
expense of taking my vibrant son from me, even at the expense of hundreds of thousands of
other families facing the same excruciating loss, even at the expense of creating a generation
of children who will grow up without parents.

With the realities of addiction and overdose becoming apparent, Richard suggested
blaming the patients rather than the company’s drug. "[W]e have to hammer on the
abusers in every way possible,” he wrote in a confidential email. "They are the culprits and
the problem. They are reckless criminals.”™

In 2018, Richard Sackler obtained a patent for a medication that can be used to treat opioid
addiction. The patent application notes the addictiveness of opioids.*

5
https://www.wsj.com/articles/purdue-pharma-family-had-heavy-hand-in-opioid-marketing-complaint-says-1
1547600253

5 https://www.wbur.org/news/2019/01/15/healey-purdue-oxycontin-sacklers-unredacted-complaint
7

https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2016/12/08/504667607/life-expectancy-in-u-s-drops-for-first-tim
e-in-decades-report-finds

8 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2018/11/29/upshot/fentanyl-drug-overdose-deaths.html

9

https://arstechnica.com/science/2019/01/family-behind-oxycontin-called-addicts-criminals-while-pushing-p
ills/
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https://arstechnica.com/science/2019/01/family-behind-oxycontin-called-addicts-criminals-while-pushing-p
ills/
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| watched a congressional hearing about the Sacklers in December, at which, for the first time,
a few members of the Sackler family testified publicly. | watched elected officials from both
sides of the aisle say, the Sacklers are the most evil family in America. | watched and gathered
hope that the mass destruction caused by this family was being exposed in a way that our
lawmakers would get to work on ensuring a plan of accountability.

Based on the research of countless scholars, infectious disease experts, scientists,
epidemiologists, pharmacists, doctors, lawyers, lawmakers, individuals and States Attorney
Generals’ ability to have thousands of pages of documents revealed, there is no question that
the Sackler Family purposefully set out to make a profit from a product they knew would cause
great harm.

Kaiko told Richard Sackler that he was “very concerned” by the idea of selling OxyContin
as an uncontrolled drug. "[O]xycodone containing products are still among the most
abused opioids in the US,” Kaiko wrote. "If OxyContin is uncontrolled... it is highly likely
that it will eventually be abused.”

Richard responded to Kaiko, asking, "How substantially would it improve your sales?”**

Somehow, after all of this, the Sacklers are free from the effects of the Drug War, they walk
away unscathed, uncharged for mass murder, unaccountable as architects of death and
destruction. They have changed and impacted our country for generations and somehow, they
even get to keep the money they accumulated as a result of it.

Truth Pharm memorializes lives lost to substance use in the Southern Tier of New York through
an event, the Trail of Truth, each year. Over the course of 6 years, the list of those we
memorialize has grown to over 150 who left behind over 100 children, 300 parents and
countless siblings. 70% of the people we memorialize at our event had spent time behind bars
during the course of their addiction. At this event, | watch children huddle around their parent’s
hand-painted symbolic tombstone for pictures, | see mothers sit in a fetal position at their
child’s tombstone and hundreds of community members come out to collectively grieve.

1"

https://arstechnica.com/science/2019/01/family-behind-oxycontin-called-addicts-criminals-while-pushing-p
ills/
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Over the course the 6 years Truth Pharm has been in existence, the Sacklers' personal wealth
continued to grow with $3 billion in Oxycontin sales per year*>. New York State’s Attorney
General, Letitia James, has shown that the Sacklers’ purposefully withdrew $10 billion dollars
from Purdue Pharma to protect their wealth from forthcoming lawsuits, that number has
grown now to over $11 billion and some say that estimate is low.

And these slippery suckers found a way to not only suck this wealth off the top of the
corporation, they have now found a way to protect the wealth they amassed on the graves of
our kids - a little loophole called non-debtors release. As one mom said to me in a message,
“here’s a picture of the Sacklers on vacation. | was burying my son while they were
vacationing.”

It is not for personal gain that | sit here today. Certainly you know, those of us who have lost
loved ones will not even get a settlement to pay for the funerals of our sons and daughters. I'm
sitting here today with the immense responsibility of showing you the pain of one grieving
parent attempting to represent the pain of millions of grieving parents to sway policy and that
responsibility is beyond overwhelming. The only comfort | have, is that you also bear that
incredible responsibility, to find some way to work towards correcting this injustice. Are you
here to protect and serve the American people or are you here to protect and serve only the
wealthiest Americans? While Jeff can’t be returned to me, nor any of the other lives lost, what
we can do is close the loophole that is allowing the Sacklers and others to profit from the death
and destruction they have caused. And that is not only my request to you today, but the
request of the thousands of individuals and families that | have met, consoled and heard from
over the past 7 years.

12

https://www.forbes.com/sites/alexmorrell/2015/07/01/the-oxycontin-clan-the-14-billion-newcomer-to-forbes
-2015-list-of-richest-u-s-families/?sh=38e142b775e0
13

https://lawandcrime.com/high-profile/ny-ag-tears-into-sackler-family-over-illegal-transfer-of-10-billion-into-f
amily-trust-funds-and-bank-accounts/
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M Gma" Alexis Pleus, Executive Director, Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>

Suckler bankruptcy testimony
1 message

Kathy Rainmaker <kathys.rainmaker@gmail.com> Mon, Jul 26, 2021 at 9:48 PM
To: "Alexis Pleus, Executive Director, Truth Pharm" <truthpharm@gmail.com>

The Sackler family has made an impact in our little area of NY. Not the impact they hope for, not the impact that
puts their names in museums or has them leading fashion shows. Our small town has lost hundreds of people
due to their negligence. One family and their lust for power has single handly interrupted, paused and ended
lives, families and communities.

