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A I think --

Q -- you also understand that the President adopted a
lot of Rudy Giuliani's views, to the extent they are Rudy
Biukiani's?

A Well, given the drumbeat of Rudy Giuliani's views
on the television, I think if you listen to that long enough,
you know, it kind of -- God knows what anybody would think,
getting back to, you know, questions that have been posed
before. He seemed to be, you know, basically engaged in a
concerted effort to propagate these views.

Q Uh-huh.

A But I cannot say that this was -- all of the things
that he was doing was at the direction of the President. I
can't say that.

Q But you did notice in the call transcript that the
President said several times that President Zelensky should
speak with Rudy Giuliani, right?

A I did.

Q So did that give you an understanding --

A But that suggests that Rudy Giuliani has all of the
information. I mean, again, he's being directed to talk to
Rudy Giuliani. And, you know, when we refer to the ellipses,
you know, the President isn't laying out in full all of these
issues. So, you know, kind of, a lot of this information is

coming from Rudy Giuliani, and Rudy Giuliani seems to be, in
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some fashion, orchestrating a lot of these discussions.

Q If Ukraine actually did initiate these
investigations, who would they have benefited?

A Well, they might have benefited Mr. Giuliani and
his business colleagues just as much as anyone else.

Q How so? An investigation into Joe Biden, how would
that have helped -~

A It's an investigation, but it wasn't just into
that. There was investigations writ large. So if there's
upheaval in the Ukrainian energy sector and people are
removed, perhaps this gives the opportunity for these
individuals and other individuals to get investments or
lucrative board positions.

Q Did President Trump mention the energy sector or
corruption in the energy sector in the July 25th call?

A He doesn't seem to have done so. I mean, he refers
to directly, as I stated -- but, overall, we were -- again,
there have been lots of references to energy sector and to
corruption in the energy sector. And, technically, Burisma
is part of the energy sector in Ukraine.

Q Right. But you understood -- as we discussed, you
understand Rudy Giuliani and, clearly, President Trump's view
of the Burisma to the extent that they wanted an
investigation related to the Bidens?

A I see what was in the transcript, but I'm also
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referring to all of the discussions that were out there in
public on the television and all the statements by

Mr. Giuliani. They seemed to cover a lot of ground and a lot
of territory. I think it's entirely possible -- and, again,
I'm presuming that this is what you're all trying to get to
the bottom of -- that many things were being put onto this
set of 1sslées, THIS 1§ -

Q So it's not just one thing.

A This is a bundling of a number of jssues.

Q So am I correct in understanding that there could
be a number of different interests that are --

A My view, in looking at this, is that individuals,
private individuals, like Mr. Giuliani and his business
associates, are trying to appropriate Presidential power or
the authority of the President, given the position that
Mr. Giuliani is in, to also pursue their own personal
interests,

Q But the President was willing to provide the
Presidential power in that July 25th call.

A Well, that's the July 25th call., but before that it
seems to me that there was a lot of usurpation of that power.

Q But you do agree that in that July 25th call the
President was --

A That's what it seems to suggest.

Q Okay.
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A And, again, I'm reading that in a context in which,
you know, I've been looking at other information -- and I
don't have a complete picture of what transpired between when
I left and when the call was made -- and then subsequently to
all the information that we're seeing out in the press as
well. I'm learning things from the press, if indeed all of
this 15 scecurate, Tor the f9rst Time.

Q Right. I understand that.

And I guess the final question I have is, you indicated
earlier on today that this was sort of your worst nightmare
and that these requests for investigations appear to be
political in nature. Is that accurate?

A Correct. My worst nightmare is the politicization
of the relationship between the U.S. and Ukraine and, also,
the usurpation of authorities, you know, for other people's
personal vested interests.

Q Right. But whose --

A And there seems to be a large range of people who
were looking for these opportunities here.

Q If the Ukraine -- I think you used this term -- dug
up dirt on Joe Biden, whose political prospects would that
assist?

A Well, depending on how it plays out, that could
assist a wide range of people.

Q Potentially. Is it going to assist Rudy Giuliani's
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political campaign, or is it going to assist President
Trump's?

A Well, again, it depends on how this all plays out.
At this particular -- look, this is now, kind of -- everybody
could be damaged by all of this, which basically gets back to
my point. Everybody's campaign could be severely damaged by
how this plays out now. Or it could be benefited.

I think what you're saying is, was the intent to promote
the campaign of President Trump. Yes. But you're asking the
question, also, about how this might play out.

Q That was really just the former, but I understand
what you're saying.

Can I have 1 minute?

All right. I think we're done here. I don't know if
you guys have anything.

