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RESOI,UTION OF THE TOHONO O'ODHAM I,ECISIATIVE COUNCII
(Supporting H,R.2579 "Haritrock Leasing and Reclamation Act of2019")

WHEREAS,

RESOLUTION NO.79-462

the Constitution ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation vests the Legislative Council with

the authorlty to "promote, protect and provide for public health, peace, morals,

education and general welfare ofthe Tohono O'odham Nation and its members"

and to "consult with the Corgrcss oftb€ United Stat€s and appropriat€ federal

agencies regarding federal activities that alfect the Tohono O'odham Nation and

all federal appropriation estirrrates and proiects for the benent of the Tohono

O'odham Nation . . ." (Constitution, Article vI, Section l(cx2) and Section 1(i)); and

hardrock mining on ptrblic lands in the United States for gold, silver, copper and

other resources has for more than 150 years been governed by the Mining Law of

1872 and r€lated Fed€ral laws that opened public lands to private mining claims

thxough a clain-staking and land-patenting process; and

the Miring Law oflt72 favors hardrock mining over all other uses ofpublic lands

and thereby r€stricts the ability ofFederal agencies to protect tribal sacred sites'

wildlife, watcr, and other resources impact€d by mining; and

hardrock rnines on public lands have polhted 40 percent ofth€ river and stream

headwaters in the westen United States with toxic substances and have left over

50O,0O0 mines abandoned on public lands without remediation or reclamation;

and

on May E, 2019, ReB. Raul Grljalva introduced H.R. 2579 "Hardrock Leasing and

R€clamation Act of2019," whlch would substantially reform the lt72 Mining law

and other laws applicable to nineral prospecting, clalrning' rnining and

reclamation on Federal lands; and

H.R. 2579 would, among other things, end the clain-patenting systern for mining

on public lands, increase the royalties paid by large hardrock mines, require

consultation r$ith tribal governments about mines that wolld irnpact tribal
interests, prohibit rninlng tn national parks, national wildlife refuges and other

specially-designated lands and irnpose stricter rneasures to insure reclarnation

ofclosed rnines and mitigation ofenvironmental irnpacts; and

the Agricultural and Natural Resources Committee has reviewed H.R. 2579 and

recommends its support.

WHEREIIS,

WHEREAS,

Now, THEREFoRI, BE II RESOLVED that the Tohono O'odham Legislative Council supports H.R.

2579 "Hardrock Leasing and Reclamation Act of2019" or sfunilar legislation that

would reforrn federal mining laws, including the, la72 Mining law' to end the

clairn-staking and patenting systern, prohibit rnining in sensitive areas, require

tribal consultation about potential mining activities that could inpact Indian

WHERBAS,

WIIEREIIS,

WHEREAS,

WIIEREAS,
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RESOLUTION NO. 19-462
(Supporting H.R. 2579 "Eardrock Leasing and Reclamation Act of2O19")
Page 2 of3

tribal interests, require rnining operations to better rnitigate impacts to natural

and cultural resources and mandat€ more actions to reclaim closed and

abandoned mines.

The foregoing Resolution was passed by the Tohono Q'odham f,eglslative Council on the ll4l1
ilay of DEOEMBER, 2M9 at a meeting at which a quorum was present rvith a vote of 2,9f l'2 FOR;

-0- AGAINST;:!): NOT VOTING; and 244.5 [05] ABSENT, pursuant to the powers vested in the
Council by llrticle VI, Section l(cX2) and Section l(i) ofthe Constitution ofthe Tohono O'odham
Nation, adopted bythe Tohono O'odham Nation on January 18, l9t6; and approved by the Acting
Deputy Assistant Secretary - Indian Alfairs (Operations) on March 6, 1986, pursuant to Section
16 ofthe Act ofJune 18, 1934 (48 Stat.984).

Evonne Wilson, Legislative Secretary

[!-aayor /tr drrJ^ ,,or"
Said Resolution was submilted for approlFl to t
o'odham Nation on the ilay oI ll ( I t tt
purstrant to the provisions of Section 5 of Article
effective upon hls approval or upon his failure to
hours of submittal.

either approv€ or disapprove it within 4E

ffin*oo"o oota" 4 u^r", !lA^,L ,ror"
at F:Vs o,cro.n, (.- .^.I ] DISAPPROVED

NED NORRIq IR., CIIAIRMAN
IOHONO O'ODIIAM NATION
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Evonn€ Wilson, Legislative Secr€tary



RESOI,UTION NO. 1:' !162

ACTION: SUPPORTING H.R. 2579 "HARDROCI( LEASING AND RECLAMATION ACT OF 2019"

MovED: couNcrLMAN ADAM ANDREWS SECoND: couNcIr,woMAN MoNIcaK. MoRGAN

DATE: DECEMBBR 04,2Or9

DISTRICT I,EGISLAIIVE REPRESf, NTATIVES
#ol

VOTES FOR AGIUNST
NOT

VOIING IIBSENT

BABOQUIVIIRI
3E4.E

I.IEANDER MASE
(Francine Schooling)

2. AIBERTA I. RAY
(Frances C. Antone)

192.40

t92.40

x

x x

CHUXUI KUI(
t47.l

I . VIVIAN fUAN-SAUNDERS
Ouanita Homer)

2. MARIITKAY HENRY
(Billman Lopez)

173.7 
'

173.7 4

x

x

GU ACHI
279,t

I. VICTORIA IIOBBS
(

2. TIMOTITY [. IOAQUIN
(Louis f,, fohnson)

r39.65

r39.65

x

x

GU VO
264.5

I. DAI,LAS I,EWIS
(Nacho Flores)

2. GRACE MANTJEL
()

ttz.2t
t32.25

x

x

HICKTWAN
2l:t.8

I. SIINDRA D. ORIEGA
()

2. LOUIS R. LOPEZ
(Delma M. carcia)

r06.90

106.90

x

x

x

PISINEMO
21o,7

I. MONICA K. MORGAN
( )

2. MARIEITA MARTIN
(
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115.35

x

x

SAN LUCT
2ts.6

I . GLORIA RAMIREZ
(

2. JIINA MONTANA
(Lorraine M, Eilcr)

tt7.Eo

ll7.to
x

x

SAN XAVIER
23t.9

l. IAIIICE rELIX (Absent)
(Adam Andrews) lPrererrt,

2. DAI\iIEL f,.A. PRXSTON UI /rtsert,
(Racheal Vilson-Stn.ner, (Present)

119.*5

ll9.4s
x

x

SCHUK TOIIK
189.0

I. QUINTIN C. LOPEZ
(Agnes V.Ioaquin)

2. TERXSA F. DONIIIIUE
JAlberta E$rinozal

94.50

94.50

x

x x

SEI,LS
447.l

I. EVELYN JUAN MANUEI,()
2. IIRTIIUR WII,SON

)

27t,55

27?,51

x

x

SIF OIDAK
2M.a

I. LUCINDAAILtrN
(Yolonda carcla)

2, MARY LOPEZ
(Ann M. Carcia)

t22.25

t 22.2t

x

x

x

x

TOTA.L 3,t7 5.7 2,931.2 -0- -o- 2.L4.5
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