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Opening Statement 

 

Good afternoon Mr. Chairman Jim Jordan, Ranking Member Jerrold “Jerry” 

Nadler and distinguished members of this committee. I appreciate the 

opportunity to address this committee regarding the status of our southern 

border from the perspective of our community and local law enforcement.  

 

I have served our border community for over 38 years with the Yuma County 

Sheriff’s Office, and prior to that, as a member of our military serving in the 

United States Marine Corps stationed here at M.C.A.S Yuma, located within 

Yuma County, Arizona.  

 

I have always been a genuine believer in my Oath of Office to protect my 

Country, and now Yuma County as the duly elected Sheriff for the past 11 

years. I am an active member of the Arizona Sheriff’s Association, and 

currently serve as an Executive Committee Member for the National Sheriffs’ 

Association, Board Member and past chairman of the National Sheriffs’ 

Association Border Security Committee, Executive Board Member of the 

Western States Sheriffs’ Association and an active member and past chairman 

of the Southwestern Border Sheriff’s Coalition.  

 

All these associations share 3 Objectives: Public Safety, National Security and 

Humanitarian.  

 

In my submitted brief, I have shared with you all an overview of Yuma County 

and the history of our border. I have personally experienced the good, the bad, 

and the ugly of being a border county. Unfortunately, my office has always had 

to deal with border-related crimes, death investigations, and the smuggling of 

illicit drugs, humans, weapons and cash by our Transnational Organizations, 

i.e., criminal cartels.  

 

I am proud of our relationships with all our federal, state and local law 

enforcement partners that serve our communities. I want to take this 

opportunity to thank our Customs & Border Patrol Officers and Agents who 

have worked tirelessly and diligently to protect this great nation. I also want to 

thank all my fellow Sheriffs that stand united for the Rule of Law in the 

protection of their communities. And, finally, I want to thank my constituents for 

their patience and support in a time of crisis and disarray. 
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To best understand my presentation, you need to understand where we were over 2 years ago. My 

county was one on the safest border counties based on our collective governmental efforts, 

messaging and yes, 100% consequence delivery in enforcement efforts against the criminal element 

supported by the Rule of Law. 

 

Apprehensions by USBP were an average of roughly 40 a day. When the policies of this 

administration changed, our federal agents immediately averaged 200+ a day, then 400+ a day, to 

over 1,000 a day in apprehensions.  

 

 

Direct Impact to My County/Office  

 

The citizens of Yuma County and law enforcement faced a huge migrant crisis along the river 

corridor. Last federal fiscal year, there were 310,000 give ups. So far this federal fiscal year, we are 

currently at 93,000. In Yuma County, we had 28,000 known got aways last federal fiscal year, and 

5,000 so far this federal fiscal year.  

 

Yuma County is an agricultural community supplying 90% of the winter leafy greens to the whole of 

the United States during the winter season. Because of the proximity of the fields to the river 

corridor, it’s visually an environmental disaster on the river area ecosystem with tons of trash, 

pharmaceuticals, and biological waste being left by those crossing the river illegally. Yuma County 

Emergency Management alone has had to budget general fund dollars to lease porta johns to keep 

individuals from defecating in crops ($70,000.00 impact). 

 

The price tag for migrants being illegally smuggled by the cartels begins at $6,000 per UDA and up.  

 

These smugglers include juveniles being recruited via social media by the cartels to smuggle 

humans and narcotics into the country. Children are the pawns in the Cartels money-making 

schemes. 

 

Roughly 400 to 800 juveniles cross our border every day to go to school. In Yuma County, the 

cartels use them to body conceal/carry narcotics across and tell them that the Federal government 

won’t charge them with a crime due to being a juvenile. 

 

Border related bookings of undocumented immigrants committing state crimes in Yuma 

County (Detention) Costs    

 

 $445,122.00 for fiscal year 21   

 $323,325.00 for fiscal year 22    

 

These charges included sexual exploitation of minors, narcotics charges, assaults, kidnapping, 

burglary, and theft cases, all of which is absorbed by my local taxpayers.  

 

Our Federal partners across the southwest border made 40,359 arrests of individuals with criminal 

convictions or individuals that were apprehended and wanted by local law enforcement. 

 



Narcotics Seizures 

 

 In 2021, over 5 million dosages of Fentanyl were seized on the Arizona border.  

