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*The Chairman. The committee will come to order. We
are meeting today to consider a budget reconciliation
legislative recommendations to comply with the reconciliation
directive included in section 2001 of the concurrent
resolution on the budget for fiscal year 2021. We will
consider those recommendations as four committee prints --
that is four committee prints.

Subtitle A is the Budget Reconciliation Legislative
Recommendations Relating to Public Health. So the first one
is public health.

Subtitle B is the Budget Reconciliation Legislative
Recommendations Relating to Medicaid. So the second one is
Medicaid.

Subtitle C is the Budget Reconciliation Legislative
Recommendations Related (sic) to CHIP, the Children's Health
Insurance Program.

And then the last of the four committee prints is
Subtitle D, the Budget Reconciliation Legislative
Recommendations Related (sic) to other provisions. So that
is like a grab bag.

Due to the COVID-19 public health emergency, today's
markup is being held remotely. All members will be
participating via video conferencing.

As part of our markup, microphones will be set on mute

for purposes of eliminating inadvertent background noise --
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which you just got from me, so we muted -- and you will need
to unmute your microphone each time you wish to speak. So
don't forget to unmute when you want to speak.

Additionally, I ask you to use the raise-hand feature of
the software platform when you wish to be recognized,
including to give an opening statement or offer an amendment.
Now, if for some reason that doesn't work, you can raise your
hand and I will look for your physical hand, but try to use
the raise-hand feature on the software.

After you are recognized to speak, please use the lower-
hand feature so that we know that you no longer seek
recognition. So lower that after.

During voice votes you will need to unmute yourself so
that we can hear your response. If you would like to request
a recorded vote, please do so immediately after you respond
to the voice vote. During recorded votes you will need to
unmute yourself to respond to the clerk once your name is
called.

Now, in order to hear you, I ask that, instead of just
saying aye or nay, that you respond with a phrase like, you
know, “Frank Pallone from New Jersey votes aye,'' or, “Cathy
Rodgers from Washington votes no,'' so we know who you are,
okay? This will provide additional time for the voting
member to be identified and made visible on the platform.

*Mr. McKinley. Frank?
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*The Chairman. Yes, go ahead, you had a question?

*Mr. McKinley. This is McKinley. I am curious with
your mask, because I am deaf.

So, Frank, I am saying there -- are there people in the
room that you need to be masked, or be protected from?
Because I read lips.

*The Chairman. That is why I had the mask on. But why,
David, do you want me to take it off? What are you asking?

*Mr. McKinley. If there are people in the room that you
want to protect, or they are afraid of that, then keep your
mask on. But I am just saying, for those of us that are
hearing impaired, I read lips, so I need to read your lips,
and since --

*The Chairman. Oh, it is harder for you to hear me.

*Mr. McKinley. Hear you? I can’t hear a thing you are
saying so far.

*The Chairman. Oh, I will take it off, then. I was
Just trying to be a little extra protected, but I want you to
be able to read my lips.

*Mr. McKinley. Thank you, Frank. Thank you.

*The Chairman. Yes, you mentioned that to me before on
the floor. I forgot about that.

All right. All right. So documents for the record,
amendments, and motions should be sent to Rebecca Tomilchik

at the e-mail address we provided to the staff. Hopefully
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you all have that. And all documents will be entered into
the record at the conclusion of the markup.

Now, let me just say, just in terms of the time, we are
going to continue this markup to its conclusion, and you know
we have noticed it for two days. So, I mean, I would like to
get done today, but we may have to go to the second day. We
are going to take a dinner break tonight between 6:00 and
7:00 p.m., which corresponds with the Republican conference.
I hope they give you guys dinner during the conference,
because that is going to be the dinner hour, we are using
that time to accommodate it.

If we don't finish tonight, we will start tomorrow at
11:00 a.m. to accommodate the West Coast. So that is why we
are starting at 11:00, because we want to accommodate those
of you who are on the West Coast. Maybe we will finish
tonight. But if we don't, you know, we will take a break, we
will go back, we will see how long we go into the night. I
mean, we will have dinner. We will continue into the night.
But, you know, at some point, if we don't finish and it looks
like we are not going to, then we will start again tomorrow
at 11:00 a.m. to accommodate the West Coast.

And you probably already know this, but I do want to
remind everyone that this markup is open to the public, and
the media is listening. Well, hopefully -- well, maybe they

are not listening, but they have the option of listening.
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And so please understand that we are not Jjust us. This is
open to the public and the media, and keep that in mind.

So now I am going to start by recognizing myself for an
opening statement, and then we will continue with Mrs.
Rodgers and whoever else wants to do it.

We are here today to address the committee's top
priorities: combatting the COVID-19 pandemic, providing
relief to struggling families, and rebuilding our economy.
Our nation and our people are hurting. It is essential that
Congress act quickly to provide the resources and support
needed to bring an end to the COVID-19 pandemic. And that is
exactly what we are doing today. We will be marking up four
committee prints to crush this virus, to save lives, and to
provide struggling Americans some much-needed relief.

These committee prints put into legislative text
President Biden's American Rescue Plan. That is the basis
for this. They are robust and bold because that is what is
necessary to tackle the COVID-19 pandemic.

Now, we are investing more than $14 billion to speed up
the distribution and administration of COVID-19 wvaccines
across the country. This will allow us to get more shots in
people's arms so that we can end the pandemic. The funding
will support the development of community wvaccination
centers, as well as mobile vaccination units that can go into

hard-to-reach areas that are often underserved.
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We are also investing $46 billion in a national testing
strategy with funding for rapid tests, community-based
testing sites, and expanding lab capacity. Testing, contact
tracing, and mitigation are crucial to reducing the spread of
COVID-19, getting our kids back to school, returning to
normal patterns of life, and rebuilding our economy.

We also invest more than $7 billion for the mobilization
of a public health jobs program to support the pandemic
response. This funding would allow public health departments
to hire 100,000 new, full-time public health workers to
perform vital tests like vaccine outreach and contact
tracing.

We invest more than $25 billion in addressing health
disparities and protecting vulnerable populations. This plan
provides additional investments in community health centers
and health services on tribal lands.

And we are also incentivizing states to expand access to
health coverage through the Medicaid program. Medicaid has
provided a crucial safety net for millions of adults who have
lost their jobs or income during the pandemic.

And we are also helping struggling families keep their
lights on, the heat working, and the water running by
providing $5 billion to critical utility assistance programs.

Additionally, we have 7.6 billion to expand Internet

connectivity to students and teachers to help bridge the
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211 digital divide for those without home Internet access.

212 Now, these committee prints include other critical
213 funding needs that I am not mentioning in my opening during
214 this pandemic, and that includes mental health, environmental

215 health, consumer protection provisions that we will discuss
216 as we proceed through the markup.

217 But if I could just conclude by saying today our nation
218 faces unprecedented challenges, and those challenges must be
219 met with decisive and bold action. We can't delay. We have
220 to act now, which is why we are doing this today.

221 [The prepared statement of The Chairman follows:]

222

223 * ok kK kkxk kX *COMMITTEE TNSERT* * % % % % % % % *

224
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225 *The Chairman. Now, let me recognize our ranking

226 member, Mrs. Rodgers, for three minutes.

227 And let me mention that, the way this works, each of the
228 chairs or ranking members has a three-minute opening, and
229 each member beyond that has one minute for an opening. So I

230 will start with the ranking member, Mrs. Rodgers.
231 And thank you for your cooperation with all of this.

232 Thank you.

233 *Mrs. Rodgers. Thank you, Mr. Chair. I will start with
234 a reminder as to why we came together last year in a
235 bipartisan way for COVID relief. Five separate times we

236 upheld the rich history of bipartisan work on Energy and
237 Commerce. We appealed to the better angels among us, and we
238 plowed the hard ground necessary to legislate and deliver

239 relief to people who are in desperate need.

240 It was for families like Shannon's in Spokane Valley.
241 These are her three children. Two are home-schooled, one is
242 in public school. Shannon says that virtual school is

243 nothing like homeschool. Her daughter is in hybrid learning.
244 She is falling behind.

245 Shannon's —-- she coaches young athletes, too. And she

246 told me that young people in our state have been neglected,

247 they have been ignored. They are told that they are not

248 important. Her daughter's friend tried to end her life. I

249 have heard from a mental health provider in eastern
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Washington. She is a mental health therapist. Her caseload
is up 75 percent. In 10 days, 7 teens reported self-harm and
suicide attempts. All seven had zero history, but the
isolation took a severe toll.

