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MR. WOLF: I believe you asked him if he had discussed with Michael

Cohen reaching out to Peskov. I think his answer was he never discussed

reaching out to Peskov. I think he wants to expand a little bit on that answer.

Please

MR. SATER: I don't remember discussing emailing Peskov. And as you

saw in the 30th and 31st exchange of emails -
I Yes.

MR. SATER: -- if I did say, it would have been in response to him saying,

I'm going to take care of it myself, and I said, go ahead. So I don't remember - |

don't want to get caught in a, you know --

Right. So you're talking about, just to be clear, an intervening

text message exchange that I think our colleagues had produced -
MR. SATER: Yes.

-- from late December

MR. SATER: What I'm saying is I don't remember inslructing Michaelto

contact Peskov. Certainly did not. Could there have been a conversation where

he said, l'll take care of it myself and l'll reach out to Peskov, and I turned around

and said, go ahead? I don't want thal to be *

Of course

MR. SATER: -- an answer to you didn't instruct him. So l'm just trying to

clarify.

I You may have already answered this, but just to be clear then,

do you recall Mr. Cohen ever telling you about the fact that he had reached out to

Peskov?

MR. SATER: No, I don't remember. ldon't recall.
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Okay

MR. WOLF: Okay. Thank you very much

So just a few more names. And just to clarify, we do this with

all relevant witnesses. Kind of just want to establish --

MR. SATER: So I'm not special?

MR. WOLF: I thought you were discriminating.

Specialenough

MR. WOLF: I guess because you came to New York and there was some

bad press about it.

I As our former President said, you're likable enough.

MR. MCFARLANE: Apparently not.

BY

O So I have just a few more names. Do you know a man by the name

of Sergei Millian?

A No. I know of him because of the Russian-American Chamber of

Commerce thing.

O And what do you know about him?

A Just the fact that he was running it, and I get invitations to go there.

So I know of the name, but I don't know him personally.

O So you never met with him or discussed with him?

A No, I don't believe so.

O What about a man by the name of Konstantin Kilimnik?

A I'm sorry?

O Konstantin Kilimnik?

A No, I don't believe so.
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O Have you ever met personally with the prosecutor general of Russia,

Yury Chaika?

A Yes,

O You have?

A Yes.

0 When was that, and what was the purpose?

A '08, '09, in a social setting with -- at a hotel. We were having lunch

and his -- the person that I was with, his follow-on meeting was with two people, and

one of them was Chaika. So it was a brief, 2-minute "hello, how are you"

introduction and goodbye.

O And the name is Chaika. ls that right?

A Chaika.

O Yes. But so nothing more was said?

A No. And this was, at best,9 to 10 years ago, interaction in a

restaurant between meetings.

O Do you know a person by the name of lgor Diveykin, Diveykin,

D-i-v-e-y-k-i-n?

A lgor Diveykin? No, I don't believe so.

O A man by the name of -- you may have already answered this - Rinat

Akhmetov?

A I know who he is, yes. The Ukrainian?

O Yes.

A Yes, I know who he is.

O Do you know him personally?

A Again, in a social setting. No business, no recent conversation.
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Have not seen him in 8, 9, 10 years.

O How about Arkadiy Dvorkovich? He's one of the deputy prime

ministers of Russia.

A No, I do not know him.

O And Andrey Baranov?

A No, I do not know him.

O Now ljust have a few cleanup questions.

You very helpfully laid out in your opening statement your 2O-year history of

cooperation with the U.S. Government.

A Yes.

0 You mentioned continued cooperation.

A Yes, sir.

O To the extent that you are able to discuss in this setting, to be clear,

does your cooperation with the U.S. Government today --

A Yes, sir.

O -- relate to any matters concerning the 2016 U.S. election?

'ANo.

O Russia's interference?

No, sir.

O Okay.

The final thing that we just wanted to make sure we understand fully *
A Yes, sir.

O -- is I'm going to characterize how we understand the 2015-2016

Trump Tower Moscow endeavor.

