
RESIGHINI RANCHERIA 
P.O. Box 529 • Klamath, CA 95548 

Tel (707) 482-2431 • Fax (707) 482-3425 
September 13, 2022 

Honorable Jared Huffman 

House of Representatives 

1527 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20515 

Subject: H.R. 7581: Yurok Lands Act of 2022 

Dear Congressman Huffman: 

The Resighini Rancheria (Tribe) are Yurok people with the same shared culture and ancestral territory as the Yurok 

Tribe. Our reservation land is surrounded by the Yurok Reservation of the Yurok Tribe (see Attached map). but we 

are two separate federally recognized Tribes and stand on equal footing as sovereign Tribal nations. As you know, 

H.R. 7581 affects the interests of a number of Tribes who have expressed concerns and opposition to the bill as 

introduced in the previous Congress. Because of our circumstances, it has the greatest potential of impacting our 

Tribe. Consequently, we have had to be strong advocates for specific changes to the proposed legislation to ensure 

that our Tribe is treated by the federal government in an equal manner with the Yurok Tribe, and that our ability to 

exercise our rights of self-determination is not terminated or diminished by this bill. We must protect our Tribal 

interests, but we are also solution-focused and do not want to hinder the ability of anotl1er Tribe-the Yurok 

Tribe-to progress in their efforts toward their own self-determined future. 

Our Tribal Council has previously proposed several key changes that are critical to removing opposition to H.R. 

7581, and we were recently provided with a Discussion Draft (August 15, 2022) of a significantly modified version 

of the bill. We have reviewed the Discussion Draft, and the substantive changes made to H.R. 7581, and we 

understand that these changes will be included in an amendment in the nature of a substitute. We thank you, 

Congressman Huffman, for listening to our concerns and the concerns of other neighboring Tribes and believe tlus 

version of the bill addresses almost all our concerns. 

However, we request one additional and very important modification to the Discussion Draft, which we feel is 

essential to removing our opposition. To ensure consistency with the existing Yurok Reservation, the definition of 

the term "revised Yurok Reservation" in Section 2(3) of H.R. 7581 and the Discussion Draft should be modified to 

add a reference to Section 2(c) of the Hoopa-Yurok Settlement Act (PL 100-580) of 1988. This minor modification 

would clarify that the bill adds additional lands to tl1e existing Yurok Reservation and would preserve the definition 
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