






























































































































































































































112
UNCLASSIFIED, COMMITTEE SENSITIVE

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: Well, I carried not many. Maybe a

campaign one, Senate campaign phone. I guess we had a government phone,

but I used the Senate campaign phone mostly. And then I kept a personal phone

I believe that's the personal phone that I have that I keep at home, plus the new

Department of Justice phone. And I kept my iPad, which had the same number

as my personal phone.

MR. CASTRO: You have a email account that you use?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: No. The Department of Justice

account is in a pseudonym account. 
.

MR. CASTRO: Do you stillsend and receive emails from your Senate

campaign account?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: No. Those had to be closed out.

My campaign account is dormant, and I am not -- it's -- other than our accountant,

I don't think anybody gets any money spent out of it.

MR. CASTRO: Sure. l'll pass over to Mr. Quigley.

MR. QUIGLEY: Mr. Attorney General, our first question dealt with your

January testimony. The second one, just - the October 18 testimony before the

Senate Judiciary Committee, to quote you, you said a continuing exchange of

information between Trump's surrogates and intermediaries for the Russian

Government did not happen, or at least not to my knowledge and not with me.

You still stand by that statement?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: 'Right. 
I know I've been accused of

saying, well, Carter Page, when he left the meeting, that that was proof that I knew

there was a continuing -- some sort of communications with Russians. I

don't -- first, I don't remember it; secondly, I don't believe that's an accurate -- |
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don't believe that's accurate to say it was included in that question.

And then the Papadopoulos one too, the press suggested that lwas

not - that I should have thought of that, or l.didn't respond properly when that

question was asked about Papadopoulos. But it was not in my mind, and I still

don't think that it's really responsive to that question. So I think that's an accurate

statement. I just want to lay out that I was -- there have been some press

criticism of it, but I think it's unfair.

MR. QUIGLEY: lf I took out the words "a continuing exchange" and

replaced it with "any exchange" between Trump surrogates and intermediaries for

the Russian Government, were you aware of any exchange, subtle - I guess

should call these -- we're referencing that these were subtle perhaps.

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: Let's take * yeah. Let's take what

they say, the Papadopoulos matter. As they tefer to it, he said, I can go and talk

to these people and maybe set up something. And I said no. With Mr. Carter

Page, he says I'm going to Russia. He didn't say -- at least according to his

testimony. And:

MR. QUIGLEY: Well, that's an exchange, right?

ATIORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: Not with Russians. Neither one of

them are exchanges with Russians. How does this happen? Give me a break.

l'm tired of this. I mean, I understand how you're doing it because the press has

been reporting it the other way and people get it in their heads.

MR. QUIGLEY: So -
ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: But neither one of them, based on

what I've heard so far and seen in the press and what has been leaked out, have

indicated that they were in any kind of regular communication with the Russians
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about a campaign.

MR. QUIGLEY: Well, let's just talk about what wasn't leaked. Donald

Trump Jr. released certain exchanges that he acknowledged that he had and the

meeting. Were you aware of any of those?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: No, not when they happened.

MR. QUIGLEY: Any communication that Jared Kushner might have had --

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: NO.

MR. QUIGLEY: -- or connection?

A gentleman named Peter Smith?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I don't think I know Peter Smith.

MR. QUIGLEY: Okay, Roger Stone?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: NO.

MR. QUIGLEY: Alexander --

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I don't know about Roger Stone,

what's in the papers, but I never talked to him about it.

MR. QUIGLEY: You weren't aware of any communication he might have

through an intermediary or otherwise?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: Right. Nothing other than press

reports.

MR. QUIGLEY: And Alexander Nicks, same question?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I'm not sure who he is.

MR. QUIGLEY: Thank you.

MR. ROONEY: One minute.

MR. SWALWELL: Mr. Attorney General, who is Frank Mermoud,

M-e-r-m-o-u-d?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I don't recall.

MR. SWALWELL: ls he an individualthat ever came across the campaign

or someone that Mr. Dearborn or anyone else --

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: Forgive me if -- you know, if you

know something about him, l'd like to know, but othenruise, the name does not ring

a bellto me.

MR. SWALWELL: How did Joe Schmitz come to join the foreign policy

team?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: l'm not sure who identified Joe

Schmitz. I didn't - I should have, but - when I looked at his picture in here I

couldn't recall his name. I didn't know him well, but he's a serious person.

MR. SWALWELL: During the transition period, did Donald Trump ever

address to you his views about the lntelligence Community assessment that

Russia interfered in the election?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: Repeat that?

MR. SWALWELL: During the transition period, once the ICA had been

released, did PresidentElect Trurnp ever convey to you his belief or views on that

report?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: Before he took

office -- aftenruard - before -- can I talk about what he said before he took office?

Before he took office, I think I recall him, at some point, dismissing this.

MR. SWALWELL: What did -
ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: Dismissing this Russian connection

in general.

MR. COOPER: And may ljust add that the Attorney General has asked
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me, and l've responded affirmatively, to whether he could reveal to you a

communication between President-Elect Trump before the executive privilege

would attach. So -
MR. ROONEY: l'm going to interrupt because it's time, and ljust have one

clarification question from Mr. Quigley and then I'lljust yield back.

MR. SWALWELL: And I only have 5 more minutes, tops.

MR. ROONEY: Yeah. This is honestly just a -- l'm confused, and I don't

know if you were confused by the question, so I want to give you a chance to

answer it.