In 2000 to 2006 we saw a large jump in diagnoses of chronic pain, that the Sackler family had the miracle cure
for. OxyContin. The part of the picture that you need to also see is that people who suffered from chronic pain
are also people who had families and history. While the doctor that my step father saw diagnosed herniated
discs in his spine he also prescribed a large dose of OxyContin. See Roger was a big man, about 6 foot 4 so
he would need to stay on top of his pain. Take the pills every 4-6 hours. Roger’s doctor didn’t seem to know
that this was a dangerous game. He knew Roger had a history of Substance Use Disorder, but he had been in
recovery for several years. So the doctor never relayed to him or my mom or me what may and very clearly did
happen. We didn’t have a warning that he would have so many pills prescribed to him that my mother would
find her husband unresponsive about a year later. We also didn’t have a warning that these pills that made
Roger comfortable would have a ripple effect.

| was a young mother of 2 boys, Joshua who was 5 at the time and Nathaniel who was 3. Jason, their father,
wasn’t a part of our lives in the traditional sense. We were not in a relationship at this point but you wouldn’t
know that by our family. Jason spent every evening after work at my home with our children. He played with
them, cuddled them ,read to them and tried with all of his heart to show them who they could grow up to be.
Jason started to have some back pain. He was also a tall man and had done a lot of manual labor when he
was younger and had some chronic pain. Roger saw that Jason was in pain and gave him some of his
medicine to make life easier for him. Remember that ripple effect we were never told about? They started to
form here. Jason became distant and didn’t spend all of his free time with his boys anymore, Roger seemed to
just fall asleep when he was at his computer. As Jason drifted away | found someone who | cared about and
wanted to share my life with. My StepFather really seemed to like him. Jason seemed to never be around and
when he was he didn’t feel well or he always seemed ashamed. Roger was not doing well, he fell and broke
both of his legs. Mike helped out and when | was at my parents house | would see Jason sometimes but he did
not have time for the boys.

See that ripple grew, now it didn’t just encase my step father and mother, it now encased me and Jason and
then it swallowed my boys.

The loving father was swept away, they didn’'t see him much after 2006. The Dad who would come over to read
never saw his boys play a sport, never saw them get ready for school, never helped them with their tie before a
dance, never taught them to shake a man’s hand. He missed the Wrestling Banquets and Football games. He
missed the lacrosse field at night. He missed the little boys climbing trees (and falling out of them). The
hardest part of the life given to us courtesy of the Sackler Family is their father disappeared. The man they
looked at with love and admiration left the state. He couldn’t deal with who he was and how he let them down.
He felt that his boys would be better off without him, after all he was a “junkie”.

While their family enjoyed trips around the world, | held little boys while they cried. Don’t misunderstand, my life
and the lives of my children would not have held the glamour that is held by that family. We are from a small
town, we work hard, we take care of each other and we are content and happy with just those things. So while
my family lost a grandfather and father, they continued to collect payment for what they created.

| can’'t walk away from legal charges under the cover of a company, neither should they. | couldn’t look at my
little boys faces if | had played any part of this. My boys are now 21 and 18. Adults who work hard, volunteer in
their community, help with their younger sister and love their Momma fiercely. They don’t feel that way about
their Dad. He apologizes the few times they have spoken. He stills feels guilt and pain about leaving his
children. | was angry for a long time, he abandoned us. Then | learned what Richard Sackler knew. Opioids
high jack your brain, they take over the judgement center, they become part of your primordial brain, they
replace nurturing, food and sex. Richard knew what he had created. He was going to unleash a “blizzard of
prescriptions”. Richard knew exactly what he had. He hired a larger sales force. He made concerted effort to
market OxyContin. | didn’t know then but | do now.
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If you let the Sackler family walk away with personal fortune intact, if you let them leave these law suits with out
a huge personal loss it would set a dangerous prescient. It says that American people have no value, that we
are all only here in this country to stasify the few rich men in power. It says that my children did not deserve a
happy family. That Alexis didn’t deserve the chance to have dinner with her son, Jeff. That Corky didn’t
deserve the joy of running errands with her Johnny. That Christine doesn’t deserve the joy of seeing her son
with his children all happy. That Jessica, Laurie and Melanie don’t deserve the peace of talking to their Jason.
That Ralph didn’t deserve the beautiful smile and humor of his son Aaron or his son Corey. That Latoya doesn’t
deserve to have her Mom wash her hair and play with her grand babies. That Katie doesn’t deserve to have
her brother over for dinner to laugh with. That Amy doesn’t deserve family dinner on Wednesday night with her
girls. That Jackie doesn’t deserve to have her brother Rob steal her Ring Dings. That Irene doesn’t deserve to
have the joy of watching her daughter raise her grand babies. That Celeste doesn’t deserve the peace of
watching her boys become men and lead beautiful lives. That Shelley doesn’t deserve the opportunity to walk
in her son CJ’s room to talk about his day. | could continue on, these are all real people. These are all people
who loved their babies and wanted to live simple, happy lives. They didn’'t have a plan to make millions of
dollars at the expense of lives.

If you let the Sacklers leave this unscathed you have reinforced that we are all expendable in the name of
someone’s fortune.
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M Gma" Alexis Pleus, Executive Director, Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>

Congressional Hearing regarding "The Sacker Act"
1 message

Deb Wilcox <debonaireangel@gmail.com> Mon, Jul 26, 2021 at 7:36 PM
To: Truthpharm@gmail.com
Cc: Deborah Wilcox <debonaireangel@gmail.com>

Gary & Debby Wilcox

Son Kevin Wilcox

2007

Impacted: Loss of Freedom - Incarcerated

Filed a Purdue Pharma Suit

Kevin has suffered so much pain and suffering, loss of relationships, careers, loss of vehicle, insurance, little to
no treatment available, he desperately wanted to recover and live the American Dream to have a career, a wife
and children. These dreams were shattered when the system knowingly failed him. He was on Saboxtone and
due to understaffing at the facility prescribing this medication, they allowed him to go without Saboxtone for over
two weeks.

