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Nunes Ally Kash
Patel Who Fought
Russia Probe Gets
Senior White House
National Security
Job
Patel was one of the leading staffers pushing
back against FBI investigations of Trump-
Russia. He’s now senior director of the
National Security Council’s terrorism
directorate.
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Political Reporter
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Drew Angerer

A former congressional

staffer who worked feverishly

to discredit the Russia

investigation has recently

been promoted on the

National Security Council

staff. 

Kash Patel, who helmed the

efforts of former House

Intelligence Committee

Chairman Devin Nunes to

scrutinize the court-

authorized surveillance of a

Trump associate has taken on

the role of Senior Director of

the Counterterrorism

Directorate of the National

Security Council (NSC),

according to two sources

familiar with the move. 

Earlier this year, Patel left

Capitol Hill for the NSC’s

Directorate of International
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His latest promotion—to a

leadership post focusing on

counterterrorism—has not

previously been reported. A

spokesperson for the NSC

declined to comment. 

The vast majority of Hill

staffers stay studiously out of

the news. But Patel drew

national attention in early

2018, when Nunes oversaw

the production and release of

a memo on surveillance of

Trump campaign advisor

Carter Page. The memo

enraged officials at the

Justice Department and the

FBI, who said that they had

no say in its creation and that

it unfairly characterized

standard intelligence-

gathering practices. But it

was a watershed moment for

the right’s critics of the

Mueller probe and of senior

DOJ leadership. 

The memo was part of a

broader effort from Nunes to

investigate the origins of the

FBI’s counterintelligence

probe into the Kremlin and

the Trump campaign—the

project that then-Special
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Counsel Robert Mueller took

over. Nunes’ investigation-of-

the-investigators picked up

steam as the public’s

understanding of Russia’s

2016 interference

skyrocketed. Many saw the

effort as a way to run

interference for the Trump

administration, and Nunes’

decision to make a late-night

visit to the White House early

in the process only raised

suspicions. 

But in other quarters, Nunes

became a folk hero. And so

did Patel. Carter Page, the

Trump foreign policy advisor

whose Russia links concerned

the Intelligence Community,

tweeted Patel’s praises when

news broke months ago of his

departure from the Hill. 

Carter Page, Ph
@carterwpage

When the history of the 
Democrats' corrupt 
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Patel also sparred with Rod

Rosenstein during his time

supervising the Russia probe.

In emails that Fox News

obtained, Patel wrote that

Rosenstein threatened to

subpoena the committee’s

emails and records. And on

Sean Hannity’s Fox News

show, Fox contributor Sara

Carter said Rosenstein issued

“direct threats” to Patel, in an

effort “to keep these people

quiet, to keep the American

people from hearing the

truth.” But Rosenstein denied

under oath that he

threatened committee staff,

and the issue faded. 

the rule of law. A brilliant 
lawyer, the NSC will now 
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The alums of the Russia saga

have, mostly, moved on.

Rosenstein stepped down

from the DOJ and returned

to private life. Nunes lost his

post as chairman when

Democrats flipped the House.

Mueller, after marathon

Congressional testimony,

returned to civilian life. And

now Patel has moved from

countering the Deep State to

counterterrorism.

Betsy Swan
Political Reporter

@woodruffbets

betsy.woodruff@thedailybeast.com

Got a tip? Send it to The Daily Beast here.
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Iran’s
‘Counterpunch’
After Slaying of
Soleimani
The consequences may not come quickly or
directly. But they could be enormous.

Christopher Dickey, Adam Rawnsley, Erin Banco

Updated Jan. ��, ���� ��:��AM ET 
Published Jan. ��, ���� ��:��AM ET 

“Some will celebrate, some

will mourn, some will seek

revenge,” said an Iraqi official

as word spread in Baghdad

on Thursday night that the

Iranian general Qassem

Soleimani had been killed in

an American airstrike. But

there is little question, the

official added, that U.S.

relations with Baghdad are in

“real jeopardy.”
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The consequences may not

come quickly or directly. But

they could be enormous. At

their most dire, this strike

may be the beginning of a

much wider war in the

Middle East—perhaps even

the all-out war with Iran that

Trump has said he wants to

avoid.

In a tweet early Friday,

Trump sounded a bellicose

note: “Iran never won a war,

but never lost a negotiation!”

Donald J. Trump
@realDonaldTrump

Iran never won a war, but 
never lost a negotiation!

���K �:�� AM - Jan
�, ����

��.�K people are
talking about this

Loading...We have more news than 2020 has candidates. Get full access with Beast Insid

MEMBERS ONLY

JOIN
EXCLUSIVE CONTENT
MY ACCOUNT
LOG OUT

JOIN

https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1213078681750573056
https://twitter.com/intent/like?tweet_id=1213078681750573056
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1213078681750573056
https://support.twitter.com/articles/20175256
https://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1213078681750573056
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/members-only
https://www.thedailybeast.com/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership?tdb_source=join-now-button&tdb_medium=article


1/3/2020 Kash Patel, Devin Nunes Ally Who Fought Russia Probe, Gets Senior White House National Security Job

https://www.thedailybeast.com/kash-patel-devin-nunes-ally-who-fought-russia-probe-gets-senior-white-house-national-security-job 9/9

ABOUT CONTACT TIPS JOBS HELP PRIVACY CODE OF ETHICS & STANDARDS TERMS & CONDITIONS COPYRIGHT & TRADEMARK

SITEMAP COUPONS

Advertise With Us

© ���� The Daily Beast Company LLC

We have more news than 2020 has candidates. Get full access with Beast Insid

JOIN
EXCLUSIVE CONTENT
MY ACCOUNT
LOG OUT

JOIN

https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/company/about-us
https://www.thedailybeast.com/company/contact-us
https://www.thedailybeast.com/tips
http://iac.com/careers/job-listings
https://www.thedailybeast.com/company/help
https://www.thedailybeast.com/company/privacy-policy
https://www.thedailybeast.com/company/code-of-ethics
https://www.thedailybeast.com/company/terms-of-use
https://www.thedailybeast.com/company/copyright-trademark
https://www.thedailybeast.com/sitemap
https://coupons.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/advertising
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership
https://www.thedailybeast.com/keyword/members-only
https://www.thedailybeast.com/account
https://www.thedailybeast.com/
https://www.thedailybeast.com/membership?tdb_source=join-now-button&tdb_medium=article

