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A I think

a you also understand that the Pres'ident adopted a

1ot of Rudy G'iuliani 's views, to the extent they are Rudy

Gi ul i ani 's?

A We11, given the drumbeat of Rudy Gi u1i ani 's views

on the televjsion, I think if you listen to that long enough,

you know, it kind of God knows what anybody would think,

getting back to, you know, questions that have been posed

before. He seemed to be, you know, basically engaged'in a

concerted effort to propagate these vjews.

O Uh-huh.

A But I cannot say that this was all of the things

that he was doing was at the direction of the President. I

can' t say that.

a But you did not'ice in the call transcript that the

Presjdent said several times that President Zelensky should

speak with Rudy Giuliani, right?

A I did.

a So did that give you an understanding

A But that suggests that Rudy Giuliani has all of the

i nformati on . I mean, agai n, he's bei ng di rected to talk to

Rudy Giuliani. And, you know, when we refer to the ellipses,

you know, the President isn't laying out in fu11 all of these

issues. So, you know, kind of , a 1ot of thjs information 'is

comi ng f rom Rudy G j u1i ani , and Rudy Gi ul i an'i seems to be, i n
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some fashion, orchestrating a lot of these discussions.

a If Ukraine actually did initiate these

i nvesti gatjons, who would they have benefi ted?

A We11 , they mi ght have benef i ted Mr . Gi u1 i ani and

his business colleagues just as much as anyone else.

a How so? An investigation into Joe Biden, how would

that have helped

A It's an investigation, but it wasn't just into

that. There was investigat'ions writ 1arge. So if there's

upheaval in the Ukrainian energy sector and people are

removed, perhaps this gives the opportunity for these

i ndi vi duals and other i ndi vi duals to get i nvestments or

lucrative board posi tions.

a Did President Trump mentjon the energy sector or

corruption in the energy sector in the July 25th call?

A He doesn't seem to have done so. I mean, he refers

to directly, as I stated but, overall, we were again,

there have been lots of references to energy sector and to

corruption in the energy sector. And, technically, Burisma

is part of the energy sector in Ukraine.

a Right. But you understood as we discussed, you

understand Rudy Giulian'i and, c1ear1y, President Trump's v jew

of the Burisma to the extent that they wanted an

investigation related to the Bjdens?

A I see what was in the transcript, but I'm also
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referring to all of the discussions that were out there in

public on the television and all the statements by

Mr. Giuliani. They seemed to cover a 1ot of ground and a 1ot

of terri tory. I thi nk i t's enti rely possi b1e and, agai n,

I 'm presumi ng that thi s 'is what you' re all tryi ng to get to

the bottom of that many things were being put onto thjs

set of i ssues. Thi s i s

a So i t's not j ust one thi ng.

A This is a bundling of a number of jssues.

a So am I correct i n understand'ing that there could

be a number of different interests that are

A l"ly view, jn looking at this, js that individuals,

private indivjduals, like Mr. G'iuliani and his busjness

associ ates, are tryi ng to appropri ate Presi denti al power or

the authority of the President, given the position that

14r. Giuliani js in, to also pursue their own personal

i nterests.

a But the President was wjlling to provide the

Presjdentjal power in that JuIy 25th ca11.

A Wel1, that's the Juty 25th ca11, but before that it
seems to me that there was a lot of usurpation of that power.

a But you do agree that jn that July 25th call the

President was

A That's what it seems to suggest.

a OkaY.
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A And, agai n, f 'm readi ng that i n a context 'in whi ch,

you know, I've been looking at other information and I

don't have a complete picture of what transpired between when

i left and when the call was made and then subsequently to

all the information that we're seeing out in the press as

well . I 'm learni ng thi ngs from the press, i f i ndeed all of

thi s i s accurate, for the fi rst time.

O R'ight. I understand that.

And I guess the f j na1 questi on I have i s, you 'indi cated

earlier on today that this was sort of your worst nightmare

and that these requests for investigations appear to be

political in nature. Is that accurate?

