
May 20, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Re:  In favor of the passage of H.R. 5444 / S. 2907 - Truth and Healing Commission on the Indian Boarding 
School Policies in the US 
 

My Grandmother Maria Arvizu attended and lived at the Ft. Yuma Indian Boarding School in 
Winterhaven, California from the very young age of 6 years old to 17 years old.  She attended there from the 
years 1919-1936.  I fortunately was able to find her school records digging through the National Archives in 
Riverside, CA many years ago.  She was only six years old when her parents were forced to put her and her 
siblings in the Native American Indian boarding schools across the US.   She was horrifically abused and sexual 
assaulted over the years there.  We have stories spoken and written of the brutality of the matrons, staff 
members and nuns and priests from the Catholic Church.  My dad shared with me that she told him she was 
horrifically beat and raped in the bathroom.   Unfortunately, she passed away at the age of only 47 years in 1960 
and left the family saddened that she was raised in this brutal way and forced by the government to be taken 
away from her family and raised by a military style “educational system” ie “re-education” camps of the Native 
American children.  My dad is her first child, and you can only imagine what happened life was like for us.  My 
Great Grandmother who is also named Maria had three of her children die in the Indian Boarding schools due to 
neglect and yet to be found. 
 

I also have video testimony from other students that attended the Indian boarding schools and the 
horrific brutality the children had to endure without knowledge of their parents.  I was told they sometimes beat 
the children to death.  I was privileged to be able to interview my Grandmother’s cousin Virginia who lived to 
be 94 years old, and shared some shocking stories (audio).  She also attended Ft. Yuma Indian Boarding School 
and the Sherman Institute in California where she was abused in every ways.  Her daughter Virginia is alive and 
would probably be happy to share her mother’s experiences shared to her from her mother.  More research 
needs to go into the “outings” these children were subjected to.   
 

I will attach a document I found at the National Archives in Riverside CA of a letter written about the 
neglect and abuse documented by an employee of the United States Reserve Service.  He states the 
Superintendent of the School does not care.  This is a rare find and it even mentions it in the letter that if anyone 
where to read this letter which is addressed to the “Superintendent” overseeing the boarding schools, it may be 
exposing to them.  I heard horrific stories of beatings, sexual abuse, constantly having to live in fear at these 
schools.  The trauma is seen for generations.   
 

I hope my Grandmother’s and many other relatives horrific experiences will not go untold and these 
bills pass for the healing of all the children and families affected by these policies.  I’m for the passage of H.R. 
5444 / S. 2907.  Thank you to the Natural Resources Subcommittee for Indigenous Peoples of the United States. 
 
Sincerely, 
Sonia James 
 
Attachment:  Letter from John Baptiste Molyneux Molony, U.S.R.S. dated 1928. 
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