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received it as Mr. Trump. The money was then sent to the foundation, That

doesn't mean he was the lawyer for the foundation, which you're insisting upon.

He was the lawyer for the person who got the money and gave it to the foundation.

That's the issue.

MR. CASTRO: That doesn't hold up in contract --

MR. COHEN: I never held a position in the foundation. lf people would

say to me, "l want to do something nice for Mr. Trump," well, he has a foundation,

MR. CASTRO: I guess, Mr. Cohen, let me ask you then, then why would

you agree to something that says signed on behalf of the foundation when your

name is there and you weren't signing on behalf of the foundation or entering into

the agreement on behalf of the foundation?

MR. COHEN: As I said, I never signed the document, but the money was

transferred at some point to the foundation.

MR. CASTRO: Okay. Because there is a conflict now in your role as

attorney for The Trump Organization versus a document that says that you're

doing it on behalf of the foundation, the money went to an account at Capital One,

NA, Commercial Real Estate, on Park Avenue, New York. ls that a foundation

account or is that some other organization account?

MR. COHEN: I don't know. I don't run the books for the foundation either.

I have no role in the foundation other than if someone asks me, "What can I do for

Mr. Trump?" lt's very difficult to buy him something. lt's very difficult to get him a

gift. So I say, he has a foundation that he uses to help people, so send whatever

you want.

MR. CASTRO: Okay. These are just a few cleanup questions now,

okay? Are you aware of any occasions where Kushner properties or assets were
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used to pay off the debts of any Trump companies?

MR. RYAN: lt's not pertinent, and I'm directing the witness not to answer

it.

MR. CASTRO: Sure it is.

MR. RYAN: lt's so totally not pertinent. lt has nothing to do with Russia.

MR. CASTRO: We've asked the same question of other folks and it was

answered.

MR. RYAN: lt's a family area, you are out of your swim lane, sir. This is

totally impertinent.

MR. SCHIFF: lf you're not asserting a privilege, you need to answer the

question.

MR. RYAN: No, l'm directing the witness here. l'm going to cite the case

law. We're going to get this on the record now. We're going to look at the case

law on pertinency.

MR. Schiff: We don't need any case law on pertinency, counsel.

MR. RYAN: No, we're going to put it on the record.

MR. Schiff: Well, you can put whatever you like on the record, but he's

going to answer the question.

MR. RYAN: ll United States Code 192, as interpreted by Rumely v. The

United States aL197 F.2d 166 at page 177 ,lhe D.C. Circuit, 1953. lt is still the

law here that pertinent to a subject matter under inquiry not generally pertinent,

you have to establish the pertinency of the questions to your jurisdiction. You're

out of your jurisdiction, questioning about Jared's property.

MR. SCHIFF: Counsel, you're out of your jurisdiction, l'm afraid.

Depending on what Mr, Kushner may or may not have been involved in, it's very
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pertinent. And you're not the one to judge the relevance of a question in our

investigation.

MR. RYAN: No, the chairman is.

MR. SCHIFF: That's right.

MR. RYAN: The chairman has to judge pertinency. Pertinency is the

same thing as the relationship to the four points in your chart. Tell me how that

relates to whether Jared Kushnefs property is involved. lf you frame it about

Russia, frame it about Russia, and then you can ask about Jared's property.

MR. SCHIFF: Counsel --

MR. RYAN: Yes.

MR. SCHIFF: -- we don't have to give you an explanation for what's

relevant in our investigation and what we've uncovered in our investigation, and

we're not going to, unless you're asserting a privilege.

MR. CONAWAY: You have asked a similar question, sir? You can

rephrase it, though.

MR. CASTRO: Well, here's the thing, Chairman. That question has been

asked of another witness and was answered, at least from their perspective. So

I'm asking the question now from his perspective. We've covered it before.

MR. CONAWAY: Help me understand how this ties to Russia.

MR. CASTRO: Again, because there's obviously folks within the family

who have had meetings and relationships with Russian money. We need to

figure out whether there's any leverage that's being used upon any of these folks.