A Correct. My worst n'ightmare js the politicization

of the relationship between the U.S. and Ukraine and, also,

the usurpation of authori ties, you know, for other people's

personal vested interests.

a Ri ght. But whose

A And there seems to be a large range of people who

were looki ng for these opportuni ti es here.

a If the Ukra'ine I thi nk you used thi s term dug

up dirt on Joe Biden, whose potitical prospects would that

assi st?

A Well, depending on how it plays out, that could

assist a wide range of PeoPle.

a Potentially. 1s it going to assist Rudy Giuliani's
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political campaign, or is it going to assist President

Trump's?

A Well, again, it depends on how this all plays out.

At this particular -- look, this is now, kind of everybody

could be damaged by all of this, which basically gets back to

my point. Everybody's campaign could be severely damaged by

how this plays out now. 0r it could be benefited.

I thjnk what you're saying is, was the intent to promote

the campaign of President Trump. Yes. But you're asking the

question, a1so, about how this might play out.

a That was rea11y just the former, but I understand

what you ' re say i ng.

Can I have L mi nute?

All ri ght. I thi nk we' re done here. I don' t know i f

you guys have anything.

MR. CASTOR: Who was the staffer in the Exec Sec that

brought up Kash Patel?

DR. HILL: I'11 be honest, I actuatty can't remember.

MR. CAST0R: 0kay.

DR. HILL: Because it was one of the front office

NR. CASTOR: Thank you.

DR. HILL: staff, and i t wasn't someone who i t was

just simply they were relaying to me a piece of

MR. CASTOR: Thank you.

DR. HI LL : - - i nformatj on . And I honestly can' t

UNCLASS I FIED



1

2

)

4

5

6

7

8

9

l0

l1

t2

13

t4

15

t6

t7

18

l9

20

2t

22

23

24

25

UNCLASS T FIED 430

remember.

NR. JORDAN: Doctor, who's on this distribution list

that you reference? I don't know how that operates and how

that works.

DR. HILL: Wel1, it's usually for, you know, meetings

related to Ukraine. So if we're having one of these

interagency meetings at the directors level or, you know,

kind of, a poli tical coordination commi ttee, you would add on

everybody who you thought would be, you know, related to this

i n some way.

MR. J0RDAN: And would the ind'ividuals --

DR. HILL: So I asked them to parse through and see, you

know, what individuals were on and then to see what it would

be about fo11ow-on materi a1s.

So, just to be kind of clear about this, I mean' a 1ot

of these distribution ljsts are on our classifjed System, not

just on our unclass system. And sometimes they have attached

to them a 1ot of background materials.

MR. JORDAN: That was my next question.

DR. HILL: And thjs gets back to our, you know, concerns

about leaking in the past. I mean, you asked me about this

question about CNN. Just an enormous amount of our material,

before you've even had a meeting, is out on CNN or Politico

or Buzzfeed. And I would lose my mind, sometimes, before

routine meetings by the fact that, before I'd even started
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the meeting, some of the background material with some of the

deli berations already seemed to be somebody publi shi ng i t.

|'4R. JORDAN: Yeah. No, I've

DR. HILL: So, you know, I mean, obviously, you've been

fami l i ar wi th that, and I 'm sure i t' s an occupati onal hazard

for people here as we1l.

MR. JORDAN: It sure'is.

DR. HILL: So I started to worry about, you know, kind

of: Were materials that were just meant for the interagency,

you know, for people, that were deliberative drafts of, you

know, policy memorandum going backwards and forwards, you

know, that weren't intended for, you know, kjnd of, other

people, being distributed or information that was attached to

that?

But, in actual fact, when I looked at this, there'd been

very ljttle information that we'd been sending out that

wasn't, you know, ki nd of, fai r1y routi ne i n these documents.

t"lR. JORDAN: Okay. That was my question. 5o the

djstribution list is not just to individuals telling them

about a schedute or a meeting. It's also some material that

i s actually bei ng transmi tted

DR. HILL: That's right, that they need to use to

prepare for the and, often, it would be sent, you know, to

i ndividuals in different di rectorates to prepare thei r senior

director or themsetves, if they were just attending, you
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know, to basically, like we're doing here, you know,

exhibit A, the Politico thing, or the transcript, for

example.

MR. JORDAN: Right. And was Mr. Patel on the

distribution list that was receiving this information?

