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was ever briefed up to me.

O Turning to the briefings that you have described that you received from

then-ClA Director Brennan at the Principals Committee, you talked about Russian

sort of misinformation campaign that was sort of authorized or approved at the

highest levels

A

o

A ljust can't recallwith specificity. ljust can't recallwith specificity, no.

O Understood. You did sort of specify, I think very helpfully, some very

particular areas in which, Russia was attempting to

spread misinformation regarding Secretary Clinton, namely with resnecf
I believe you described it.

During the course of your discussions through the summer and fall,

understanding that was the Russian intent, was the Principals Committee made

aware of actual examples of this misinformation being disseminated, or put into

the media stream, as you referred to it?

A You know, it is - I am not able to really answer with specificity,

because those allegations did come into the media stream, and so ljust don't -- |

am not able to really separate, you know, what I heard in the media from my

underlying knowledge about Russia's purposes there, and so I am not able to
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answer with that degree of specificity.

O So in other words, if I understand you conectly, there were such

allegations that were made, but as far as being able to attribute that, specifically to

this Russian effort, that is not attribution that you or perhaps even you recall

Director Brennan making in your time in office. ls that correct?

A Well, I would not be able to make the attribution, because I didn't have

access to the sourcing information, and I can't speak for Director Brennan.

O My colleagues earlier asked aboul lessons learned, and you sort of

made reference to countertenorism and, you know, that perhaps we shouH begin

thinking about counterintelligence and some of the ways that we have begun to

think about counterterrorism after September 11th.

Are there any particular .. beyond the possibility of a commission, are there

any particular structures or protocols that we cunently employ in the

counterterrorism space that we ought to employ in the counterintelligence space?

A You know, I don't have specifics on that. ! think one of the things that

we have done well in the counterterrorism world is to build structures that allow for

the sharing of information from the lntelligence Community on the terrorism issues

with the larger prosecutive community and then oftentimes with the public, and so,

I would look to those structures to see if, as we look at issues about the election,

they could be useful as well.

O We have also talked about the investigation of the sort of cyberattack

on the Democratic Nalional Committee and the regular briefings you received.

Could you characterize, sort of, as it was briefed to you, the degree and bvel of

cooperation of the DNC with that investigation?

A So initially when I first learned of the investigation, it was briefed up to
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me, as many cases are, as something that we were investigating, and the focus

was on the substance of what the investigation was finding.

Late in 2016, there were some media reports and I had been receiving

questions during press interviews about the DNC's response at the time of the

initiation of the investigation, which is not something that would ordinarily be

brought to my attention before something is involved, but I did ask for a briefing on

that, because there were numerous press reports about that.

And I did receive a briefing from the FBI that outlined their outreach to the

DNC at the time and the first outreach, the second outreach, I believe there might

have been a third outreach to the DNC, the ultimate responses and then the

information they received from the DNC about the DNC having hired their own

forensic analysis company to work with them to try and ameliorate the problem

and dealwith it.

O Do you happen to recallwhen that briefing was?

A The briefing would have been, I believe it was late in 2016, but I don't

have the specific date. lwould need to see something.

O Either at that time or any time during your tenure, what was your

understanding as to whether the DNC had physically turned over its servers to the

FBI?

A You know, that type of investigative technique wouldn't necessarily be

briefed to the Attorney General. I was made aware in the briefing that ldid

receive that when the FBI initially offered an analytic review, which would require

giving access to the Bureau of the computer systems, that the DNC, like a lot of

companies, declined that, and that they did hire an outside company, but with

respect to working with them on a go-forward basis, ! wasn't briefed on the
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particulars of how they worked together and whether or not servers were actually

exchanged.

O Thank you. The very last topic I wanted to ask about, which is within

the scope of our investigation, is purportedly sort of classified information, now,

that DOJ has a sort of mandate in investigating and, as appropriate, prosecuting

leaks of classified information. ls that correct?

A Yes, it does.

O Similar to the other topics we have discussed, what are the

circumstances under which those leak investigations or prosecutions would have

been sort of raised to your levelas attorney general?

A Well, one circumstance, due to a protocolthat was put in place shortly

before I became the Attorney General, would be if a leak investigation involved a

journalist. Because of cases that had been handled, again, before I became the

Attorney General, the Department had regular discussions with a journalist

committee about educating them and also getting input from the journalism

community about how journalists would be regarded and viewed in the context of

leak investigations.

And so, part of that protocol for really almost any investigation touching on

journalistic activity would involve it being brought to, if not me, then to the Deputy

Attorney General if the Attorney General was not available, but there is a group

that looks at those matters. So that will be one way in which a leak investigation

would come to the attention of the Attorney General.

Whether they have kept that protocol, I do not know. So that would - but,

again, that is because of the specific First Amendment issues raised there.
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O Understood. Sitting here today, do you recall any reported leaks of

classified information related to Russian meddling in the election that occurred

while you were Attorney General and were brought to your attention in your role as

AG?

A ln terms of an investigation or a case? lf you can give me a little bit

more context.

O Well, I guess it could have been the publication of an article that

purported to - contained classified information, refenal of that, or a subsequent

investigation or decision on an investigation, but related specifically to lntel on

Russian meddling in our election.

A You know, I don't have a recollection to any degree of specificity as to

that.

O Do you recall any purported leaks of classified information relating to

the findings of the January 2017 lntelligence Community assessment?

A Do I recall leaks or do I recall - again, are you - just give me a little bit

more context. I am not really sure whether you are asking me if something was

referred to me or if I heard something in general. I am not really sure of the focus

of your question.

