
1/2/2020 Rudy Giuliani Plans Ukraine Trip to Push for Inquiries That Could Help Trump - The New York Times

https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/09/us/politics/giuliani-ukraine-trump.html 1/4

By Kenneth P. Vogel

May 9, 2019

WASHINGTON — Rudolph W. Giuliani, President Trump’s personal lawyer, is encouraging
Ukraine to wade further into sensitive political issues in the United States, seeking to push the
incoming government in Kiev to press ahead with investigations that he hopes will benefit Mr.
Trump.

Mr. Giuliani said he plans to travel to Kiev, the Ukrainian capital, in the coming days and wants to
meet with the nation’s president-elect to urge him to pursue inquiries that allies of the White House
contend could yield new information about two matters of intense interest to Mr. Trump.

One is the origin of the special counsel’s investigation into Russia’s interference in the 2016
election. The other is the involvement of former Vice President Joseph R. Biden Jr.’s son in a gas
company owned by a Ukrainian oligarch.

Mr. Giuliani’s plans create the remarkable scene of a lawyer for the president of the United States
pressing a foreign government to pursue investigations that Mr. Trump’s allies hope could help him
in his re-election campaign. And it comes after Mr. Trump spent more than half of his term facing
questions about whether his 2016 campaign conspired with a foreign power.

“We’re not meddling in an election, we’re meddling in an investigation, which we have a right to
do,” Mr. Giuliani said in an interview on Thursday when asked about the parallel to the special
counsel’s inquiry.

“There’s nothing illegal about it,” he said. “Somebody could say it’s improper. And this isn’t foreign
policy — I’m asking them to do an investigation that they’re doing already and that other people
are telling them to stop. And I’m going to give them reasons why they shouldn’t stop it because
that information will be very, very helpful to my client, and may turn out to be helpful to my
government.”
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Mr. Giuliani’s planned trip, which has not been previously reported, is part of a monthslong effort
by the former New York mayor and a small group of Trump allies working to build interest in the
Ukrainian inquiries. Their motivation is to try to discredit the special counsel’s investigation;
undermine the case against Paul Manafort, Mr. Trump’s imprisoned former campaign chairman;
and potentially to damage Mr. Biden, the early front-runner for the 2020 Democratic presidential
nomination.

The investigations had been opened by Ukrainian prosecutors serving during the term of the
country’s current president, Petro O. Poroshenko. He lost his re-election bid last month to
Volodymyr Zelensky, a comedian and political newcomer. Mr. Zelensky has said he would like to
replace the prosecutor who oversaw some of the matters, Yuriy Lutsenko, who has met multiple
times with Mr. Giuliani to discuss the issues.

Mr. Zelensky is set to take office on June 3.

Mr. Giuliani said he had been planning for several weeks to travel to Kiev to deliver a paid speech
to a Jewish group about Middle East policy.

But intermediaries for Mr. Giuliani worked to organize meetings with people who they believed
would have insights into the incoming Zelensky administration and the investigations in which Mr.
Giuliani was interested. And in recent days, Mr. Giuliani reached out through intermediaries to
request a meeting with Mr. Zelensky, he said, adding, “It’s not confirmed yet.”

If the meeting does occur, Mr. Giuliani said, “I am going to tell him what I know about the people
that are surrounding him, and how important it is to do a full, complete and fair investigation.”

He said his efforts in Ukraine have the full support of Mr. Trump. He declined to say specifically
whether he had briefed him on the planned meeting with Mr. Zelensky, but added, “He basically
knows what I’m doing, sure, as his lawyer.”

The White House did not immediately respond to a request for comment on Thursday.

Mr. Trump has called attention to the scrutiny of Mr. Biden’s son Hunter Biden, and to questions
about the former vice president’s involvement in the removal of a Ukrainian prosecutor whose
office had authority over investigations of the oligarch whose company paid Hunter Biden.