A Endeavor.
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O And if l've got something wrong, please clarify for me.

A Yes, sir.

O So, as we understand it, at your initiation, after seeing or becoming

aware that Mr. Trump was running for the Presidency in the summer of 2015, you

decided to explore renewing an effort to open or to finalize a Trump Tower Moscow

deal.

A Yes.

O And you had conversations with Michael Cohen -
A Yes.

O - of The Trump Organization and ultimately with three primary

contacts in Russia.

A Yes, sir.

O Mr. Evgeney, whose last name you have withheld because you are

concerned for this person's safety in Russia at the hands possibly of the Russian

Government or organized crime. You didn't clarify. I don't know if you are able to

clarify.

MR. WOLF: I'm just going to interrupt your question. I don't think he

provided any information as to -
I Hedidnot.

MR. WOLF: -- the details. So the record should be clear.

MR. WOLF: And we're not going to, no, not in this proceeding

BY

O Mr. Andrey Rozov; and a third individual whose name we have in the

record. We may be able to just restate.
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A Emin lskenderov.

0 Yes.

ln the course of that interaction and negotiation with your Russian partner or

potential partners and Mr. Cohen, you finalized a letter of intent for a Trump Tower

Moscow deal that Mr. Donald J. Trump himself signed.

A Yes, sir.

O Allthis happening during the election campaign. This would have

been primary season, I believe.

A Yes, sir.

O And you received from Mr. Evgeney an assurance that the bank WB

and its CEO, Kostin, were prepared to provide financing to the company lC Expert.

I think I may have missed something.

A To the deal.

O To the deal.

A lt was not specified that it would be lC Expert.

O So the assurance came from Evgeney, not from your other contacts,

about WB?

A The assurance came from Evgeney, but my other contacts were in

agreement that if financing was provided it would have to be VTB, because they

were the real estate lender of choice in Moscow at the time.

O And --

A Or that they were the best possible choice.

O And, at that time, it was never explicitly stated but it was clearly

understood, because Mr. Trump had signed a letter of intent, that Mr. Trump was

supportive of moving fonrvard with this deal?
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A Yes.

O And, ultimately, it would have meant that whatever the ultimate

intermediary or partner organization or company in Russia would have received its

financing from VTB, which was a bank sanctioned by the United States a year and a

half or so previously, so in 2014 --

A Yes.

a - at that point.

And at no point was there discussion between you and Mr. Cohen or a

concern raised by Mr. Cohen that a sanctioned entity would have been part of this

financial dealthat would have ultimately involved a candidate for Presidency and if

he were to win the President-elect and then President of the United States?

A That is correct. We had not discussed sanctions about WB.

O And in the course of those conversations with your partners in Russia,

they had indicated to you, mostly in generalterms, that the senior Russian officials,

possibly up to Putin, were informed about the discussions over a Trump Tower deal

and the possibility of a visit by Mr. Trump and Mr. Cohen to Russia and then

ultimately by Mr. Cohen initially to Russia?

MR. WOLF: Can I stop for a minute? lf you wouldn't mind indulging me,

could you break these up, like, into questions instead of -- because it's like you're

giving a whole, long narrative.

I Right. we're justtrying to -
MR. WOLF: But it's a lot of information to ultimately either endorse --

Understood

MR. WOLF: -- because it's not clear what you're endorsing. I mean, I

wouldn't - if I said yes right now, I don't know what l'd be saying yes to.

I.INCLASS]FIED, COMMITTEE SENSITIVE

PROPERTY OF THE I.INTTED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES



L39
UNCLASSIFIED, COMMITTEE SENSITIVE

That makes sense

MR. WOLF: And at least what I would be meaning yes might be something

else you said. So if you wouldn't mind -
I sure.

MR. WOLF: : I think it will make a better record if there's a specific part of

what you're saying that you'd like Mr. Sater to confirm as accurate or not. Maybe

you can just ask it that way, so it's clear what he's confirming or not or if he doesn't

have knowledge of it.