 In 2022, over 12,000 pounds (54,431,084.40 dosage units) of Fentanyl was seized on the 

southwest border.  

 

From a local perspective, there were 50 overdose deaths in 2022 in Yuma County. 

 
 

Immigrant Death / Murder Investigations  

 

700+ deaths in the desert along southwest border 

 

 2021 = 30   

 2022 = 70  

 2023 = 3 YTD 

 

 

Smuggled Migrants Encountered  

 

 2021 = 1,821 encounters with smuggled undocumented immigrants referred to USBP  

 2022 = 4,650 encounters with smuggled undocumented immigrants referred to USBP 

 911 calls from smuggled immigrants abandoned in the Desert = 759 

 

 

Financial Crimes 

 

In 2021, I authorized an effort to identify and combat the influx of illegal monies into Yuma County. 

The ensuing effort resulted in the discovery of the use of local banking institutions to move monies 

from the United States into Mexico.   

 

In the four month period of September 2021 to January 2022, two people and one business moved 

$664,000 from U.S. banks into Mexico. In the two month period of April-June 2021, one business 

alone moved $329,000. 

 

As the initiative expanded and matured, in 2022 three people were discovered to have moved about 

$1,600,000 in a 10 month period, in addition to another estimated $950,000 from other accounts in a 

4 month period for an estimated total over $2.5 million. 

 

Our initiative continues and in the latter part of 2022, another 11 individuals were identified as 

  2021 2022 

Fentanyl 11 lbs.  10 lbs. 

Heroin  7 lbs. 5 grams 

Cocaine 65 lbs.  10 lbs. 

Meth 708 lbs. 740 lbs. 
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moving roughly $3 million dollars between the U.S. and Mexico in a 3 month period; and one 

company was identified as moving $1.9 million in a 90 day period.  

 

These monies are but the tip of the iceberg, and does not take into account the amount of monies 

moving through Yuma County crypto-ATMs, which to our estimate exceeds $500,000 in a 6-8 month 

period. 

 

Our effort in this arena continues with our Federal partners and the Yuma County Attorney’s Office.  

 

Agents, DPS Officers, Deputies and Local Law Enforcement Officers are facing dangerous 

scenarios/criminals as a direct result of an “Open Border” exploited by these criminal cartels for 

violence, fear and greed.  

 

Sheriffs, including myself, collectively met personally with Secretary of Homeland Security Mayorkas 

when he assumed his position of trust and shared a 16-point action plan of success on the border, 

which is included in your packet, only to find out he never looked at it. 

 

By allowing our border security mission and immigration laws to be discretionary, as it is being done 

under this administration’s policies, just allows criminal cartels to continue to be the true winners. 

 

Their exploitation of mankind is simply “Modern Day Narco Slavery”. Allowing thousands of pounds 

of illicit drugs into our country that continue to erode the core-values of families, schools and 

subsequently killing Americans on an average of 270 every day is completely unacceptable at any 

level. Experiencing migrant deaths without a reasonable process while U.S. Congress and this 

Administration intentionally avoids reality is gross negligence.  

 

Our voice of reason has been buried during what we call an “Intellectual Avoidance” by this 

Administration, and yes, members of U.S. Congress.  

 

Communities have been neglected and abandoned, relying solely on our own local and state 

resources to address a border that is in crisis mode with no real tangible plan by the Secretary of 

Homeland Security actually being shared or implemented to address these impacts.  

 

Our southern border, against all public comfort statements out of Washington D.C., is in the worst 

shape I have ever seen in my career.  

 

When one looks at Public Safety, National Security, and Humanitarian, our southern border can only 

be described as the largest crime scene in the country.  

 

The morale of our Federal agents is extremely low and the collective frustration is very high amongst 

law enforcement at all levels and most importantly, our citizens.  

 

I am a true believer that Customs and Border Patrol are the experts on Border Security while 

Sheriffs and Police Chiefs are the experts on community. Together, this is a recipe of success for all 

communities.  
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Our efforts and team work philosophy with our local, state and federal law enforcement partners 

has proven to be beneficial in bringing overdue solutions to an unsecure border.  

 

Unfortunately, border security has become a discretionary program for those federally elected 

leaders and policy makers that have been entrusted to protect our freedoms and liberties.  