A young man Kevin Wilcox is spending 5 years in prison for a car accident. He was prescribed Oxycontin for
pain while dealing with Myrsa. Addiction too hold and ruined his life. He seeked treatment. only to find a system
plagued with condemnation and prejudice. He found doctors that either did not care, or were unprepared to
deliver adequate treatment. Clinics had rules requiring sobriety and waiting periods before treatment could
begin. These waiting periods were filled with visits to street doctors as in drug dealers. Falling through the
systems cracks led to self treatment. His family agonized for days at a time, while he spent days not eating,
shivering, and vomiting in the tub. Dreams were dashed,

careers put on hold, and lives lost while the perpetrators of this crime the Sackler Family bathed in ill-

gotten gains and wealth. That family made poison to be prescribed to {victims of their greed}. Alexis is here in
front of you today to drive home the need for punishment, not the victims, but to the perpetrators "The Sackler
Family".
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M Gma" Alexis Pleus, Executive Director, Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>

Sacklers
1 message

Corky Clark <newyears201665@gmail.com> Mon, Jul 26, 2021 at 6:50 PM
To: TruthPharm@gmail.com

I'm a proud Rainmaker with Truth Pharm tho getting here was a sad n tragic way to belong to an organization.
Yet this organization this family under the love n leadership of Alexis Pleus took.our broken hearts n hands n
pulled us up to fight for loved ones lost to our lives. My son Johnny.a beautiful son..father .brother ..uncle lost his
life because of this pill that was supposed to help his neck pain from an operation n led him straight down the
road to hell. This "safe" drug murdered my son n so many others if u could see n | have .Rainmakers in TP have
, the vacant sad eyes n broken hearts n dreams of people who have lost their loved ones to death or still
suffering a way of life that isn't life..it's hell. To live a life with n for money n no care of the lives they have
destroyed n still do.. justice needs to be taken for our precious children n parents etc . Money will never fill that
hole Sacklers dug but to live with no empathy n cry bankruptcy. Shame on them. May our loved ones be
justified.ty. Corky Clark .Binghamton.Ny. a broken Mom.
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Alexis,

Thank you for offering to convey my statement to the Congressional Committee you are testifying in front of.
I am a bit disappointed that | have less than a full day to put this together, and frankly given that it is a heavy
lift each time I do this, | am tempted to decline. | myself testified before Congresswoman Maloney's
Committee (Subcommittee?), so if this is the same committee they have heard me tell my story. | will
provide you with a brief statement and you can attach to your testimony if that is OK. Thanks.

My name is Peter W. Jackson, and | live in Prairie Grove lllinois. In August of 2006, almost 15 years ago, we
lost our wonderful 18 year-old daughter Emily to a single OxyContin pill. The pill was from a prescription
written for Emily’s late uncle who had just died of cancer. The pill was offered to Emily by her cousin, who
knew what it was and suggested that Emily try it. Though the prescription was not her own, | have always
believed that it is the aggressive and deceitful manner in which OxyContin was pushed on the American
public by Purdue Pharma that made OxyContin a well-known drug of choice for non-medical use. Purdue
and its owners bear a large share of culpability for the raging epidemic of death and addiction that has taken
place since the drug was approved. The more | learn about this company and its owners the Sacklers, the
more strongly | feel about their responsibility for causing the opioid epidemic.

My daughter was diagnosed with thyroid cancer when she was only thirteen and she had to go through
three surgeries to remove lymph nodes from her neck during her high school years. From this experience
she developed an anxiety disorder. She was a very upbeat person on the outside, but on the inside she had
some difficulties. She was in and out of hospitals, doctors’ and therapists’ offices for four years before she
died. Itis not difficult to understand why someone in her fragile emotional and physical state might not see
the downside to trying a drug - albeit one pill - that was prescribed by a doctor for her uncle. The
OxyContin was picked out of a gallon ziploc bag full of pill vials,because her cousin knew what it was. This
drug was not marketed or prescribed like the lethal drug that it is, rather it was doled out like candy because
Purdue and their owners duped FDA and the medical profession as to its true danger.

I filed a claim in the Purdue Pharma bankruptcy case, but | requested zero dollars. What | did request was
injunctive relief: 1) to prohibit settlement money from the future sale of OxyContin, a thoroughly
disgusting and offensive idea; 2) to require public disclosure of ALL Purdue Pharma documents including
all documents that illuminate the financial and operational relationship between the Sacklers and
Purdue; and 3) to limit the existing reckless labeling of Purdue’s addictive drug, OxyContin to (a) severe
pain expected to last less than three (3) months, (b) active cancer patients, and (c) palliative and
end-of-life patients. | do not want their stinking money.

Bankruptcy is not for the rich, it is for the destitute. As non-debtors, the Sacklers are not even a part of the
bankruptcy proceeding. For these reasons, they should not be shielded from justice.

Emily provided the “bounce” in our family, she was full of joy despite her serious challenges. She died just

three days before her first day in college, her whole life ahead of her. Our family will never be the same -
we are forever broken.
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M Gma" Alexis Pleus, Executive Director, Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>

My sons journey into hell

Robin D'angelo <robind36dangelo@yahoo.com> Mon, Jul 26, 2021 at 2:38 PM
To: truthpharm@gmail.com

Download full resolution images
Available until Aug 25, 2021

Good afternoon my name is Robin D’Angelo my son Salvatore suffers from SUD. He received his script in college after he
broke a bone and boy the nightmare of addiction hit our family hard. He was a beautiful boy was on lower merino
basketball team and had a beautiful full life.. We like many parents sent him off to college proud but he came back an
addict and we had to pull him from college to go to rehab and that's another nightmare my family faced. He got caught up
in the Florida shuffle where they used his insurance as a black card.. The fl shuffle is where body brokers use these kids
to line their pockets while keeping them high so my son never found true recovery but at least those ppl are going to jail.
Addiction is a nightmare | watch my son dying while the SACKLERS will be let off the hook for the lies they told. | blame
the SACKLERS cause if it wasn’t for them my son would of never been caught up in the fl shuffle, we suffered
financially,emotionally and physically.. As a mom, | feel like a failure the whole system that was to protect us lied and now
this family will be protected. WHO PROTECTED MY SON NO ONE AND TO LET THE SACKERS WALK IS ANOTHER
SLAP IN OUR FACES.. | had to narcan my son the PTSD IS OVERWHELMING at times.. I'm raising my two
grandchildren now.. My son still out there dying while the bankruptcy court will protect the SACKLERS.. It's not right they
are throwing crumbs at the victims while still eating steak, another slap to the victims.. Please do not let them get away w
this. We as parents need justice and for me and my family that means jail.. I'm not suing the SACKLERS cause | don’t
want the crumbs they are throwing at victims it’s frankly a disgrace and a miscarriage of justice and every time | hear or
see there name | relive the nightmare of my sons journey..
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Sent from my iPad. Here are a few pic him the first one right of Kobe Bryant. The rest are from his journey threw
addiction and how ppl treated him in the hsptl calling him these ppl while not treating him for hrs and we had private ins..
the others are bills from rehabs so the little bit of money they are throwing don’t dent what we went threw. He’s still out
there dying while the SACKLERS go about there business | never hated a family as much as | hate them.. HOW could
they do this here’s a letter from fl state attorney going to put these criminals in jail for ins fraud that's where the
SACKLERS belong | have an empty chair cause of them | lost so much and they lost nothing shame on SACKLERS . The
hurt ,guilt , | face everyday caused | failed my child never though a doctors script would kill him | should have know better
ty
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M Gma" Alexis Pleus, Executive Director, Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>