DR. HiLL: In some cases, he was on the larger

distributive list for his directorate.

MR. J 0RDAN : 0kay .

DR. HILL: And, in some cases, he was there with a few

other people from h'i s dj rectorate, perhaps because, agai n, i f

some of the meetings overlapped with things that he was

working on, or there had also been a lot of changeover,

agai n , 'in the di rectorate, so there were someti mes j ust two

or three di rectors

MR. JORDAN: So was he getting the information that

he was getting the same information that everyone else was

gett i ng?

DR. HiLL: From what I'm recalling, I think that was the

case.

MR. JORDAN: Okay. So just like everyone else on the

d'istribution list, he was getting that

DR. HILL: That's right.

MR. J0RDAN: -- exact same information

DR. HILL: And, as I said, I went --

MR. JORDAN: -- at the exact same time in the
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meet i ngs

DR. HI LL : Cor rect .

l'lR. J0RDAN: -- everything the same?

DR. HILL: But as you're looking back, you know, over --

and I'm looking back on my schedule, there weren't a lot of

other -- there weren't a lot of meetings taken, but there's a

lot of background materials. 5o I also wanted to know from

Alex and others if there was some other djstro list that they

had for other communicat"ions for materials. Basically, you

know, directors often have their own distro people that

they' re worki ng wi th.

MR. JORDAN: I guess my concern was, you said I think

a littler earf ier you said you were concerned about the

material he may have and may present to whomever he was

presenti ng i t to 'in whatever meeti ng. And I 'm j ust tryi ng to

f igure out, if he's on this same d'istribution list and he's

getting it just like everyone else and he's getting the same

material, why would you be concerned about the material he'd

be presenting in April, May

DR. HILL: We11, because I wasn't sure when they

referred to materials, I thought, what on Earth materials

could they be talking about? So I wanted to see, js there

any way that any of these background materials that were

being prepared updates on Ukraine, in other words

could've been in the mix and then were being given off to
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Exec Sec? Because they weren't being prepared for the Exec

Sec or to be handed on, certainly, to the President. I mean,

it would do something'in a totally djfferent nature if you're

preparing a background briefing for the President or a

background briefing for Ambassador Bolton. They do it in a

very di fferent way, i f I 'm prepari ng a background bri efi ng

MR. J0RDAN: 0kay.

DR. HILL: -- for a routjne d'irectors meeting, wh'ich

might have, you know, all of the comments of the d'i rectors,

you know, back and forth

MR. J0RDAN : Yeah.

DR. HiLL: And I thought to myself, you know, what

materials could this be?

MR. JORDAN: Yeah. So, just to be clear, though,

Mr. Patel is on the same distributjon ljst as everyone else

on the list and getting the same material.

DR. HILL: That's correct.

MR. JORDAN: 0kay.

DR. HILL: But then again, I'ffi trying to figure out, why

would that material and what could that material be that

could be getti ng

MR. JORDAN: Thank you.

DR. HILL: -- you know, sent up to the President?

MR. ZELDIN: The next piece of evidence what's the

next number?
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DR. HILL: And, again, just to be very cIear, I did not

know what that material would be. I did not know at any

time, I was not told, what that material was that was sent to

the Presi dent.

MR. J0RDAN: I wasn't asking about that. I was asking

about what was sent to Mr. Patel was exactly what everyone

else was getting.

DR. HILL: That's correct.

MR. J0RDAN: Got i t.

IMi nori ty Exhi bi t No. 5

Was marked for i denti fi cati on. l

MR. ZELDIN: Dr. Hi11, we're passing around exhibjt

No. 5. This is I'11 wait for a second untjl it gets

di stri buted.

This is.a May 4th, 2018, letter sent to Mr. Lutsenko

from three Democratic United States Senators. Are you

f ami 1i ar wi th th'is letter?

DR. HI LL: I 'm not , actual ly.

MR. ZELDIN: You have never seen this letter before?

DR. HI LL: I don ' t be1 i eve that I have, no.

I'lR. ZELDIN: 0kay. Thi s i s a letter that three

Democratjc United States Senators sent to the prosecutor

general at the time in Ukraine, demandr'ng that Ukrajne assist

with the Robert Mueller probe targeting the President.

