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Aanii.  Boozhoo.  GeGek Kwe nindizhinkaaz.  Nimkii nindodem.  Bahweting nindoonjibaa.  

My English name is Jami Moran and I am a citizen of the Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa 

Indians. I reside in Brimley, Michigan about 12 miles west of Bahweting, the Gathering Place, 

which is more commonly known as Sault Ste. Marie.  I was born and continue to reside upon land 

that is located within the ancestral Anishnaabe lands of the Ottawa and Ojibwe that was ceded 

on March 28, 1936 via the Treaty of Washington.  

I author this narrative on behalf of my maternal grandmother, Grace Visnaw, and her 

family.  None of whom I have ever met, but all who continue to exist within every core of my 

being.  

 

Manidoo-Minjimendamowin - Blood Memories 

I come forth today to share my personal manidoo-minjimendamowin, or blood memories, 

which have been passed indiscriminately for generations within my maternal family line.  My 

truth is significantly similar to those shared by so many other survivors and descendants of Native 

American students who attended the various federal government funded Indian Boarding 

Schools across Michigan and throughout the nation.  Parental requests for their children to return 

home that were denied, non-Native determinants of well-being applied to Native American 

families resulting in derogatory references, minor children running away from the Indian 

Boarding Schools, child industrial labor during Indian Boarding School attendance resulting in 

significant physical injuries with life-long impairments.  Loss of culture, language and traditional 
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spirituality which was replaced through forced religion, loss of family and community 

connectedness, loss of maternal nurturing practices in exchange for strict military environments, 

sexual abuse, physical abuse, emotional abuse, mental illness, substance abuse and premature 

death.  These are only a few of the multiple types of experiences and consequent outcomes that 

have been and continue to be encountered by Native American families who were subjected to 

the federal Indian Boarding School era designed specifically to “Kill the Indian, save the man.”  

Had I have had the opportunity to have met my grandmother, I cannot help but wonder if she 

would have refused to answer my questions, or worse yet, would she have answered my 

questions with those answers that I have feared my entire life. 

 

Mt. Pleasant Indian School and Agency Student Case Files 

The Mt. Pleasant Indian School and Agency Student Case Files, 1893-1946 (RG75) File 

18/20 obtained from the National Archives at Chicago evidence correspondence between the 

Mt. Pleasant Indian School and 

Mrs. John B. Visnaw as early as 

October 27, 1924.  A letter written 

on December 23, 1924 indicates 

three of Mrs. John B. Visnaw’s 

children are students at the Mt. 

Pleasant Indian School. 

On or about November 

1925, Mrs. John B. Visnaw wrote a 

letter to the Mt. Pleasant Indian 

School requesting her children be 

returned home which was met 

with a declination letter seen on 

the right. 

On December 28, 1925, my 

grandmother, Grace Stacy Visnaw, 
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was born in Cedarville, Michigan as the tenth of twelve children born to John Baptiste Visnaw 

and Mary Jane “Jennie” Bazinaw.  

On November 19, 1931, documentation states “…that the Visnaw family was one of their 

greatest community problems.”  Mr. John B. Visnaw is described as “…shiftless, good-for-nothing.  

He has no pride and is looking for someone to take the responsibility of his children off of his 

hands.”  The document states Mr. Jean B. Visnaw “…would stand on the dock just like a beggar, 

telling his story and getting money by playing on people’s sympathy.”  The document states when 

Mr. John B. Visnaw sought social welfare from the county that “…he was refused because he had 

been so uncooperative in taking small jobs which had been offered to him.”  Mr. John B. Visnaw 

was 68 years old in 1931 when the derogatory description above was written about him.  He 

consequently died in 1939 at the age of 75. 

Documentation describes minor child, Isabelle Visnaw, as “…not attractive as her nose is 

so broad and flat.  Minor child, Grace Visnaw, is described as weighing only 29 ½ lbs. at the age 

of six.  Minor child, Clarence Visnaw, is described as being a “…disciplinary problem…” and having 

a “…shifty expression…”  Minor child, Lenore Visnaw, is described as “…the least attractive of the 

children.” Documentation describes Mrs. John B. Visnaw as “…shiftless…” and coming from a 

“…poorly educated family.”   

During 

1933, 

documentation 

evidences Clarence 

Visnaw had an 

amputation of his 

left thumb and 

index finger after 

they were crushed 

in the sprocket 

chain of a potato 

planter. 
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Documents report Clarence Visnaw suffered a loss of privileges due to infractions of the 

Mt. Pleasant Indian School rules which includes having absconded on four occasions:  

 

On September 27, 1933, Lenore Visnaw is documented to now be attending the Mt. 

Pleasant Indian School.   

On May 7, 1934, correspondence indicates Grace and Arnold Visnaw are to be sent to the 

St. Joseph’s Orphanage and School in Assinins, Michigan.  

On January 16, 1939, Clarence Visnaw dies at home at the age of 17 from pneumonia.   
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The 1940 U.S. Census for the St. Joseph Orphanage and School in Assinins, Michigan lists 

my grandmother, Grace Visnaw, and her younger brother, Arnold Visnaw, as an “INMATE”. 

 On September 20, 1943, Grace Visnaw gave birth to a son in Marquette, Michigan.  This 

child was removed from Grace’s care and placed in a child caring institution in Lower Michigan.  

This child was consequently adopted by a non-Native family. 

 On December 23, 1946, Grace Visnaw gave birth to a daughter at an unknown location in 

St. Ignace, Michigan. This child was removed from Grace’s care and placed in the Holy Family 

Orphanage in Marquette, Michigan.  This child was adopted by a non-Native family of which an 

adoptive parent was a pedophile who regularly victimized the male Native American children 

who were placed into the home as foster children.  This child born during 1946 is my mother. 