For the health of our kids, parents like Shannon,
anxious for America to crush this pandemic -- I am, too -- we
all want it to end for the health and wellness of our
communities, so that our kids can get back to school, people
can get back to work, and everyone who wants to have the
vaccine and needs to have a vaccine gets one. That is why we
worked together to spur the fastest possible development of a
vaccine. That is why we came together five times to deliver
the largest package of recovery for -- in American history.

Unfortunately, the majority today is moving forward with
a hyper-partisan process. I am disappointed. I am
disappointed that this was drafted in secret without us. I
am disappointed that it was released at 10:00 p.m. on
Tuesday. I am disappointed with headlines like, "Inside
Biden's World Plan to Punish the GOP for opposing COVID
Relief.'' Playing politics, scoring political points when
many are in despair, it is unacceptable. It doesn't help
with the recovery effort when accountability is lacking, when
trust is broken. The majority has shared no information about
how many jobs this will create, how many vaccines will get

into people's arms, or how quickly we can open schools.
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I have made it clear to Chair Pallone that we want to
work with the majority on more targeted relief.

You have told me that you have every expectation Energy
and Commerce will continue the strong bipartisan tradition.
And that is why I am disappointed that today that is not the
case. We look forward to working with you to find bipartisan
support to address the need, to lift the despair, to move
forward with important relief for the American people.

Thank you. I yield Dback.

[The prepared statement of Mrs. Rodgers follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Mrs. Rodgers. We now go to
the subcommittee chairs and ranking members for openings,
three minutes. And, well, is there any Democratic chair that
wants to make an opening? We will start with -- well, this
will all be based on seniority.

Ms. Eshoo?

*Ms. Eshoo. Good morning, Mr. Chairman, and good
morning, colleagues. At our last Health Subcommittee
hearing, which was held last week, we discussed the American
Rescue Plan. I stated that we are in a race against death.
In the single week since our hearing, about 20,000 Americans
have died due to COVID-19, including a fellow Member of
Congress, Congressman Ron Wright. In total, we have lost
nearly 470,000 of our fellow Americans to this disease. This
crisis must be met with an all-America wartime plan.

First, the American Rescue Plan provides $20 billion for
a national vaccination and treatment strategy to fully
vaccinate 300 million Americans by the end of this summer.
This is an ambitious plan, and the legislation provides the
resources necessary to accomplish that.

Secondly, it invests $50 billion to scale up testing by
buying rapid tests, expanding lab capacity, and coordinating
the genetic sequencing needed to detect the troubling new
variants of the virus.

Third, the American Rescue Act ensures Americans can
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access the treatment and health care needed to defeat the
virus with without out-of-pocket costs. That is going to
help all of our constituents. This includes a record
investment to encourage the 12 holdout states to finally
expand Medicaid coverage to two million Americans, and offer
Medicaid coverage to new mothers for a full year. We have
had extensive hearings and discussions on that issue.

The legislation also includes $7.6 billion to shore up
the FCC’s E-Rate program. Prior to the pandemic, 17 million
American students who lacked high-speed Internet at home were
part of what now acting FCC Chairwoman Rosenworcel phrased
“the homework gap.'' Now many of these students can't even
participate in the classes, and this funding is critically
necessary.

My colleagues, I believe that we have a moral and an
economic duty to take this on. The United States of America
today is on her knees, both economically and, really, hit so
hard by this pandemic. So, yes, this is a -- this 1is
legislation with a price tag that matches the needs of the
people of our country. So obviously, I support it. I look
forward to working with all of you, and I am proud of the
work that the Health Subcommittee members have done to date,
and will continue to do.

So I yield back, Mr. Chairman, and look forward to being

with all of you all day, and hopefully not too late into the
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[The prepared statement of Ms.

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********

Eshoo follows:]
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Ms. Eshoo. So the next
person, based on seniority, would be Fred Upton.

Somebody said you were having audio problems. Do you
want me to skip you?

All right. It looks like he says skip him. We will
come back to Fred. So next would be Bob Latta, who is
recognized for three minutes.

*Mr. Latta. Well, thank you, Mr. Chair, and good
morning. We are here today to vote on legislation that
should be bipartisan -- and I emphasize the word “should'' --
because the issues we are discussing today should all support
a common goal: to help our country and citizens recover from
the pandemic. We should be united in our efforts to help
Americans get back to work, students back into the classroom,
shops and restaurants open for business, and boosting our
economy.

But unfortunately, that isn't the case. Instead, my
Democratic colleagues are choosing to put politics over
progress. They decided to spend today's committee hearing
ignoring the bipartisan work we did in the last Congress to
pass bipartisan packages that delivered trillions of dollars
in relief -- and let me say again, not millions, not
billions, but trillions of dollars in relief.

As the ranking member of the Subcommittee on

Communications and Technology, I spent countless hours
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working with my colleagues to enact meaningful policies to
expand broadband access for our constituents that still too
many Americans remain without Internet access.

Jonathan from Waterville wrote to me and said, “I used
to commute to my -- from my office in downtown Toledo five
days a week. While that was never an issue, working from
home is, since we have no Internet access in my area. Both
my wife and I have been living this nightmare since March of
last year with no end in sight. Folks like myself who live
in rural parts of the town have no option.''

Also, there is Sarah from Bloomdale, a mom of three
elementary-age boys who experience challenges accessing the
Internet at home, because there aren't reliable wired or
wireless options, which, in her words, "leaves those of us
working and schooling from home in a very difficult
situation.'' She goes on to say, “My main request 1in
reaching out to you is to ask if there is anything that can
be done for all of us in the rural areas who are being held
back academically and career-wise because of the lack of
access to stable Internet.''

At the end of last year we provided more than 10 billion
in funding to get broadband to under-served areas and --
Americans —-- over 3 billion to help low-income Americans stay
connected, and funded our broadband mapping initiative. This

committee must come together to oversee the implementation of
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these programs and make sure that money is going to where it
is needed to help all Ohicans like Jonathan and Sarah before
we start blindly spending more money. Northwest and West
Central Ohiocans need our help and depend on our collaborative
work in this committee. My constituents asked me to fight
for the thousands of Ohioans who are continuing their
struggle on a daily basis, and I will continue to do just
that.

And Mr. Chair, I yield back the balance of my time.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Latta follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Latta.

So, is -- I don't see any Democratic subcommittee chair
with their hand up. Does anybody on the Democratic side,
subcommittee chairs, want to speak?

[No response.]

*The Chairman. It looks like not. Okay, so the next
would be Brett Guthrie. Mr. Guthrie is recognized for three
minutes.

*Mr. Guthrie. Thank you, Mr. Chair. I appreciate the
recognition, but I am disappointed that we have rushed a $1.9
trillion COVID relief package before us today that did not
include bipartisan negotiations, especially since this
committee has a strong record of bipartisan work.

Together we have passed nearly $4 trillion in COVID
relief aid and, as of last week, there is still around 1
trillion in unspent COVID-19 relief funds. We need to make
sure COVID-19 relief is being used effectively and is
targeted to those who need it the most. Any future COVID-19
relief bill needs to focus on giving everyone the chance to
be vaccinated, safely returning all students to in-person
learning, and helping people return to work to rebuild,
renew, and restore our country.

Small businesses in my district, like the coffee shop in
Danville called The Hub, have been negatively impacted by the

COVID-19 pandemic. The Hub has been struggling to stay alive
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during these difficult times when many college students are
virtual. I was just recently there. This is a picture of my
friend, Jason Cullen, who is the owner. And he struggled,
and he said my staff has helped him with COVID-19 economic
disaster -- injury, disaster loans.

I know people are not Jjust suffering financially during
this pandemic. I have heard from local substance abuse
providers, who have seen an influx in patients. I have also
received countless letters asking for help. Recently I heard
from Tracy, a single mother in Glasgow, Kentucky. Tracy is
having to manage losing her job due to the pandemic, while
taking care of her children, including a six-year-old. We
must provide for the -- for Tracy and Americans like her, as
well as people struggling with substance abuse. That is not
a partisan issue. So that is why it is disappointing that we
have chosen to go down a partisan path in this relief
package.

Congress has provided $8.75 billion to help states with
vaccine distribution. I am disappointed that Kentucky and
many other states are falling behind in vaccinating minority
communities. Governor Beshear admitted that only around 4.3
percent of Kentucky vaccines have gone to African-Americans,
when the numbers should be almost double that. We know that
minority communities are impacted more by COVID-19, so why

are they receiving fewer vaccines?
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Are rural communities receiving the COVID-19 vaccines
they need?