 

As a Sheriff elected by the good people of my county, my biggest fear—which is shared with all 

Sheriffs—is the loss of life to one of our citizens and/or law enforcement officers/agents that 

would be attributed to a border that is NOT secure. We have seen it happen on more than one 

occasion.    

 

One would hope the priority of securing our border doesn’t become just about a price tag and/or 

political posturing, but rather the legal and moral requirement to safeguard all of America, which 

so many heroic Americans have already paid the ultimate price for. 

 

Today’s opportunity to address this committee in a border community outside of the Washington 

D.C. environment instills fresh hope that our voice does matter and on behalf of the citizens of 

Yuma County, Arizona and beyond, we hope that you will carry out your Constitutional mandate 

to bring positive change to an overdue vulnerable situation.  

 

In closing, my fellow Sheriffs across the border and I have tried to partner with this administration, 

to include the President of the United States, with high hopes to share a collective message, 

collective action plan, support the rule of law, prioritize our southern border, and provide updates 

regarding community impacts and concerns with little to no success.  

 

I will leave you with this final statement. We all serve the priorities of Americans based on our 

shared Oaths of Office to keep them safe, enhance their quality of life, and support the Rule of 

Law absent political affiliation or the concern of reelection. 

 

I ask each one of you to reflect on this statement as you serve those that placed you into the 

office of trust.  

 

Once again, I thank this committee for the invitation and opportunity to provide testimony. And 

now, I stand ready to answer any questions by members.  

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Sheriff Leon N. Wilmot 
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Attachments 

1. Sheriff Leon N. Wilmot Biography 

2. SCAAP Statistics Summary for Arizona Sheriffs, 2009–2019 

3. Letter from Nation’s Sheriffs, February 9, 2023 

4. SWBSC Vote of No Confidence in Vice President Kamala Harris 

5. WSSA Vote of No Confidence in DHS Alejandro Mayorkas 

6. Migrant Death location map 2021 

7. Migrant Death location map 2022 

8. Miscellaneous Photographs 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE    
February 9, 2023 
 

Nation’s Sheriffs Call for the Eradication of Drug Cartels, Starting with the Sinaloa 
and Jalisco New Generation Cartels 

The American Sheriff Alliance implores for action to stop the flow of illicit narcotics into the 
United States by Mexican Cartels 

 
(Washington, DC) – The American Sheriff Alliance met in Washington, DC, last week to discuss the 
continued rise in overdose deaths and violence plaguing their jurisdictions in all areas of the country. 
These troubling patterns can all be traced to two main drivers of illicit narcotics into the United States 
– the Mexican Sinaloa and the Jalisco New Generation Cartels, both Transnational Criminal 
Organizations (TCOs) which are headquartered south of the United States border with Mexico.  
 
On September 11, 2001, terrorists killed 2,977 innocent people and our nation was outraged. America’s  
response included declaring a war on terrorism and bringing justice to the victims of this unthinkable 
tragedy by holding terrorists and terrorist countries accountable. 
 
Last year, on December 14, 2022, the White House issued a statement regarding the Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s (CDC) release of provisional drug overdose death data for the 12-month 
period ending in August 2022. Over 107,000 overdose deaths were recorded in this one-year period, 
with most attributed to illicit synthetic drugs like fentanyl and methamphetamine, often in 
combination with other drugs, including cocaine and heroin. Despite the incredible number of deaths, 
which can be directly attributed to the trafficking of illegal narcotics into the United States by the 
Mexican Cartels there has been little call to action or change in foreign policy to address this alarming 
issue. This crisis has caused 35 more times the amount of death to American citizens in a one-year 
period than was inflicted upon the U.S. on September 11th by Al-Qaeda and Osama Bin Laden. 
 
The Mexican drug cartels, as well-documented in the successful prosecution of Joaquín Archivaldo 
Guzmán Loera, also known as El Chapo, operate sophisticated crime operations fueled by fear, terror, 
intimidation, extortion, and murder. These criminal organizations are directly responsible for the 
increases in deaths, human trafficking, sex trafficking, and unprecedented violence occurring in cities 
and counties across our nation. These cartels and their operatives are operating with disastrous  effects 
not just on our southern border, but their influence can also be felt across our northern border and 
maritime borders as they seek to exploit all avenues to deliver lethal narcotics and violent criminals 
into our communities. 
 
Sheriff Greg Champagne, of St. Charles Parish, Louisiana, and President of the National Sheriffs’ 
Association (NSA) stated, “We can no longer allow these murderers to terrorize our communities. We 
need every American to join us in demanding our government focus on this crisis and take whatever 
actions are necessary to eliminate these criminal networks and operations.”  
 
“This is not a partisan issue. This is a life-and-death issue,” said Sheriff Bill Brown, of Santa Barbara 
County, California, and Vice President of the Major County Sheriffs of America (MCSA). “Two 
criminal organizations, the Sinaloa and Jalisco New Generation cartels, operate in Mexico with near 
impunity, producing and trafficking fentanyl and other deadly drugs that are killing more than 
100,000 Americans every year. America’s sheriffs are calling for meaningful change in our nation’s 



foreign policy. The federal government must put greater pressure on the Mexican government to take 
aggressive action to disrupt and destroy these unlawful cartels. The current situation is intolerable 
and cannot stand.” 
 
Sheriff Brett Schroetlin, of Grand County, Colorado, and President of the Western States Sheriffs’ 
Association (WSSA) said, “These cartels are operating in every part of our nation. It’s not an urban, 
suburban, or rural issue. These massive, well-financed criminal enterprises kill, enslave, and destroy 
families and communities. We need the people of the United States to demand , that our government 
commit the necessary resources to eliminate these organizations here and abroad as they did following 
the horrific events of 9/11. 
 
“This is not an immigration issue; this is a public safety and public health issue. It’s not just the 
violence and drugs, it’s the sexual assaults, human trafficking, enslavement, and fear and terror that 
are destroying neighborhoods here in the United States,” stated Sheriff Eddie Guerra, of Hidalgo 
County, Texas, and Chairman of the Southwestern Border Sheriffs’ Coalition (SWBSC). “We are 
asking every person who knows someone who has died or family who has suffered at the hands of 
these criminal organizations, to make their voices heard with their federal, state, and local elected 
officials who have the power to create the necessary change.” 
 
Sheriff Eusevio Salinas, of Zavala County, Texas, and Chairman of the Texas Border Sheriffs’ Coalition 
(TBSC) said, “Americans can save lives by calling upon the President of the United States,  U.S. 
Senators, and  representatives in Congress  and  demanding immediate, comprehensive action to 
identify and destroy these criminal operations, wherever they may exist. Until our elected officials 
stand up to fight this epidemic sweeping the nation, we will continue to set records related to the 
number of our loved ones we continue to lose each year at the hand of these violent cartels.” 
 
The American Sheriff Alliance is imploring the public to demand their elected officials use every 
available sanction and accountability tools at their disposal in combating the atrocities committed 
against our country and its citizens  by the Sinaloa and Jalisco New Generation Cartels. Without such 
action, these dangerous cartels will continue to destroy the very fabric of our families and 
communities. 

### 
 
Media Contacts: 
 
National Sheriffs’ Association   Major County Sheriffs of America 
Patrick Royal, PIO    Megan Noland, Executive Director 
patrickroyal@sheriffs.org    mnoland@mcsheriffs.com 
 
Western States Sheriffs’ Association  Southwestern Border Sheriffs’ Coalition 
Sheriff Brett Schroetlin    Sheriff Clint McDonald  
bschroetlin@co.grand.co.us    cmcdonald@txbsc.org 
 
Texas Border Sheriff’s Coalition 
Sheriff Clint McDonald 
cmcdonald@txbsc.org 
-------------- 

The American Sheriff Alliance consists of sheriffs, leadership, and chief law enforcement officers from the 
National Sheriffs’ Association, Major County Sheriffs of America, the Western State Sheriffs’ Association, the 
Southwestern Border Sheriffs’ Coalition, and the Texas Border Sheriff’s Coalition. This alliance was formed to 
advocate for policy change and reform in order to keep our nation’s citizens safe as well as support the men and 
women who protect and serve the United States of America.  
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Whereas, the Southwestern Border Sheriff’s Coalition represents Sheriffs from 4 states 
whose counties are within 25 miles of the Southern Border or contain a permanent federal 
checkpoint,  
 
