


FEDERATION OF AMERICAN SCIENTISTS   Washington, DC 
Senior Fellow   2019–present 
Director of the Technology and Innovation Initiative at the Federation of American Scientists, focusing on the 
intersection of immigration policy and artificial intelligence (AI) in advancing the nation’s national security and 
economic growth. 
 
WHITE HOUSE OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY Washington, DC 
Assistant Director for Entrepreneurship  2010–2017 
Served in the Obama White House for over six years as a senior advisor, building the new role of Assistant Director for 
Entrepreneurship.   
§ Spearheaded the White House Startup America initiative to promote high-growth entrepreneurship in communities 

across the country, engaging both federal agencies and novel public-private partnerships in efforts including: Startup 
in a Day, a pledge by over 100 mayors and tribal leaders to build online tools that dramatically streamline business 
licensing and permitting; White House Demo Day, an inclusive entrepreneurship agenda yielding major commitments 
by the venture capital industry, schools of engineering, major tech companies, and other stakeholders to advance 
opportunities for women and underrepresented minorities; and Lab-to-Market, a whole-of-government project to 
accelerate the commercialization of federally-funded research and development (R&D), including expansion of the 
Innovation Corps (I-Corps) entrepreneurship training to teams from nearly 200 universities.   

§ Launched the Clean Energy Investment Initiative to expand investment in promising new technologies, including more 
than $4 billion in private-sector commitments alongside new executive actions to scale up investment in clean 
energy innovation; and co-drafted the U.S. implementation framework for Mission Innovation, a national commitment 
to increase and optimize clean energy R&D across all federal research agencies.   

§ Helped develop the bipartisan Jumpstart Our Business Startups (JOBS) Act, signed by President Obama in 2012, 
which created an “IPO on-ramp” for emerging growth companies, allowed smaller companies to raise up to $50 
million annually through “mini public offerings” under Regulation A+, and unleashed a new marketplace of 
regulated online platforms for securities-based crowdfunding.   

§ Helped lead the Administration’s high-skill immigration agenda, including core elements of the bipartisan Senate 
bill on comprehensive immigration reform in 2013, and President Obama’s subsequent executive actions on 
immigration, such as:  the International Entrepreneur Rule, to make it easier for the world’s best and brightest 
entrepreneurs to start and scale their companies in the United States; the OPT STEM Rule, to strengthen and 
extend on-the-job training for international science and engineering graduates from U.S. universities; and the H-4 
Rule, to empower the spouses of certain high-skilled immigrants to obtain employment permits and put their own 
education and talents to work. 

 
PLAYSCRIPTS, INC.  New York, NY 
Co-Founder and Founding CEO 1999–2014 
Founded a publishing and performance licensing house for new stage plays and musicals, serving tens of thousands of 
theater groups in over 100 countries with an exclusive catalogue of over 1,900 works by over 1,100 authors. Achieved 
profitability and double-digit annual revenue growth. Featured by NPR for “bringing the business of theater into the 
21st century.” As first CEO, executed both long-term strategy and day-to-day management in finance, operations, 
literary acquisitions, human resources, marketing, and product distribution. (Playscripts, Inc. was acquired in 2014.) 
 
STAGEGRADE    New York, NY 
Founding Partner   2010–2012 
Co-founded a dynamic website reporting the critical consensus on plays and musicals in New York City, offering 
theatergoers a trustworthy source for all reviews, authoritatively aggregated and graded for easy reference. The site was 
featured on a front-page story in The New York Times, and described as “a key bookmark” by The New York Post.  
(StageGrade was acquired in 2012.) 
 
SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE, OFFICE OF SENATOR RUSS FEINGOLD Washington, DC 
Legal intern   Summer 2009 
Wrote a wide range of legal memoranda on the latest developments in civil liberties, marriage equality, intellectual 
property, international human rights, campaign finance reform, antitrust issues, and clean water legislation. Assisted in 
preparing Sen. Feingold for floor statements and hearings, including the confirmation of Justice Sonia Sotomayor. 

https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/startup-america-fact-sheet
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/11/30/fact-sheet-celebrating-president-obamas-top-10-actions-advance
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2015/08/04/startup-day-four-things-you-should-know
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2015/08/04/startup-day-four-things-you-should-know
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/08/04/fact-sheet-president-obama-announces-new-commitments-investors-companies
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2014/03/14/lab-market-accelerating-research-breakthroughs-and-economic-growth
https://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=135848
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/06/16/fact-sheet-obama-administration-announces-more-4-billion-private-sector
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/sites/default/files/omb/reports/final_domestic_mission_innovation_framework_111616_700pm.pdf
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2016/06/08/promise-crowdfunding-and-american-innovation
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2016/01/28/presidents-actions-promote-high-skill-immigration
https://medium.com/@ObamaWhiteHouse/welcoming-international-entrepreneurs-d27571475dfd#.mlo3uymav
https://petitions.obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/petition/propose-proper-regulation-extending-stem-opt-022016-avoid-expected-shock-both-firms-and-students
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2015/02/24/taking-action-unlock-economic-contributions-americans-waiting
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/blog/2015/02/24/taking-action-unlock-economic-contributions-americans-waiting


AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION, PROGRAM ON FREEDOM OF RELIGION AND BELIEF Washington, DC 
Legal intern   Summer 2008 
Provided both legal and policy support to the ACLU’s national coordinating team for constitutional religious issues. 
Drafted a preliminary injunction brief for a client’s free exercise claim. Developed strategy for construing the Louisiana 
Science Education Act to strengthen evolutionary biology education, consistent with the Establishment Clause. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, ENVIRONMENTAL ENFORCEMENT SECTION Washington, DC 
Legal intern   Summer 2008 
Conducted legal research and writing in support of suits against violators of federal environmental laws, focusing on 
complex power plant litigation. Drafted several memoranda related to critical procedural questions. 