Before we rush this $1.9 trillion package, we need to be
looking at questions like these, conducting oversight of
COVID-19 funds, and finding ways to improve our COVID-19
response. We have five COVID-19 relief bills signed into law
with bipartisan support, and I am proud to support the last
five bills to help Kentucky businesses, families, and
communities. I urge my Democratic colleagues to work
together with Republicans to get our kids back in school and
provide targeted relief to specific individuals in need.

I yield Dback.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Guthrie follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Brett.

So next, the ranking member is David McKinley,
recognized for three minutes.

[Pause.]

*The Chairman. David, I think you got to unmute.

*Mr. McKinley. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And again,
building up off what some of the others have said about this,
I think the single most important priority for Congress
should be this widespread vaccination. But -- and what we
had to do, it was a three-step process. One was to develop a
vaccine, two was to get the shots in people's arms. And
thirdly, as a result, we could open our economy and bring
kids back to school.

But I want to just focus about schools for a moment,
because, according to the McKinsey Report, students,
unfortunately, are falling behind academically.

But that is not all, that is not the end of the story.
In talking to educators, they have told me about the fact
that our kids across this country are not getting their
meals, where -- the abuse, neglect, according to the American
Academy of Pediatricians, and the mental wellbeing, missing
out on their peer involvement with them is there. 1In fact,
over the last week we talked with Steve Wotring. He is the
Preston County superintendent in West Virginia, and president

of the Association of Schools -- School Administrators. And
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he said -- during this pandemic, he said, "We are missing
some kids. We have no idea where they are. And we have a
principal in one of the counties that actually is going door
to door to check base -- touch base with the kids, find out
how the families are doing with it.'' Just yesterday we
spoke with the colleges, universities in West Virginia, and
they said they are planning this fall to have remedial
classes because they know that the kids are falling behind
academically as a result of this.

So, again, Mr. Chairman, vaccination is the key. West
Virginia is doing its part. West Virginia is ranked second
in the country. Public broadcaster PBS Jjust put out a report
yesterday that said we are now up to 15 percent of our
population has been vaccinated, and we are 90 percent of our
utilization of the drugs that we have been getting.
Unfortunately, that is not the way it is across the country.
A lot of the other states are -- they are struggling to
attain this widespread vaccination. And maybe we are
confusing them because, what we are -- the message we are
sending from Congress 1s that we want to address a political
wish list. I don't understand that. We should be addressing
primarily just getting our kids vaccinated.

So again, I am going to reinforce it. Our goal should
be, Mr. Chairman, get our kids back in the classrooms and

opening up our economy. It is not that complicated, but we
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put -- unfortunately, we have allowed politics to come into
this, and we are putting in this political wish list, and
causing us not to be able to work on a bipartisan manner.

So I yield back, but I am just struggling some,
Chairman. Let's get focused on our kids back in school and
opening our economy, instead of all this other political
stuff. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. McKinley follows:]
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*The Chairman. Thank you, David. Next I have Gus
Bilirakis for three minutes. [Pause.]

*The Chairman. He has got it on mute.

Gus?

[Pause.]

*Mr. Bilirakis. I thought I had already done that, but
in any case, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. Good
morning, everyone. Each of us on this committee has done
great work together, and I am pleased when we shake hands and
get things done for our constituents. I am even more proud
to see the impact of our districts again back home, positive
impact.

But unfortunately, unfortunately, this bill, which we
just saw, well, just a few hours ago -- I think Tuesday at
10:00 p.m. -- without our bipartisan consensus, represents

exactly what America hates about Washington, D.C., in my

opinion: no input, no consultation, no aim towards bringing
this country together. And that is what our American -- our
constituents want, the American people. Such partisanship is

especially frustrating during the COVID-19 pandemic, when
millions of Americans are left in isolation away from their
friends and family.

I see the harms in my own district, Mr. Chairman.
Floridians are suffering from high rates of opioid overdoses,

which have only increased during the pandemic, due to stress
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and seclusion. In fact, we have seen a 71 percent increase
in overdoses in Pasco County, a 70 percent -- and my district
is in Pasco County. So we have seen a 71 percent increase in
Pasco County in 2020, as compared to 2019. That is alarming.
Consider a friend of mine, Kelly Mothershead, who lives
in Pasco County. Kelly has become an active community member
in the fight to tackle the opioid crisis, especially during
the pandemic. A few years ago Kelly tragically lost her 26-
year-old son, Jason, to an accidental overdose, an opioid
overdose. This is a picture of Kelly and her son, Jason.
She is urging us to provide targeted support to improve
access to treatment and keep more families from experiencing
the preventable and horrible loss that she lives with every
single day. She told me, and I quote, "It is an emptiness
that never goes away, and that no one should have to know.''
We must work together to prevent Americans from
experiencing these losses, Mr. Chairman. And then, Mr.
Chair, last year I was proud to support my good friend Chair
Schakowsky's legislation with Representative Jeff Duncan to
increase support personnel for the Consumer Production (sic)
Safety Commission, and was pleased to see it advance through
to the House as part of the Consolidated Appropriations Act.
That was a great bipartisan accomplishment, great work again
last year, with the cooperation of the chairman and the

ranking member.
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Sadly, the text before us, rather than funding these
additional personnel, goes in a completely different
direction with text never discussing -- again, never
discussed before in a bipartisan fashion, and a budgetary
impact that far exceeds what is needed to place more
personnel at our ports. And I have several ports. I have to
admit that I have several ports in my state, as you know. I
hope my friends across the aisle will consider our amendments
to get us back on track and help the folks back home who are
crying out for our assistance.

And I yield back, Mr. Chairman. Thank you very much. I
appreciate the time.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Bilirakis follows:]
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*The Chairman. Thank you.

*Mr. Bilirakis. Sorry I went over.

*The Chairman. That is all right.

So does Fred want us to go back to him? Is he able to
speak to us? Do we know, Fred Upton? No? Okay.

All right, then I don't have any other ranking members
or chairs of the subcommittees at this point. So we are
going to go to individual members. But I don't see any -- I
don't see any Democrats, so I am going to go to Mike Burgess.

Mike, you are recognized for one minute.

*Mr. Burgess. Great. Thank you, Chairman. I wanted to
let the committee know I had an opportunity to visit the
United States Mask factory in Tarrant County. As we all know
from serving on this committee, we did have some difficulties
with personal protective equipment. Two entrepreneurs, John
Bielamowicz and David Baillargeon put their -- pooled their
personal fortunes and created a mask company to provide
certified N95 masks, first to health care workers and now to
the general public. This whole exercise started because
John's son was born at Parkland Hospital with serious medical
problems. He is doing fine now. But John tells me it broke
his heart to think of those brave doctors at Parkland
Hospital having to deal with COVID patients and not having
the proper protective equipment. So they stepped up. They

did the right thing. They created this mask factory, and now
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they have got a great group of folks who are producing masks

in Fort Worth, Texas, and we can't thank them enough.

I yield Dback.

[The prepared statement of Mr.

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********

Burgess follows:]



631

632

633

634

635

636

637

638

639

640

641

642

643

644

645

646

647

648

649

650

651

652

653

654

655

31

*The Chairman. Thank you, Dr. Burgess.

Next I see we have our Republican whip. Mr. Scalise is
recognized for one minute.

*Mr. Scalise. Okay, thank you, Mr. Chairman. And look,
every COVID relief package that we have done so far has been
bipartisan, until this one. There is absolutely no reason to
be ramming through a partisan bill. We ought to be working,
Mr. Chairman, together on safely reopening our schools, on
getting people back to work, on reopening our economy and
expanding the vaccine rollout.

I want to introduce you to one of my constituents. This
is Dr. Rachel Chard. Dr. Chard is an ER doctor, and her
husband is a police officer. There we go. Her husband is a
police officer and she is an ER doctor. They have four
children, and their days and nights are spent on the front
lines of this wvirus. Last year they wrote to me about the
need to reopen schools for the sake of their children's
education and wellbeing. They are essential workers that we
have all promised to fight for, and virtual education is not
a viable option for their family. Luckily, their schools
followed the science and safely reopened.

Mr. Chairman, every child across this country should
have this same opportunity. By choosing to ram through this
hyper-partisan bill, the needs of millions of students and

families and small businesses who are facing these kinds of



656

657

658

659

660

661

662

663

664

32

dire circumstances will not be met. Families across the
country are counting on us to work together to solve these
problems. They deserve better than this my-way-or-the-
highway, $2 trillion partisan bill.

