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Several TN House Democrats stripped from committees
after last week’s special session

Grace James, Logan Dubel
May 13, 2026
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The letter, signed by Tennessee House Speaker Cameron Sexton and addressed to Democratic Leader Karen
Camper, states that Democratic lawmakers will receive individual letters removing them from all House standing...
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Several members of the Tennessee House Democratic Caucus have been
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The letter, signed by Tennessee House Speaker Cameron Sexton and
addressed to Democratic Leader Karen Camper, states that Democratic
lawmakers will receive individual letters removing them from all House
standing committees and subcommittees “except where membership is

required.”

Sexton said the removals are tied to actions taken by Democratic lawmakers

during last week’s special session on Tennessee redistricting.

In the letter, Sexton accused members of the caucus of attempting to disrupt
legislative proceedings and “creating disorder on the House Floor.” He cited
incidents including Democrats interlocking arms and blocking aisles inside the

chamber.

The speaker also alleged Democratic lawmakers “instigated and encouraged
disruptions” in coordination with protesters and attendees and used prohibited

props and noisemakers during the session.

The move marks a major escalation in tensions between Republican leadership

and House Democrats following the contentious special session.

Some of the House Democrats removed from their committee assignments

include:

. State Rep. Justin J. Pearson (D), Dist. 86

. State Rep. Justin Jones (D), Dist. 52
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Read Speaker Sexton’s letter & State Rep. Karen Camper's repsonse below:
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CAMERON SEXTON CORDELL HULL BUILDING
SUITE 600
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF 425 5" AVENUE NORTH
REPRESENTATIVES STATE OF TENNESSEE TELEPHONE (615) 741-2343
May 12, 2026

Leader Karen Camper
Suite 664 Cordell Hull Building
Nashville, TN 37243

Dear Leader Camper,

Due to actions taken by members of the Democratic Caucus during the Second Extraordinary Session of the
114th General Assembly aimed at disrupting the democratic and legislative processes and creating disorder on
the House Floor, including, but not limited to:

» Interlocking arms in the well of the House;
+ Blocking aisles on the House Floor;

« Instigating and encouraging disruptions of the legislative process in coordination with paid protestors
and attendees in the gallery, including the distribution of earplugs to a member of your caucus;

+ The use of prohibited props and noisemakers on the House Floor,;

« Demonstrating a lack of respect toward fellow members seeking recognition to speak on legislation;
and

« Flagrant disregard for the Permanent Rules of Order of the House;

Members of the Democratic Caucus will receive individual letters removing them from all standing committees
and subcommittees of the House, except where membership is required pursuant to Rule 65 of the House
Rules.

Sincerely,

5%-5—

Cameron Sexton
Tennessee Speaker of the House
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Statement from Tennessee House Minority Leader
State Representative Karen Camper

Today, Speaker Cameron Sexton removed Democratic members from House committee
assignments following our opposition to one of the most troubling abuses of power this
legislature has seen in recent memory.

| will be honest: at this point, they can do whatever they want. They have proven time and time
again that they have little regard for precedent, fairness, or even the spirit of the law itself. They
have abused the supermajority over and over again, changing the rules whenever it benefits
them and punishing anyone who dares to challenge them.

But even with all that, this still hurt.

It felt like being stabbed in the back, then having the knife pushed in deeper and turned to finish
the job because | uncovered what | believe was a deliberate symbolic scheme behind the
handling of debate during this extraordinary session.

The numbers mattered.

Forty-seven minutes of debate on the redistricting maps for each side — a clear nod to the 47th
President.

Then came the debate structure surrounding changes to election law:
17 minutes for Democrats.
17 minutes for Republicans.
10 minutes for Democrats.
10 minutes for Republicans.

Together, those debate allotments totaled 54 minutes — a nod to 1954, the year of the landmark
Brown v. Board of Education decision.

And when you add 47, 17, and 10 together, you arrive at 74.

Nineteen seventy-four was the year Harold Ford Sr. became the first Black member of Congress
elected from Tennessee in the modern era.

| saw the symbolism. | understood exactly what was happening. And | refused to participate in it.

That is why | intentionally used only 44 minutes during debate on the redistricting legislation —
in honor of the 44th President of the United States, Barack Hussein Obama — and refused to
use the remainder of the allotted time so the final number would not add up to what they
intended.
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Here's a collection of statements from our local representatives following

Sexton's letter (we are still waiting on some responses):

. State Rep. Greg Martin (R), Dist. 26 (Hamilton County): “The people of
Tennessee deserve representatives who can disagree vehemently but with
decorum and dignity. | applaud Speaker Sexton for holding accountable
those disruptive souls that neither practice civility nor espouse its virtue.”

. State Rep. Dan Howell (R), Dist. 22 (Bradley, Polk, Meigs counties): "/
support Speaker Sexton’s action. Dignity and decorum must be restored
to the General Assembly.”

. State Rep. Yusuf Hakeem (D), Dist. 28 (Hamilton County): Chattanooga's
lone Democratic representative in the Tennessee General Assembly says
he has not received any letter or indication that he has been removed
from his committees.

. State Rep. Kevin Raper (R), Dist. 24 (Bradley County): "The egregious
actions by the Democratic Party were unlawful, dangerous, violation of
House rules, and an embarrassment to the State of Tennessee. There
should be accountability for horrible behaviors such as those that existed. |
am in complete agreement with the Speaker and there should be
additional discipline.”

. State Rep. Greg Vital (R), Dist. 29 (Hamilton County): “The Chamber of the
Tennessee House of Representatives deserves respect and proper
decorum is required. Passionate discussion is part of the debate process.
Chaos is not acceptable. The role of the Speaker is to maintain order and

enforce the consequences as outlined.”
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Supreme Court voting rights ruling fuels a new push to defend Black representation

Grace James
Night Assignment Desk/Digital Producer

Logan Dubel

Reporter
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