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So, you know, what | think happened was that when they saw that we were
finding stuff that tended to discredit Mr. Browder -- so the Russians have been
trying to discredit Browder forever. And they churn out fake news on Browder.
They do fake movies accusing him of murder and all this other baloney. And my
view is that when we started producing actual information in court that was
embarrassing to him, and tended tfo raise questions about his activities in Russia,
that they opportunistically began to try to exploit that.

And that would fit with my view of Ms. Veselnitskaya as well, which is that
she viewed the success that we had in finding certain kinds of information as a
ticket to political advancement in Moscow. There is only one way up in Russia,
and that is do something that impresses Vladimir Putin. And so, you know, |
could be wrong, but we viewed her as a very ambitious but not particularly, you
know, someone with a lot of juice.

MR. SCHIFF: That sounds like a description of Carter Page.

MR. SIMPSON: But | could be wrong about all of this and | am prepared to
be wrong because these people are Russians. So knowing that | don't know who
everyone is when you are dealing with Russians, | avoid trying to — | avoid
situations where something could happen that | would be compromised.

So | always refuse to go to Russia. And | only did this case because it was
one of my oldest clients. And | still got sucked into something that, you know, |
mean thank God | didn't know anything about the Trump Tower meeting or | would
really have some explaining to do.

MR. SCHIFF: One way for a young -- well, | don't know about young, but

one way for an ambitious lawyer to move up the ladder you said was to do

something to please Vladimir Putin. Establishing a relationship with a potential
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future President of the United States and offering help against their opponent
would be one way of doing that, would it not?

MR. SIMPSON: That's in character with the Natalia that | know. She
seemed ambitious and opportunistic.

MR. SCHIFF: All right. Let me ask you a few last questions. Did you
come across in your research anything related to the allegation you may have
seen publicly that Erik Prince had a meeting in the Seychelles arranged by foreign
parties? Did that allegation or any facts related to it come to your attention?

MR. SIMPSON: Not specifically that, but Erik Prince's role in the sort of
back of a lot of this stuff has come to my attention. And one of the -- | guess |
would Irather not say anything else. But | just think that he seems to be connected
to some of the people who have been making accusations against me. And |
have questions about whether he is the one who is --

MR. SCHIFF: And in terms of your investigation, though, did you find any
facts related to his foreign travel or his relationships or any work that he was doing
on behalf of the Trump campaign?

MR. SIMPSON: Not that | can specifically remember.

MR. SCHIFF: It's been publicly reported that Don Jr. went to Paris, had a
meeting with a pro-Russian think tank. Was that a subject of your investigation as
well?

MR. SIMPSON: Yes. We did a lot of work on -- so Russia is a major
theater of operation - | am sorry, France is a major theater of operation for the
Russian services. And they have a lot of, you know, phony think tanks and other
operations there. And they were very active in the French Presidential election, and

they have been very -- there is a guy named Malofeev who sort of runs
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those operations for the Russians in that area. And we looked at all that and
mapped all that and concluded that, you know, it was part of the operation.

But beyond that, | believe, you know, we were - we were told that Kushner
had also been to Paris, but | don't think we could ever confirm that. But we
looked at some of those people, and they were definitely Russian assets would be
my view.

MR. SCHIFF: Professor Mifsud come to your attention?

MR. SIMPSON: No. Professor Mifsud did not come to my attention.

Q How about Mr. Papadopoulos?

MR. SIMPSON: Yes.

MR. SCHIFF: And in what way?

MR. SIMPSON: As someone who was a clone of Carter Page and had
connections to the Russians.

MR. SCHIFF: Did you come across any facts related to Papadopoulos that
were beyond those that were contained in the information?

MR. SIMPSON: | don't think so. We have been looking at him for a while,
but | was still surprised by what | saw there.

MR. SCHIFF: You mentioned a Florida woman, Russian origin, worked for
Gazprom, connected to the embassy, connected to Michael Cohen. |f you are
able to refresh your recollection and provide her name to the committee, that
would be helpful.

MR. SIMPSON: Sure.

MR. SCHIFF: The kompromat which has become so much a focus of any

discussion of the dossier, are there any of the facts related to that, the salacious
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video that were not a part of the dossier or other like allegations that came to your
attention?

MR. SIMPSON: No. |mean, you know, we were asked about other
allegations by reporters that didn't come from us, and | am not — we were asked
about earlier stories of earlier trips and whether other things had happened, and
similar things. Actually not similar things, more sort of less colorful. But anyway,
girls. And, you know, we didn't - | mean to be clear, we never set out to
investigate whether Donald Trump or anyone else was engaged in sexual activity
for the sort of practical reason that | just didn't think it was a useful subject to
investigate.

| investigate business stuff and financial crime and co.rruption and those
kind of things. That's my gig. So people came to us with stories that we never
pursued. And we were recently asked by some reporter did you write a memo in
2015 about — | had no idea what they were talking about. You know, we threw a
line in the water and Moby Dick came back, and we didn't know what to do with it
atfirst. Soanyway.

MR. SCHIFF: And, you know, from your description of your relationship
with Mr. Steele, | take it that you sent him to find what he could find. You didn't
send him to go find evidence of candidate Trump entertaining women in whatever
way in a hotel.

MR. SIMPSON: No. But | think this underscores a really important point,
which is that so kompromat is a big deal for Chris Steele. It is not a big deal for
Glenn Simpson, because my professional world is financial crime and politics and
the other things. But he is in Russian intelligence. You know, that's his

specialty, and a lot of what you are worrying about.
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So when he explains all this, he has other cases where people have been
kompromatted. And it's something he has dealt with his entire adult life. So |
can't tell you he wasn't looking for that, because it was probably something that
was among the things that he would have asked someone to check.

MR. SCHIFF: Itis Russian tradecraft that he would have been familiar
with?

MR. SIMPSON: Correct. So when the information comes back that there
is kompromat but that there is also a conspiracy afoot, you know, each of us sees
our piece of the elephant, right? | am like, oh, my God, there is a conspiracy
afoot. And he is like, oh, my God, there is a kompromat problem.

So when he says we have got to go to the FBI, or he wants to go to the FBI,
he is specifically concemed about the kompromat issue and whether, you know, a
Republican -- whether a candidate for President of the United States, a nominee
has been kompromatted. And he feels that it's his duty to report that.

| assume because part of his old job was reporting politicians who had been
kompromatted, and that he thought it was, you know, de rigeur or something. But
my feeling was, you know, we should report the rest of this alleged crime. | mean
| was comfortable with him doing it. !

MR. SCHIFF: We yield back.

-: We are adjourned, sir.

MR. SCHIFF: Thank you very much.

[Whereupon, at 8:20 p.m., the interview was concluded.]

UNCLASSIFIED, COMMITTEE SENSITIVE