I yield Dback.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Scalise follows:]
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Scalise.

So I am going in order of seniority with the
Republicans. I don't see Adam Kinzinger or Bill Johnson's
hand up. The next one would be Dr. Bucshon. Larry Bucshon
is recognized for one minute.

*Mr. Bucshon. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I have a
constituent of mine here. This is Rita. Rita has struggled
with addiction for most of her life. Leading up to the
spread of COVID-19, Rita was one year, two months, and two
weeks clean, due to the accessibility of treatment and
community support. However, once the pandemic spread through
the nation, government mandates soon closed down the schools
her children attended, treatment centers, and community
centers where she attended NA and AA meetings. She fell into
despair and back into addiction. Knowing she needed help in
order to get back to her children, she checked herself into
Ruth's House in Sullivan, Indiana. Once she arrived, she had
to quarantine for two weeks, which meant she couldn't work,
she could not see her family, and she could not pay her dues
to keep receiving treatment.

Addiction and mental health are spreading like wildfire
throughout our nation, because the government has overreached
by shutting down daily life in America and eliminating the
livelihoods of millions. We must come together to bring an

end to the pandemic and do all we can to prevent the long-
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Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and I yield back.

[The prepared statement of Mr.
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Bucshon follows:]
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Dr. Bucshon.

I see Markwayne Mullin's hand is up. The gentleman from
Oklahoma is recognized.

[Pause.]

*The Chairman. Is he? His hand is up, is he there?

[Pause.]

*The Chairman. Markwayne?

*Mr. Johnson. Mr. Chairman, this is this is Bill
Johnson. You skipped right over me. I didn't know I was
supposed to raise my hand, but I am right --

*The Chairman. All right. Well, we will go to you
then, Bill. You are -- Bill Johnson is recognized.

*Mr. Johnson. All right. Well, thanks a lot, Mr.
Chairman. Here's a picture of the Fikes family. They live
in Chesapeake, Ohio, in my district. Kim and Jason have four
children. The oldest is a senior in high school with autism.
Like many families, they have had to adjust to the added
stress of remote learning. The Fikeses have lived through a
nightmare that took several -- took a severe mental and
physical toll on their family, with disrupted schedules and
the added burden of ensuring their children were continuing
to learn in a difficult distanced learning environment.

Chesapeake schools are almost back to normal now, with
mostly in-classroom instruction. But sadly, that is not true

for many children across America. And that is tragic. We



721

722

723

724

725

726

7277

728

729

730

731

732

36

have worked in a bipartisan manner for nearly a year to
provide trillions of dollars in needed relief. And I am
deeply disappointed the majority has resorted to pushing this
$1.9 trillion bill loaded with liberal priorities, instead of
focusing on getting our kids back into the classroom.

The majority talks a lot about our teachers. But what
about the health and welfare of our children?

And with that, Mr. Chairman, I yield back.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Johnson follows:]
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733 *The Chairman. Thank you, Bill.

734 So next with the hand up is Markwayne Mullin.
735 Again, Mark?

736 *Mr. Mullin. I had to unmute there. Thank you,

737 Chairman Pallone.

738 Governors and city leaders across the country have

739 forced our communities to shut down because of the pandemic.
740 These shutdowns have caused the mental health crisis in our
741 country to get even worse.

742 Light of Hope in Claremore, Oklahoma helps individuals
743 struggling with addiction and other mental health issues, all
744 free of charge. Every day, Lila Freeman and Nancy Phillips
745 and their staff help countless numbers of people who have
746 been negatively impacted by the COVID-19 crisis. In a time
747 when many organizations are downsizing, Light of Hope has
748 actually expanded twice during the pandemic. Not all

749 communities are lucky enough to have an organization like
750 Light of Hope to provide these services. We haven't even
751 scratched the surface on the full effects of the COVID-19
752 pandemic on the mental health crisis in our country.

753 Mental health care is just as important as the physical
754 health care. As we consider the next COVID relief package,
755 we must ensure that expanding mental health care is part of
756 the conversation.

757 And I yield back.
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Markwayne. Next I see Tim
Walberg, who is recognized for one minute.

*Mr. Walberg. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate
that.

There is no question that families are struggling, but
this one-sided bill does miss the mark. Instead of a massive
$2 trillion bill, we need solutions targeted to help those
most in need. And it can't be said enough that over $1
trillion from previous relief bills are yet to be spent.

Here in Michigan, small businesses have been hit
particularly hard. 1In the Irish Hills, just eight miles up
the road from my doorstep here, Brooklyn Lanes, a beloved
local bowling center, was forced to close its doors after 50
years in the community, a number of those years aiding my
children in beating me in bowling. Closing down was the last
thing they wanted to do. But this pandemic gave them no
choice. The lack of certainty and prolonged shutdowns was
simply too much to overcome.

So many other family-owned businesses in Michigan are
facing a similar fate, never to reopen again. For their sake
we need to advance bipartisan solutions that support mom-and-
pop shops, get workers back on the job, get vaccines
distributed, and get students back in the classroom. We can,
and I believe we must do better than this partisan bill

portends.
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[The prepared statement of Mr.
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Tim. So now we are going to
go back to Fred Upton, recognized for three minutes as the
ranking member of the subcommittee.

*Mr. Upton. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I think
-- I know that we would all agree that the American people
need help, and there is no question about that.

In fact, less than six weeks ago we passed a $900
billion deal that delivered immediate and much-needed relief
for those affected by this horrific pandemic. That
legislation was just the latest in a series of bills that we
passed into law to deal with COVID. And while each of those
bills address different issues related to the virus, they all
had one thing in common: they were bipartisan. Sadly, that
is not the case with the measure that we are considering
today.

We all agree more assistance is needed, and I support
additional targeted stimulus checks, more resources for
vaccine rollout, targeted support for state and local
governments who need it, and liability protections for small
businesses. What I cannot support is passing a partisan,
nearly $2 trillion package without studying what money we
have already spent from the bill that we passed just 6 weeks
ago, what is working, and what areas need more help.

I look at the effect that this pandemic has had on

health, lives, and businesses in my district in southwest
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Michigan. Nearly 1,000 people have lost their lives to
COVID. I think about Baker, my good friend, who was the
first person in Berrien County to lose his life. His picture
is still on my desk. Many more have been seriously ill and
hospitalized. Many of my constituents have also lost their
jobs and small businesses. We were able to use the PPP funds
to help as many as we could, but some were still not able to
make it. I look at Tibbs Brewing Company in Kalamazoo, Pauly
Mays -- Pauly Mac's Restaurant in Edwardsburg, AMC 10 Theater
in downtown Kalamazoo. Many are hanging by just a thread,
which is why we need to come together in a bipartisan way to
help, and not pass destructive measures like a $15 minimum
wage, which the CBO just this week reported would kill nearly
a million-and-a-half jobs.

There is a lot that we can do together. So I would urge
this committee to put aside the partisan measure, this one,
and buckle down and work together to help put this pandemic
behind us.

I also have to comment on one important and troubling
development that we have to address appropriately, as we mark
up the bill. This concerns the ill-advised decisions by the
President to revoke the permit for the Keystone Pipeline and
to halt other energy development immediately, wiping out tens
of thousands of jobs. By all accounts, from union leaders to

economists and the very workers that these decisions affect,
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these are devastating actions and could not have come at a
worse time. These actions immediately harm thousands of
families and, worse yet, thousands of additional families who
are now at risk in hotels, restaurants, and other businesses
supporting the energy industry -- reel from the economic
shock.

We all know, from this -- many hearings that we have
already conducted on our nation's energy sector in the past
couple of congresses, how much these actions really can harm
our economy, put thousands of well-paid and proud workers out
of jobs, and devastate communities. Our nation's energy
sector is critical. It makes no sense. I am hopeful that we
can amend the bill today with a number of priorities to make
it better and certainly bipartisan.

And with that, Mr. Chairman, I yield back.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Upton follows:]
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Fred. So now we are going to
go back to one minutes. Next is Buddy Carter, recognized for
one minute.

*Mr. Carter. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I want to start
by saying we all know people who have been seriously impacted
by this pandemic. As many of my colleagues have already
discussed, these issues affect every congressional district
in the country.

