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Sondland told me

So probably,

MR. ZELDIN:

the phone calf is

And

to

is it that

he now recognized he made a mistake.

I don't know, L5 minutes, 20 minutes

that correct? That's

statement?

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR

Sondland told me that

President Zelensky to

here you have a -- so the reference on

Burisma, not the Bidens, is that --is

what's that's what's i n your openi ng

: During the phone call Ambassador

President Trump told hjm he wants

state publ i cly i nvesti gate Buri sma and

the one you're talking about?alleged

MR ZELDIN

AMBAS SADOR

I'4R. ZE LDI N

AI'4BAS SADOR

MR. ZELDIN

AMBAS SADOR

Yeah.

TAYLOR: 0n the second paragraph?

Yes.

TAYLOR: Yes.

And nothing linking

TAYLOR: No, the next

i t's t i nked to ai d.

MR. ZELDIN: Where where

did Ambassador Sondland

AMBASSADOR TAYL0R: L'ink i t

MR. ZELDIN: Go ahead

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: YCAh.

this phone call tells me that he

made a mi stake when he told the

thing they had to do in order to

that to a'id, correct?

paragraph descri bes how

did where di d where

to aid? 5o

So Ambassador Sondland on

now recognizes that he'd

Ukrainians that the only

the only thing they had
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to do only thing they would get if they

announced these investigations was a meeting.

a mistake.

MR.

Sondland

AMBASSAD0R TAYLOR: Djd you just

same question? i just want to be sure

Yeah, I did not ask him.

MR. ZELDIN: Go ahead.

V0ICE: No, I 'm j ust confused as

i f they

Said that was

ask that? Is that the

I'm getting th'is.

to which call

MR. ZELDIN: That was never actually communicated to

Ukrai ne; correct?

AI{BAS SADOR

communi cated to

MR. ZELDIN:

TAYLOR: No, I think that is what he

Ye rmak .

wi th Tim Morri son

According to a conversation that you had

about what Ambassador Sondland spoke to

Mr. Yermak?

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: That's on the previous page, that's

correct.

ZELDIN: You had this conversation with Ambassador

and you didn't ask him?
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[5:46 p.m . ]

MR. ZELDIN: We are talking about the September i.st

phone ca11. I befieve the Ambassador is testifying that

Ambassador Sondland had communicated this to Mr. Yermak. But

that information is not f rom Ambassador Sondland; that

information is from Tim l'4orrison, who may or may not have

been in that meeting with Ambassador Sondland and Mr. Yermak.

And then when Ambassador Taylor then sent thi s text and

had a ca11, during the call with Ambassador Sondland, he

didn't even raise that meeting at all with Mr. Yermak.

I just want to understand

AMBASSAD0R TAYL0R: Got i t. Got i t. Ri ght.

MR. ZELDIN: that chain. Is that all correct?

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: I didn't rajse the Yermak meeting.

What I raised was the concern about linking the security

assistance to the investigation. That was the concern.

tJlR. ZELDIN: Right, but you didn't confirm, though, that

that was actually communi cated. You didn't ask Ambassador

Sondland that.

A['4BASSADOR TAYL0R: I f he'd communi cated i t to the

Ukrainians? No, I asked him about the linkage.

MR. ZELDIN: Rl ght.

Okay, 5teve.

BY MR. CASTOR:

a Looki ng back on these events, would you have



315

I

2

J

4

5

6

7

8

9

l0

ll

t2

l3

t4

l5

l6

t7

l8

t9

20

2t

22

23

24

25

handled anyth'ing differently jn terms of your communications

wi th the seventh floor of the State Department?

You sent your cable. You know, you had a couple phone

calls wi th Mr. Brechbuhl. But 'i t doesn't seem 1j ke your

concerns penetrated.

A l'lr . Castor, I don' t thi nk that's true. I thi nk

that, first of all, they shared my concerns. Second of all,
they got my cabIe. Third of all, based on the concerns and

the cab1e, Secretary Pompeo went to the White House, probably

on a couple of occasions, you know, in trying to have these

meetings, and attempted to get the decision changed. So I'm

comfortable --

O OkaY.

A that I got a response.

a 0kay. 5o, looki ng back on thi ngs, you wouldn't

have handled anything different?

A Cor rect.

a OkaY.

MR. CASTOR: I'd just note for the record we haven't

seen a copy of the subpoena and we haven't made jt a,part of

the record. Is that sti11 on the table as an option?

MR. GOLDMAN: We're happy to show you a copy of the

subpoena.

