Committee on Energy and Commerce

Opening Statement as Prepared for Delivery
of
Committee Member Raul Ruiz

Full Committee Markup of 16 Bills

September 20, 2024

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I'd like to use my time today to raise two important health
care bills before this Committee. They are not on the markup today, but it is my hope to see
them pass through this Committee soon.

I’ve seen the devastation of disease firsthand as a physician and as a member of
Congress, and I strive to find ways to reduce the burdens on patients and their loved ones. That’s
why I — along with Reps. Hudson, Sewell, and Arrington — continue to push forward the Nancy
Gardner Sewell Medicare Multi-Cancer Early Detection Screening Coverage Act (H.R. 2407), a
bill that will ensure that Medicare beneficiaries can benefit from new multi-cancer early
detection screenings tests that will find more 3 cancers earlier, improve quality of life, and
reduce cancer deaths and costs. We know early detection is critical to shift the cancer paradigm.
With one million Medicare beneficiaries at risk of being diagnosed with cancer this year, it is
essential that we figure out ways to reduce the burden of cancer, especially on our older adults
and their families. H.R. 2407 has overwhelming bipartisan support with over 300 cosponsors in
the House and over 60 in the Senate. This summer, the bill passed out of Committee on Ways
and Means with a unanimous vote of 38-0. Additionally, 700 national, state, and local advocacy
groups support this bill. In fact, just yesterday, hundreds of volunteers from the American
Cancer Society Cancer Action Network were on the Hill expressing their support for H.R. 2407.
They met with all congressional and senate offices on the need to pass this bill promptly as it will
help millions of Medicare beneficiaries gain access to life saving cancer technologies. Now is
the time for Congress to act on this important bill and shift the burden of cancer.

We also need to address the growing impact of obesity in our nation to improve health
outcomes. We can do this by passing H.R.4818, the Treat and Reduce Obesity Act, or TROA,
which has widespread bipartisan support. TROA would allow Medicare to cover anti-obesity
medications and expand access to behavioral health therapy for the treatment of this disease.
Ways and Means passed an amended version of the bill with a vote of 36-4. The amended bill
would allow Medicare to cover anti-obesity medications for patients currently being treated for
obesity when they age into Medicare. This is the bare minimum to maintain continuity of care
and ensure patients can continue their treatment regimens. Obesity increases the risk for many
other medical conditions, including high blood pressure, heart disease, and certain cancers. In
fact, Medicare and Medicaid spending is expected to incur roughly $4.1 trillion on obesity-
related costs over the next decade if no action is taken. TROA is not only the right move to
improve health outcomes, but a smart move to reduce health spending.
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I am deeply disappointed that neither of these bills are being considered at this markup,
both of which have widespread bipartisan support and momentum and would drastically improve
health outcomes for millions of Americans. I urge this Committee to do what needs to be done
for the American people to improve health care outcomes, save lives, and reduce health spending
costs. Ilook forward to working with this Committee to prioritize and swiftly pass H.R. 2407
and H.R.4818 out of committee on to the House floor.