O Just what -- I guess the question is whether you recall being briefed or

otherwise made aware of articles or reports that purported to contain classified

information pertaining to the findings of the lCA, and then if so, whether you took

any action on that information.

A Yeah. I don't recall specific briefings on that topic.

O Are you aware of press reports concerning a purported late December
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phone call between then National Security Advisor designate Flynn and then

Ambassador to the United States from Russia Kislyak?

A Yes, I was aware of those press reports.

O And during your time as AG, were you made aware of information

concerning the call itself?

A During my time as AG, toward the very end of my time as AG, lwas

made aware of more specifics about the call.

O Do you happen to recall .-

A I don't recall if there was one call or more than one. I don't recall.

ls it okay if lfinish on this and then turn it over?

Please, finish this.

BY

O And do you happen to recallwhen that was?

A Well, I recall having a discussion with Deputy AG Yates on the 19th of

January, and the issue we were discussing -- she had brought to my attention was

that she was going to be reaching out to then Director Comey and initiating a

discussion between Director Comey and I believe the depug director of the ClA,

but I don't recallwith specificity that person's name right now. And the issue we

were discussing was, due to inforrnation that had been received in the course of

an investigative nature about these phone calls, that information conflicted

with what then Vice-President-Elect Pence reported about the calls publicly, and

the concern that we had that the incoming administration needed to be aware of

this information so that they could do what they chose with it.

O Understood. Do you recallwhether or not you were made aware of

the calls between General Flynn and Ambassador Kislyak before or after such
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calls were referenced in a Washington Post article on or about January 12th of

2017?

A I cannot recallwhen I learned of the calls in terms of them being

mentioned to me in my official capacity relative to that article. I recall the press

about it and I accept that that is the date, and ljust can't remember whether it was

shortly before or shortly after. ljust don't have that specific a recollection of it.

O And do you remember who first told you about the existence or

content of these calls?

A I do not. I recallthe discussion I had with then DAG Yates on the

19th about how to handle the information subsequent to, as I mentioned,

Vice-President-Elect Pence's assertions and just how to handle that within the

lntelligence Community, you know, could the information be disclosed, or were we

ready, you know, in terms of protecting the integrity of any investigations, but

| - and I had heard of the information prior to that, I had received information

about it, bul I can't recallwith specificity when. I can place it in January, but

unfortunately, I am just not able to place it with specificity around that article.

O And do you have any idea how the author of that article, David

lgnatius (ph.), learned about these calls?

A No.

O And when you had this discussion with Deputy Attorney GeneralYates

and others on January 19th, and in light of the comments that Vice-President-Elect

Pence had made, I believe, a few days prior, what was your -- did you offer a

recommendation as to what action you thought should be taken?

A Well, it was just myself and DAG Yates.

O OkaY.
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A lt wasn't myself, DAG Yates, and others. lt was just myself and

Depu$ AG Yates, and she said that she had been having discussions with, I

believe, it was the deputy director of the ClA, but, again, I am not exacfly sure

whether it might have been someone else at the ClA, for example, but --

O So deputy director of the ClA, or that person from the CIA wasn't in the

meeting. She was relaying to you ..

A That is correct.

O - discussions that she had had with a high ranking official at the CIA?

A Yes. That is correct; about the timing of being able to notifo the

incoming administration of the concerns that we had over lhe information that

Vice-President-Elect Pence had and was stating publicly and the actualfacts,

given the specific nature of this.

Because the FBI was looking into General Flynn's contacts with

Ambassador Kislyak, at that time, certainly on the 19th, my understanding was

that the investigation was not over at that time. I do not believe that General

Flynn had been interviewed, and I believe that DAG Yates told me that had not

been interviewed and I think I knew that in general.

And she relayed to me that the FBI had expressed a concern about

essentially alerting General Flynn to the investigation prematurely. And so she

indicated that she was going to call then Director Comey and initiate discussions

about where the investigation was and essentially when could they provide the

information to the incoming administration.

O Did you provide her any feedback or recommendations with respect to

that course of action?

A I thought it was the appropriate course of action. I felt that although
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we certainly couldn't say with specificity, having had the vice-President-Elect make

certain representations that we knew not to be accurate was not a situation that

we wanted to place him in, quite frankly, or the incoming administration as they

made whatever choices they made going forward, and that we should devise a

way to provide that information.

I agreed with her decision to speak out, to speak with then Director Comey.

I advised her that if she needed me to make any calls, to let me know. I had

about 6 hours left in office at that time, but lwas working untilmidnight, I

mean -- and everyone knew that. Whether or not she - you know, we thought we

could, in fact, call someone on the transition team, for example, or someone

in -- incoming in, whether we would do it that night or not, I didn't have the view

that we would tikety be making a callthat evening, it was the day before the

inauguration, but we definitely had -- she and I definitely had the view that this was

infonnation that the new administration needed soon.

O Did you take any further action on this issue before leaving office

following that conversation?

A No. I asked her to let me know if she needed me to take any action,

and she said that she would. And so I did not hear from her before midnight.

Thank you.

BYI
O liust haVe one follow-up question, ma'am, in relation to a line of

questioning my colleagues from the minority asked about surveillance at Trump

Tower.

During your time as attorney general, was Paul Manaforte ever placed

under electronic surveillance while you were attomey general by the Department?
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A I don't have any information, so I am not able to answer with

specificity.

O So you say you don't know if he was or wasn't?

A I do not know. I do not know. lt wouldn't necessarily have come to

my attention.

f That is it, ma'am. I greatly appreciate your time today. lt

was a pleasure speaking with you.

MS. LYNCH: All right. Thank you all.

[Whereupon, at 1:03 p.m., the interview was concluded.]
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