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WINGHAM, ONT. -- A mother from Huron County, Ont. is adding her voice to the chorus calling
on Canada to allow a cystic fibrosis drug that has shown promising results in the U.S.

Melissa Snowden hasn't been at work for over a year. Her cystic fibrosis is getting worse, and
she’s worried about what the future might hold.

“It's deteriorating, so it's scary, and nerve-wracking,” says the Seaforth mother.

Related Stories

» Six-year-old 'cystic fibrosis warrior' recovers from COVID-19
+ Breakthrough Cystic Fibrosis drug saves Ottawa man’s life

* This drug can treat 90 per cent of cystic fibrosis patients, but it's not available in Canada

The good news, there’'s a new treatment now available in 21 countries that could help her
genetic disease, whichleft untreated, could very well end her life.

“There's a new drug out there for cystic fibrosis patients that is saving lives, and we're not letting
itin,” she says.

Trikafta is not yet available in Canada. It's hung up in the Patented Medicine Pricing Review
Board, although its results in the U.S. have been immediate and more than encouraging.

Nicolas Bell is a cystic fibrosis patient from Colorado. He's been taking Trikafta since March.

“It honestly feels like a miracle. The changes | experienced just two weeks in, were immediate. |
mean | literally felt it within hours,” he says.

The cost might be part of the hang up for regulators. A year's supply of Trikafta for just one
cystic fibrosis patient would reach $300,000.

But, Snowden says, the current list of medications for many cystic fibrosis patients, can already
reach $200,000 per year.

“When we're looking at $300,000 a year for one pill that could take away all the hospital visits,
that takes away the potential of a transplant, why are not weighing that in?” says Snowden.

In an emotional online video, Snowden, is appealing to Canadians to help cystic fibrosis patients
pressure the government to fund Trikafta.

Her appeal is part of a countrywide campaign.
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“It would mean going back to work. Contributing to society again would be lovely. It would mean
a life, and that would be amazing,” says Snowden.
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Seaforth, Ont. resident and cystic fibrosis patient Melissa Snowden
speaks on Monday, July 27, 2020. (Scott Miller/CTV London)

SHARE:
Share Reddit Share

O Report Error
@ Editorial standards and policies

(™ Why you can trust CTV News

WATCH MORE FROM CTV NEWS

https://london.ctvnews.ca/huron-county-ont-mom-leading-fight-for-new-cystic-fibrosis-treatment-1.5040948 3/26


https://twitter.com/share
https://reddit.com/submit?url=https://london.ctvnews.ca/huron-county-ont-mom-leading-fight-for-new-cystic-fibrosis-treatment-1.5040948&title=Huron%20County,%20Ont.%20mom%20leading%20fight%20for%20new%20cystic%20fibrosis%20treatment
https://london.ctvnews.ca/huron-county-ont-mom-leading-fight-for-new-cystic-fibrosis-treatment-1.5040948&src=sdkpreparse
https://london.ctvnews.ca/report-error-1.4706264?url=https%253A%252F%252Flondon.ctvnews.ca%252Fhuron-county-ont-mom-leading-fight-for-new-cystic-fibrosis-treatment-1.5040948
https://www.ctvnews.ca/editorial-standards-and-policies
https://www.ctvnews.ca/editorial-standards-and-policies#anchor12
https://www.ctvnews.ca/polopoly_fs/1.5040955.1595969780!/httpImage/image.jpg_gen/derivatives/landscape_960/image.jpg
https://www.ctvnews.ca/polopoly_fs/1.4992042.1592598693!/httpImage/image.jpg_gen/derivatives/landscape_960/image.jpg
https://london.ctvnews.ca/huron-county-ont-mom-leading-fight-for-new-cystic-fibrosis-treatment-1.5040948
https://london.ctvnews.ca/huron-county-ont-mom-leading-fight-for-new-cystic-fibrosis-treatment-1.5040948
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2192379

5/3/2021 Huron County, Ont. mom leading fight for new cystic fibrosis treatment | CTV News

Car explodes in flames on Texas highway

Jet suits put to the test by U.K. military

https://london.ctvnews.ca/huron-county-ont-mom-leading-fight-for-new-cystic-fibrosis-treatment-1.5040948 4/26


https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2192379
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2192379
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2194057
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2194057
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2193793

5/3/2021 Huron County, Ont. mom leading fight for new cystic fibrosis treatment | CTV News

12-year-old graduates high school and college in same week

https://london.ctvnews.ca/huron-county-ont-mom-leading-fight-for-new-cystic-fibrosis-treatment-1.5040948 5/26


https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2193793
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2193793
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?playlistId=1.5411875
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?playlistId=1.5411875
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2193753

5/3/2021 Huron County, Ont. mom leading fight for new cystic fibrosis treatment | CTV News

London kids celebrate International Dance Day

Driver flees after hitting a house in east London

https://london.ctvnews.ca/huron-county-ont-mom-leading-fight-for-new-cystic-fibrosis-treatment-1.5040948



https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2193753
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2193753
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2193460
https://london.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=2193460

5/3/2021 Huron County, Ont. mom leading fight for new cystic fibrosis treatment | CTV News

LONDON TOP STORIES

One new death, 47 new COVID-19 cases in Middlesex-London

COVID-19 outbreak declared at Argyle Mall Walmart

https://london.ctvnews.ca/huron-county-ont-mom-leading-fight-for-new-cystic-fibrosis-treatment-1.5040948 7126


https://london.ctvnews.ca/one-new-death-47-new-covid-19-cases-in-middlesex-london-1.5412063
https://london.ctvnews.ca/one-new-death-47-new-covid-19-cases-in-middlesex-london-1.5412063
https://london.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-outbreak-declared-at-argyle-mall-walmart-1.5412360
https://london.ctvnews.ca/covid-19-outbreak-declared-at-argyle-mall-walmart-1.5412360
https://london.ctvnews.ca/19-golfers-charged-over-the-weekend-at-the-bridges-in-tillsonburg-ont-1.5412235

5/3/2021 Huron County, Ont. mom leading fight for new cystic fibrosis treatment | CTV News

19 golfers charged over the weekend at the Bridges in Tillsonburg, Ont.
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National vaccine panel suggests the J&J vaccine can be offered to those 30 and older

'It'll crash tremendously": Alberta now leads Canada and U.S. in per capita COVID-19
cases
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Nova Scotia reports 146 new cases of COVID-19 Monday; active cases rise to 943
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Thousands of Ontarians book COVID-19 vaccine appointments within hours of expanded
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