MR. BITAR: We're more than happy for you, Mr. Castor,

to also make sure that the seal is authentic and that the
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signature i s authentic. No worries. I'11 get i t for you

now

MR. GOLDMAN: And apparently you have an email in your

i nbox wi th the

MR. CASTOR: 0h, okay. Yeah, I mean, I don't have my

emai 1.

BY MR. CASTOR:

a You would agree that, if Burisma

motivation for engaging Hunter Biden for their

if their

board was not

but, i n fact,related to his corporate governance expertise

was hoping to buy some protection, you would

that's worthy of i nvesti gati ng, ri ght?

agree that

A Mr. Castor, I don't know why Burisma got him on the

boa rd

a But jf Ukrainians were engaged in misdeeds or

wrongdoing with regard to putting Hunter Biden on their

board, that could be something that could be worth

i nvesti gati ng, ri ght?

A I don't know. I don't know. I don't know the

relationship that he had wjth the board. I don't know.

a Okay. And, at the time, the Vice President had a'

you know, policy supervision of Ukraine on some respects.

A He was very interested in policy with Ukraine, yes.

a Okay. So do you see a perceived conflict of

i nterest there?
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A I 'm a fact wi tness. I 'm not gi vi ng opi ni ons on

a Okay.

A this thing, but so I --

a Is it reasonable to see a perceived conflict of

jnterest there, or is that crazy?

A I've said other things are crazy.

O A reasonable person could conclude that there 'is a

possible perceived conflict of interest there, right?

MR. BELLINGER: You asked hjm that questjon earlier, at

the beginning, about 7-L/ 2 hours ago. It was one of the

f i rst questions you asked h'im. He's already answered i t.
l'lR. CASTOR: So he's not goi ng to answer i t?

MR. BELLINGER: He's a1 ready answered i t.
BY MR. CASTOR:

a Have you had any communications wlth other

w'itnesses or 1ike1y witnesses before this investigation, such

as Mr. l4orrison? Presumabty he's sort of on the docket next

to come jn. Have you had any conversations about your

testi mony wi th other possi ble wi tnesses?

A Not about testimony. Agai n, he's very i nterested

'in Chi na, and we conti nue to talk about Chi na

a OkaY.

A but nothing about --

a With Mr. Reeker?

A No.
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a Wi th some of the others?

A No.

a You d'idn't have any communi cat'ions wi th some of our

previ ous wi tnesses?

A No. Nothing on the substance of the testimony.

a And just one other item. The State Department,

they di dn't order you to not appear under subpoena, r'ight?

A Correct.

MR. CASTOR: I think that's all I've got. I'm out of

members, so I'm almost out of time.

BY MR. GOLDMAN:

a Ambassador Taylor, you've been here a long time. I

just wanted to address one thing

A Please.

a whi ch

A Yep.

O It will
understand you' re

A No, no.

awe
A Not

aso
drafted your

notes and the

i n possessi on

Please.

was brought up in the last

appreci ate

a problem

be a couple minutes. But we

and it's been a long day, and we

ti red, but i t's okay.

it. This won't be long.

I think you testified earlier today that you

statement based on, in part, a review of your

various WhatsApp and text messages that you are

of, ri ght?

j ust

ti red

Iam
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A Correct.

a And so 'is i t accurate that the statement, the

opening statement, that you gave is based on your very best

recollection after reviewing your own notes?

A It is correct.

a 0kay. And so is that the most accurate recitation

of events that you can remember today? Is

A It'is.

a that ri ght?

A It is.

a When Mr. Zeldin was questioning you, he was tatking

about the connection he was sort of conflating a couple

thi ngs between Mr. Gi u1 i ani , Mr. Trump, and the New York

Tjmes article. I just want to clarify a couple of things for

now.

You did see that May 9th New York Times artjcle, which I

believe is exhibit L, right?

A I did.

a And so you understood from that article that

Mr . Gi u1j ani was i nterested 'in pressi ng Ukrai ne to conduct

i nvesti gati ons 'into B j den and the 2015 electi on?

A Correct.

a And that was before you took the job.

A It WaS.

a Okay.
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one

I you expressed in your text

and Biden in thosemessages your concerns

text messages. Do you

A I do.

about Rudy Gj ul i ani

recal1 that?

a And were you aware of other public statements,

either on Twitter or on televjsion, that Rudy Giuliani was

maki ng frequently on thi s topi c, about these i nvesti gati ons?