On August 2, 1956, Mrs. John B. Visnaw died at the age of 65 from Carcinoma of the Colon.  

The death certificate states she was buried on Mackinac Island, but despite extensive inquiries 

and research, the location of her burial location remains unknown and unmarked.  My maternal 

great grandmother remains missing. 

On November 20, 1959, Grace Visnaw died at the age of 34 in the Newberry State Hospital 

of Coronary Thrombosis.  The death certificate states she was buried on Mackinac Island, but 

despite extensive inquiries and research, the location of her burial location remains unknown 

and unmarked.  My maternal grandmother remains missing. 

On December 23, 1965, Lenore Visnaw died at the age of 41 from Coronary Thrombosis. 

 During 1996, after numerous conversations necessary to process my mother’s feelings of 

hurt, pain, betrayal and anger, my mother finally agreed to enroll as a citizen of the Sault Ste. 

Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians.  My mother, having been born and adopted pre-ICWA, was not 

afforded any connection to her Tribe that is today a primary mandate of ICWA.  My mother was 
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invisible and her Tribe did not know that she even existed.  How many other Native American 

children adopted pre-ICWA are still invisible and missing?  The Indian Boarding School era directly 

ties into the pre-ICWA child removal epidemic as the intent to destroy the existence of Native 

American people was one and the same. These pre-ICWA child removals, placements and 

adoptions must somehow be included in future Federal Indian Boarding School Initiative Reports 

and included within any Truth and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School Policies Act 

reporting.  

 During 2010, my mother petitioned the Genesee County Court and was appointed a 

Confidential Intermediary to search for her older brother. My mother’s older brother was 

reported to have died during 2005 and was described as homeless, mentally ill and suffering from 

addiction. 

 During 2012, my mother petitioned the Marquette County Court requesting a copy of her 

original birth certificate and copies of all child welfare and adoption related records.  The petition 

was denied. 

 During 2019, my mother again petitioned the Marquette County Court requesting a copy 

of her original birth certificate and copies of all child welfare and adoption related records.  Again, 

the petition was denied. 

 During 2019, my mother petitioned the Mackinac County Court and was granted Personal 

Representative of the decedent, Grace Visnaw. This Court Order was required in order to request 

the Newberry State Hospital Records for Grace Visnaw.  Minimal records were received, but did 

indicate Grace Visnaw was receiving “shock” treatments.  Did the shock treatments contribute 

to Grace Visnaw having died at the age of 34 while in the Newberry State Hospital?  Another 

question that will never be answered. 

 I am currently 50 years old and continue to personally struggle with what the federal 

government has done to my Native American ancestors for generations.  Thank you for this 

opportunity to submit written testimony on behalf of my ancestors who were voiceless not so 

many years ago. 
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Recommendations: 

1.  It is recommend that continued investigation occur with reference to the former Holy Family 

Orphanage in Marquette, Michigan having been determined to not meet the four criteria 

required for inclusion as an Indian Boarding School per the Federal Indian Boarding School 

Initiative Investigative Report.  

The “Encyclopedia of American Indian Issues Today”, authored by Russell M. Lawson in 2013 

reports on page 223 that Native American children were moved from the St. Joseph Orphanage 

and School in Assinins, Michigan, which 

is included in the Investigative Report 

as an Indian Boarding School, to the 

Holy Family Orphanage in Marquette, 

Michigan which is not included in the 

Investigative Report as an Indian 

Boarding School. 

2.  Gather, digitalize and allow free 

public online access of all records 

associated with the federal Indian 

Boarding School era. 

3.  Enact federal law that would 

supersede all state laws allowing pre-

ICWA Native American adoptees free 

access to a copy of their original birth 

certificate and copies of all related Indian Boarding School and state / private child welfare 

records.   

4. Conduct research to determine if federal funding earmarked specific to Native Americans was 

used to pay for boarding of children removed from their Native American family pre-Indian Child 

Welfare Act (ICWA).   

The Minutes of the Michigan Commission on Indian Affairs, 1956-1977, Volume 1, authored by 

James Robert Hillman in 1990 states as follows: 

 “The Honorable Wilfred J. Hupy, discussed the cost to his County for the boarding care of 

 Indian children, he stated that at the present time his County is paying $40.00 per month 

 for five children or a cost of $2,400.00 per year.  These children are being cared for at the 

 Holy Family Orphanage in Marquette.  He stated that he believed since the State of 

 Michigan in its agreement with the Federal Government providing for the care of Indians, 

 which…” 
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A 1959 document, “Present Relations of the Federal Government to the American Indian – 

Committee Documents and Information relating to Employment and expenditures in the Bureau 

of Indian Affairs, the Indian Claims Situation, State Expenditures for Indian Welfare and the 

History of the Welfare Activities on Each Reservation, Indian Voting, Tribal Assets and Liabilities, 

Attorney Services Available to Indian Tribes, Organizations Interested in Indian Affairs”, reports 

the following with regard to Michigan’s use of Indian Boarding Schools as child caring placements 

for Native American children. 

  



 
9  TRUTH AND HEALING COMMISSION WRITTEN TESTIMONY 
     JAMI R. MORAN LBSW  GEGEK KWE 
     MAY 24, 2022 
 

 



 
10  TRUTH AND HEALING COMMISSION WRITTEN TESTIMONY 
     JAMI R. MORAN LBSW  GEGEK KWE 
     MAY 24, 2022 
 

 

 


