




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Sondland told me he now recognized he made a mistake.
So probably, I don't know, 15 minutes, 20 minutes.

MR. ZELDIN: And here you have a -- so the reference on

the phone call is to Burisma, not the Bidens, is that --is

that correct? That's what's -- that's what's in your opening
6 statement?
i AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: During the phone call Ambassador
8 Sondland told me that President Trump told him he wants
9 President Zelensky to state publicly investigate Burisma and
10 alleged --- is it that the one you're talking about?
11 ME. ZELDIN: Yeah,
12 AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: On the second paragraph?
13 MR. ZELDIN: Yes.
14 AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Yes.
15 MR. ZELDIN: And nothing linking that to aid, correct?
16 AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: No, the next paragraph describes how
17 1t's linked to aid.
18 MR. ZELDIN: Where -- where did -- where did -- where
19 did Ambassador Sondland --
20 AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Link it to aid? So --
21 MR. ZELDIN: Go ahead.
22 AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Yeah. So Ambassador Sondland on
23 this phone call tells me that he now recognizes that he'd
24 made a mistake when he told the Ukrainians that the only

25 thing they had to do in order to -- the only thing they had
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to do -- only thing they would get if they -- if they
announced these investigations was a meeting. Said that was
a mistake.

MR. ZELDIN: That was never actually communicated to
Ukraine,; correck?

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: No, I think that is what he
communicated to Yermak.

MR. ZELDIN: According to a conversation that you had
with Tim Morrison about what Ambassador Sondland spoke to
Mr. Yermak?

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: That's on the previous page, that's
correct.

MR. ZELDIN: You had this conversation with Ambassador
Sondland and you didn't ask him?

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Did you just ask that? Is that the
same question? I just want to be sure I'm getting this.

Yeah, I did not ask him.

MR. ZELDIN: Go ahead.

VOICE: Na, I'm just cvenfused as to which call.
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(646G Puflx]

MR. ZELDIN: We are talking about the September 1st
phone call. I believe the Ambassador is testifying that
Ambassador Sondland had communicated this to Mr. Yermak. But
that information is not from Ambassador Sondland; that
information is from Tim Morrison, who may or may not have
been in that meeting with Ambassador Sondland and Mr. Yermak.

And then when Ambassador Taylor then sent this text and
had a call, during the call with Ambassador Sondland, he
didn't even raise that meeting at all with Mr. Yermak.

I just want to understand --

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Got it. Got it. Right.

MR. ZELDIN: -- that chain. 1Is that all correct?

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: I didn't raise the Yermak meeting.
What I raised was the concern about linking the security
assistance to the investigation. That was the concern.

MR. ZELDIN: Right, but you didn't confirm, though, that
that was actually communicated. You didn't ask Ambassador
Sondland that.

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: If he'd communicated it to the
Ukrainians? No, I asked him about the linkage.

MR. ZELDIN: Right.

Okay, Steve.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q Looking back on these events, would you have
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handled anything differently in terms of your communications
with the seventh floor of the State Department?

You sent your cable. You know, you had a couple phone
calls with Mr. Brechbuhl. But it doesn't seem like your
concerns penetrated.

A Mr. Castor, I don't think that's true. I think
that, first of all, they shared my concerns. Second of all,
they got my cable. Third of all, based on the concerns and
the cable, Secretary Pompeo went to the White House, probably
on a couple of occasions, you know, in trying to have these

meetings, and attempted to get the decision changed. So I'm

comfortable --
Q Okay.
A -- that I got a response.

Q Okay. So, looking back on things, you wouldn't
have handled anything different?

A Correct,

Q Okay.

MR. CASTOR: I'd just note for the record we haven't
seen a copy of the subpoena and we haven't made it a part of
the record. Is that still on the table as an option?

MR. GOLDMAN: We're happy to show you a copy of the
subpoena.

