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Several TN House Democrats stripped from committees
after last week's special session

Grace James, Logan Dubel
May 13, 2026
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The letter, signed by Tennessee House Speaker Cameron Sexton and addressed to Democratic Leader Karen
Camper, states that Democratic lawmakers will receive individual letters removing them from all House standing…

Several members of the Tennessee House Democratic Caucus have been

removed from their standing committee and subcommittee assignments,

according to a letter sent to Local 3 News.
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The letter, signed by Tennessee House Speaker Cameron Sexton and

addressed to Democratic Leader Karen Camper, states that Democratic

lawmakers will receive individual letters removing them from all House

standing committees and subcommittees “except where membership is

required.”

Sexton said the removals are tied to actions taken by Democratic lawmakers

during last week’s special session on Tennessee redistricting.

In the letter, Sexton accused members of the caucus of attempting to disrupt

legislative proceedings and “creating disorder on the House Floor.” He cited

incidents including Democrats interlocking arms and blocking aisles inside the

chamber.

The speaker also alleged Democratic lawmakers “instigated and encouraged

disruptions” in coordination with protesters and attendees and used prohibited

props and noisemakers during the session.

The move marks a major escalation in tensions between Republican leadership

and House Democrats following the contentious special session.

Some of the House Democrats removed from their committee assignments

include: 

State Rep. Justin J. Pearson (D), Dist. 86

State Rep. Justin Jones (D), Dist. 52

State Rep. Gabby Salinas (D), Dist. 96

State Rep. Gloria Johnson (D), Dist. 90
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State Rep. Aftyn Behn (D), Dist. 51 

Read Speaker Sexton’s letter & State Rep. Karen Camper's repsonse below:
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Here's a collection of statements from our local representatives following

Sexton's letter (we are still waiting on some responses):

State Rep. Greg Martin (R), Dist. 26 (Hamilton County): “The people of

Tennessee deserve representatives who can disagree vehemently but with

decorum and dignity. I applaud Speaker Sexton for holding accountable

those disruptive souls that neither practice civility nor espouse its virtue.”

State Rep. Dan Howell (R), Dist. 22 (Bradley, Polk, Meigs counties): "I

support Speaker Sexton’s action. Dignity and decorum must be restored

to the General Assembly."

State Rep. Yusuf Hakeem (D), Dist. 28 (Hamilton County): Chattanooga's

lone Democratic representative in the Tennessee General Assembly says

he has not received any letter or indication that he has been removed

from his committees. 

State Rep. Kevin Raper (R), Dist. 24 (Bradley County): "The egregious

actions by the Democratic Party were unlawful, dangerous, violation of

House rules, and an embarrassment to the State of Tennessee. There

should be accountability for horrible behaviors such as those that existed. I

am in complete agreement with the Speaker and there should be

additional discipline."

State Rep. Greg Vital (R), Dist. 29 (Hamilton County): “The Chamber of the

Tennessee House of Representatives deserves respect and proper

decorum is required. Passionate discussion is part of the debate process.

Chaos is not acceptable. The role of the Speaker is to maintain order and

enforce the consequences as outlined.”

Reps. Martin, Howell and Raper voted in favor of the redistricting measure,

while Rep. Hakeem voted against and Rep. Vital voted present.
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Supreme Court voting rights ruling fuels a new push to defend Black representation
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