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My name is Mario Eduardo Dorsonville-Rodriguez. | am the Auxiliary Bishop of the Archdiocese
of Washington and the incoming Chairman of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’
Committee on Migration (USCCB/COM). On behalf of USCCB/COM, | would like to thank the
House Committee on the Judiciary, as well as the Committee Chair, Representative Jerrold Nadler
(D-NJ), and the Ranking Member, Representative Doug Collins (R-GA), for holding this important
hearing and for inviting me to testify before the Committee.

The Catholic bishops have long supported and will continue to support Dreamers,! as well as
holders of Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and Deferred Enforced Departure (DED).? We
recognize these individuals as children of God, and we will remain focused in our efforts to ensure
that they and their families can live dignified lives and reach their God-given potential. In this
testimony, | provide a brief overview of USCCB’s work in serving immigrants and advocating for
immigration reform, discuss the importance of finding a permanent solution for Dreamers and TPS
holders, and share our key recommendations for Congress as it seeks a legislative solution for
these individuals.

Catholic Social Teaching and Migration

The work of our Committee on Migration is carried out by USCCB’s Migration and Refugee
Services (USCCB/MRS). USCCB/MRS works to advance the migration-related priorities of our
Committee, which include advocacy and policy advancement around humane and comprehensive
immigration reform, just and proportionate immigration enforcement, and improved access to
justice and due process for immigrants and refugees seeking refuge and fleeing persecution.
Among its many activities, USCCB/MRS is also a long-standing government partner, providing
support for and assistance through the Catholic Charities network to refugees, foreign national and
U.S. citizen human trafficking survivors, Cuban and Haitian entrants, and unaccompanied
immigrant children.

Our work assisting and advocating on behalf of immigrants and refugees stems from the belief that
every person is created in God’s image. We follow the teaching of the Gospel, and in his own life
and work, Jesus identified himself with newcomers and with other marginalized persons in a
special way: “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” (Mt. 25:35). When we see Jesus’s example
we reflect those values.

! Dreamers are young people who were brought to the United States without authorization as children by their parents
or family members. Dreamers include those young people who have received Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals
(DACA), those who are eligible and did not apply for DACA, as well as other undocumented individuals of a similar
age group who did not make the age-cut off for DACA (as they were slightly older or younger at the time). The
Catholic Church advocates for permanent legal protection and a path to citizenship for all Dreamers, not just the
DACA recipient population.

2 TPS was established by Congress through the Immigration Act of 1990. TPS is intended to protect foreign nationals
in the United States from being returned to their home countries if the home country became unsafe to return to during
the time in which the individuals were in the U.S. Countries are designated for TPS due to armed conflict,
environmental disaster, or other extraordinary and temporary conditions. See 8 U.S.C. § 1254a. First used in 1990,
DED is a discretionary and temporary stay of removal that is granted to individuals from certain designated countries.
Nationals from a certain country are designated for DED by the President under his constitutional authority to conduct
foreign relations. Adjudicator’s Field Manual, Section 38.2 — Deferred Enforced Departure, U.S. CITIZENSHIP AND
IMMIGRATION  SERVICES,  https://www.uscis.gov/ilink/docView/AFM/HTML/AFM/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-16606/0-0-0-
16764.html (last visited March 1, 2019).
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Dreamers and TPS and DED holders are our neighbors, parishioners, and — most importantly —
fellow children of God. We, as a Church, have long advocated for their legal protection, full
inclusion into our country and the overall wellbeing of them and their families. USCCB worked
with Members of the House and Senate in helping to draft the first versions of the DREAM Act in
2000 and 2001, and it has been calling for passage of the measure since that time .> Even as we
welcomed the announcement of the Deferred Action for Childhoods Arrivals (DACA) program in
2012, our Committee noted that it was not a substitute for enactment of the DREAM Act or similar
legislative protections.* We steadfastly believe that Dreamers need permanent legal protection,
with a path to citizenship, enacted by Congress.