MR. CASTOR: Who was the staffer in the Exec Sec that
brought up Kash Patel?

DR. HfLL: I'l1l be honest, I actually can't remember.

MR. CASTOR: Okay.

DR. HILL: Because it was one of the front office --

MR. CASTOR: Thank you.

DR. HILL: -- staff, and it wasn't someone who -- it was

just simply they were relaying to me a piece of
MR. CASTOR: Thank you.

DR. HILL: -- information. And I honestly can't
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remember.

MR. JORDAN: Doctor, who's on this distribution list
that you reference? I don't know how that operates and how
that works.

DR. HILL: Well, it's usually for, you know, meetings
related to Ukraine. So if we're having one of these
interagency meetings at the directors level or, you know,
kind of, a political coordination committee, you would add on
everybody who you thought would be, you know, related to this
in some way.

MR. JORDAN: And would the individuals --

DR. HILL: So I asked them to parse through and see, you
know, what individuals were on and then to see what it would
be about follow-on materials.

So, just to be kind of clear about this, I mean, a lot
of these distribution lists are on our classified system, not
just on our unclass system. And sometimes they have attached
to them a lot of background materials.

MR. JORDAN: That was my next question.

DR. HILL: And this gets back to our, you know, concerns
about leaking in the past. I mean, you asked me about this
question about CNN. Just an enormous amount of our material,
before you've even had a meeting, is out on CNN or Politico
or Buzzfeed. And I would lose my mind, sometimes, before

routine meetings by the fact that, before I'd even started
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the meeting, some of the background material with some of the
deliberations already seemed to be somebody publishing it.

MR. JORDAN: Yeah. No, I've --

DR. HILL: So, you know, I mean, obviously, you've been
familiar with that, and I'm sure it's an occupational hazard
for people here as well.

MR. JORDAN: It sure is.

DR. HILL: So I started to worry about, you know, kind
of: Were materials that were just meant for the interagency,
you know, for people, that were deliberative drafts of, you
know, policy memorandum going backwards and forwards, you
know, that weren't intended for, you know, kind of, other
people, being distributed or information that was attached to
that?

But, in actual fact, when I looked at this, there'd been
very little information that we'd been sending out that
wasn't, you know, kind of, fairly routine in these documents.

MR. JORDAN: Okay. That was my question. So the
distribution 1list is not just to individuals telling them
about a schedule or a meeting. It's also some material that
is actually being transmitted --

PR: HILL: That's right, thal they need To use to
prepare for the -- and, often, it would be sent, you know, to
individuals in different directorates to prepare their senior

director or themselves, if they were just attending, you

UNCLASSIFIED




13

14

15

16

17

18

12

20

21

22

23

24

28

UNCLASSIFIED

know, to basically, like we're doing here, you know,
exhibit A, the Politico thing, or the transcript, for
example.

MR. JORDAN: Right. And was Mr. Patel on the
distribution list that was receiving this information?

DR. HILL: In some cases, he was on the larger
distributive list for his directorate.

MR. JORDAN: Okay.

DR. HILL: And, in some cases, he was there with a few

other people from his directorate, perhaps because, again, if

some of the meetings overlapped with things that he was
working on, or there had also been a lot of changeover,
again, in the directorate, so there were sometimes just two
gr three directors --

MR. JORDAN: So was he getting the information that --
he was getting the same information that everyone else was
getting?

DR. HILL: From what I'm recalling, I think that was the
case.

MR. JORDAN: Okay. So just like everyone else on the
distribution 1ist. he was getting that --

DB, HILL: That s right.

MR. JORDAN: -- exact same information --

DR. HILL: AnRd, a8 I said, I went ==

MR. JORDAN: -- at the exact same time in the
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meetings --

Dk, HILL} CoFPFeetL.

MR. JORDAN: -- everything the same?

DR. HILL: But as you're looking back, you know, over --
and I'm looking back on my schedule, there weren't a lot of
other -- there weren't a lot of meetings taken, but there's a
lot of background materials. So I also wanted to know from
Alex and others if there was some other distro list that they
had for other communications for materials. Basically, you
know, directors often have their own distro people that
they're working with.