In my district I have heard stories from parents about
struggles they have balancing their children's education,
despite the CDC saying classroom learning is safe. I want to
discuss a family in my district, the Woods, and the impact
remote schooling has had on their daughters, Molly Claire and
Anna. You see a picture now of the Woods family and the
girls here. These girls currently attend school in the
Savannah Chatham County public school system, and are in some
of the most important years of mental and social development
of their lives. Unfortunately, local decisions to go fully
remote have been, as their father, George, put it,
devastating to their education and well-being. Their
youngest switched schools last year, meaning she has never
met her teacher or classmates in person to develop a
connecting -- a connection that is so important to an
education. Their daughter, who is a freshman in high school,

couldn't take the PSAT, and their daughter in the seventh
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grade has lost valuable preparation years for the transition
to high school.

This pandemic created challenges we could have never
anticipated, and we have all had to adapt and make it work.
However, we know it is safe for our children to attend
school. If we don't get kids like the Woods back in the
classroom, it will have lasting consequences for children
across the country.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I yield back.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Carter follows:]
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Buddy. Next is Jeff Duncan
for one minute.

*Mr. Duncan. Okay, thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Forty-five days after the parents of these four children
took a leap of faith to start their own business in South
Carolina, the world came to a screeching halt due to COVID-
19. Suddenly, both parents were unemployed and at home
navigating e-learning with their four children. This family
lives in my district. They had to spend $250 to upgrade
their home for Internet for kids e-learning. They lost their
jobs, child care, schooling, ability to attend church, and
their savings. These new daily challenges went on for
months. Thankfully, after many hard months, the parents had
work again to support the family, and the local school
district reopened in a limited capacity, which has since
expanded. His family expressed how grateful they are for the
leadership that encouraged and supported the need for
students to get back to face-to-face learning. Their
children are flourishing in the physical classroom. Our
nation needs leaders that put children first and fear last.

I hope my constituents' story will encourage more
bipartisan conversations to form around the importance and
value of in-person learning.

With that, Mr. Chairman, I will yield back.
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Jeff.

So I don't see hands up for Dan Crenshaw or John Curtis.
So I am going to move to Neal Dunn.

*Mr. Dunn. Thank you, Mr. Chair. I would like to share
a story of Jan and Trudy White, owners of a restaurant called
That Cajun Place in Panama City Beach. Jan and Trudy are no
strangers to recovering after disasters. They relocated in
2005 after Hurricane Katrina destroyed their home in New
Orleans. And like so many others, they lost their business
again after Hurricane Michael hit us in 2018. Now, after
weathering two hurricanes and a pandemic, Jan and Trudy have

persevered and built a new That Cajun Place restaurant,

creating 100 jobs. Jan said it best, "The resiliency of
human beings can be powerful. You just have to bounce
back. "'

I share this story because folks like this deserve a
thoughtful, targeted, and effective approach to COVID relief,
not one that allows only 36 hours to review and consider. We
need the data and facts behind this bill to ensure this is
going to help us get our economy back up and running. I
sincerely regret that this is not the path that this
committee or this Congress has chosen.

And with that, I yield back.
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Neal. I see that John
Curtis's hand is up now; he is recognized for one minute.

*Mr. Curtis. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. If you will
allow me a personal indulgence, I would like to share with
you a really bright spot in the Curtis home during a
difficult pandemic time. This is little Bentley, and Bentley
was our ninth grandchild. I can see some of you are trying
to look better. Bentley was our ninth grandchild, and he
just lives a couple of miles away from us. She is already
walking at nine months, and she can say, papa. Now, I can
tell, from those of you smiling, which of you are
grandparents and which are not.

Now, as much joy as she has brought into our lives,
imagine the terrible situation of her great-grandfather and
great—-grandmother, who for seven months only could see
Bentley through a glass wall. And just days before her
great—-grandmother passed away, she was allowed to see her
only because the great-grandmother had had COVID, and was now
immune. And like any eight-month-old, the baby simply cried
in somebody's arms that she had never met.

Now, I am not a mental health expert, but I know we are
not doing enough for our senior citizens who are bearing the
brunt of the COVID strain and stress. And I regret that we
are adding $1.9 trillion in debt to Bentley's future, and I

don't have any ability -- because this has not been a
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And I yield my time.

[The prepared statement of Mr.
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*The Chairman. Thank you. ©Next I have -- John Joyce 1is
recognized for one minute.

*Mr. Joyce. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

Widespread immunization is the key to defeating COVID-
19, rebuilding our economy, and fortunately, what we need in
reopening our schools. Every American wants a vaccine, and
should be able to get a vaccine. Unfortunately, in my home
state of Pennsylvania, the vaccine rollout has been plagued
with challenges. Every day, those who are eligible to
receive the vaccine are struggling to find a dose.

In Franklin County I want to introduce you to 9l-year-
old Ralph, who spent hours attempting to make a vaccine
appointment, but he struggled to navigate online forms. And
like many Americans, Ralph lives in a rural community and
doesn't have regular access to the Internet. Thankfully,
with the help of a wonderful neighbor, he was able to secure
an appointment for next week.

While Ralph's story has a happy outcome, luck should not
determine who receives this lifesaving vaccine. As we
consider the road to recovery, we must prioritize the people,
not the statistics. They are not interested in politics.
They are looking for answers, and we can achieve this in a
bipartisan manner.

Thank you, Chairman Pallone, and I yield.
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*The Chairman. Thank you, John. Next I have -- Debbie
Lesko is recognized for one minute.

*Mrs. Lesko. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Every American
that wants a vaccine should be able to get a vaccine. So,
instead of spending money on non-COVID-related priorities
like is in this bill, we should be spending money to double
the amount of vaccinations. Arizona needs more vaccines.
Our governor, our two senators, our entire Arizona
congressional delegation have asked for more vaccines from
the Biden Administration, and so far have been denied.

Just last week, 21,000 vaccine appointments were filled
in just 39 minutes. Senior citizens, like my constituent
right here, Phil -- Phil is 68 years old. He has diabetes.
He had open heart surgery, and he can't get an appointment,
and he is desperate, because the number -- the demand in
Arizona exceeds the supply of vaccinations.

We need to do this not as Republicans, not as Democrats,
but as Americans together. So let's get this done in a
bipartisan fashion, and I yield back.

[The prepared statement of Mrs. Lesko follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********



1040

1041

1042

1043

1044

1045

1046

1047

1048

1049

1050

1051

1052

1053

1054

1055

1056

1057

1058

1059

1060

1061

1062

1063

1064

55

*The Chairman. Thank you, Debbie. I think that Dan
Crenshaw wants to speak now. Is that correct?

Okay, you are recognized for one minute.

[Pause.]

*The Chairman. It is muted, though, Dan. You have got
to unmute.

Is he -- just having problems, I think.

We will go back to you, Dan, if you can set it up. So I

have Greg Pence next.

Greg?
*Mr. Pence. Thank you, Chair Pallone and Ranking Member
McMorris Rodgers. I am honored to be on the E&C committee.

The COVID-19 pandemic has been one of the most difficult
experiences our nation has weathered. States like Indiana
are an example of strong leadership during this uncertain
time. In Indiana we have been able to come together with

local governments to help small businesses and reopen

schools. The Hoosier State is a successful example of
working together towards the same goal. Congress has come
together six times to deliver relief for Americans. Hoosiers

in the sixth district are better off with the targeted relief
both sides of the aisle negotiated. I wish we had taken a
bipartisan approach, because when we come together and give
everyone a voice at the table, that is when we come up with

the best solutions.
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*The Chairman. Thank you.
So I don't have anybody else with their hand up. I
don't know if Dan is still having audio problems. If he 1is,

I am just going to move on.

Dan, can you -- do you want to try one more time, Dan?

*Mr. Crenshaw. I will try. Can you hear me?

*The Chairman. Yes, we can. You are recognized.

*Mr. Crenshaw. Thank you. Thank you so much. Thank
you, Mr. Chairman. Sorry about that.

I would like to talk about a couple of my constituents,
Adriana Swift, owner of J. Christopher Pizza and Pasta in
Kingwood, Texas. They have been in business for four years,
but their lives were turned upside down when the county
forced restaurants to close and limit occupancy as part of
the -- what I believe are unscientific, unconstitutional
lockdowns that we have seen across our country. They had to
implement costly new operating procedures, absorb the cost of
expensive to-go packaging, while struggling to keep 38
employees on the payroll. So they are wondering how this
bloated, very partisan package will help them, and the truth
is that it won't. They already got the first round of PPP
loans. They don't qualify for a second. We all know there
is about $200 billion worth of PPP money still there, so it
is unclear what this new package will do. In fact, it makes

things worse by foisting a $15 minimum wage on them. Their
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customer base is getting hurt, because the o0il and gas
workers aren't coming in to spend money anymore.