Please enact The Sackler Act
1 message

Mary Butler-Fink <yogimar123@gmail.com> Mon, Jul 26, 2021 at 3:20 PM
To: Truthpharm@gmail.com

To Whom It May Concern,

Let’s start with I'm very concerned. My concern is that the Sackler Family is not required to file for bankruptcy
because Purdue Pharma, their company, is filling for bankruptcy so somehow they avoid doing so as
individuals! It is also of great concern to me that the Sackler Family could be protected, not only from having to
file for bankruptcy as individuals, but they would be protected from future law suits & criminal charges!

Where do | begin here? I'll start with 2 facts; the Sackler Family is a crime family & they ignited the opioid
crisis. They ignited the opioid crisis due to greed & did so by callously deceiving the public & doctors by
conducting their own “medical trials”, owning their own advertising agencies, medical journals, sponsoring the
medical journals they didn’t own, like New England Journal Of Medicine & intentionally choosing to manufacture
a drug that doctors & the public were naive about. They went to great lengths to keep anyone from knowing that
they were the owners of all those different entities. | trust that | do not need to explain why they did that! They
did that!

They also chose to have their highly incentivized sales reps market to doctors directly & highly incentivize them
to prescribe their golden goose of a drug OxyContin. You see they were manufacturing a morphine based drug,
at the time & it presented them with 2 “problems”. 1) you can’t manufacture drugs exclusively, even if you have
a patent so other companies can manufacture your drug & make money too & 2) morphine drugs are associated
with end of life & cancer so your profits are limited because that connotation can limit your profits.

Are you getting the feeling the Sacker Family was concerned with making money? A lot of it? Me too. Fact-
Richard & Kathe Sackler each want to be the family member who came up with the idea to manufacture
OxyContin! The deception started their fathers & uncles, Arthur, Mortimer & Raymond Sackler, but Richard &
Kathe & Richard really started the destruction & pain to the American People.

I’'m writing to let you know that these people have decimated so many families & lives. They did it knowingly &
motivated by greed. Because the amassed wealth at such epic proportions at the expense of their fellow man,
they wielded great power & so have avoided being stopped, first of all, or having to take responsibility for the
sea of destruction they have created. Please make them accountable by not allowing them to avoid becoming
bankrupt as individuals or allowing them to be protected from criminal charges.

Their deception was so maniacal that not everyone who has been harmed by them, even knows the facts yet!!!

I wish my family only paid a price money wise! I'd take that deal in a heartbeat. | forked over my life savings
trying to save my son, Parker from his opioid addiction. Parker was addicted around age 15 & died of an
overdose at age 30 on 6/11/20. Please don'’t share this with Kathe & Richard Sackler because it might make
them sad. | loved my son with all my heart & he’s gone. | can’t get him back. There are so many Moms, Dads,
Step Dads, sisters, brothers, aunts, uncles, nephews, nieces, grandchildren, grandmas, grandpas, friends,
neighbors, students & co workers in my family alone that are heartbroken because Parker suffered & is no
longer with us. Times that by the amount of blood money the Sackler Family has, if you want to grasp the
magnitude of death & destruction. This drug is so addictive that rehab doesn’t seem to overcome it. My son
went to maybe 15 different programs. This drug is also for end of life or cancer patients. But it was dispensed
like candy due to the Sackler’s greed & deception.

I miss my son constantly. My son moved from OxyContin to heroin to heroin laced with fentanyl. Btw there
wouldn’t be a fentanyl crisis now if not for the Sackler’s Opioid Crisis. Please don’t let my son & all the other
victims of the opioid crisis have died in vain. Please don't let all the families & loved ones of these victims suffer
in vain. Please.
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Sincerely,

Mary Butler Fink
AKA Parker’s Mom
8/30/89-6/11/20

Sent from my iPad
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M Gma" Alexis Pleus, Executive Director, Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>

Sackler #2

1 message

Susie Link <suziel@stic-cil.org> Mon, Jul 26, 2021 at 12:24 PM
Reply-To: suziel@stic-cil.org
To: Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>

| was thinking but | wasn't sure if | should add this to my comment. In some states they are arguing about drug
dealers being charged with homicide. Shouldn't the Sackler family be charged the same? They knew the harm
opioid's would cause and they still don't show any remorse.

Susan Link

Peer Counselor/Supervisor

I.L. Skills Coordinator

(607) 724-2111 x356 - Voice/TTY

(607) 772-3611 - Fax

This is a CONFIDENTIAL communication and is not to be duplicated or forwarded to other individuals or
organizations. This electronic message, including all attachments, is intended only for the use of the
addressee(s) named above and may contain legally privileged and confidential information. The authorized
recipient of this information is prohibited from disclosing this information to any other party unless required to do
so by law or regulation and is required to destroy the information after its stated need has been fulfilled. If you
received this message in error, you may not use, disclose, copy, or disseminate any of the information contained
in this message. Please notify the sender by reply e-mail and destroy the original message including all
attachments. Thank you for your cooperation.
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Most of my life | had been given opioids due to a chronic illness.
No one ever cautioned me or my mother the risks of taking the
amount that | was given and for how long. When | found out the
dangers myself | immediately stopped. About 3 months later |
found out | was pregnant. | was one of the lucky ones that could
stop.