MR. JORDAN: I guess my concern was, you said -- I think
a littler earlier you said you were concerned about the
material he may have and may present to whomever he was
presenting it to in whatever meeting. And I'm just trying to
figure out, if he's on this same distribution 1ist and he's
getting it just like everyone else and he's getting the same
material, why would you be concerned about the material he'd
be presenting in April, May --

DR. HILL: Well, because I wasn't sure -- when they
referred to materials, I thought, what on Earth materials
could they be talking about? So I wanted to see, is there
any way that any of these background materials that were
being prepared -- updates on Ukraine, in other words --

could've been in the mix and then were being given off to
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Exec Sec? Because they weren't being prepared for the Exec
Sec or to be handed on, certainly, to the President. I mean,

it would do something in a totally different nature if you're

preparing a background briefing for the President or a

background briefing for Ambassador Bolton. They do it in a
very different way, if I'm preparing a background briefing --

MR. JORDAN: Okay.

DR. HILL: ~-- for a routine directors meeting, which
might have, you know, all of the comments of the directors,
you know, back and forth --

MR. JORDAN: Yeah.

DR. HILL: And I thought to myself, you know, what
materials could this be?

MR. JORDAN: Yeah. So, just to be clear, though,

Mr. Patel is on the same distribution list as everyone else
on the list and getting the same material.

DR. HILL: That's correct.

MR. JORDAN: Okay.

DR. HILL: But then again, I'm trying to figure out, why
would that material and what could that material be that
could be getting --

MR. JORDAN: Thank you.

DR. HILL: -- you know, sent up to the President?

MR. ZELDIN: The next piece of evidence -- what's the

next number?
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DR. HILL: And, again. just to be wery clear, I did not
know what that material would be. I did not know at any
time, I was not told, what that material was that was sent to
the President.

MR. JORDAN: I wasn't asking about that. I was asking
about what was sent to Mr. Patel was exactly what everyone
else was getting.

DR. HILLE: That's €CorrFect.

MR. JORDAN: Got it.

[Minority Exhibit No. 5
Was marked for identification.]

MR. ZELDIN: Dr. Hill, we're passing around exhibit
No. 5. This 1s «= I'll wait Tar & second until 1t gets
distributed.

This is.a May 4th, 2018, letter sent fo Mr. Lutsenko
from three Democratic United States Senators. Are you
familiar with this letter?

DR HILL: 1'm net, sctumally.

MR. ZELDIN: You have never seen this letter before?

DR. BHILL: I don™t believe thakt I have. no.

MR. ZELDIN: Okay. This is a letter that three
Democratic United States Senators sent to the prosecutor
general at the time in Ukraine, demanding that Ukraine assist
with the Robert Mueller probe targeting the President.

DR. HILL: Was this letter made public? Was it sent to
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the NSC and the public offices?
MR. ZELDIN: I don"t know the distro of the letter,
whHich 15 ==
DR. HILL: Right. Because I --
MR. ZELDIN: -- one of the reasons why I wanted to ask.
DR. HILL: -- have not seen this letter before.

MR. ZELDIN: Okay.

Did any of the people in the NSC ever articulate to you

any anti-Trump political positions?

DR. HILL: They did not, no.

MR. ZELDIN: Do you believe that it was appropriate for
the Clinton campaign and the DNC to hire Christopher Steele
to create the dossier against the Trump campaign?

DR. HILL: As I understand, they didn't hire him
directly. I don't have any personal knowledge about how he
was hired. I don't know that he was hired directly by the
DNC. Was he?

MR. ZELDIN: Well, they hired a law firm, Fusion GPS.
It was through an intermediary, but the money originated from
the Clinton campaign and DNC.

But if you're not familiar with the source of funding,
let's put that aside.

DR. HILL: No, I'm not. I'm not familiar with that.

MR. ZELDIN: Funding aside, do you think it is

appropriate for Christopher Steele to have been hired as a
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foreign spy to be collecting information from foreign
governments to gain an advantage against the Trump campaign?

DR. HILL: Well, he's a former foreign spy. But,
nonetheless, a foreign national. I don't believe it's
appropriate for him to have been hired to do this. And,
again, I think I already expressed my shock and surprise when
I learned that he had been involved in this.

MR. ZELDIN: We've spoken about Burisma a lot today.

Are you familiar with the fact that Hunter Biden was paid for
this position with Burisma?

DR. HILL: I remember seeing the reports about this when
he was first taken onboard. I was still at the Brookings
Institution, and I remember there were press reports about
this.

MR. ZELDIN: Has his employment with Burisma come up at
all in any of your official government positions?

DR. HILL: It did not, apart from the discussion with
Amos Hochstein where he informed me that some of these
discussions in Ukraine were centered around Burisma, and he
reminded me that Burisma was the company that Hunter Biden
sat on the board of. And, as you may also recall, Amos
Hochstein had expressed concern about that when that
appointment went through in the course of his own official
duties,

MR. ZELDIN: Do you know Hunter Biden?
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DR. HILL: 1 d4 not.