DR. HILL: Was this letter made public? Was it sent to
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the NSC and the public offices?

l"lR. ZELDIN: I don't know the distro of the letter,

which is

DR. HILL: Right. Because I --

MR. ZELDIN: one of the reasons why I wanted to ask.

DR. HILL: -- have not seen this letter before.

MR. ZELDIN: Okay.

Did any of the people in the NSC ever articulate to you

any anti -Trump pol i ti ca1 posi ti ons?

DR. HILL: They did not, no.

MR. ZELDIN: Do you befieve that it was appropriate for

the Ctinton campaign and the DNC to hire Christopher Steele

to create the dossier against the Trump campaign?

DR. HILL: As I understand, they didn't hire him

directly. I don't have any personal knowledge about how he

was hired. I don't know that he was hired directly by the

DNC. Was he?

MR. ZELDIN: We11, they hi red a Iaw fi rm, Fusion GPS.

1t was through an intermediary, but the money originated from

the Clinton campaign and DNC.

But if you're not familiar with the source of funding,

1et' s put that asi de .

DR. Hi LL : No, I 'm not. I 'm not fami 1 i ar wi th that.

|\,lR. ZELDIN: Funding aside, do you think it is

appropriate for Christopher Steele to have been hired as a
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foreign spy to be collecting jnformation from foreign

governments to gain an advantage against the Trump campaign?

DR. HILL: We11, he's a former forei gn spy. But,

nonetheless, a foreign national. I don't believe it's
appropriate for him to have been hired to do this. And,

again, I thjnk I already expressed my shock and surprise when

I learned that he had been i nvolved i n th'is.

MR. ZELDIN: We've spoken about Burisma a lot today.

Are you famifiar wjth the fact that Hunter Biden was paid for

thi s posi ti on w'ith Buri sma?

DR. HILL: I remember seeing the reports about this when

he was first taken onboard. I was stj11 at the Brookings

Institution, and I remember there were press reports about

this.

MR. ZELDIN: Has his employment with Burisma come up at

all in any of your official government posjtions?

DR. HILL: It did not, apart from the di scussion wi th

Amos Hochste'in where he i nf ormed me that some of these

d'iscussions in Ukraine were centered around Burisma, and he

remjnded me that Burisma was the company that Hunter Biden

sat on the board of. And, as you may also recal1, Amos

Hochstejn had expressed concern about that when that

appointment went through jn the course of his own official
dut'ies.

MR. ZELDIN: Do you know Hunter Biden?
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DR. HILL: I dO NOt.

t4R. ZELDIN: Are you aware of any experience or

qualifications that he would have for that position?

DR. HILL: I am not aware. I don't know him.

MR. ZELDIN: And you worked with Vice Presjdent Joe

Biden at all in any of your offjcial capacities?

DR. HILL: When I was the National Intelli gence 0ffi cer

for Russia and Eurasia in the first year of the 0bama

administration, yes, I mean, in the same context as I worked

with Vi ce Presi dent Cheney f or the 3 years of the Bush

administration that I was NI0. I was often asked to do

briefings.

MR. ZELDIN: When did your official interactions with

Vice President Biden end?

DR. HILL: In November of 2009 when I returned to

Brookings after spending my t'ime as the National Intelligence

0ff i cer .

MR. ZELDIN: So the remainder of the Obama

administration you were out of the United States Government.

DR. HILL: That's correct. I was, as an expert, i nvi ted

to a couple of dinner briefings on Russia hosted by Vice

President Biden, but that's the totali ty of my i nteractions.

MR. ZELDIN: I t' s been wi dely reported that he doesn' t

have Ukraine experience, he doesn't have energy experience

DR. HiLL: Who are we referring to?
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MR. ZELDiN: Hunter Biden.

DR. HILL: 0h, Hunter Biden.

MR. ZELDIN: Sorry. Hunter Biden

DR. HI LL: Yeah.

MR. ZELDIN : i t' s been wi dely reported he doesn ' t

have any energy experience, doesn't have any Ukraine

experience, but was hired by Burisma, which is a -- 1et me

d i gress a m'inute .

From your knowledge of Burjsma, are they a corrupt

c ompany ?