MR. SWALWELL: Jared met with VEB Bank. He met with VEB Bank,

and that was in his statement. His public statement was that he had met after the

election with VEB Bank.
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MR. CONAWAY: So put a timeframe on your question that's relevant to

what's going on.

MR. CASTRO: Sure. OkaY. All right.

ln the last 3 years, do you know of any --

MR. CONAWAY: That's too wide. Trump wasn't even President.

MR. CASTRO: OkaY, January 2415.

MR. CONAWAY: He announced for the Presidency in what, June of

2015?

MR. CASTRO: Well, he was probably thinking about it before that' So

can we say January o12015?

MR. CONAWAY: That will work.

MR. CASTRO: Okay. Since January of 2015 to the present time, are you

aware of any Trump debts that were paid using Kushner assets?

MR. RYAN: What is a Trump debt, sir? I apologize. I have no idea what

a Trump debt is.

MR. CASTRO: Well, Trump, anything.that Mr. Trump or the Trump

companies have owed to anyone or any bank or organization. lf the answer is no,

it should be -
MR. COHEN: The answer is l'm unaware of any Kushner payment on

behalf of a Trump debt.

MR. CASTRO: So you're not aware that the Kushners have used any of

their assets to pay off any of the debts of Mr. Trump since January 2015?

MR. RYAN: Wait a minute. We're going to make a record now. Deutsch

v. The United States, 367 U.S., page - or beginning at 456.

MR. CASTRO: Chairman, we went through this.
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MR. RYAN: Going on -- no, this is a second case. 467-68. Let me read

the sentence. "The due process clause of the Fifth Amendment requires that the

pertinency of the interrogation to the topic under the committee's inquiry must be

brought home to the witness at the time the questions are put to him."

MR. SWALWELL: ls he asserting the Fifth Amendment?

MR. RYAN: No, he's not asserting the Fifth Amendment.

MR. SCHIFF: Then he should just answer the question.

MR. RYAN: The due process clause of the Fifth Amendment.

MR. CONAWAY: I do find it relevant, Counsel.

MR. RYAN: All right. Go ahead, answer the question then.

MR. COHEN: I'm unaware.

MR. CASTRO: Okay. Can you finish the sentence, because we've been

going back. You're unaware of what?

MR. COHEN: I'm sorry. I'm unaware of any payment made by Kushner

or a Kushner company on behalf of a Trump debt.

MR. CASTRO: Okay, thank you.

Anything else, you guys?

MR. SWALWELL: Have you ever met Sechin?

MR. COHEN: No, sir.

MR. RYAN: lapologize.

MR. SWALWELL: Sechin.

MR. COHEN: I don't know who Sechin is.

MR. SWALWELL: Have you heard the name Sechin?

MR. COHEN: No, sir.

MR. SWALWELL: Then I guess it would be fair to say, to your knowledge,
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Mr. Trump has never met Sechin?

MR. COHEN: I cannot answer that question. I don't know who Mr. Trump

has met. I don't live with him2417. I'm only with him when I'm at The Trump

Organization.

MR. SWALWELL: You know, you mentioned that you were presenting

business deals to him during his time as a Republican candidate and then the

general election candidate. How would you, in your observation, characterize

how he divided his time between his businesses and being a candidate?

MR. RYAN: lt's not pertinent. lt's a fishing expedition into things

unrelated to Russia.

MR, CONAWAY: Let's move on.

MR. SWALWELL: Have you ever met Carter Page?

MR. COHEN: No, sir.

MR, SWALWELL: To your knowledge, has the President ever met Carter

Page?

MR. COHEN: I don't know who the President has met.

MR. SWALWELL: Do you have any financial relationship with VEB?

Have you heard of VEB?

MR. RYAN: VEB, sir?

MR. COHEN: Are you referring to WB Bank?

MR. SWALWELL: VEB.

MR. COHEN: No, sir, I don't know what VEB is.

MR. SWALWELL: Who's WB?

MR. COHEN: WB is the second-largest bank in Russia.

MR. SWALWELL: Do you have any financial relationship with WB?
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MR. COHEN: No, sir.

MR. SWALWELL: To your knowledge, has Donald Trump or The Trump

Organization ever received a personal or business loan from VEB?