MR. ZELDIN: Are you aware of any experience or
qualifications that he would have for that position?

DR. HILL: I am not aware. I don't know him.

MR. ZELDIN: And you worked with Vice President Joe
Biden at all in any of your official capacities?

DR. HILL: When I was the National Intelligence Officer
for Russia and Eurasia in the first year of the Obama
administration, yes, I mean, in the same context as I worked
with Vice President Cheney for the 3 years of the Bush
administration that I was NIO. I was often asked to do
briefings.

MR. ZELDIN: When did your official interactions with
Vice President Biden end?

DR. HILL: In November of 2009 when I returned to
Brookings after spending my time as the National Intelligence
gf ficer.

MR. ZELDIN: So the remainder of the Obama
administration you were out of the United States Government.

DR. HILL: That's correct. I was, as an expert, invited
to a couple of dinner briefings on Russia hosted by Vice
President Biden, but that's the totality of my interactions.

MR. ZELDIN: 1It's been widely reported that he doesn't
have Ukraine experience, he doesn't have energy experience --

DR. HILL: Who are we referring to?
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MR. ZELDIN; Hunter Biden.

DR. HILL: Oh, Hunter Biden.

MR. ZELDIN: Sorry. Hunter Biden --

DR. HILL: Yeah.

MR. ZELDIN: -- it's been widely reported he doesn't
have any energy experience, doesn't have any Ukraine
experience, but was hired by Burisma, which is a -- let me
digress a minute.

From your knowledge of Burisma, are they a corrupt
company?

DR. HILL: I don't know a lot about Burisma, I'll be
frank.

MR. ZELDIN: Are you familiar with Zlochevsky?

DR. HILL: I'm not very familiar with him either, just
more 1in a general sense.

MR. ZELDIN: Are you familiar with the investigations
into Burisma or Zlochevsky?

DR. HILL: I was aware that there were investigations
underway, yes.

MR. ZELDIN: And these were corruption investigations
into Burisma and Zlochevsky?

DR. HILL: And into the particular individual. So,
again, the fact that there is investigations into corruption
in the energy sector in Ukraine, as well as Russia or many

other countries, is not a surprise.
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And, also, on this point, I have to also say there were
an awful lot of people with political connections and not
expertise on particular issues that were being hired by all
kinds of entiities.

MR. ZELDIN: 1It's been widely reported, as I started to
state, with regards to a lack of energy experience --

DR. HILL: Right.

MR. ZELDIN: -- with a lack of Ukraine experience, he
was paid at least $50,000 a month. There are reports that
his company -- he has a partner -- were paid a substantially
higher figure.

Vice President Joe Biden was the point man for the Obama
administration with Ukraine. Being the point man for the
Obama administration, what power comes with that, as far as
pursestrings, as far as funding that United States provides
to Ukraine?

DR. HILL: The Vice President didn't have a role in
that. 1 meah, this 18, @gain, the determipation of Congress
and also of the State Department and Defense Department and
others. I mean, the Vice President has no role in
determining the pursestrings. The Office of Management and
Budget do as well.

MR. ZELDIN: Are you familiar --

DR. HILL: And Vice President Pence also wanted to play

a role on Ukraine in this administration.
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MR. ZELDIN: To that point, are you familiar with a
video from January 2018 where Vice President Biden spoke
about his efforts to have Prosecutor General Shokin fired?
Have you seen that video?

DR. HILL: I have not seen that video.

MR. ZELDIN: Okay. Thaf video -- I won't ask a question
directly to that: I1I"11 ask @ different questien. But for
background, that video, Vice President Biden is speaking
about his efforts, threatening Ukraine with the loss of
$1 billion if they didn't fire Shokin, and then they
instantly fired Shokin.

But the question is, you're saying that the Vice
President doesn't have the ability to be delegated any
authority from a President to make those types of threats?

DR. HILL: To make those types of threats? You were
talking about money earlier.

MR. ZELDIN: Does a Vice President have the power to
make a threat to a foreign government of the loss of United
States support?

DR. HILL: 1If he is being asked to do that on the behalf
of the govermment, on behalf of the President or the State
Department and others.

So, when I was working in the Bush administration, Vice
President Cheney was the heavy on all of these issues. And

he certainly issued plenty of threats to a whole range of
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countries, including Russia, that, you know, I was privy to,

at the direction or the request of other parts of the

government.

So I think,

you know, putting forward the idea that, you

know, there could be forfeited an assistance and that Vice

President Biden was conveying that information on behalf of

the government, well, yes, of course, he could do that. But

he does not make the determination about funding.