Then 15 years ago my son became very ill. He went into a coma
and had countless surgeries for the next couple of years. He had
been on opioids very heavily for almost 5 years or better. That’s
when the doctors stopped giving him opioids. In fact the doctor
said, if your mother can live with her pain you can learn to live
with yours. Then about 7 years ago | became aware of his
Substance Use Disorder. He was in a lot of pain when one day his
friend said try this it will help.

| went everywhere for help City Council, County Legislator and
even the Senate. | reached out to anyone that might listen to me
to no avail. | was watching my son die right before my eyes. | had
talked to several doctors about how this could have happened.
One doctor said you have to understand that was the protocol
back then. The drug companies never really explained the long
term effects and issues with addiction. There wasn'’t a lot of
research done on opioids use back then.

One day this mother reached out to me. Her name is Alexis Pleus
who later becomes the Founder and Executive Director of Truth
Pharm. Until working with Alexis | had no idea how many people
suffered from Substance Use Disorder and how the lack of
resources were out there for help. Without Alexis help | would of
never gotten my son into rehabilitation.
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When | think about the SACKLER family causing so much
heartache to all of our communities it makes me sick!! Turns out
they knew all along what they were doing to our families. Now,
they have the nerve to not pay for the hurt they have caused? So
in short they get to keep all of their money. They should be
charged with murder!!!!

I’m one of the lucky parents my son has been sober for almost 4
years now. As | have learned their life is still so fragile. He could
relapse at any time. I've seen it over and over again. In some
cases it has been 10 years or over for some. When they relapse
then use, most of them die.

Sincerely,

Susan Link

11 Burton Ave.
Binghamton, NY 13904

Email: suziel@stic-cil.org
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M Gma" Alexis Pleus, Executive Director, Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>

The story of my family.

2 messages

Mike Zandt <mikezandt@ezred.com> Mon, Jul 26, 2021 at 9:42 AM
To: "Truthpharm@gmail.com" <Truthpharm@gmail.com>

Your name:

Geroge M. “Mike” Zandt

Your loved one's name (if it was someone other than you)

My Wife Lucille, My Son Taylor My daughter India, My son Caleb, My brother Arick, Son in law Brooks. All at the
same time. This does not include boyfriends, girlfriends or other friends of my family but there are many more.

What year they started using opioids

Approximately 2009

If they passed, when? How old were they?

Nobody in my died, thank god, but all of them have had horrible issues for the last 12 years. Imagine being me.
Day in and day out wondering who is going to die. And then they cannot be around each other because they are
afraid they will relapse again. | cannot have any normal family time. | feel like my whole life is a waste and a
joke.

If they suffered from addiction, how long?

All of them have been suffering for the last 12 years, Some have clean time, but it never lasts more than 5
years.

What are the ways you or they (and) your family have been impacted?
I have lost a fortune due to their need to find ways to get opiates to feed their addiction. | am in the middle of
losing my home right now. | have lost so many other things like my life savings, treasured collections, and my

mental health has been terrible for this last decade. They have been shuffled through the court systems and
continue to be punished. Their lives will always be terrible as a result of this.

Did you file in the Purdue class action case?

No

Do you think you'll get anything?
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I never filed as | was in too much of a bad state of mind and still am. | cannot get help for the damage that has
occurred. Counselling and other help is beyond my reach now that Covid hit and there has been many attempts
on my part to get help.

- Yours or your loved one's story

It started with my brother getting injured from wrestling. He and my sons started experimenting with the pain pills
and got addicted. Then my wife broke her legs. She was 30 years sober when it happened, and then she
became addicted as well. Countless rehabs for all of my family members have only accrued enormous debt on
my part. My life is not good.

They have all fell hard and have bene homeless, incarcerated, and just run through the system. Punishment has
not helped them. It is just a horrible nightmare that | will never wake up from.

details about their journey to Substance Use Disorder

The journey is just an incredibly sad story for everyone. We are blacklisted, outcasts, and generally not a part of
society. Many rehabs, many outpatient clinics, Cops targeting me... | never did anything wrong but they were
messing with me for years.

how you've been harmed

So many to list. It has been pure hell.

| have been harmed financially, mentally, and physically. My family was very well respected in the community
and now we are stigmatized and nobody can find jobs or move forward with their lives. My daughter has been
chased by the police for years for missing a court date. Raped in a rehab that Broom county sent her to. Thrown
in multiple jails and mistreated while pregnant. Both of her children were taken from her, it's an unbelievable
challenge. | am the sole supporter for many people because of this and missing the golden years of my life.

Due to stress, financial hardship, and mental anguish. | am not a quarter of the man | used to be. | am pretty
much paralyzed with fear from the time | wake up until the time | fall asleep. | sleep 5 hours a night.

- how it's bullshit the Sacklers get away with not only murder, but get to keep their money too

The Sackler’s are the worst of the worst. | find it amazing that large amounts of money and influence will set
anyone free from punishment. Meanwhile | get put into overwhelming debt and misery because | am poor, and
becoming poorer. | work hard and have worked in the same place for 34 years. | had established a great family
and reputation in my community only to fall from grace when My entire family became addicted.

| have come to believe that there is no help for me.

Mike Zandt

Graphics

EZRED® Company
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Cat® lights
8 Leonard Way, Deposit NY 13754

Email: mikezandt@ezred.com

www.ezred.com

www.catlights.com

7, EZRED

Mike Zandt <mikezandt@ezred.com> Mon, Jul 26, 2021 at 9:46 AM
To: "Truthpharm@gmail.com" <Truthpharm@gmail.com>

| did forget to add that All of them have “died” multiple times. If it was not for you and your organization getting
us Narcan, All of them would be dead right now. My youngest son Caleb actually had to bring all of the listed
below back to life numerous times. Imagine being a young man having to bring your siblings and mother back
from multiple overdoses? Narcan saved all of their lives. Just that alone shows the depth of the nightmare that
we have been goring through. | have no hobbies or interests in anything fun anymore. Nothing. I live in a
constant state of fear and it is really impacting my health. We are the ones you don'’t ever hear about. | suffer in
silence.

