
7/13/2021 Legal fight ends for Disney IT workers who trained foreign replacements - Orlando Sentinel

https://www.orlandosentinel.com/business/tourism/os-bz-disney-lawsuit-workers-20180508-story.html 1/5

ADVERTISEMENT

TOURISM BUSINESS

Legal fight ends for Disney IT workers who trained foreign
replacements

By GABRIELLE RUSSON
ORLANDO SENTINEL | MAY 09, 2018

ADVERTISEMENT

TRIAL OFFER
SUPPORT QUALITY NEWS
4 weeks for 99¢

SAVE NOW

LEARN MORE ABOUT SUBSCRIPTIONS

DeSantis signs ‘anti-riot’ bill
into law, sparking outcry
from Democrats, civil rights…

Orlando’s 911 call center
faces COVID outbreak: 16
infected, 2 hospitalized, chi…

Florida’s anti-protest
politicians shift their tone for
Cuba protesters | Editorial

Families sue Universal
Orlando, say ‘Despicable Me
character used racist hand…

SECTIONS
SUBSCRIBE 


4 weeks for only 99¢
LOG IN

https://www.orlandosentinel.com/business/tourism/#nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/business/#nt=taxonomy-article
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/os-gabrielle-russon-bio-20141205-staff.html#nt=byline
mailto:?subject=Legal%20fight%20ends%20for%20Disney%20IT%20workers%20who%20trained%20foreign%20replacements&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.orlandosentinel.com%2Fbusiness%2Ftourism%2Fos-bz-disney-lawsuit-workers-20180508-story.html
https://subscription.orlandosentinel.com/MTRDigital?Ofrgp_ID=4091&sitecode=500&g2i_or_o=DI&g2i_or_p=Toaster_Outd&g2i_or_os=OSMTR2&int=os_digitaladshouse_4-weeks-99_acquisition-subscriber_toaster-whisperer_toaster-whisperer_______bxca
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/about/os-orlando-sentinel-subscription-benefits-20190724-qqk7optl5rft7gyp4i5mif3igy-story.html#int=advisory_digital_leverage-subscription__&nt=screamer
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/politics/os-ne-desantis-signs-anti-riot-bill-20210419-iltp27x5mzcbheeqvyhclhz2xq-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/coronavirus/os-ne-coronavirus-orlando-call-center-20210713-kgfh7cbdl5hwdpv3q4mvt3g7ey-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/editorials/os-op-cuba-protests-florida-desantis-bill-20210713-pydmhvhuwjbhlmkwaxbcova33i-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/politics/os-ne-desantis-signs-anti-riot-bill-20210419-iltp27x5mzcbheeqvyhclhz2xq-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/coronavirus/os-ne-coronavirus-orlando-call-center-20210713-kgfh7cbdl5hwdpv3q4mvt3g7ey-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/opinion/editorials/os-op-cuba-protests-florida-desantis-bill-20210713-pydmhvhuwjbhlmkwaxbcova33i-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/news/crime/os-prem-ne-families-sue-universal-orlando-white-power-symbol-20210713-3nwva7nx3bhdhekjftz7inkzdu-story.html#nt=tertiarynavbar&nt=ticker
https://www.orlandosentinel.com/?#nt=mastheadnavbar
https://subscription.orlandosentinel.com/MTRDigital?Ofrgp_ID=4091&sitecode=500&g2i_or_o=SB&g2i_or_p=Index_Outd&g2i_or_os=OSMTR2&int=nav2


7/13/2021 Legal fight ends for Disney IT workers who trained foreign replacements - Orlando Sentinel

https://www.orlandosentinel.com/business/tourism/os-bz-disney-lawsuit-workers-20180508-story.html 2/5

Walt Disney World technology workers who were required to train foreign workers before they were fired from the company hold a press conference to ask for
justice after their failed lawsuits.

The attorney who has filed several unsuccessful lawsuits after 250 Disney IT workers lost their jobs to Indian nationals in 2014
acknowledged Wednesday it is a legal fight she cannot win.

"We have lost," Sara Blackwell said during a news conference in Orlando. "Unfortunately, we lost because it's legal."

ADVERTISEMENT

The information technology workers' grievances became national headlines after some were forced to train their replacements in
2014, putting a spotlight on the issue of H-1B visas. Some of the Americans were rehired for other jobs within the company, while
others became unemployed or decided to retire.

Blackwell filed four unsuccessful lawsuits at the state and federal levels and after the most recent was dismissed by the state, she
said she will not plan to refile again. In one of the cases, a federal judge said Disney was following existing immigration laws.

"As we have said all along, these lawsuits were completely baseless," a Disney spokeswoman said in a statement Wednesday.

Blackwell vowed to keep fighting for the issue by advocating and creating public awareness, she told reporters at the news
conference.

Under President Donald Trump — whom Blackwell accused of not doing enough to help the Disney workers — immigration and
the H-1B visa has generated a hot-button political debate.
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NEWS

A primary avenue for skilled immigrants to enter the United States, the H-1B visa is for specialty workers, and is heavily used in
the tech industry. About 85,000 visas are issued annually in a lottery system. Some critics argue they are a way for companies to
avoid hiring U.S. citizens. Trump himself has said H-1B recipients shouldn't even be considered skilled.

An Associated Press investigation in 2017 found that some H-1B workers — particularly in jobs such as computer science — are
often paid less than their American counterparts.

Blackwell also voiced frustration with politicians, including Trump, for not doing more to create change.

"We truly believed in him," said Blackwell, a Republican Sarasota attorney who, according to the Sarasota Herald-Tribune, was
considering running for a state House seat in 2016 and spoke about the Disney fight at Trump rallies during his campaign. "What
has Trump done? Nothing."
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