MR. BITAR: We're more than happy for you, Mr. Castor,

to also make sure that the seal is authentic and that the
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signature is au

NOW.

thentic. No worries. I'll get it for you

MR. GOLDMAN: And apparently you have an email in your

inbox with the --

MR. CASTOR: Oh, okay. Yeah, I mean, I don't have my

email.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q You would agree that, if Burisma -- if their

motivation for engaging Hunter Biden for their board was not

related to his corporate governance expertise but, in fact,

was hoping to buy some protection, you would agree that

that's worthy of investigating, right?

A Mr. Castor, I don't know why Burisma got him on the

board.
Q But i

wrongdoing with

f Ukrainians were engaged in misdeeds or

regard to putting Hunter Biden on their

board, that could be something that could be worth

investigating,

right?

A I don't know. I don't know. I don't know the

relationship that he had with the board. I don't know.

Q  Okay.

And, at the time, the Vice President had a,

you know, policy supervision of Ukraine on some respects.

A He was very interested in policy with Ukraine, yes.

Q Okay.

interest there?

So do you see a perceived conflict of
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I'm a fact witness. I'm not giving opinions on --

A

Q Okay .

A -- this thing, but -- so I --

Q Is it reasonable to see a perceived conflict of
interest there, or is that crazy?

A I've said other things are crazy.

Q A reasonable person could conclude that there is a
possible perceived conflict of interest there, right?

MR. BELLINGER: You asked him that question earlier, at
the beginning, about 7-1/2 hours ago. It was one of the
first questions you asked him. He's already answered it.

MR. CASTOR: So he's not going to answer it?

MR. BELLINGER: He's already answered it.

BY MR. CASTOR:

Q Have you had any communications with other

witnesses or likely witnesses before this investigation, such

as Mr. Morrison? Presumably he's sort of on the docket next
to come in. Have you had any conversations about your
testimony with other possible witnesses?

A Not about testimony. Again, he's very interested
in China, and we continue to talk about China --

Q Okay.
A -- but nothing about --
Q With Mr. Reeker?
A

No.




1 Q With some of the others?

2 A No.

3 Q You didn't have any communications with some of our
4 previous witnesses?

5 A No. Nothing on the substance of the testimony.

6 Q And just one other item. The State Department,

2 they didn't order you to not appear under subpoena, right?

8 A CoFrect.

9 MR. CASTOR: I think that's all I've got. I'm out of

10 members, so -- I'm almost out of time.

11 BY MR. GOLDMAN:

12 Q Ambassador Taylor, you've been here a long time. I
13 just wanted to address one thing --

14 A Plegse. Please,

15 Q -- which was brought up in the last --

16 A Yep,

17 Q It will just be a couple minutes. But we

18 understand you're tired and it's been a long day, and we --
19 A No, no. I am tired, but it's okay.

20 Q We appreciate it. This won't be long.

21 A Not a problem.

22 Q So I think you testified earlier today that you

23 drafted your statement based on, in part, a review of your

24 notes and the various WhatsApp and text messages that you are

25 in possession of, right?
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A Correct,

Q And so is it accurate that the statement, the
opening statement, that you gave is based on your very best
recollection after reviewing your own notes?

A 1E 18 COPFPECE,

Q Okay. And so is that the most accurate recitation

of events that you can remember today? Is --

A It 18.

Q -- that right?

A It 1%.

Q When Mr. Zeldin was questioning you, he was talking

about the connection -- he was sort of conflating a couple
things between Mr. Giuliani, Mr. Trump, and the New York
Times article. I just want to clarify a couple of things for
NOw.

You did see that May Sth New York Times article, which I
believe 18 exhiTbit 1. right?

A I did,

Q And so you understood from that article that
Mr. Giuliani was interested in pressing Ukraine to conduct

investigations into Biden and the 2016 election?

A Cofrect.

Q And that was before you took the job.
A It was.

Q Okay.
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A It was one of the hesitations about taking the job.

Q Right. I believe you expressed in your text

messages your concerns about Rudy Giuliani and Biden in those

text messages. Do you recall that?

A L de.

Q And were you aware of other public statements,
either on Twitter or on television, that Rudy Giuliani was
making frequently on this topic, about these investigations?