Thank you very much.

BY

O So a parting question which I was discussing is, it is your recollection,

is it not, that your counterparts in Russia indicated to you that the Russian

leadership was aware of the Trump Tower Moscow effort?

A Yes. They indicated that they were either aware or would be

positively predisposed when made aware.

O And that could include the President Putin?

A Yes.

O And they were also aware of a prospective trip by Mr. Trump and Mr.

Cohen that was being discussed?

A Yes.

O And then they were --

MR. WOLF: When you're saying "they" now, "they" being?

BY

O So "they," sorry, continuing from the previous, "they" being the

Russian leadership.
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A Oh. I can only speak to my counterparties and what they described

to me. I don't know whether the Russian leadership, what rote, active or inactive,

they had in this.

O So, to be very precise -
MR. WOLF: Can I stop you for 1 second?

[Discussion off the record.]

MR. SATER: To better explain, these were conversations between me and

people that I had worked with, and the prospective possibilities were discussed.

I do not have any knowledge of any direct meetings with any government

officials, low or high in the food chain of the Russian Government. Based on the

enthusiasm that I had in the project and my counterparties in Russia, I believe that

those meetings could be set up, but I do not have any information about specifically

who, if anyone, was spoken to about it other than that, prospectively, it looked very

good.

MR. WOLF: Prospectively.

MR. SATER: Prospectively.

MR. WOLF: Which is better than "perspectively" for that situation

BY

O Finally, with regard to the financing element on VTB, in this

partnership, which entity's responsibility would it have been to do due diligence

about the fact that some of the financing may come from a bank sanctioned from

the United States and whether or not that created any liability for a U.S.-based

corporation involved in the deal?

A Two-part answer. First, it would have been the responsibility of the
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local Russian partner to get the financing. Second, at the time of a real financing

package, such as a letter of intent or a prospective loan document from a bank,

then the due diligence would fall to the legal teams of all the parties involved.

I think that covers it for us

BYT
O Returning back to the four parameters of the committee's investigation

we discussed sort of at the outset, in our time together today, do you remember the

discussion we had about collusion, coordination, and conspiracy?

A Yes, sir.

O And I asked you with respect to yourself. I asked you with respect to

then-candidate Trump. I asked you with respect to folks affiliated, officially

affiliated with the campaign and folks unofficially affiliated with the campaign.

Has looking at the documents and all of the discussion we had today

changed your answer in any way?

A Absolutely not.

I With that, we thank you for your time, and we can go off the

record.

MR. WOLF: Just one quick conference ljust want to have outside.

[Discussion off the record.]

MR. CHENKIN: ljust want to clarify one thing.

MR. WOLF: I want to clarify one. Mr. Sater was being asked the fact that

whether the -- that the Trump Moscow endeavor or project was moving forward

during the campaign, and I think there was a number of questions; was that

discussed by other people. But then he was asked if it was something that caused

him concern, and he answered yes.

UNCLASSIFIED, COMMITTEE SENSITIVE

PROPERTY OF THE I.INITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES



L42
UNCLASSIFTED, COMMITTEE SENSITIVE

I want him to explain. You didn't follow up as to why that caused him

concern, and I'd like him to put it on the record and we will put on the record :

That woutd be great.

MR. WOLF: -- what his concern was, so the record is just complete. So

there shouldn't be any speculation --

I Ptease.

MR. WOLF: - about that.

MR. SATER: I had a concern both that if he won and the project couldn't

move forward, because maybe he couldn't do it as the President or his company

couldn't do it while he was the President; or if he lost and the other side would lose

interest in financing it. So, in answer to your question, I was concerned about him

both winning and losing as it related to the project. That was what my concerns

were.

MR. WOLF: That's it. Thank you very much.

I rhankyou.

We can go off the record.

[Whereupon, at 3:54 p.m., the interview was concluded.]

UNCLASSIFIED, COMMITTEE SENSITIVE

PROPERTY OF THE TINITED STATES HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES


