
November 3rd, 2021 

 

The Honorable Dick Durbin     The Honorable Chuck Grassley 

Chairman      Ranking Member  

Senate Committee on the Judiciary   Senate Committee on the Judiciary 

711 Hart Senate Office Building    135 Hart Senate Office Building 

Washington DC 20515    Washington, DC 20515  

 

The Honorable Jerrold Nadler   The Honorable Jim Jordan 

Chairman      Ranking Member 

House Committee on the Judiciary   House Committee on the Judiciary 

2141 Rayburn House Office Building  2056 Rayburn House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515     Washington, DC 20515 

 

 

Chairman Durbin, Chairman Nadler, Ranking Member Grassley and Ranking Member Jordan: 

 

We are survivors of sexual harassment or assault and their allies. We write to ask you to end 

forced arbitration and the silence and abuse it enables. Some of our stories have been shared by 

others in the media, but our stories will never be heard in a courtroom. Case after case filed by 

survivors over the last 20 years prove that forced arbitration shields abusers and the institutions that 

employ them. With this letter, we hope to encourage Congress to put a stop to forced arbitration 

once and for all by passing the Ending Forced Arbitration of Sexual Assault and Sexual Harassment 

Act of 2021.   

 

S2342: https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2342/text?r=3&s=3 

HR4445: https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4445/text?r=1&s=2  

 

Many of the signatories on this letter come from places of privilege and access; we are news 

anchors, investment bankers, journalists, attorneys, law students and activists, and yet we have no 

power in the face of forced arbitration.  With this letter, we hope to shine a light on this issue, and to 

remind policy makers that for every one of us, there are millions more survivors in the shadows 

whose voices have been forever silenced by forced arbitration.  Unlike millions of Americans, we 

can use our platforms to advocate for the passage of this bipartisan, bicameral legislation, which 

would simply return to survivors the choice of how to pursue accountability against abusers.  We 

believe that survivors deserve the right to tell their own stories and to choose to tell them publicly in 

a court of law.    

 

Forced arbitration is a secret process in which private companies hand selected by 

defendants are able to design a system that keeps survivors silent and allows sexual misconduct to 

go unchecked.  What most people don’t know when they start a job is that buried in the small print 

of their employee handbook or in the reams of forms, they are hurriedly asked to sign on their first 

day of work are words that will forever deprive them of the chance to seek justice if sexually 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2342/text?r=3&s=3
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4445/text?r=1&s=2


harassed or assaulted.  If a survivor wants to bring a case in a public courtroom, why should an 

arcane federal law, passed in 1925 (before anyone ever used the phrase “sexual harassment” and 

intended to apply to business-to-business transactions only), preclude the survivor from bringing the 

case?  The horror of forced arbitration is that when one survivor is silenced, countless others will 

unknowingly follow down the path of harassment and abuse by accepting employment with 

companies that protect and often promote sexual predators.   

 

To their credit, a few major U.S. corporations have voluntarily agreed to stop  invoking 

forced arbitration clauses, but those companies are few and far between. Please do not forgo your 

responsibility as legislators and leave survivors at the mercy of corporations to decide when and if 

to use forced arbitration when it suits them. Simply put, the practice must stop for ALL survivors.  

Please stand with survivors and pass The Ending Force Arbitration of Sexual Assault & Sexual 

Harassment Act. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Gretchen Carlson, Co-Chair Lift Our Voices, Female Empowerment Advocate, Journalist, Author 

Alison Accettola  

Karen Sue Allen 

Karlito Almeda 

Ali Althaus 

Jennifer Anderson Alonzi 

Stephanie Arble 

Michele Atha 

Cheryl Auger, Owner of Ban SUP Refill 

Tracy Avin, Troop HR 

Jade Baker-LeFaive 

Janet Becker 

Alyssa Bell 

Lisa Beebe 

Juan Bell 

Lisa Benner 

Megan Beyer 

Melissa Bickerton 

Julia Birnbaum 

Dacia Bridges 

Asonya Brinson 

Mary Bonaventure 

Debra Bonomi  

Gayle Brodie 

Ginette Brouard 

Saffron Burrows 

Jill Bush 

Kathleen Butcher 

Sheryl Bybee 



Julie Bye 

Adele Camens 

Beverly Canello  

Shawn Carey 

Cathy Carson 

Scarlett Castro-Dixon 

Ann Caylor 

Cigdem Knebel, Skot & Bell Publishing 

Kay Chase 

Leng Leng Chancey 

Kristie Cheek 

Michell Chisham 

Debbie Cohen  

Jessica Craven 

Tracy Cook 

Phyllis Comeaux 

Miriam Correa 

Mary Dahmen 

Judyth Daniels 

Lisa Davis 

Sue Daugherty 

Sonia Delgado 

Kathleen Deutch 

Laurie Dhue, National Recovery Advocate, Former National TV News Anchor  

Angela DiLemme  

Eirene Donohue 

Helen Fahey 

Diana Falzone, Journalist  

Rosa Faris, Galloway 

Diane Fingar 

Keaton Fletcher 

Linda Frew 

Joyce Frohn 

Karin Garfin, Former Anchor for New York 1/ Charter Communications 

Gretchen Garrigues 

Tanuja Gupta, Google Program Manager, Founder of Googlers for Ending Forced Arbitration,  

Anne Garcia 

Lauren Garner 

Mariam Ghaith 

Sharita Grant 

Geri Grey 

Judith Gordon 

Kate Grodd 

Katherine Gunther 

Erin Garcia 

Jean Glaraton 

Lidia Goldthorn 

Kelly Giannetti 



Sandra Garza 

Gitte Hagensen, ENERVEX, Inc.,  

Kelsey Honz 

Marisa Hodgdon  

Vanessa Hazlett Kasik 

Roxanne Hanson 

Cathy Helton 

Rochelle Hardin 

Leland Hanna 

Dori Howard 

Daria Hutchinson 

Rihana Herbert 

Hashi Hanta 

Jordan Harff 

Adrienne Jenkins 

Tameka Jones 

Lois Jordan 

NJ Jennings 

Deanna Johnson 

Zada Johnson 

LeDina Joy 

Sabeen Kalyan-Masih  

Jennifer Keene 

Minna J. Kotkin, Professor of Law, Brooklyn Law School 

Elise Kalfayan 

Cathy Kinsey 

Valerie Lohr 

Stacy Lord 

Paula lafferty 

Joyce Lafon 

Carol Lacks 

Jennifer Lewis 

Joelle Leslie Lewis 

Kela Lige 

Sheri Liguori 

Gwen Lewis 

Donna Lordandeau 

Mita Mallick, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Executive 

Senator Sarah McBride, Delaware State Senator 

Allie McGuire, Awareness Ties 

Nola Miller 

Shane Mitchell 

Maya Morris 

Joy March 

Rachael Mason 

Antoinette Montani 

Leslie Miguel-Gomez 

Joan Morrow 



Nicolette Manzie 

Lynda Monson 

Candace McGinn 

Kathleen Murphy 

Carol Midboe 

Marisa Mahler 

Wanda Moore 

Elizabeth Monroy 

Andowah Newton  

Kathryn Nalty 

Betty McNiel 

Deborah Neilsen 

Carolyn Nuessen 

Sheila Oliver, Current New Jersey Lt Governor. 

Jackie Odell 

Emily Ouckama 

Laura Owens 

Sandra Otero 

Cynthia Otteson 

Margaret O'Halloran 

Jessica Pavone 

Johanna Perry, People Experience Manager 

Deborah Pasachoff 

Linda Perez 

Jamie Elyse Perez 

Carol Pope 

Keiona Pruitt 

Ela Pete 

Maris Pelkey 

Mia Porter 

Marie Paylich 

Chelsea Prim 

Tiffany Pfeiffer 

Kayley Perkins  

Billie Quist 

M.Kathleen Quinnin 

Amy Quiroz 

Monica Ramirez, Justice for Migrant Woman  

Elizabeth Randall, Former Rep Assemblywoman 

Deanna Rich, Infinicept 

Julie Roginsky, Co-Chair, Lift Our Voices 

Tanya Roginsky 

Kristin Ritter 

Ester Rivera 

Carrie Rinaldi 

Alison Rolling 

Maggie Rose 

Marsha Roselli 



Jane M Rein 

Lissette Rodriguez 

Erica Rosbe 

Wendra Raley-Gonzalez 

Ruth Riordan 

Diane Rosen 

Loraine Russo 

Celeste Russell 

Lisa Sales, ERA Coalition Advisory Council 

Karen Said 

Susan Sanders 

Martha Savoie 

Adrienne Schorr 

Keanakay Scott 

Sara Seberger 

Jennifer Severns 

Rachel Sheeran 

Lily Silbert 

Suzanne Shaughnessy 

Rose Sheahen 

Lonnie Sheinart 

Julie Strandlie 

Julie Strandle 

Laurie Stricks 

Sherry Marks Shpall 

Amy Shargel 

Jessica Stamen 

Julia Smith  

Mary Anne Smith 

Stacy Sullivan 

Rae Sustello 

Julia Szlakowski 

Patricia Teffenhart 

Yvette Tessle,  

Lorri Thornton 

Marsha Thomason- Sykes 

Loretta Timmerman 

Lena Townend 

Jessica Tardieu Haines 

Mia Trachinger 

Dawn Tarter 

Jacquie Vannoy 

Patricia Villarreal 

Karen Ward, former Ernst & Young partner 

Tracy Warren, Managing shareholder Buchalter San Diego/Sports Broadcaster 

New Jersey Senate Majority Leader Loretta Weinberg 

Catherine Weitnauer 

Vivian Wallens 



Alexandra Winder 

Clara Wintermute 

Jennifer Wood 

Kelly Walker 

Katie Watroba 

Theresa Waverla 

Christina Willis 

Colleen Washington 

Haeyoung Yoon 

Judith Zaepfel 

 

 

 