So I hope that, rather than focusing our efforts on
unrelated partisan measures that will actually kill jobs and
won't help these Americans struggling, then maybe we could
focus on more targeted relief, opening up flexibility for the
PPP loans, and helping our oil and gas industry. Thank you.

[The prepared statement of Mr. Crenshaw follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********
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1106 *The Chairman. Thank you, Dan. So now I see Gary
1107 Palmer's hands is up. He is recognized for one minute.
1108 *Mr. Palmer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Just sitting

1109 here, listening to my colleagues talk about the issues that
1110 we really ought to be focused on, and want to express my

1111 disappointment that this committee, which I consider the

1112 premiere committee in Congress, 1s not addressing these

1113 issues. Suicide, depression, drug overdoses, the loss of
1114 jobs, the falling behind academically, it is almost as though
1115 you treat those as collateral damage for your agenda. Well,
1116 that has very little to do with solving the problem. And it
1117 is just disappointing to see the expertise, the intelligence
1118 that exists on this committee to have a bill like this come

1119 out that really does not meet these critical, critical needs.

1120 I yield back.
1121 [The prepared statement of Mr. Palmer follows:]
1122
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*The Chairman. Thank you. I don't see anyone else.
Last opportunity for an opening statement.

Okay, so that concludes our opening statements.

Pursuant to committee rules, members' written opening
statements shall be made part of the record. So please
submit written opening statements electronically to the email
address that we have provided.

So at this time we are going to begin bill
consideration. The chair calls up the committee print
Subtitle A: Budget Reconciliation Legislative Recommendations
Relating to Public Health. The clerk will report the title
of the bill.

*The Clerk. Committee print, Budget Reconciliation
Legislative Recommendations Relating to Public Health,
Subtitle A --

*The Chairman. Without objection, Madam Clerk, the
first reading of the bill will be dispensed with, and the
bill is now considered as read. And without objection, the
bill is considered as read and open for amendment at any
point.

[Subtitle A follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********
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*The Chairman. But let me ask if -- before we go to
amendments, are there any members seeking recognition to
speak on the committee print Subtitle A?

And again, a reminder to use the raised hand feature to
seek recognition, and to use the lower hand after you have
been recognized.

Does any member seek recognition to speak on the
committee print?

Dan, your hand was up, but I think you just didn't lower
it, right? You don't want to speak on this, do you? Dan?
You don't, okay.

All right, so then I am just going to the AINS and
recognize myself to offer an amendment in the nature of a
substitute.

As I mentioned in my opening statement, the public
health print before us provides the necessary resources to
speed up distribution of COVID-19 vaccines, which will bring
an end to this pandemic. And the Biden Administration has
already begun using the expertise of CDC and FEMA to
establish community vaccination sites, and has increased the
overall vaccine supply. President Biden was able to improve
our vaccine distribution in part because of the resources
that we provided in the omnibus at the end of the year.

But in my opinion, the resources we provided to states

and the CDC were only a down payment on what is going to be
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necessary to vaccinate 300 million Americans before the end
of the summer. More resources are needed to set up and staff
vaccination centers, develop mobile vaccine units, especially
in underserved areas. And we have to do more to improve data
collection and alert people about where, when, and how they
can get a vaccine. So this bill provides $7.5 billion for
these activities.

The legislation also funds activities to boost wvaccine
confidence and scale up the supply chain for vaccines,
therapeutics, and other medical supplies, critical measures
that bipartisan witnesses supported at our health
subcommittee hearing last week.

This bill also finally funds an adequate, COVID-19
testing, contact tracing, and mitigation strategy. This will
ensure we have adequate supplies, staff, and technology to
detect, diagnose, and trace COVID-19, and mitigate the spread
of the virus.

Since last spring I have been calling for the
development of a national testing strategy, and now we are
going to have one. The emergence of new, more contagious
COVID-19 variants only underscores the importance of robust
testing, contact tracing, and mitigation. So the bill
invests 7.6 billion to establish a 21st century public health
workforce that will help track COVID-19, vaccinate, and

connect people to the resources they need.
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The bill also ensures that resources get to where they
are needed most. As my colleagues know, COVID-19 has
disproportionately affected communities of color. Some of
you mentioned this in your opening statements. And this bill
invests additional resources in community health centers,
which serve 30 million people every day in underserved areas,
including rural areas.

And finally, I want to mention that the bill includes
resources to support measures for mental health -- many of
you mentioned that, as well -- and substance use programs,
which is so directly needed in this time of crisis.

The amendment in the nature of a substitute I am
offering today makes technical and conforming changes to the
bill. This is to the first title. And these public health
resources are targeted for the unprecedented crisis we are
facing.

And I would urge all our members to vote in favor of the
AINS.

Now, let me say with regard to the AINS, are there any
other members who seek recognition?

Oh, we haven't called the AINS up? I am sorry, I
haven't called the AINS up. So let's do that. Let's see.
No, we did report the AINS. Oh, we didn't report the bill,
okay, okay. So the clerk has to report the amendment in the

nature of a substitute.
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I am sorry, Madam Clerk.

The clerk will report the amendment in the nature of a
substitute.

*The Clerk. Amendment in the nature of a substitute to
the committee print relating to public health offered by the
majority. In lieu of the proposed recommendations, insert
the following --

*The Chairman. Without objection, the reading of the
amendment in the nature of a substitute will be dispensed
with.

[The amendment of The Chairman follows:]
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*The Chairman. Does anyone seek recognition to speak on
the AINS?

[No response.]

*The Chairman. All right, I don't see anybody. I don't
want to skip over anybody, but I don't see anybody. Okay,
then we will go -- are there any members who seek recognition
to offer an amendment to the AINS?

[No response.]

*The Chairman. Does anyone -- nobody's hand is up.

Oh, Mr. Upton, okay. I recognize Mr. Upton for five
minutes.

*Mr. Upton. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I offer amendment
-— our amendment 80, 8-0.

*The Chairman. Does the clerk have that, the Upton
amendment to the AINS?

*The Clerk. Yes.

*The Chairman. Okay, you will report the amendment,
Madam Clerk.

*The Clerk. Amendment to the amendment in the nature of
a substitute for the committee print relating to public
health offered by Representative Upton of Michigan. At the
end of Subtitle A --

*The Chairman. Without objection, the reading --
without objection, Madam Clerk, the reading of the Upton

amendment will be dispensed with.
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*The Chairman. And the gentleman from Michigan is
recognized for five minutes in support of his amendment.

*Mr. Upton. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman. And I know
we have had a practice that you continued that I initiated
with Chairman Walden that bipartisan amendments would go
first, ahead of the queue. I would like to think that this
is one. This could, in fact, help make this bill bipartisan,
certainly much more than it is at the moment.

What this amendment does, it adds an extra $10 billion -
- that is B, as in big -- of funding to the NIH to prevent,
prepare, or respond to COVID-19, including restarting
research that was delivered -- that was delayed by the
pandemic. Of this $10 billion, 1 billion would go towards
research and clinical trials related to the long-term effects
of COVID, and 500 million would go to the rapid acceleration
of diagnostics, or RADx program.

This pandemic has brought so many heroes to the
forefront, and none have had a larger impact than the folks
at NIH. The research on the effects, to the rapid
development of diagnostics, to helping develop a vaccine
using a brand new technology in just a matter of months, in
large part because of our work on 21st Century Cures, NIH has
been emblematic of what we as a country can do when they
faced -- when they are faced with a challenge.

So I have long been a supporter of the NIH. In fact,
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one of my first major bills as a Member of Congress was
working with Henry Waxman, John McCain, and Paul Wellstone,
where we doubled successfully the budget of the NIH. And
obviously, my colleague, our colleague, Diana DeGette, on
21st Century Cures, to give them more funding -- $45 billion,
in fact, over 10 years -- and making the regulatory changes
to make it easier for them to do their jobs.

That is what this amendment does. It builds on those
efforts. So COVID has taken a toll on all of us, everyone
for sure, in every community across the country. And the NIH
is no exception. I would like to think that we could adopt
this amendment so that they would have, in fact, more tools
in the toolbox so they can continue the great work that they
have done to fight the virus, and also so they can restart
the important research that this -- has been put on hold. We
have had great success in reaching out to our colleagues on
both sides of the aisle on the Appropriations Committee, both
in the House and the Senate, and I would like to think that a
bill like this that likely will go to the President will, in
fact, include more money for the NIH, which is what this
amendment does.