  

PUBLICATIONS 

§ N.Y.U. Journal of Legislation & Public Policy Quorum (June 15, 2020): “The Case of the Insolvent Federal Agency: A 
Forensic Analysis of Public Data on U.S. Citizenship & Immigration Services” (law journal piece, with Lindsay 
Milliken). 

§ Just Security (Feb. 7, 2020): “Never Mind ‘America First’ — Trump’s Newly Expanded Immigration Ban Puts 
Americans Last” (op-ed). 

§ Healthcare Business Today (Dec. 6, 2019): “Trump is fine with healthcare mandates, as long as they hurt immigrants” 
(op-ed). 

§ Slate (May 7, 2019): “The White House Is Planning a Backdoor Travel Ban on Trump’s ‘S—thole Countries’” (op-
ed). 

§ Austin American-Statesman (Oct. 26, 2018): “The looming threat to American businesses: No immigrants need 
apply?” (op-ed).  

§ Houston Chronicle (Oct. 9, 2018): “Trump plan could break up nearly 200,000 married couples” (op-ed). 
§ Bloomberg (June 14, 2018): “Doesn’t Trump’s America Need More Entrepreneurs?” (op-ed, with Stuart Anderson). 
§ Houston Chronicle (Apr. 15, 2018): “Want to get rich? Let in more immigrants” (op-ed). 
§ GeekWire (Aug. 3, 2017): “Why Congress isn’t going to cut legal immigration in half” (guest post). 
§ Kaliszewska, Z.A., Lohman, D.J., Sommer, K., Adelson, G., Rand, D.B., Mathew, J., Talavera, G., and N.E. Pierce. 

When caterpillars attack: Biogeography and life history evolution of the Miletinae (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). 
Evolution 69: 571-588 (2015). 

§ Gerken, H.K. and D.B. Rand. Creating Better Heuristics for the Presidential Primary: The Citizen Assembly. 
Political Science Quarterly 125:1 (Summer 2010). 

§ Hartford Courant (Feb. 18, 2009): “Let’s Make Our Presidential Votes Matter” (op-ed supporting Connecticut’s 
National Popular Vote bill). 

§ The Dramatist (Sept./Oct. 2006): “Let’s Raise the Playwright’s Minimum Wage” (influential article for the Dramatist 
Guild’s monthly publication, highlighting the long-term stagnation of playwrights’ real royalty income). 

§ Dramatics Magazine (Apr. 2006): “Seize the Play: How an accidental festival of student work became a tradition.” 
§ Pierce, N.E., Braby, M.F., Heath, A., Lohman, D.J., Mathew, J., Rand, D.B., and M.A. Travassos. The ecology and 

evolution of ant association in the Lycaenidae (Lepidoptera). Annual Review of Entomology 47: 733-771 (2002). 
§ Rand, D.B., Heath, A., Suderman, T., and N.E. Pierce. Phylogeny and life history evolution of the genus Chrysoritis 

within the Aphnaeini (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae), inferred from mitochondrial cytochrome oxidase I sequences. Molecular 
Phylogenetics and Evolution 17:85-96 (2000). 

§ Dramatics Magazine (May 1999): “Have some candy: The internet turns a short play into a global phenomenon.”  
§ Entertainment Weekly (Dec. 11, 1998): “Reality Check” (Harvard entomologists explore the comparative morphology 

of Antz vs. A Bug’s Life; co-authored with Scott Brown). 
§ Let’s Go budget travel guides to New Zealand (1999; researcher-writer), Alaska and the Pacific Northwest (1998; 

editor), and Southeast Asia (1997; researcher-writer). 

https://nyujlpp.org/quorum/the-case-of-the-insolvent-federal-agency-a-forensic-analysis-of-public-data-on-u-s-citizenship-immigration-services/
https://nyujlpp.org/quorum/the-case-of-the-insolvent-federal-agency-a-forensic-analysis-of-public-data-on-u-s-citizenship-immigration-services/
https://www.justsecurity.org/68490/never-mind-america-first-trumps-newly-expanded-immigration-ban-puts-americans-last/
https://www.justsecurity.org/68490/never-mind-america-first-trumps-newly-expanded-immigration-ban-puts-americans-last/
https://www.healthcarebusinesstoday.com/trump-is-fine-with-healthcare-mandates-as-long-as-they-hurt-immigrants/
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2019/05/trump-africa-travel-ban-immigration-shithole-countries-remark.html
https://www.statesman.com/opinion/20181026/commentary-looming-threat-to-american-businesses-no-immigrants-need-apply
https://www.statesman.com/opinion/20181026/commentary-looming-threat-to-american-businesses-no-immigrants-need-apply
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/Trump-administration-threatens-to-break-up-nearly-13293747.php
https://www.bloomberg.com/opinion/articles/2018-06-14/trump-s-plan-to-kill-international-entrepreneur-rule-hurts-u-s
https://www.houstonchronicle.com/opinion/outlook/article/Want-to-get-rich-Let-in-more-immigrants-Opinion-12836559.php
https://www.geekwire.com/2017/guest-post-congress-isnt-going-cut-legal-immigration-half/