MR. COHEN: l'm aware of who even VEB is.

MR. SWALWELL: How about VTB?

MR. COHEN: I don't believe that he does, but I don't know the answer.

MR. SWALWELL: Have you ever met Sergey Gorkov?

MR. COHEN: No, sir.

MR. SWALWELL: To your knowledge, has Donald Trump?

MR. COHEN: I don't know.

MR. SWALWELL: To your knowledge, has Jared Kushner?

MR. COHEN: I don't know.

MR. SWALWELL: ln 2008, Donald Trump Jr. -- and you knew him in 2008

ls that right?

MR. COHEN: Yes, sir.

MR. SWALWELL: He stated: "Russians make up a pretty

disproportionate cross-section of a lot of our assets. We see a lot of money

pouring in from Russia." Was he correct when he said that?

MR. COHEN: I don't know what he was referring to, whether he was

referring to a specific project, but my understanding would be that I don't agree

with that statement. I don't believe that there's a large cross-section of Russians

in the building that I live in, which is a Trump property. I believe there's only 1

family out of 80,

MR. SWALWELL: ln August 2013, it was reported that at a Trump

National Golf Club event in Charlotte, Eric Trump said: "Well, we don't rely on
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American banks. We have all the funding we need out of Russia." Are you

familiar with that statement?

MR. COHEN: No, sir, I'm not.

MR. SWALWELL: Have you ever met Sergey Kislyak?

MR. COHEN: No, sir.

MR. SWALWELL: Have you ever seen him in the building, Trump Tower?

MR. COHEN: No, sir.

MR. SWALWELL: Have you ever met Roger Stone?

MR. COHEN: Yes.

MR, SWALWELL: When did you first meet him?

MR. COHEN: On or about 2011.

MR. SWALWELL: Would you see him in Trump Tower during the

Presidential campaign, from June 2015 to November 8th, 2016?

MR. COHEN: I saw him on occasion in the Trump building.

MR. SWALWELL: Approximately how many --

MR. COHEN: A handful or so.

MR. CASTRO: Final question. The lntelligence Comrnunity has

assessed that Russia interfered with our 2016 election. Based on everything

you've seen, you've experienced, do you agree with that assessment?

MR. COHEN: I appreciate this committee and the work that's being done

by our lntelligence Community. I truly believe we have the best lntelligence

Community in the world. I have no access to any specialor privileged information

that would give me a definitive answer as to what Russia did or didn't do, but what

I will say is I accept the findings that I read in the media.

What I will say, which I've been saying all along, ljust had nothing to do
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with any of this interference or collusion or any other words that they want to use

to describe Russia's interference in our electoral process.

So my hope is that at the end of this interview, that the same way that my

name was dragged through the mud, I would hope that this committee and others

would talk about and put out the falsity of my name being used in the dossier.

MR. CASTRO: Thank you for your testimony today, Mr. Cohen.

MR. RYAN: Mr. Chairman.

MR. CONAWAY: Yes, sir.

MR. RYAN: We had three documents at the beginning of the meeting.

One was his prepared statement; the second was the two-pager on the Moscow

building project; and the third was the document on the -
MR. KING: Mr. Chairman? I'm sorry, go ahead. One final statement.

MR. RYAN: The document on the dossier. lf those three could be part of

the record.

MR. CONAWAY: Without objection.

MR. KING: May ljust put on the record to put this in further context for

those who are not from the same part of the world as Mr. Cohen and I are.

You were asked before about any dealings with Russian Americans. lf I

had been asked if I had any dealings with Russian Americans in my office, I would

have said no. I spoke to me district director today, whose husband is Jewish. I

said - I didn't mention anything about this - out of curiosity, where were his

parents from? She said allfour grandparents are from Russia.

So that made him a Russian American. She's married to a Russian

American. His parents, who I've known for 25 years, until this afternoon I didn't

know they were Russian American. So I'm guilty for dealing with Russian
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Americans.

MR. CONAWAY: We're off the record. Thank you.

[Whereupon, at 3:34 p.m., the interview was concluded.]
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