Mr. Trump has also sought to stir up interest in claims that Ukrainian officials tried to benefit
Hillary Clinton in 2016 by focusing attention on Mr. Manafort’s business in Ukraine. The attention
forced Mr. Manafort to resign from the Trump campaign, but allies of the Ukrainian officials
involved have denied that they acted improperly to benefit Mrs. Clinton’s campaign. Mr. Trump has
recently suggested he would like Attorney General William P. Barr to look into the material
gathered by the Ukrainian prosecutors.

Mr. Giuliani has been working on the effort with other allies of Mr. Trump whose involvement has
not been previously reported, including Victoria Toensing, a lawyer who was named last year,
along with her husband, as part of the legal team representing the president in the special
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counsel’s investigation. The appointment was rescinded less than one week later amid concerns
about conflicts of interest, but Mr. Trump’s legal team suggested that Ms. Toensing and her
husband, Joseph E. diGenova, would assist the president “in other legal matters.”

On social media and in regular appearances on Fox News, the couple advanced the theory that the
special counsel’s investigation was the result of a Justice Department effort to frame Mr. Trump.
They increasingly began pushing the claim that “the real collusion began in @Ukraine,” as Ms.
Toensing put it in a post on Twitter in March.

The tweet spotlighted a story in the conservative media in which Mr. Lutsenko, Ukraine’s top
prosecutor, announced he was opening an investigation into whether Ukrainian officials tried to
help Mrs. Clinton during the 2016 presidential election by disseminating documents related to Mr.
Manafort’s work in Ukraine before 2014.

Ms. Toensing has also met with Mr. Lutsenko, the Ukrainian prosecutor who has pushed the
investigations, Mr. Giuliani said. (Mr. Giuliani had previously said that Ms. Toensing was
representing Mr. Lutsenko, but after this article published, he said that he had been mistaken.)

Ms. Toensing will accompany Mr. Giuliani to Ukraine, he said, explaining that she was “concerned”
for Mr. Lutsenko and wanted the incoming president to “promptly understand what he’s trying to
do.”

Asked about the trip and her interactions with of Mr. Lutsenko, which have not been previously
disclosed, she responded, “I’m not going to talk to you about this matter.”

Also involved in planning the trip and pushing the investigations is Lev Parnas, a Ukrainian-
American businessman who knows Mr. Giuliani well.

Mr. Parnas turned up in Kiev, presenting himself as a representative of Mr. Giuliani seeking
information about Mr. Lutsenko’s claims, and about Hunter Biden’s involvement in the Ukrainian
gas company, according to people familiar with Mr. Parnas’s activity.

He organized a phone call between Mr. Giuliani and Mr. Lutsenko, as well as a separate call
between Mr. Giuliani and Mr. Lutsenko’s predecessor in the Ukrainian prosecutor general’s office,
according to Mr. Giuliani. He said Mr. Parnas also helped arrange a trip to the United States for Mr.
Lutsenko in January. During it, the prosecutor met for hours with Mr. Giuliani in New York.

Mr. Parnas is an executive of an energy company that donated $325,000 to a pro-Trump super PAC
last year, prompting a Federal Election Commission complaint by a nonpartisan campaign finance
watchdog accusing Mr. Parnas, his business partner and the company of violating campaign
finance laws.

A lawyer for Mr. Parnas, who had previously defended the contribution, did not respond to a
request for comment about his client’s work with Mr. Giuliani in Ukraine.

Mr. Giuliani has done work in Ukraine before, having been hired in 2017 by the Ukrainian-Russian
developer Pavel Fuks.
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Mr. Giuliani described that work as related to emergency management consulting, but Mr. Fuks
said in an interview that he hired Mr. Giuliani as “a lobbyist for Kharkiv and Ukraine” to lure
American investors. “This is stated in the contract.”

Mr. Giuliani said that work had ended, and that Mr. Fuks had nothing to do with his current efforts.

“My only client is the president of the United States,” he said. “He’s the one I have an obligation to
report to, tell him what happened.”


