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Disney sued for replacing American worke
with foreigners
by Sara Ashley O'Brien   @saraashleyo

January 26, 2016: 9:58 AM ET

Disney just got hit with two class-action suits.

Leo Perrero and Dena Moore say they were illegally replaced by foreign workers. Both were laid
o� from their IT jobs at Walt Disney World in Orlando in January 2015.

They were told they had 90 days to train their replacements: Foreigners on H-1B visas, the most
common visa for high-skilled foreign workers. If they didn't agree, they weren't eligible for
bonuses or severance packages.

Perrero and Moore weren't the only ones in this situation. Up to 300 workers also lost their jobs.

The lawsuits, filed in a Tampa federal court Monday, charge Disney and two global consulting
companies, HCL and Cognizant, for colluding to break the law.

Both HCL and Cognizant are outsourcing companies, known for submitting a high volume of H-
1B petitions each year. By law, H-1B workers can't replace American workers, and the suit
alleges that that's exactly what the three companies did.

Related: High-skilled visa applications hit record high

The lawsuits were brought by attorney Sara Blackwell, who also brought the Equal Employment
Opportunity Commission filings on behalf of former Disney workers.

Blackwell said Disney is not the only company using outsourcing firms to hire immigrants to
replace American workers.

These are your 3 financial adv
near you

This site finds and compares 
financial advisors in your area

Check this o� your list before
retirement: talk to an advisor

Answer these questions to fin
right financial advisor for you

Find CFPs in your area in 5 m

Paid Content

How Far Does
$1,000,000 Go
Retirement?
Fisher Investments

Private Studen
Debt? See How
You Can Save
NerdWallet

Before you ren
Amazon Prime
this
Capital One Shoppin

Urologist: Try T
You Have An E
Prostate (Watc
Health Headlines 360

by O

CNNMoney Sponsors

PaSmartAsset

PaNextAdvisor

   



mailto:sara.obrien@cnn.com
https://twitter.com/intent/user?screen_name=saraashleyo
http://www.myvisajobs.com/Reports/2015-H1B-Visa-Sponsor.aspx
http://money.cnn.com/2015/04/13/technology/h1b-cap-visa/?iid=EL
http://money.cnn.com/2015/11/24/news/companies/disney-workers-h1b-eeoc/?iid=EL
https://smartasset.com/retirement/find-a-financial-planner?utm_source=cnn&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=cnn__falc_art_these_are_your_3
https://smartasset.com/retirement/find-a-financial-planner?utm_source=cnn&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=cnn__falc_art_this_site_finds
https://smartasset.com/retirement/find-a-financial-planner?utm_source=cnn&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=cnn__falc_art_check_off_list
https://smartasset.com/retirement/find-a-financial-planner?utm_source=cnn&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=cnn__falc_art_answer_these_questions
https://smartasset.com/retirement/find-a-financial-planner?utm_source=cnn&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=cnn__falc_art_find_cfps_5_min
http://www.nextadvisor.com/credit_cards/index.php?kw=cnnmoneybp_int_nabrand-121015
https://www.fisherinvestments.com/en-us/campaigns/fmr/ld?PC=OUTBR90EI5&CC=RG1X&alleycode=LD&utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=Native&utm_campaign=LAL_Sets_Held_2020_Desktop&utm_content=How+Far+Does+%241%2C000%2C000+Go+in+Retirement%3F&utm_term=$section_name$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nerdwallet.com/ur/?utm_content=8dd63f&nw_campaign_id=1028439&utm_medium=ntv&utm_source=ob&utm_campaign=ed_mktg_paid_050121_mclicklal12_d_ob&utm_term=$publisher_id$&mktg_place=$section_id$&outbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$)&obOrigUrl=true
https://capitaloneshopping.com/blog/is-amazon-actually-giving-you-the-best-price-779e00e8958e?utm_source=Newton&utm_campaign=008ad40161bb363a65670563013308557e&utm_term=0025be99d6e52ff1195c11a0659088bea2&obOrigUrl=true
https://hh360trk.com/5f490a01-c09a-45fd-884b-791692acdb10?campaign_id=008a87700d18de61eee343c7cf0bd28ee4&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&ad_id=00bc82b4494b00151d9e8d8523c0fe151d&ad_title=Urologist%3A+Try+This+If+You+Have+An+Enlarged+Prostate+%28Watch%29&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&req_id=$req_id$&promoted_link_id=00bc82b4494b00151d9e8d8523c0fe151d&time_stamp=$time_stamp$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
javascript:void(0)
https://www.facebook.com/share.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmoney.cnn.com%2F2016%2F01%2F25%2Ftechnology%2Fdisney-h1b-workers%2Findex.html&title=Disney%20sued%20for%20replacing%20American%20workers%20with%20foreigners
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Disney%20sued%20for%20replacing%20American%20workers%20with%20foreigners&via=CNNMoney&related=CNNMoney%3ABreaking%20news%20and%20in-depth%20looks%20at%20the%20most%20important%20business%20stories%20of%20the%20day.&url=http://cnnmon.ie/1nkaCJV
https://cnn.com/
https://cnn.com/business


7/13/2021 Disney sued for replacing American workers with foreigners

https://money.cnn.com/2016/01/25/technology/disney-h1b-workers/index.html 2/5

But they're one of the first to be caught: Typically, companies require employees to sign a
severance agreement preventing them from suing or speaking out about the firm. She said
some companies will o�er as much as $20,000.

"Disney didn't have that. They failed to put the 'You can't sue, you cant talk' clause," Blackwell
told CNNMoney.

Blackwell said it makes these two complaints especially significant.

"We want to show America that this is what's happening right under your nose," added
Blackwell.

She said Disney opened up 100 jobs and told the laid-o� employees they could apply for them.
But Perrero was told by former and current Disney workers that he wouldn't be able to work at
Disney for at least a year -- if ever. Others were told they had to wait one year before they could
work at the company, according to the suits.

Moore applied to several jobs at the company, interviewed for them, and was told that the jobs
were only for H-1B holders or foreigners.

It's important to note that there are strict quotas of H-1Bs every year. As outsourcing companies
snatch up visas, it takes away opportunities from other firms that really do need the expertise of
foreign tech workers in their companies.

For its part, Disney said it's done nothing wrong.

"These lawsuits are based on an unsustainable legal theory and are a wholesale
misrepresentation of the facts," said Disney ( ) in a statement. "Contrary to reports, Ms. Moore
was o�ered another position in the company at comparable pay, and more than 100 of the
workers a�ected by the changes were rehired."

The news of the lawsuits was first reported by The New York Times on Monday.

CNNMoney (New York)
First published January 25, 2016: 6:40 PM ET
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