Declan Ganley
Irish Entrepreneur, Founder, Chairman & CEO of Rivada
Networks, a leading provider of public safety broadband communications services to a broad
range of Government customers. Rivada Networks pioneered the development of dynamic
spectrum arbitrage and tiered priority access technology and holds key patents for these
inventions. Rivada Networks has provided award-winning emergency communication services in
the US to customers including the National Guard and leading police forces. Rivada has been in
operation since 2004 and has continued to successfully grow its customer base and services in the
US and elsewhere. Rivada has offices in New York City, Colorado Springs, the Washington DC
area and County Galway, Ireland.
In 1991, Declan founded Kipelova Forestry Enterprises which developed into what was at the
time, one of the largest privately held forestry companies in the Former Soviet Union. Declan
sold the business in August 1997.
Founder of wireless broadband and cable TV businesses, in Western, Central and Eastern Europe,
including Broadnet (in partnership with Comcast) operating broadband wireless networks in ten
EU countries, and Cabletel, with a cable multimedia network in Eastern Europe.
Declan served as Chairman of the Forum on Public Safety in Europe & North America 20052007, where senior leaders confer to provide policy and implementation recommendations to
governments, legislators, public safety and defence entities in Europe and North America. He
was an advisor on ‘technology and terrorism’ to the Club De Madrid group of former heads of
government. He is founder and President of The Libertas Institute, a pan European think tank. He
was awarded the JCI Entrepreneur of the year title in 2001 & 2005.
Declan was awarded the Frode Jacobson Prize for Personal Courage in Copenhagen on 5 th April
2008. This award, named after one of Denmark’s leading WWII resistance figures, was in
recognition of Declan's founding of Libertas and its pursuit of greater democracy, accountability,
transparency, reform and renewal in the governance of the European Union. He was also
awarded the Czech Republic’s Michal Tosovsky Prize 2008. As Chairman of Libertas and a
European federalist, Declan, was a leading figure in the successful defeat of the Lisbon Treaty in
the Irish referendum of June 2008, and built Libertas into the first pan-European political party to
contest EU elections in a campaign for improved European governance in order to build a
stronger, democratically accountable and more prosperous European Union.
Declan has served on the boards of the University of Limerick Foundation, The Irish Chamber
Orchestra, and is a member of the Royal Institute of International Affairs. He served for over
twenty years with the 54th Field Artillery Regiment, Irish Army Reserve. He is a published
speaker, op-ed author and media commentator on E.U./international affairs topics, and business
and public safety communications. Declan has been published by the Wall Street Journal, The
Guardian, Business Week Magazine, FAZ, Le Figaro and others. He has also appeared as a
commentator on multiple occasions on BBC, Sky News, CNN, CNBC and most leading
European news channels. He was the subject of media columnist Bruce Arnold’s 2009 book ‘The
Fight for Democracy’. Declan is co-author of ‘What If Ireland Defaults’, Edited by Brian Lucey,
Charles Larkin and Constantin Gurdgiev, published by Open Press 2012. Other authors include
Nobel Prize-winning economist Joseph Stiglitz, plus other academics and economists. He is a
patented co-inventor of Dynamic Spectrum Arbitrage technology.
Declan is a recipient of the Louisiana Distinguished Service Medal for what was cited as his life
saving actions; leading Rivada Networks’ delivery of communications capability for emergency
responders post Hurricane Katrina.
Declan has been married to Delia Paterek (from Staten Island NYC) for 19 years and they have 4
children, they reside in County Galway, Ireland.