MR. ZELDIN:

Do you have any concerns about any member

of the United States Government being delegated the authority

to make a threat if their son is receiving $50,000 a month

Trom ==
DR. HILL:
MR. ZELDIN:
DR. HILL:
territory --
MR. ZELDIN:
DR. HILL!
MR. ZELDIN:

appropriate for

President being

I think you might be --
-- a company targeted by an open --

-- starting to go into some very dangerous

I'm sorry. Let me finish the question.
-- at the moment for everybody.

I'm sorry. Do you think that it would be
a -- do you have any concern with a Vice

delegated the authority to make a threat like

that if their son is receiving $50,000 a month from an entity

of that foreign
investigation?

BR: HBILLS

country being targeted by having an open

I think that there is a problem with
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perceptions of conflicts of interest and ethics for any child
of any senior official to be involved in anything that their
parents are involved in, period. So this goes not just to
Hunter Biden and Vice President Biden but across the board.

And I think, getting back to the question that
Congressman Raskin asked about before about corruption and
perceptions of it, this is exactly the problem we have right
now in our politics. The rank and file have to sign all
kinds of ethical agreements to make sure that members of our
family are not involved in anything that we are involved in
or to recuse ourselves. |

And across the board, Members of Congress, the Senate, I
mean, this is what you spend your time looking at. Vice
Presidents, Presidents; secretacies of siate, Secretaries of
Commerce, Secretaries of Transportation, Secretaries of
Interior -- I could just go on -- should not have their
children involved in anything that they're involved in as
well.

And that's why I'm saying it's a dangerous territory,
because I'm not going to start on giving the long list of
things that I personally think are a real problem.

MR. ZELDIN: There was an open investigation into
Burisma at the time of that trip that Vice President Biden
made to Ukraine and that President Trump was concerned with.

Are you aware of that?
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MR. GOLDMAN: Do you have any support --

DR. HILL: I wasn't aware of the information too. I
wasn't in the government.

MR. WOLOSKY: Congressman, she wasn't in the government.

DR. HILL: No, and I'm --

MR. ZELDIN: Actually, the question was -- I'm sorry.
Excuse me. The question was, are you aware of that? And if
the answer is no, then --

DR. HILL: The answer is no. Because I'm also not aware
of a1l of this timeline, in terms of the issues that you're
raising here.

MR. ZELDIN: Okay.

DR. HILL: I was not -- I will be, you know, quite open.
I was not monitoring and following exactly what Vice
President Biden and Hunter Biden were doing in this time
period.

MR. ZELDIN: Well, let me ask you what you do know.

With regards to Burisma, do you know when that investigation
was closed?

DR. HILL: I do not. And as I said, when Amos Hochstein
came in to talk to me again about this and mentioned Burisma,
i had to get him to remind me again about why Burisma was
significant. In the back of my mind, I knew that there was
some issue with Burisma, but it had not come up, up until

then, at any point in the work that I was doing in the
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administration.

MR. ZELDIN: Okay. Do you know if the case against
Burisma was closed at any time?

DR. HILL: From what I have read and been told, that the
case was closed or dropped or that the case stopped.

MR. ZELDIN: What do you know about when that case
was --

DR. HILL: I don't know when that was stopped. I mean,
again, I'll just say that I had to be reminded by Amos
Hochstein about why Burisma was significant. I remembered,
from when I was at the Brookings Institution, reading about
Hunter Biden being appointed, thinking this was not a bright
idea, and then I did not continue to follow this issue for a
long period of time.

So it came up again in the context of all the things
that we're discussing basically around the time that Masha
Yovanovitch was removed from her position. My knowledge is
more general, about the state of the Ukrainian energy sector.
My knowledge in depth is really about Russia and Russia's
energy sector.

MR. ZELDIN: Are you aware of the case -- the criminal
investigation against Zlochevsky?

DR. HILL: I was aware that there had been one. But,
again, I didn't ask for any details of this in the position

that I was in, because it did not seem relevant to the work
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that we were doing.

And, again, in the NSC, my job was to coordinate. And
the real action was being taken, in terms of our Ukrainian
policy and implementation, by the State Department, the
Embassy, the Defense Department, and the Department of
Energy.

MR. CASTOR: I think we're all done.

BR. HILL: Yéu're shret

MR. CASTOR: Thank you so much.

DR. HILL: You don't want to continue?

MR. GOLDMAN: Dr. Hill, on behalf of Chairman Schiff,
I'd just 1ike to thank you again for coming in and answering
all of our questions.

DR. HILL: Thank you. Thank you.

MR. GOLDMAN: We are adjourned.

[Whereupon, at 7:55 p.m., the deposition was concluded.]
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