And with that, I yield back my time, urging all my
colleagues to make this, in fact, a bipartisan amendment, and
one that we can be proud of. And I yield back, Mr. Chairman.

Thank you.
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*The Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Upton. I want to
recognize myself for five minutes. Fred, you know, I just
saw this, so I assume that you are raising -- you are putting
in 10 billion for NIH, but not taking out any of the money

for CDC that is in the bill. That is what I am assuming.

The problem that we have is -- and, you know, this is in
general -- as you know, the budget reconciliation gives us
instructions and a certain amount of money. So if we put in

money for CDC research and then add NIH, as you are
proposing, without cutting something else, which I don't want
to do, then, you know, we go above the amount that they have
instructed us, or given us under the reconciliation. And so
what I am going to try to explain is the reason I am opposed
to your amendment is because we have put in money for CDC,
which I would like to detail a little bit here in my five
minutes. And we can't add money for NIH, because then we
would go beyond the amount that we are allocated.

So, on a bipartisan basis, we have bolstered NIH funding
over the last several years. Last year Congress provided NIH
with 3.6 billion to fund COVID-19 research, including 940
million from the CARES Act. And an additional 1.25 billion
of COVID-19 supplemental funds was also provided in the end-
of-the-year package.

Additionally, Congress provided record funding for NIH

prior to COVID. 1In fiscal year 2020 NIH received 41.7
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billion for biomedical research. And it is also worth noting
that, from fiscal year 2016 through 2020 -- and a lot of this
is because of you and Diana's efforts -- Diana is at the
impeachment today, so we are not going to see her. But
because of your effort with 21st Century Cures, NIH enjoyed
over 5 percent funding increases every year, including one of
the largest increases in the past decade that occurred in
fiscal year 2018, in which we provided a $3 billion increase.

So the committee print that we are considering investing
over five billion for research, development, and
manufacturing for vaccines, therapeutics, and the supply
chain, money that can be shared with NIH, BARDA, and the
strategic national stockpile. It is -- I also believe it is
critical that the 1.75 billion included in the committee
print for genomic sequencing and surveillance -- and again,
that is invested at CDC.

So the CDC is hard at work increasing genomic
sequencing. Thus far they have entered into contracts with
LabCorp and Quest to undertake this work. This is not
academic work. I am not suggesting that the NIH does the
only things that are academic. But in our effort to try to
crush the virus, the money in this print goes to CDC. It can
be shared with NIH, or BARDA, or the strategic national
stockpile, Fred. But it is going to CDC. And, you know, I

just think that maintaining the funds at CDC will allow us to
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build on the ongoing efforts to sequence COVID-19.

So, again, I am asking members to oppose this amendment,
not because we don't want to fund NIH, but for the specific
purpose here of trying to crush the virus. CDC is the best
to do that. It is not that we are not funding NIH through
other means. We are, and it has been constantly building up.
But we can't just add NIH funding. We can't add anything,
really, without getting rid of something else that is in the
bill, which I don't support, because this is a very -- you
know, we put this together in a very, you know, tight way to
make sure that we were within the instructions.

I hope everyone understands that. And for that reason,
I would ask members to oppose the Upton amendment.

Now we have a Republican. The ranking member, Mrs.
Rodgers, 1is recognized for five minutes.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Yes. Thank you, Mr. Chair. It is just
extremely disappointing that in this large package that there
is no additional support to NIH. That is why this amendment
is so important. It provides an additional 10 billion to NIH
for COVID-19 research, with a set-aside of a billion for
clinical studies on the long-term impacts of the virus. This
is critical information. And experts now know that some
people can experience symptoms of illness many weeks or even
months after having recovered from COVID-19. It is important

that we better understand the causes of these symptoms in the
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long haulers.

This amendment also sets aside 500 million for Rapid
Acceleration of Diagnosis initiative for the purposes of
research and development of more home test kits, which is
another part of the solution that we should be pursuing. It
is an example of where, if we were working together, we would
be able to find bipartisan solutions that are going to meet
the needs and help us be smarter in combating this virus and
helping people. The Rapid Acceleration of Diagnosis
initiative has sparked massive innovation and produced an
impressive array of COVID-19 test platforms, from lab-based
to point-of-care diagnosis, to the home test kit. Our second
authorized vaccine was co-developed with scientists at NIH
and their National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases.

The successes of these public-private partnerships are
the reason that we should continue to support the NIH, and I
urge adoption of this amendment.

*Mr. Upton. Would the gentlelady yield?

*Mrs. Rodgers. I yield.

*Mr. Upton. Would the gentlelady --

*Mrs. Rodgers. I would yield my time to -- I would
yield my time, yes. I heard the gentleman from Michigan,
sorry.

*The Chairman. Mr. Upton is recognized.
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*Mr. Upton. Yes, let me just say, too, you know, as we
are seeing new strands coming from South Africa and other
places, it is clear that the vaccine that Americans are using
today isn't going to be good enough, maybe even later this
year. We are going to have to work on developing different
vaccines, stronger vaccines. Already, those that have been
vaccinated know that, in fact, they are probably good for
only a year. We are not quite certain that -- we might have
to be re-vaccinated again. But just like the flu season with
different strains, it has to be developed literally every
year.

We are going to have to spend more money in trials
working with the private sector. And for me, I am blessed.

I got a great operation. Pfizer, they are -- the Pfizer
vaccine 1s actually produced in my district. We all were so
elated when those trucks rolled out the doors last December.
And we are excited about Moderna. We can hardly wait until
Johnson and Johnson gets their EUA approval probably a little
bit later this month.

But this isn't going to be good enough. We are going to
need additional vaccines down the road to deal with, not only
the strains, but hopefully make it so it is a one-time deal,
so you are not going to have to be re-vaccinated with maybe a
second shot, or maybe even multiple years. And so that is

another reason why the NIH, frankly, needs the money to work
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with the Johnson and Johnsons, the Pfizers, the Modernas, the
AstraZenecas, and others to really come back with a yet
improved vaccine. And this money would help, and helps us,
hopefully, at some point, round the corner on dealing with
this pandemic.

And again, I would hope that this would be something,
Mr. Chairman, that you could go to your leadership on and
say, "I know the dollar -- the cap was 1.9. What is wrong
with making it 1.91'' to try and get additional money and, in
fact, make it bipartisan and a unified approach that all of
us on both sides of the aisle could support?

And with that, I yield back.

*The Chairman. The gentlewoman, the ranking member, has
the time.

Mrs. Rodgers, did you yield back?

She yielded? Did she yield back?

*Mrs. Rodgers. I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you. All right, so now I see Mr.
Tonko's hand is up. The gentleman from New York is
recognized for five minutes.

*Mr. Tonko. Thank you, Mr. Chair. I move to strike the
last word to address the gentleman's amendment.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Mr. Tonko. Thank you.

Funding for NIH-supported research enjoys broad
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bipartisan support. Certainly that is true now, and it was
true prior to COVID-19. And that is why, in December, we
provided an additional $1.25 billion of COVID-19 supplemental
funds that -- in the end-of-the-year package directed toward
carrying out the work supported by this amendment. Dr.
Collins, in fact, described this work in an NIH director's
blog post on January 19th. And in so doing he highlighted
that the NIH held a workshop to summarize what is known, and
fill in key gaps in our knowledge about long COVID syndrome.
In this piece, he highlighted that certainly Congress
authorized funding for continued research on this syndrome,
including an appropriation of funds for NIH to support
continued study of these prolonged health consequences.

So, you know, we are doing the work that this amendment
directs to be done. And also, as you pointed out in your
statement, the -- there is a $5 billion appropriation for the
research and development and manufacturing for vaccines and
therapeutics and supply chain activity. So, you know, 1f we
are not going to respond to the delicate balance that
includes those guardrails for reconciliation, then we are not
going to be able to move forward.

And basically, what I sense here is a great degree of
urgency. We, each of us as colleagues, have many, many
individuals who have either contracted COVID or have

succumbed to COVID, and that -- we have delayed for far too
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1496 long. We need a bold statement of support, and I believe
1497 this measure does that. And so I believe the spirit of this

1498 amendment i1s addressed in our package.

1499 And with that, I yield back. Mr. Chair.
1500 *Mr. Peters. Will the gentleman yield?
1501 *The Chairman. Thank -- who is asking for time to

1502 yield?
1503 *Mr. Peters. Peters.
1504 *The Chairman. Paul, did you want to yield your -- I

1505 don't know if you have any time.