Similarly, for years, USCCB has advocated for TPS for those seeking safety from the ravages of
violence, environmental disasters, and despair. In fact, USCCB worked closely with Senator
Dennis DeConcini (D-AZ) and Representative Joe Moakley (D-MA) to support enactment of the
authority for TPS in the Immigration Act of 1990.°> Through its global presence and the work of
Catholic Relief Services (CRS), the official humanitarian and development agency of the Catholic
community, the Catholic Church has assisted and ministered to those who have experienced
firsthand the ravages of armed conflict, violence, and environmental disasters in their home
countries. Given this global presence, the Catholic Church consistently advocated for protections
of nationals living in the United States when Congress began debating the concept of temporary
protected status in various forms during the 1980s.°

Over the years, the USCCB and other Catholic entities have encouraged various Presidential
Administrations to designate countries for TPS in situations of environmental disasters and
political instability.” In 2017, USCCB/COM led delegation trips to Haiti® and to EI Salvador and
Honduras® in order to explore conditions and the need to extend TPS for these countries. The

3 USCCB, et al., Letter to Senators Hatch and Durbin on DREAM Act (March 6, 2003) (on file with USCCB).

4 Statement of Archbishop Gomez, Bishops Welcome President’s Deferred Action on Dream Eligible Youth, Urge
Congressional Action on DREAM Act (June 15, 2012), available at http://www.usccbh.org/news/2012/12-110.cfm.

5 See, e.g., USCCB, Letter to President George W. Bush on TPS for El Salvador, Honduras, and Nicaragua (April 4,
2001) (on file with USCCB); USCCB, Letter to President George W. Bush on TPS for Haiti (Oct. 8, 2008) (on file
with USCCB).

& Claire Bergeron, Temporary Protected Status after 25 Years: Addressing the Challenge of Long-Term “Temporary”
Residents and Strengthening a Centerpiece of US Humanitarian Protection, 2 JOURNAL ON MIGRATION AND HUMAN
SECURITY 22, 26-28 (2014).

7 See, e.g., USCCB, Letter to President Barack Obama on TPS for Haiti (Jan. 15, 2010), available at
http://www.uscch.org/news/2010/10-013.cfm; USCCB/COM, et al., Letter to Secretary Jeh Johnson and Secretary
John Kerry on Protection for and Aid to Haitians after Hurricane Matthew (Nov. 1, 2016), available at
https://justiceforimmigrants.org/2016site/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Catholic-Partners-Haiti-Letter-11.1.16-
FINAL1.pdf.

8 USCCB/COM, HAITI’S ONGOING ROAD TO RECOVERY: THE NECESSITY OF AN EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY
PROTECTED STATUS (2017), available at http://www.uscch.org/about/migration-policy/fact-finding-mission-
reports/upload/mrs-haiti-trip-report.pdf.

9 USCCB/COM, TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS: A VITAL PIECE OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN PROTECTION AND
PROSPERITY PuzzLE (2017), available at http://www.uscch.org/about/migration-policy/fact-finding-mission-
reports/upload/el-salvador-honduras-report-20171016.pdf.
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reports found that despite some improvements by home countries, the conditions still existed for
the extension of TPS, most notably as most of the home countries could not adequately handle the
return and reintegration of their nationals as required by the statute.

In addition to our call to protect the individuals directly impacted, the Church also views the need
to protect Dreamers and TPS recipients as the need to protect families — the very foundation of our
country and of our Church. Not only do Dreamers and TPS recipients deserve a chance to stay and
fully integrate in the U.S. through permanent protections — they deserve to be able to stay with
their families. Dreamers and TPS holders and their families should not face family separation.
Family unity is vital for the strength of our country, our Church, and our communities.

Dreamers

Knowing the many contributions of DACA youth to our nation, it was with extreme concern that
we witnessed the Administration’s attempt to terminate the program in 2017.1 And, while the
DACA termination has been partially and temporarily halted due to ongoing litigation, we know
that DACA youth continue to face great uncertainty. Furthermore, we know that many of the over
1.8 million Dreamers do not have DACA protection. For these young people, Congressional action
is the only solution.

We see and hear about this uncertainty every day in our dioceses and in our parishes. | have been
personally impacted by the stories | have heard from DACA youth in the Archdiocese of
Washington. | have witnessed their tears, their secret concerns not only for their futures but for
their families. Many ask: What will happen to me? What will happen to my family?