Mr. Quigley asked you about the Trump Tower meeting, I believe, with

Donald Trump Jr., and he said that Donald Trump Jr. had emailed the Russians.

I don't know how you understood that question, but I was confused so I want to

give you a chance to ask either way. Was that with regard to the Russian

Government or Russian people?

MR. QUIGLEY: Yeah, I apologize. I keep trying to get it done in a hurry.

Communication.

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: Well, you made clear to me I didn't

know what I was answering, so maybe we better --

MR. ROONEY: Was it Russian Government or Russian people that

Donald Trump Jr. was emailing?

MR. QUIGLEY: Well, the reference was -- and, again, I was trying to hurry

because we've got time constraints -- it was the acknowledged communications

that he had through social media with Wikileaks, which was, I would argue, as we

were trying to talk, again, in a hurry, acting in my mind as the surrogate --

MR. ROONEY: That's not what I thought you meant.
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MR. QUIGLEY: -- someone involved with this process with the Russians.

So I apologize, given the -
MR. ROONEY: ls your answer different knowing that?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I'm not sure. lf the question

resolves around did I know about any communications that may have occurred

with -- at this meeting in Trump Tower with Russian --

MR. QUIGLEY: That was part of it. The second part, and I apologize -
ATfORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: The answer is no, I did not.

MR. QUIGLEY: - Trump Jr. and Wikileaks?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I don't recall being aware of any

communications with Wikileaks that he may have had.

MR. QUIGLEY: Okay. Thank you. I appreciate that clarification.

MR. ROONEY: Eric, lyield back.

MR. SWALWELL: Mr. Attorney General, going back to lhe President-Elect

being dismissive of the Russia connection, can you elaborate about what his

thoughts were about Russian interference prior to him taking office?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I can't really elaborate other than he

may -- you know, the indication of that was that he didn't have any such

communications.

MR. SWALWELL: But what about the underlying interference on the

Russia end. Did he express an opinion about whether they conducted a hacking,

a dissemination of social media weaponization campaign?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: He certainly never indicated that he

was aware of such a thing.

MR. SWALWELL: Prior to Donald Trump becoming President during the
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transition period, did he ever express his view or react in your presence to a

counterintelligence brief he received from then-FBl Director Comey regarding the

Steele dossier?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: That would -- prior to his --

MR. SWALWELL: So on January 6,2017, James Comey has testified that

he conveyed the details of the Steele dossier to President-Elect Trump. And so

between January 6,2017, and January 20 when he became President, did

President-Elect Trump convey to you any thoughts on the dossier or James

Comey?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I don't think so.

MR. SWALWELL: Did he -- did President-Elect Trump convey to you any

views or intentions regarding Congress' investigation into Russia's election

interference?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I don't believe so. Of course, I'm

focusing on the time before he became President.

MR. SWALWELL: Did President-Elect Trump convey any views to you

prior to becoming President in the transition period about views, intentions, or

d irection regard ing investigating H illary Clinton?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I don't believe so.

MR. SWALWELL: ls it possible that he could have?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I don't think so.

MR. SWALWELL: ls that something you would hhve remembered if he

asked you to investigate Hillary Clinton as soon as you became Attorney General?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I think so, certainly if it was any kind

of a directive. But as I recall, during that period of time, he made the statement
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that he wasn't interested in those kind of investigations actually.

MR. SWALWELL: Did President-Elect Trump or anyone on the transition

team speak to you, or were you aware of any information about returning

diplomatic facilities to Russia that had been taken?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: Before he became President?

MR. SWALWELL: During the transition.

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: What facilities are you talking about?

That's when the Obama administration closed some facilities?

MR. SWALWELL: You're aware that there was some Russian facilities

that were closed?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I'd actually forgotten that. I know it

came up recently again, and the Trump administration has closed some facilities in

retaliation for some Russian activities. I think I remember -- and -- so, no, I don't

recall any conversation about that Obama decision to close some of the facilities.

MR. SWALWELL: Did you attend any transition meetings with regard to

the incoming administration's policies toward Russia or Ukraine, or discuss any

forthcoming policies with candidate Trump or President-Elect Trump?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: lwas involved during the transition in

a series of conversations, some which President Trump was -- attended just a few,

and others involving the evaluation of possible talent and people who would hold

positions in the administration. And those issues could have been discussed in

the course of that. But I don't recall any specific discussions about those issues.

MR. SWALWELL: Were you involved in any discussions about how to

respond to the Obama administration's new sanctions placed on December 28,

2016, on Russia prior to Donald Trump becoming President?
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ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I don't.

MR. SWALWELL: You don't recall or you weren't a part of --

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I don't recall. I'm not saying it didn't

happen. lt could have happened in some of these vetting exercises or our

discussions about who might be a good Secretary or Assistant Secretary or intel

leader.

MR. SWALWELL: Do you accept the lntelligence Community assessment

as to Russia being responsible for interfering in the campaign?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I have no reason to reject that

assessment. I assume it's correct.

MR. SWALWELL: Okay. Are you aware of anyone other than President

Trump in the administration who rejects the assessment?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I am not sure -- I can't assert for

certain what he's said about that.

MR. SWALWELL: Are you familiar with anyone else who questions the

assessment in the administration?

ATTORNEY GENERAL SESSIONS: I am not. I think his last comment

may have been he had high confidence in the lntel Community about the subject.

MR. SWALWELL: Thank you. I yield back to the ranking member.

MR. SCHIFF: Yield back.

MR. ROONEY: We're adjourned.

[Whereupon, al12:40 p.m., the interview was concluded.
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