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August 28, 2026

The Honorable Bruce Westerman
Chairman

The Honorable Jared Huffman
Ranking Member

Committee on Natural Resources
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Chairman Westerman and Ranking Member Huffman:

SpaceX writes to offer our support for H.R. 9779, the Hands Off Our Boca Chica Beach Act of 2026,
and urges the Committee to advance the bill.

SpaceX has its headquarters at Starbase, Texas, where we manufacture, test, and launch the
Starship launch system. Starbase is near Boca Chica Beach, which has officially been called Boca
Chica Beach for nearly a century and is treasured in the Lower Rio Grande Valley. In November 2024,
a non-Texas resident petitioned the U.S. Board on Geographic Names to rename the beach “Cyber
Beach.” SpaceX, the City of Starbase, Cameron County, the Texas Geographic Names Committee,
and Texas lawmakers all opposed the name change. On July 9, 2026, the Board’s Domestic Names
Committee rightfully rejected the name change unanimously but provided very little notice to the
public and resulted in widespread fear, confusion, and concern in the community about the
possibility of the beach being renamed.

H.R. 9779 will protect against any future, unwarranted name changes by permanently designating
the shoreline as “Boca Chica Beach.” We strongly encourage the Committee’s approval of this
important legislation for the people of Cameron County.

Sincerely,

Mat Dunn
Vice President, Government Affairs

Cc: The Honorable Vicente Gonzalez, Member of Congress



