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Overview

tcolumbus@steptoe.com
Tim Columbus’ practice focuses on government relations. He advises on legislative and administrative
matters before the federal government, specifically on matters before the energy, commerce, environment,
and revenue committees of the US Congress. In addition, Tim represents clients in the petroleum and
convenience store industries.

Bar & Court Admissions
 District of Columbia

Education
 J.D., University of Virginia School of Law, 1974
 B.A., Harvard University, 1971, cum laude

Representative Matters
 Counsel to the Society of Independent Gasoline Marketers of America with respect to all federal
legislative and administrative issues relating to the marketing of petroleum products.
 General Counsel and legislative counsel to the National Association of Convenience Stores.
 Court-appointed custodian of Cumberland Farms, Inc.; Antitrust and Petroleum Marketing Practices
Act (PMPA) counsel to Cumberland Farms in its acquisition of the Gulf marketing assets in the
northeastern United States; and counsel to Cumberland Farms in its successful defense of litigation
brought under the PMPA challenging its acquisition of the Gulf marketing assets.
 Antitrust counsel to Power Test Petroleum Corporation in its acquisition of the Getty marketing assets
in the northeastern United States from Texaco, Inc.
 General and legislative counsel to the American Car Rental Association.
 Washington counsel for Total Petroleum, Inc., an integrated independent refiner and marketer of motor
fuels and other petroleum products.
 Legislative counsel to the World Floor Covering Association.
 A member of the Clinton transition team, having line responsibility for the review of Treasury
Department law enforcement agencies.
 Counsel to the Alliance for Capitol Access before the House of Representatives and Senate banking
committees.
 Counsel for Petrojam Limited before the US Congress in its successful effort to amend the US tariff
schedules to provide for duty-free treatment of its ethanol production.