DR. HILL: I don't know a 1ot about Buri sma, I'11 be

f rank.

MR. ZELDIN: Are you fami 1j ar wi th Zlochevsky?

DR. HILL: I'm not very f amiliar with him e'ither, just

more in a general sense.

MR. ZELDIN: Are you famjliar with the investigations

into Burisma or Zlochevsky?

DR. HILL: I was aware that there were investigations

underway, yes.

MR. ZELDIN: And these were cor rupti on i nvesti gati ons

into Burisma and Zlochevsky?

DR. HiLL: And into the particular individual. So,

agai n, the fact that there i s i nvestigations into corruption

in the energy sector in Ukrajne, as well as Russia or many

other countries, is not a surprise.
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And, a1so, on this point, I have to also say there were

an awful 1ot of people with political connections and not

expertise on particular issues that were being h'ired by all

ki nds of ent'iti es.

MR. ZELDIN: It's been widely reported, as I started to

state, wjth regards to a lack of energy experience

DR. HILL: Right.

MR. ZELDIN: with a lack of Ukraine experience, he

was paid at least $50,000 a month. There are reports that

his company he has a partner were paid a substantially

hi gher fi gure.

Vice President Joe Biden was the point man for the Obama

adm j ni strati on w'ith Ukrai ne. Be'ing the poi nt man f or the

Obama administration, what power comes with that, as far as

purSestrings, as far as funding that United States provides

to Ukrai ne?

DR. HILL: The Vice President didn't have a role in

that . I mean, thi s i s, agai n , the determi nati on of Congress

and also of the State Department and Defense Department and

others. I mean, the Vice President has no role in

determi ni ng the pursestr i ngs . The 0ff i ce of Management and

Budget do as wel1.

MR. ZELDIN : Are you fami 1 i ar

DR. HILL: And Vice President Pence also wanted to play

a role on Ukrai ne i n thi s admi ni strati on.
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MR. ZELDIN: To that poi nt, are you f ami 1i ar w'ith a

video from January 20L8 where Vice President Biden spoke

about his efforts to have Prosecutor General Shokin fired?

Have you seen that video?

DR. HILL: I have not seen that video.

MR. ZELDIN: Okay. That video I won't ask a question

di rectly to that. I'11 ask a di f f erent quest'ion. But f or

background, that v"ideo, Vice President Biden is speaking

about his efforts, threatening Ukraine with the loss of

$1 billion if they didn't fire Shokin, and then they

i nstantly fi red Shoki n.

But the question is, you're saying that the Vjce

President doesn't have the ability to be delegated any

authority from a President to make those types of threats?

DR. HILL: To make those types of threats? You were

talki ng about money earl i er.

MR. ZELDIN: Does a Vice President have the power to

make a threat to a foreign government of the loss of United

States support?

DR. HILL: if he is being asked to do that on the behalf

of the government, on behalf of the President or the State

Department and others.

So, when I was working in the Bush administration, Vice

Pres'ident Cheney was the heavy on all of these i ssues. And

he certainly issued ptenty of threats to a whole range of
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countri es, i ncludi ng Russi a, that, you know, I was pri vy to,

at the direction or the request of other parts of the

government.

So I thi nk, you know, putt'ing f orward the i dea that, you

know, there could be forfeited an assistance and that Vice

President Biden was conveying that information on behalf of

the government, wel1, yes, of course, he could do that. But

he does not make the determination about funding.

1'4R. ZELDIN : Do you have any concerns about any member

of the United States Government being delegated the authority

to make a threat if their son is receiving $50,000 a month

f rom

DR. HILL:

MR. ZELDIN:

DR. HILL:

I think you might be

a company

starti ng to

targeted by an open

go into some very dangerous

terri tory

|'4R. ZELDIN: I'm sorry. Let me f inish the quest'ion.

DR. HILL: -- at the moment for everybody.

MR. ZELDIN: I'm sorry. Do you think that it would be

appropriate for a -- do you have any concern with a Vjce

President being delegated the authority to make a threat like

that if their son js receiving $50,000 a month from an entity

of that foreign country being targeted by having an open

i nvesti gati on?