Mike Zandt

Graphics
EZRED® Company
Cat® lights

8 Leonard Way, Deposit NY 13754

Email: mikezandt@ezred.com

www.ezred.com

www.catlights.com

() EZRED
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M Gma" Alexis Pleus, Executive Director, Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>

Essay regarding opioids
1 message

Mike Balioni <mike.balioni@gmail.com> Mon, Jul 26, 2021 at 8:55 AM
To: "truthpharm@gmail.com" <truthpharm@gmail.com>

Alexis,

Please see below. My wife was profiled by the Staten Island Distrct Attorney’s office.
This is her essay which | think may be fitting for you.

The best day of my life is the day | became a
mother. Becoming a mother ultimately saved
me, from myself, from this world, from my

disease.

The instant my daughter was placed on my chest, | felt my own re-
birth. An identity shift. | previously existed as a woman, but never
as a mother. Examining her tiny little toes and fingers, | marvelled
at her loveliness and my new sense of purpose. An overwhelming
feeling of love washed over me, a feeling | never knew until that

very moment, and yet at the same time, | felt lost.

| had a deep, dark secret — one | was
immensely ashamed of — it consumed my
thoughts, my thinking, my soul. | was
severely addicted to Oxycodone,
affectionately referred to as “blues,” for
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two years prior to my pregnancy. | was a
full blown opioid addict.

| quietly tapered myself off oxy after seeing those two pink lines on
the pregnancy test. | suffered in silence, but | did it successfully by
the third month of pregnancy. | thought | was in the clear for good.
Unfortunately, a difficult birth often makes for a more difficult
physical recovery. Two days in the hospital and a handful of Smg
percs later is all it took for me to get back on the wagon. A few pills
catapulted me back to the addiction merry-go-round. As my
appetite for pills grew, my inability to live life as a functioning drug
addict depleted. | was faced with a choice: get honest with myself
and get help, or resign myself to the fact that my daughter is being
deprived of my undivided attention. How could | ever give 100
percent of myself to her if the bulk of my day was spent on

scheduling my next pick up?

There was a greater issue at hand, | am a
police officer’s wife. Cops wives don’t have
drug problems. Cops wives aren’t junkies.

Despite being a mom to a healthy baby girl, despite my well-
paying Wall Street job, despite all of my blessings, | fell deeper and
deeper into drug use. | considered telling my husband what was
happening, but my pride wouldn’t let me. | was so ashamed of my
actions. | stopped being able to look at myself in the mirror. | didn’t

recognize the person looking back at me. When | first started
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using, way back in 2007, | limited myself to being a weekend-
warrior. | only took 10mg percs, never the blues. As time wore on
and my tolerance grew, my habit started bleeding into the work
week. | felt great: no pain, tons of energy, and happy. By 2011, |
was averaging 5-6 10mg percs per day. | had a fantastic well-
paying job. Financing my habit was not a problem. I'd leave money
in my mailbox for my dealer before | left for work in the morning. At
some point during the day, she would stop by and swap it out with
the pills. My husband had no clue (and obviously never took up the
mail.) There were no shady street transactions. It was a perfect

situation.

In 2013 the regulations were tightened surrounding narcotic pill
prescriptions. It was getting harder and harder to find percs. One
day my dealer offered me 30mg blues in place of the percs. $25 a
pop. My curiosity got the best of me, unfortunately. They produced
a high greater than the percs ever had. My friend’s girlfriend then
convinced me to try snorting the pills. She claimed it was a better
high at a quarter of the cost. In hindsight, that day marked a
turning point in my drug use. | was now a hard core addict with an
insatiable appetite for oxy. | walked around with a pill crusher in my
purse at all times. My habit ballooned to $150 every other day.
Less than a year later, it grew to $150 per day.

By August 2016, | was picking up every day, sometimes even
twice. My habit had evolved to $250 per day. | even went as far as

to drive to Sl to pick up on my lunch hour. One day | met a fellow
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user while waiting for my dealer. | ignored my intuition, something
felt off about this person. Against all logic and reason, | began
using with this individual, often into the wee hours of the night. |
started going into work on two hours of sleep. | was always late.
Naturally, | eventually lost my job. 10 years of service down the
drain. | prioritized drugs over motherhood. My skin crawls just

thinking about my appalling behavior.

One month later, my husband served me
with divorce papers, complete with a
limited order of protection. My erratic

behavior, reckless spending, and
emotional instability thrust our household
into utter chaos.

ACS became involved. | was rapidly circling the drain...fast. He
refused to speak to me about the impending court case. Although
he was severely hurt by my actions, the stonewalling escalated
things. He took me to court for full custody. Despite all my begging
and pleading, the clock had run out on his patience: even if |
attended treatment, he would not drop the case. Everything came
to a head in May 2017. He walked out with our two year old
daughter in the early hours of the morning. He refused to answer
my texts and calls. The next day | was hauled off to jail for violating
the limited order of protection. My life had fallen apart. The order

turned into a full stay away. | was no longer allowed to enter my
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home. | was no longer allowed to see my daughter whenever |
wanted. | could not contact him. And | was homeless and totally
broke. | don’t know how | did it, my heart was so broken that it hurt
to breathe, but | somehow mandated myself to a program. Don’t

poke the mama bear. My baby needed me healthy.

One of the casualties of a battle with
addiction is the trail of damaged
relationships it leaves in its wake.

It was difficult to accept responsibility for all of the horribly selfish
things | did while using drugs. Even more difficult was coming to
terms with the fact that my life wasn’t going to get immediately
better. | had destroyed my marriage, my husband’s trust. Oh, and
that clown | had spent so much time using with? His true colors
came out once my bank account ran dry, then came the public acts
of degradation, spitting in my face, calling me all sorts of names,
and of course, outright physical abuse. Life came full circle
because | then took out my own restraining order against him.

My husband and | began attending marriage counseling shortly
after, and our relationship improved with each session. We
eventually reconciled. Two plus years later, we are still together. |
officially made two years sober in May.