A Not on Twitter or television, because I rarely do
either of those. But in the general press, I think this is
pretty well-described.

Q Okay.

And then you also testified, right, that at fhat
May 23rd Oval Office meeting you understood that President
Trump directed Ambassadors Sondland, Volker, and Secretary
Perry to consult with Rudy Giuliani in order for a White
House meeting to occur?

A That was my understanding.

Q That was your understanding.

A YES.

Q And then after that point, you had many
conversations with Ambassadors Sondland and Volker about Rudy
Giuliani's interest in the investigations in Ukraine. Is
that accurate?

A Mr. Goldman, I don't remember many conversations
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with those two about Rudy Giuliani's specific interest, but
certainly with the interest that they were expressing,
presumably coming from Giuliani, in having these
investigations proceed.

Q Right. And you say presumably coming from Rudy
Giuliani because you, A, understood that Rudy Giuliani was
interested in these investigations and, B, understood that
the President had directed them to discuss Rudy Giuliani's
concerns before scheduling a White House meeting.

A A and B both correct.

Q Okay.

And then you had a telephone call with Tim Morrison on
July 28th where he gave you a brief readout of the
President's call with President Zelensky.

A Yes,

Q And I believe you testified that you understood
also that Ambassador Sondland spoke to President Trump both
before and after that call?

A Tim Morrison said thet, that he hvad -- 1n Ehat
call. He said -- yes.

Q Okay. And then when you actually read the call
transcript, Tim Morrison's readout was accurate, correct?

A It was.

Q It wasn't complete --

A It wasn't complete, but what he said was accurate.
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Right. Yes.

Q And, subsequently then, you in early September had
two separate phone calls, right, with Tim Morrison and
Ambassador Sondland about a phone call between Ambassador
Sondland and President Trump?

A Correct. And both --

Q Right?
A Yes.
Q And both of those conversations, so what Ambassador

Sondland told you about his own conversation with President
Trump and what Tim Morrison told you about Ambassador
Sondland's conversation with President Trump, were pretty
consistent.

A They were pretty consistent.

Q Right. And you understood that President Trump was
insisting and conditioning the White House meeting on, I
think, quote, "everything," which was both the security
assistance and the White House meeting.

A That's what Ambassador Sondland said. He said that
they were linked. They were linked.

Q Right.

A I don't remember him saying President Trump said
that they had to be linked.

Q Right. But you understood Ambassador Sondland was

speaking regularly --
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A Having just gotten off the phone call with
President Trump, and he was then relaying it to Yermak
and me.

Q Right.

And then you also had your own conversations with
Ukrainian officials about Rudy Giuliani, right? And if I
could refresh you, because it's late, you, I think, testified
that on July 10th, when you had your meeting with the Chief
of Staff and the Defense Minister, they relayed to you that
they understood that Mr. Giuliani had said that there would
not be a phone call.

A Ah. Yes. Yeah, that's exactly right. And that
came through the Prosecutor General Lutsenko. Yes.

Q Right. And they certainly understood that
Mr. Giuliani represented President Trump, correct?

A They did.

Q Because why else would they care what Rudy Giuliani
thought?

A Correct.

Q And just to be clear, who ultimately decides

whether or not there is a White House meeting between the
President of the United States and any other foreign leader?
Is it Rudy Giuliani, or is it the President of the United

s Lates?

A It's the President of the United States.
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Q Okay.

MR. GOLDMAN: Just 1 minute.

All right. I think we are done. I don't know if the
minority has a couple followup questions?

MR. CASTOR: Thank you for coming in today. We
appreciate your cooperation.

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Glad to be here.

THE CHAIRMAN: I can tell my timing is good.

MR. GOLDMAN: Chairman Schiff has arrived to adjourn the
proceedings.

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Unless he has questions.

THE CHAIRMAN: No, no. We are adjourned. And I want to
thank you, Ambassador.

AMBASSADOR TAYLOR: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[Whereupon, at 7:00 p.m., the deposition was concluded.]