Our membership works together with our federal partners to secure our communities and 
country amidst the ongoing crisis at the border. Over the past 12 months we have 
witnessed the continued breach of the border by illegal Immigrants who seek to find 
refuge in the United States. Many are hoping to reach our homeland in search of a life of 
freedom. Many will come here with a debt owed to the transnational criminal cartels of 
Mexico and South America. For some, reaching the United States marks the beginning of 
years of drug distribution, modern-day slavery, and sex trafficking in order to pay back 
the criminal cartels for the privilege of being smuggled into the United States And, 
 
Whereas, this is not a new phenomenon. This has been occurring for decades. This is the 
reason our dedicated Officers and Agents from Customs and Border Patrol and our 
Nation's Sheriffs are coming together to share a common mission to secure our borders 
and communities. A collective effort to deter the northward flow of illegal immigrants and 
drugs continues to be a priority for these law enforcement professionals.  Over the last 
year, the problem at our southern border has continued to get worse with an increase in 
illicit smuggling and criminal violence challenging every community within our nation  
And,  
 
Whereas, Today, we are witnessing a complete and total breakdown of policies 
compared to past years. Over a 379% increase of border encounters compared to 
the previous fiscal year. The getaway numbers are staggering resulting in dangerous 
criminals flowing into our communities leaving innocent Americans vulnerable. What is 
significantly concerning is the fact that these are individuals from over 160+ countries and 
some from countries of special interest with terrorist ties. The Vice President, Kamala 
Harris was appointed and sworn into her position under her Oath of Office to protect the 
Rule of Law and Americans. As our nation's Vice President, she is responsible for 
carrying out those public safety responsibilities delegated to the United States. Since her 
appointment, we have seen her policies enacted that are focused on her personal and 
political ideologies that only serve to dismantle the security of our country and the 
enforcement efforts of the hard-working federal officers assigned to an extremely difficult 
task And, 
 
Whereas, America's Sheriffs have watched in disbelief as the southern border has turned 
into an invisible line in the sand. Border Patrol agents have been relegated to daycare 
supervisors at housing units and when they do attempt to act, they are scrutinized, placed 
on administrative leave and investigated for political gain. The tragedy of an invisible 
border is being realized across the United States. Massive amounts of drugs are moving 
across the interstate highways and small rural roads to a town near you. American citizens 
continue to die from overdoses in this country at an alarming rate each and every day. 
Current statistics show that more people have died in the United States from fentanyl 
overdoses than from COVID in the past 20 months. Fentanyl is coming across our 
southern border and into the interior of the United States at an alarming and unacceptable 
rate. Violent crime is increasing throughout the United States and examples of the 
atrocities carried out by illegal immigrants are beginning to surface 
in the media.  
 
 

Southwestern Border Sheriff’s Coalition 
P.O. Box  821  Junction, TX 76849 

Tel: (325) 215-2403 
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THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOUTHWESTERN 
BORDER SHERIFF’S COALITION 
 
After witnessing this disaster over the past year and listening to the continued rhetoric and intellectual 
dishonesty from Vice President Harris, The Southwestern Border Sheriff’s Coalition, and its membership 
must emphatically state our position of having NO confidence in the ability of Vice President Kamala 
Harris, and her leadership within the office of Vice President, to affect any positive outcome on this 
matter. 
 
Furthermore, we call on President Joe Biden to take the appropriate steps to remove Vice President 
Kamala Harris from her leadership position and appoint a new leader who can recognize, respect, and 
enforce the rule of law for the safety and security of our nation along with the southern and northern 
borders. We demand, and America deserves, a leader who will work collectively with our nation's Sheriffs 
and the U.S. Customs and Border Patrol to regain control of our nation's southern border. 
Finally, A decision to make this change must come immediately. If there is a legitimate "matter of 
National Security" for this nation, at this time, this is certainly one. America's Border Sheriffs, and 
specifically our southwest border Sheriffs, stand united and ready to work with our federal administration 
to restore security and safety on our nation's southern border. 
 
PASSED UNANIMOUSLY B Y THE MEMBERSHIP OF THE SOUTHWESTERN BORDER 
SHERIFF’S COALITION AT THE BUSINESS MEETING IN EL PASO, TEXAS ON APRIL 12, 
2022 

 
 
 
 
 
 

William C. McDonald 
Executive Director 
Southwestern Border Sheriff’s Coalition 
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