Understanding my addiction has been the most valuable aspect of
sobriety. Each new day | remind myself that | am making the

choice to be happy and present, no matter what life throws at me. |
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remind myself that setbacks are a part of life, but the realm of
positive advancement is always within my grasp. I'm grateful for
the events that led me to my turning point, and I'm proud of my
emotional growth and maturity that has come from living a life
without using substances as a crutch. That's what matters most.
It's not about the opinions of my friends or my family. It's about
what | contemplate... what | feel... how I'm holding up. I finally have
the confidence to openly say I’'m not perfect, but that’s just fine. My
voice matters. I'm not ‘lesser than’ anyone else. I'm plenty. And |

arrived at this place all thanks to sobriety.
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M Gma" Alexis Pleus, Executive Director, Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>

Purdue Pharma statement
2 messages

Brian Merlen <merlenfx@yahoo.com> Tue, Jul 27, 2021 at 5:02 AM
To: Joseph.VanWye@mail.house.gov, Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>, Matthew.Robinson@mail.house.gov

Dear Members of Congress and victims of the opioid crisis,

Like many of you | came to this activism from a place of loss. One of my friends | grew up with
and went to school with died in his sleep while prescribed OxyContin. | was not familiar with the
local firm in my hometown called Purdue Pharma prior to my friend's death, but | started
researching the firm after learning they were in my community, and that many people were dying:
just like my friend had. The journalists and media made the story quite clear, Purdue Pharma had
been not only aggressively selling a misbranded medicine, they were selling suspicious orders to
cartels and pill mills, and these orders were landing right on the proverbial streets: they rapidly were
killing a generation.

In our advocacy we tried our hardest to get our message out via civil disobedience, we targeted
the firms the Sacklers had used to conceal their crimes while creating a positive philanthropic
image. Once confronted with the ugly truth, that these OxyContin deaths were fueling everything
from art purchases to political campaign donations, it was hard for both the political and art worlds
to rectify this financing morally when it came at such a cost of so many loved ones.

The biggest and cruelest lie in the world is that these victims were somehow deserving of this
fate, but | assure you they were not. While individuals like Richard Sackler hammered on the
victims, the Sacklers created a false narrative that these families deserved a fate often worse than
death. These victims were criminalized while those who perpetrated these OxyContin crimes stand
to walk away with billions of dollars, without even admitting fault or wrongdoing! We do not have
justifications for why the victims of OxyContin are serving longer sentences than the masterminds
of this! These victims lost everything to OxyContin, but it was not their fault or their moral failing,
rather it was Purdue Pharmas, the FDA, Congress, and others like the Sacklers who had
unscrupulous motives in this!

The releases the Sacklers are seeking are not legal under federal law, they serve only to
disenfranchise our public health services to the tune of billions of dollars. We need these funds to
save lives and currently the Community Health Clinics in CT and mutual aid groups are distributing
the narcan | sourced them, because we do not have adequate resources on the ground. The stops
and gaps of existing programs and health insurers ultimately result in people dying in my
community without the narcan or additional services they needed. Over half of Connecticut's
annual drug deaths are recently released prisoners, and life after life we fail these victims.

Last year | struggled not to take Congressperson Rep Himes and Dita Bhargava up on their
offers to meet with Chief State Attorney Colangelo on prosecuting the Sacklers when this was
floated to me. | had the opportunity to meet with the CT head prosecutor but only if | dropped out of
CTO04, and to sweeten the deal they floated narcan funds as well from the Coronavirus bill when |
still was reluctant to drop out. My blood boils when reflecting on what occured last year, we lost
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93,000+ lives last year nationally and 1,376 in Connecticut as this Shatterproof lobbyist and my
Congressional opponent coerced me to drop out with narcan funds and Sackler prosecutor
meetings. They knew that people would die as those funds were withheld, and that it would be a
powerful incentive to get Rep Himes what he wanted, an easy re-election and my silence on his
OxyContin campaign donations. However | was running against him in the Democratic Primary
because we had real merits and grievances, real victims, and it was imperative that our message
got out. Two of my close activist friends died as these narcan funds were withheld last year, and it
weighs on me that so many lives were lost over a piece of paper. | go to bed every night in tears
wondering if | screwed this all up by not taking this deal, and | stopped staying silent when three
lives were lost in my city last year to SUD, because the deaths no longer felt theoretical. | saw
friends crying because the three Stamford fatal overdoses that night affected my entire social
network, and knowing that | could have done more to get the narcan that could have saved these
lives broke me. | knew that hundreds of CT residents would suffer a fate like this, and that
Shatterproof and my opponent were exploiting our public. | couldn’t bear that people were dying
preventable deaths, and that the funding the public so desperately needed was being exploited for
political gain. We had enough real world merits and metrics, we had enough real world deaths, but
even that was not enough to get good faith action from leadership.

| come before you with this same message again now, that people are dying preventable
deaths, and that the victims of OxyContin are facing lengthier sentences then the individuals who
caused the opioid crisis. The aggressive sales team, the police officers who worked at RXpatrol,
and even the Sacklers are all escaping accountability for their actions, no individuals have been
charged for these crimes including the recent felony admissions by Purdue Pharma. Our activists
were instrumental in pushing for these charges, despite the Stamford Police being heavy handed
with our activists in what was an attempt to help Purdue Pharma and local SPD officer Capt
Conklin, who had worked there at the anti pill diversion department of Purdue Pharma locally.

Because of this abuse of bankruptcy court, the victims of OxyContin may never get the
accountability they deserve. We might never get our day in a state criminal court, and the Sacklers
stand on the precipice of walking away with billions of dollars despite the many deaths they
caused. | believe in our institutions, and | have struggled to do the right thing for our country on
these matters, particularly when even our public officials were more focused on personal gain and
career advancement than on addressing the opioid crisis in good faith. This has been the most
challenging fight in my life as an activist. We did everything we could for these victims, but we
cannot achieve tangible justice without The Sackler ACT. This bill is imperative to prevent future
bad actors from preying on the American public, and we are setting a real precedent in the outcome
of this situation. As egregious as the crimes are that the Sacklers perpetrated, still further crimes
will occur without us passing this bill. The Sackler ACT is necessary to close this bankruptcy
loophole, and it will ensure our public health services get the funding they need to save lives. |
plead with Congress to do the right thing, and to reflect on the precedent we are setting. If we fail
these victims, other bad actors will use these matters as a roadmap on how to prey on our
American public. We can stop this, and we can protect the public from future bad actors, we have
real merits in doing so! Even now as we stand a mere dozen days from failure, and the impending
arbitrary deadline of the criminal Sackler family and their top legal teams, hope springs eternal. |
know in my heart that we can do the right thing on this issue, even now, and | put everything | could
into this, all of us have.

