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Chairman Marino, Ranking Member Cicilline and members of the Subcommittee, thank 

you for the opportunity to appear today. My name is Ariane Holtschlag. I am a partner at the 

Law Office of William J. Factor, Ltd. in Chicago. I am admitted to practice in the state and 

federal courts ·of Illinois and have practiced consumer bankruptcy law and creditor's rights 

litigation for more than 10 years. My law degree is from the University of Iowa College of Law, 

and I have an undergraduate degree from Illinois Wesleyan University. 

I am testifying as a member of and on behalf of the American Bankruptcy lnstitute's 

Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy. 

The American Bankruptcy Institute (ABI) is the world's largest association of insolvency 

professionals, made up of over 11,000 members in multi-disciplinary roles, including attorneys, 

bankers, judges, lenders, professors, turnaround specialists, accountants and others. These 

members represent debtor, creditor and other stakeholder interests. Founded in 1982, ABI is 

non-profit and non-partisan and organized under Internal Revenue Code section 501{c)(3}. ABI 

also plays a leading role in providing congressional leaders and the general public with unbiased 

reporting and analysis of bankruptcy regulations, laws and trends. Although ABI is not and 

advocacy group, it is often called on to testify before Congress, analyze proposed bills, and 

conduct periodic briefings for congressional committees, legislative staff, other government 

regulators and the media. 

In December 2016, the ABl's board of directors passed a resolution creating the 

Commission on Consumer Bankruptcy and charging the Commission with "researching and 

recommending improvements to the consumer bankruptcy system that can be implemented 

within its existing structure." The seventeen-person Commission is chaired by retired U.S. 

Bankruptcy Judges William Brown and Elizabeth Perris, with more than 50 years of combined 

judicial experience. The Commission reporter is Robert Lawless, the Max L. Rowe Professor of 

Law and co-director of the Program on Law, Behavior & Social Science at the University of 

Illinois College of Law. Commission members serve without compensation. The Commission is 

funded by grants from the ABI Anthony H.N. Schnelling Endowment and the Endowment for 

Education of the National Conference of Bankruptcy Judges. 
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