Dreamers are exemplary youths. Like their name implies, they are examples of the American
Dream. They are contributors to our economy, academic standouts in our universities, and leaders
in our parishes. These young people have grown up in our country, some even choosing to put
their lives on the line to serve in our armed forces. They truly exemplify the extraordinary
contributions that immigrants have long provided to our nation. | have been privileged to meet so
many of these ambitious young people who want nothing more than to work and achieve in this
country so that they may better themselves and their families. This is the only home that they know
and where they are sure they will be able to succeed because they are part of the language, the
culture and they have their roots here.

Dreamers are young people like Edith. Edith is a 19-year-old DACA recipient and student at the
University of New Mexico. Born in Mexico, Edith was brought to the U.S. as a toddler by her

101d.; supra note 8.

11 Statement of Cardinal DiNardo, et al., USCCB President, Vice President and Committee Chairmen Denounce
Administration’s Decision to End DACA and Strongly Urge Congress to Find Legislative Solution (Sept. 5, 2017),
available at http://www.usccb.org/news/2017/17-157.cfm.
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mother and father. She grew up in Santa Fe, New Mexico with her parents and her two younger
sisters, both of whom are U.S. citizens. As Edith states: “America is my home . . . . Despite being
born in Mexico, | [] always felt at home here, where | have grown up since arriving as a two-year-
old.” Edith worked incredibly hard in school and graduated her high school class as valedictorian.
She continues to excel in college and is double majoring in psychology and math. Her passion is
helping others, and she finds time in her busy school schedule to volunteer at the Campus Agora
Crisis Center, which handles area-wide crisis calls. Edith dreams of becoming a U.S. citizen so
that she can one day work as a behavioral analyst for the F.B.I.

Providing Dreamers, like Edith, with a path to citizenship will advance the common good and
allow these young people to reach their God-given potential.

Finding such a solution will further help families. Take, for example, Maria, a native of Peru, 21-
year-old DACA recipient, and student at William Joseph University. Her parents, both
undocumented, brought her to California when she was only four years old. As Maria explains:
“This is the country I know. This is the country I grew up in. I know the language; | know the
history. I know it better than I know the country I was born in.” Maria has been a role model for
her three younger sisters who are all U.S. citizens. Given that her parents are both undocumented
and the uncertainty surrounding her DACA status, Maria worries about the possibility of
deportation and the implications for her family: “My sisters, who are U.S. citizens, would be left
without anyone.”

Dreamers are young, educated, tax-paying individuals who are valuable members of American
families, our work force, and our communities. They have not only the support of the Church but
of the American public as well. Finding a solution for these admirable young people is both the
moral and common-sense path. On behalf of the USCCB Committee on Migration, 1 urge Congress
to act now to ensure that Dreamers have permanent legal protection that includes a path to
citizenship.

TPS and DED Holders

Over the past few years, we have also expressed our deep concern over the Administration’s
attempt to terminate the TPS designations for many countries, including Haiti, Honduras,
Nicaragua, and El Salvador. These termination decisions have left hundreds of thousands of
individuals and their families in a state of uncertainty and fear. While the terminations are subject
to multiple lawsuits, an estimated 320,000 TPS holders — some of whom have lived in the U.S. for
over twenty years — face potential loss of status and family separation if Congress does not act.
TPS holders need a permanent legal solution that only Congress and the President, working
together, can provide.



Like Dreamers, TPS and DED holders are part of our country and our communities. Many also
are a part of our Church. They worship in our local parishes, own homes and businesses, and
contribute to our economy. Many TPS recipients have families in the U.S., including over 273,000
U.S. citizen children.!? It is, again, the issue of family unity that is so pressing to the Catholic
Church in the case of TPS holders. Given the large number of U.S. citizen children who have TPS
holder parents, we must think about what the terminations of TPS would do to these families. What
type of choices would these families have to make? Would families endure separation of parents
living apart from their children in order to ensure U.S. citizens receive the educational
opportunities in the United States to which they are entitled? These are questions that we as the
Church are facing, and, more importantly, TPS holders and their families are grappling with every
day.

TPS holders are individuals like Blanca,'® who was originally from EI Salvador but has been living
in the U.S. for over 16 years. Blanca currently works as a school aide at a local public school. She
is married and has four children (ages 16, 15, 11 and 9), all of whom are U.S. citizens. Blanca is
actively engaged with her community. She attends Mass regularly and teaches Catechesis to
children in her parish. She also finds time to volunteer in her children’s school. Blanca worries
about what will happen if there is no legislative solution for TPS recipients. She does not want to
be torn from her children, but she also knows that their home is in the U.S. As Blanca explains, it
is important to remember that “many TPS holders have families they have to feed and can’t afford
to be separated from them.”