Brian Merlen
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203 559 4530

(Below are recordings of Congressperson Himes and the others who tried to rig the CT04 2020
primary, along with an email inviting me to the zoom with Congressperson Himes and coaching me
on how to specifically drop out)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hPod-ta8Ki_AYsbjJ0zwAAqtcgOwTtnp/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SeNP9bTNI5ea-ZVroGT-UeuVfuCjMr9s/view?usp=sharing
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Fernando Luis Alvarez <Falvarez@alvarezgallery.com>
Date: April 7, 2020 at 10:54:05 AM EDT

To: Brian Merlen <merlenfx@yahoo.com>

Subject: Fwd: today's meeting information

Bri,

Here’s the link for the call today. Strategy for the call:

1. Express your concerns backed by your research and/facts

2. Reiterate why you are running and that it has to be worthwhile for you to dropout as winning is
not your thing

3. Let him wager in

4. Make the ask

5. Make him promise that he will deliver

---------- Forwarded message ---------

From: Nichola Samponaro <nichola@himesforcongress.com>
Date: Tue, Apr 7, 2020 at 9:10 AM

Subject: today's meeting information

To: <Falvarez@alvarezgallery.com>, <DitaBhargavaCT@gmail.com>

Hi Fernando and Dita,

Here is the information for today's meeting. You will need to be logged into zoom in order to be
admitted.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/570893246?pwd=emY3Z2G9qaG84TVR6Znk1RXB3cXdVdz09

Meeting ID: 570 893 246
Password: 187591

One tap mobile
+13126266799,,570893246# US (Chicago)
+16468769923,,570893246# US (New York)

Nichola Samponaro
Political Coordinator
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203.561.5718
nichola@himesforcongress.com

JimHIMES

DEMOCRAT FOR CONGRESS

With appreciative regards,

Fernando Luis Alvarez | director

Temporary Address:
11 Brookside Rd, Redding, CT 06896

After 9 years on Bedford St. Stamford, CT, building artists' careers from the doors in and
community from the doors out, the Alvarez Gallery closed at its highest to focus on its next big

thing! We are currently working on something magnificent for our community and industry at
large. Please be patient and we will keep you informed of what's coming for you!

Cell 203-360-0999
www.alvarezgallery.com

Robinson, Matthew <Matthew.Robinson@mail.house.gov> Tue, Jul 27, 2021 at 7:49 AM
To: Brian Merlen <merlenfx@yahoo.com>
Cc: "Van Wye, Joseph" <Joseph.VanWye@mail.house.gov>, Truth Pharm <truthpharm@gmail.com>

Brian - Thank you so much for this.
Sent from my iPhone

On Jul 27, 2021, at 5:02 AM, Brian Merlen <merlenfx@yahoo.com> wrote:

[Quoted text hidden]
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To whom it may concern, 7/26/21

My name is Kim. | am a mother of 2 daughters with substance abuse disorders. | am

divorced from their father. | am also a Registered Nurse.

My youngest daughter, Michelle was drinking, abusing cocaine while in an abusive
relationship. She also has a seizure disorder. Michelle was arrested for DWI, possession and
other charges. She was involved with men who beat, chocked and took advantage of her. She
went to treatment in Michigan and 2 different places in Binghamton. She could not drive, had
to have a device in her car called Intoxalock even though she could not drive. She ison
probation for over 3 years. Her seizure disorder had gotten worse during treatment. She is now

in recovery and working at a job.

My oldest daughter, Angela was working on her bachelor’s degree in the ASL (sign
language). She never completed her degree. She was drinking heavy, using Meth and any drug
she could get her hands on. In 2016, she was skate boarding, fell and fractured her right collar
bone. Angela had surgery that required multiple pins and a plate in her collar bone for
alignment. She had to have physical therapy also. She was kicked out of school. Then, her
substance abuse disorder progressively got worse. She was in treatment x2 in Michigan and at 4
different places in New York for treatment. She was breaking into homes, stealing drugs, going
between trap homes (drug homes), and multiple arrests with jail time. Angela broke into my

home after being kicked out. She stole money from her grandmother. She would wonder to
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many places. Angela is now in drug court with supportive living and has many resources. She

has multiple medical issues and takes medication.

As a mother, this is a very difficult situation. | have arranged for my daughters to get
help multiple times with various resources. | had to find ways to keep myself safe by changing
locks, putting dead bolts on doors, installing security cameras, and boarding up some windows.
I have had multiple things broken in my home, jewelry has been stolen and damage to my
home with holes in the walls. | have to pay for student loans for Angela. | was cosigned to the
loans. | continue to repay a federal loan. | had to pay for insurance deductible and copayments.
| work 3 jobs to pay these loans and to maintain my credit. | had to pay for the Intoxalock even
though Michelle could not drive. Intoxalock had to be hooked up to a charger or if the battery

went dead, there was an additional charge.

Even though I have support from my family, | attend support meeting with Family
Anonymous and meet with a counselor weekly. | have had failed relationships and marriages
due to the substance disorders of my daughters. | work 3 jobs to maintain payments for the
college loans and other expenses. These experiences are emotionally draining. My safety has
been at risk with my daughter’s unpredictable behavior with their other “friends” at my home.

Police have been to my home multiple times.

I work for everything without any assistance. The Sackler’s get to keep money and | have

to work to maintain. Please call if you have any questions at 607-321-3130. Thank you!

Kimberly Durkee
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Attachment to Alexis Pleus’ Written Statement:
Loved Ones Lost - submitted to Truth Pharm to be Memorialized

For:
“Oversight of the Bankruptcy Code, Part 1:

Confronting Abuses of the Chapter 11 System”

Date of Hearing:
July 28,2021

Date of Submission:
July 27, 2021
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