A Not on Twitter or television, because I rarely do

ei ther of those. But 'in the general press, I thi nk thi s i s

pretty well-descri bed.

a 0kay.

And then you also testified, right, that at that

May 23rd 0va1 0f f ice meeting you understood that President

Trump directed Ambassadors 5ond1and, VoIker, and Secretary

Perry to consult with Rudy Giuliani in order for a White

House meeting to occur?

A That was my understanding.

a That was your understanding.

A Yes.

a And then after that point, you had many

conversat'ions with Ambassadors Sondland and Volker about Rudy

Giuliani's interest in the investigations in Ukraine. Is

that accurate?

A 14r. Goldman, I don't remember many conversations

A

a

It was

Rl ght.

of the

believe

hesi tat'ions about taki ng the j ob
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with those two about Rudy Giuliani's specific interest, but

certainly with the jnterest that they were expressing,

presumably coming from Giuliani, in having these

i nvesti gati ons proceed.

a Right. And you say presumably coming from Rudy

Giuliani because you, A, understood that Rudy G'iuliani was

interested in these investigatjons and, B, understood that

the President had di rected them to discuss Rudy Giuliani's

concerns before scheduting a White House meeting.

A A and B both correct.

a Okay.

And then you had a telephone call with Tim Morrison on

July 28th where he gave you a brief readout of the

Presi dent's caIl wi th Presi dent Zelensky.

A Yes.

a And I believe you testjfjed that you understood

also that Ambassador Sondland spoke to President Trump both

before and after that catl?

A Tim Morri son sa'id that, that he had i n that

cal1. He sajd yes.

a Okay. And then when you actually read the call

transcript, Tim Morrison's readout was accurate, correct?

A It was.

a It wasn't complete

A It wasn't complete, but what he said was accurate.
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R'ight. Yes.

a And, subsequently then, you in early September had

two separate phone cal1s, right, with Tim Morrison and

Ambassador Sondland about a phone call between Ambassador

Sondland and President Trump?

A Cor rect. And both

a Ri ght?

A Yes.

a And both of those conversations, so what Ambassador

Sondland told you about his own conversation with President

Trump and what Tim Morrison told you about Ambassador

Sondland's conversation with President Trump, were pretty

cons i stent.

A They were pretty consistent.

a Ri ght. And you understood that Pres'ident Trump was

insisting and conditioning the Wh'ite House meeting on, I

thi nk, quote, "everythi ng, " whi ch was both the securi ty

assjstance and the White House meeting.

A That's what Ambassador Sondland said. He said that

they were 1 i nked. They were 1 i nked.

a Ri ght.

A I don't remember h'im saying President Trump said

that they had to be linked.

a Right. But you understood Ambassador Sondland was

speaki ng regularly
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A Having just gotten off the phone call with

President Trump, and he was then relaying it to Yermak

and me.

a Ri ght.

And then you also had your own conversations with

Ukrajnian officjals about Rudy Giulianj, right? And'if I

could refresh you, because it's late, you, I think, testified

that on Ju1y LOth, when you had your meeting with the Chief

of Staf f and the Def ense l'lj ni ster, they relayed to you that

they understood that Mr. Giuf iani had said that there would

not be a phone ca1l.

A Ah. Yes. Yeah, that's exactly ri ght. And that

came through the Prosecutor General Lutsenko. Yes.

a Right. And they certainly understood that

Mr. Giuliani represented President Trump, correct?

A They did.

Because why else would they care what Rudy Giuliania

t hou gh t?

A

a

whether or

Presi dent

Is it Rudy

States?

A

Correct.

And just to be clear,

not there is a White

of the United States and

Giuliani, or is it the

who ulti mately deci des

House meeting between the

any other foreign leader?

President of the United

It's the Pres'ident of the Uni ted States
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a 0kay.

MR. G0LDMAN: J ust L mi nute.

A11 right. I think we are done. I don't know if the

minority has a couple followup questions?

MR. CASTOR: Thank you for coming jn today. We

appreci ate your cooperati on.

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Glad to be here.

THE CHAIRMAN: I can tetl my timing is good.

MR. G0LDI'IAN: Cha'i rman Schiff has arrived to adjourn the

proceedi ngs.

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Unless he has questions.

THE CHAIRMAN: No, no. We are adjourned. And I want to

thank you, Ambassador.

AMBASSAD0R TAYL0R: Thank you, Mr'. Chairman.

[Whereupon, at 7:00 p.m. , the deposi tion was concluded. ]