I know that Blanca is not the exception — | have met and spoken with many similar TPS holders
and their families. In April 2018, 1 welcomed my brother bishops from El Salvador to Washington,
D.C., and during their visit, | had the opportunity to join them not only in their meetings with the
U.S. government but also in their community dialogues. During the community dialogues, which
were held in conjunction with special Masses hosted at St. Camillus Parish, in Silver Spring,
Maryland, the Shrine of the Sacred Heart, in Washington, D.C., and the Cathedral of St. Thomas
More, in Arlington, Virginia, | repeatedly heard of TPS holders’ many ties to the U.S. and the
anxiety they and their families face given the possibility of being separated.

Since the announced terminations, | have also learned of many TPS holders who are fearful for
their safety and livelihoods if they return to their countries of origin. These are individuals like
Mitsu and her brother, who were born and raised in Haiti but came to the U.S. on student visas to
attend college. In 2010, during the course of their studies, Haiti was hit with a 7.0-magnitude
earthquake, which devastated the country. Due to the severity of the earthquake, the U.S.
government designated Haiti for TPS. Mitsu and her brother applied for and received TPS,

12 Robert Warren and Donald Kerwin, Center for Migration Studies, A Statistical and Demographic Profile of the US
Temporary Protected Status Populations from El Salvador, Honduras, and Haiti, 5 JOURNAL ON MIGRATION AND
HUMAN SECURITY 577 (2017).

13 Name changed to protect client confidentiality.



providing them protection and permitting them to continue their studies. Mitsu now works as a
physician assistant, allowing her to provide financial support to her parents back in Haiti. She
speaks to her parents frequently, hearing about conditions in Haiti. She knows that the country
has not yet recovered from the earthquake and subsequent hurricanes. “Haiti is nowhere near in a
condition to support its current residents let alone receive citizens currently living abroad.” Mitsu
hopes that Congress will take action and find a permanent solution for TPS recipients. “We have
done everything the right way [in applying for TPS and consistently renewing]; yet, still find
ourselves entangled within the immigration debate.”

Finding a solution for TPS holders will ensure that hardworking individuals are not ripped from

their homes, families, and businesses. It is the just and right course of action — not only for these
families but for our communities.

Recommendations

As Congress contemplates a solution for these groups, we strongly encourage it to ensure
that any legislation:

1. Protects All Dreamers and Offers Them a Path to Citizenship. A legislative solution
should address the entire Dreamer population, as there are many young people who were
brought here as children but were prevented from obtaining DACA due to the program’s
age cut-offs and filing fees. Additionally, most of these young people know the United
States as their only home and should not be denied the opportunity to obtain U.S.
citizenship and fully participate and integrate into American civic life.

2. Provides a Path to Citizenship for TPS and DED Holders. A solution should ensure
a path to citizenship for individuals who have personal equities that are closely associated
with U.S. interests, such as U.S. citizen children, businesses, and home mortgages.

3. Maintains Existing Protections for Unaccompanied Children, Asylum Seekers, and
Family-Based Immigrants. A solution for Dreamers and holders of TPS and DED must
not be achieved at the expense of other immigrant children and families. Such a tradeoff
would be heartless and untenable. We ask that you ensure any solution maintains existing
protections for unaccompanied children and asylum seekers, as these protections help
prevent trafficking and abuse, as well as ensure access to adequate care and due process.
We also ask that you ensure that any solution for Dreamers and TPS recipients, at a
minimum, maintain existing avenues for family-based and diversity-based immigration.
Eliminating or reducing these avenues would be inconsistent with our values and



encourage irregular flows of migration by people desperate to be reunited with close family
members, from whom they have been separated from.

Conclusion

We appreciate the Committee on the Judiciary’s attention to this important issue. And, we
encourage all members of Congress to work towards a humane and just solution for these vital
members of our communities. As always, the Catholic Church stands ready to work with you in
achieving this goal and will continue to stand in solidarity with Dreamers, TPS holders and their
families.