DR. HiLL: I think that there js a problem with
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perceptions of conflicts of jnterest and ethics for any chjld

of any senior officjal to be involved in anything that their

parents are involved in, period. So this goes not just to

Hunter Biden and Vice President Biden but across the board.

And I think, getting back to the question that

Congressman Raskin asked about before about corruption and

perceptions of it, th'is is exactly the problem we have right

now in our politics. The rank and file have to sign all
kinds of ethical agreements to make sure that members of our

family are not involved in anything that we are involved in

or to recuse ourselves.

And across the board, Members of Congress, the Senate, I

mean, this is what you spend your time looking at. Vice

Presidents, Presidents, Secretaries of 5tate, Secretaries of

Commerce, Secretarjes of Transportation, Secretaries of

Interior I could just go on should not have their

chi ldren j nvolved i n anythi ng that they' re i nvolved i n as

well.

And that's why I 'm sayi ng 'it's a dangerous terr j tory,

because I'm not going to start on giving the long ljst of

things that I personally think are a real problem.

MR. ZELDIN : There was an open i nvesti gati on 'into

Burisma at the time of that trip that Vice President Biden

made to Ukraine and that President Trump was concerned with.

Are you aware of that?
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|.4R. G0LDMAN: Do you have any support

DR. HILL: I wasn't aware of the information too. I

wasn't in the government.

t"lR. W0LOSKY: Congressman , she wasn' t i n the government .

DR. HILL: NO, ANd ]'M

MR. ZELDIN: Actual1y, the question was I 'm sorry.

Excuse me. The question was, are you aware of that? And if

DR. HILL: The answer i s no. Because I'm also not aware

of all of this timeline, in terms of the issues that you're

rai si ng here.

MR. ZELDIN : 0kay.

DR. HILL: I was not I wilI be, you know, qulte open.

I was not monitoring and following exactly what Vice

Pres'ident Biden and Hunter Biden were doing in thi s time

peri od .

MR. ZELDIN: Well, 1et me ask you what you do know.

With regards to Burisma, do you know when that investigation

was closed?

DR. HILL: I do not. And as I said, when Amos Hochstein

came in to talk to me again about this and mentioned Burjsma,

I had to get him to remind me again about why Burisma was

significant. In the back of my mind, I knew that there was

some issue with Burisma, but it had not come uP, up until

then, at any poi nt i n the work that I was doi ng i n the
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adm'i ni strati on .

MR. ZELDiN: Okay. Do you know if the case against

Burisma was closed at any time?

DR. HILL: From what I have read and been told, that the

case was closed or dropped or that the case stopped.

MR. ZELDIN: What do you know about when that case

WAS

DR. HILL: I don't know when that was stopped. I mean,

again, I'11 just say that I had to be reminded by Amos

Hochstei n about why Buri sma was s'igni f i cant. I remembered,

from when I was at the Brookings Institution, reading about

Hunter Biden being appointed, thinking this was not a bright

idea, and then I did not continue to fo11ow this issue for a

long period of time.

So it came up again in the context of a1t the things

that we're discussing basically around the time that Masha

Yovanovitch was removed from her position. My knowledge 'is

more general, about the state of the Ukrainjan energy sector.

My knowledge in depth is really about Russia and Russia's

energy sector.

NR. ZELDIN: Are you aware of the case the crimina1

investigation against Zlochevsky?

DR. HILL.: I was aware that there had been one. But,

again, I d'idn't ask for any deta jls of th'is in the position

that I was in, because 1t did not seem relevant to the work
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that we were doing.

And, again, in the NSC, my job was to coordinate. And

the real action was being taken, in terms of our Ukrainian

policy and implementation, by the State Department, the

Embassy, the Defense Department, and the Department of

Energy.

I'4R. CASTOR: I thi nk we ' re al l done .

DR. HILL: You're sure?

MR. CAST0R: Thank you so much.

DR. HILL: You don't want to conti nue?

MR. GOLDMAN: Dr. H'i11, on behalf of Chai rman Schi f f ,

I'd just ljke to thank you again for coming in and answering

all of our questions.

DR. HI LL : Thank you . Thank You.

MR . G0LDl"lAN : We a re ad j ou rned .

[Whereupon, at 7:55 p.m. , the deposi tion was concluded. ]
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