1506 I think he yielded it back, Scott, but we can go to you
1507 after -- Debbie Lesko 1is next.
1508 The gentleman from Arizona is recognized for five

1509 minutes.
1510 *Mrs. Lesko. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to strike

1511 the last word.

1512 *The Chairman. You are recognized.
1513 *Mrs. Lesko. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I support the
1514 Upton amendment. I think we can easily move money from

1515 another non-COVID portion of the bill.

1516 For instance, I think you could not reinstate the state
1517 and local tax deduction. Quite frankly, most members and
1518 states that have low taxes don't support that anyway. I
1519 don't see why it has anything to do with COVID, so you could

1520 get money from there.
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You could also get money from the pot of money you have
going to state and local cities. I, for one, talk to my
mayors in my congressional district each and every month.
And surprisingly -- but good news -- is that they have all
said that their sales tax revenue has stayed consistent, if
not higher than before -- you know, before COVID started.
And also, the State of Arizona has more money than they
expected in their budget.

And so I think we could easily move money to support
Upton's amendment. And with that I will yield back.

*The Chairman. I thank the gentlewoman.

I am going to do this in seniority, once your hand is
up. So next is Mr. Rush. Bobby Rush is recognized for five
minutes.

*Mr. Rush. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last
word.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Mr. Rush. Mr. Chairman, I regretfully have to oppose
the amendment. I do not do this lightly. Like many of my
colleagues, I have always been a strong supporter of the NIH,
and I continue to be so today.

That being said, Mr. Chairman, this package has been
designed after many conversations with the Biden
Administration on how to make the most of the resources we

will to provide to them. Mr. Chairman, my understanding is
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the Administration requested funding to go largely toward the
CDC in order to get tangible help to COVID-19 patients as
quickly as possible. While NIH research is unquestionably
important, Mr. Chairman, it also is more abstract, and could
take years to translate into results for patients.

This package has also been negotiated with input from
the other side, from the Senate, to ensure that it will be
able to pass under the Senate's more stricter rules. Changes
now can Jjeopardize the entire package, and delay the aid
which is so desperately needed, and which we find universal
agreement on.

Mr. Chairman, we must act expeditiously to get today's
package through the House, and then we can work together on
authorizing additional funding for NIH. And I would be
interested in working with the gentleman, my friend, the
gentleman from Michigan, as well as the chair to get this
funding over the finish line, and then a standalone bill as
part of the next COVID package.

While we, unfortunately, cannot address it today, Mr.
Chairman, I believe funding for the NIH basic research or
COVID should have broad, bipartisan support, and does not
need to be done through the reconciliation process.

I hope this amendment is a genuine amendment, Mr.
Chairman, and not just a ploy designed to sink the

reconciliation package. If this amendment, Mr. Chairman, is
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indeed a sincere amendment, let's commence to working
together on it following today's markup.

With that, Mr. Chairman, I yield back the amount of my
time.

*The Chairman. Thank you. Next we go to Morgan
Griffith, recognized for five minutes.

*Mr. Griffith. Well, let me speak strongly in favor of
the Upton amendment. The NIH can use this, but so can the
people of the United States of America with the research that
they will do.

As many of you know, over the summer I had COVID. And
shortly after that I developed blood clots. I entered an NIH
study. That is right, an NIH study on the effects of COVID,
long-term, on individuals who had mild cases. We don't know
what it is going to show, but I know that I have gone over
there, and they have tested my blood they have taken -- get
white blood cells, they have done examinations on my heart.

I am a guinea pig at the NIH. This is our cutting-edge,
frontline research institution looking for things that are
directly affected by COVID for people like me, and for people
who will follow me, who have the disease and then wonder: is
this nagging leg pain something to do with COVID? 1Is this
nagging condition something to do with COVID?

We can't find out by sitting here in our -- in this case

not our committee room, but in our wvarious rooms on the
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computer, and come up with that answer. But not very few
miles away from Washington, D.C., from the nation's capital,
there is an institution that is respected worldwide. We can,
in fact, help them help the American people, help the world
figure out long-term consequences to COVID. It is absolutely
unthinkable that we would not adopt Fred Upton's amendment
and send some money over to the NIH so they can do some
studying on people, thousands of people instead of a few
hundred people, and find out what we need to be prepared for
a year from now, two years from now, three years from now.

I will tell you folks, this is a -- is just a really
good amendment, and I am surprised that it isn't being
welcomed with open arms. You know, just because somebody on
high says you can't amend the bill, doesn't mean you
shouldn't do it when you know it is the right thing to do.

And I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Morgan. Next we are going to
go to Jan Schakowsky. The gentlewoman is recognized for five
minutes.

*Ms. Schakowsky. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I suspect
that we are going to get a lot of amendments today that are
very good ideas, ideas that deserve consideration, but not
today, because the American people are suffering right now,
and they are telling us that they want us to pass this bill

as fast as possible. We know that the polling that has come
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out, for example, the CBS poll that came out this week -- I
think it was yesterday -- said that 83 percent of Americans
want to see us pass this bill that has all of the relief that
-- it addresses the relief that they need.

Are we going to hear good ideas? Yes. And I think that
this committee, which has operated over the years in a
bipartisan way, should consider all those good ideas. But I
want to ask my colleagues: At the end of the day, even if we
pass these, are you going to vote in order to pass this
reconciliation bill?

I think this is, despite the value of the amendments
that are suggested, absolutely a strategy to try and lure us
into voting for things that will prevent the entire bill from
coming to provide the kind of relief that Americans are
begging for. And so, you know, we will spend another, I
don't know, maybe 10 hours debating these amendments. But I
would really urge my colleagues on the Democratic side to say
no, because people can't wait. People can't wait. They are
needing this kind of relief that is ample in this, or at
least a beginning. We can consider every one of these
amendments that come up at another time, at a close time to
this to get it done. But we can't just crush the hopes and
the dreams of so many people, 83 percent of Americans who are
saying, "Give us this legislation.''

And I am happy to yield to somebody, i1if somebody wants
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the rest.
Okay, then I -- there is two, almost three minutes left.
*The Chairman. Well, Angie Craig, I think -- I don't

know if Angie is --

*Ms. Craig. Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman. Thank you so much
for yielding, Ms. Schakowsky.

*Ms. Schakowsky. Sure.

*Ms. Craig. I appreciate that. I am proud to speak, in
addition, to support for this fiscal year 2021 Reconciliation
Act and my opposition to this amendment.

In Minnesota, Representatives, it will take four months
to vaccinate everyone over the age of 65 if we do not
increase the current supply of vaccines. To shorten that
timeline, I am very pleased this package includes 7.5 billion
for the CDC's wvaccination efforts.

Last year, as images of frontline workers wearing
garbage bags flooded the airwaves, I repeatedly called for a
centralized supply chain strategy to address critical PPE and
testing shortages. I am so pleased this measure before us
today finally provides funding to support a national supply
chain strategy for both testing, contact tracing, and
vaccines. We simply must do everything we can to prevent
future shortages and chaos.

Mr. Chairman, what Americans are most tired of in

Washington is gridlock on bills where there is bipartisan
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support in our communities. People are dying, small
businesses are struggling, our children are losing precious
time in their classroom. So we are ending that gridlock
today. Our constituents and our country cannot afford to
wait.

And with that, I yield back the remainder of my time to
Ms. Schakowsky.

*Ms. Schakowsky. If anybody wants 54 seconds, I will
yield. Otherwise, I yield back the balance of my time.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

[Pause. ]

*The Chairman. I am sorry, I recognize Larry Bucshon
for five minutes. 1Is Larry there?

*Mr. Bucshon. I am, Mr. Chairman, thank you.

*The Chairman. You are recognized.

*Mr. Bucshon. I just want to say, I mean, I support

former Chairman Upton's amendment. And there is going to be
a number of other amendments that are going to add money to
critical programs, including vaccines that I offer my -- and
other things that I may offer myself. And I just find the
argument about there is no way to shift money very
disingenuous, because one of the provisions in this
reconciliation bill is going to be a handout to the
wealthiest Americans by rescinding the $10,000 tax cap on

state and local deductions, and bailing out all of the states
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across the country who have Democrat politicians that are
taxing their citizens at such a level that they are leaving
the state in droves. And we all know which states those are.

So, as we offer amendments, including myself, to say
that we don't have the money in this bill to shift to
programs that are critical to help get us through this
pandemic is just disingenuous. And I think, once the people
of Indiana find out that we have given tax handouts to the
wealthiest Americans while we refuse to add money to the NIH,
we refuse to add money for testing, for vaccines, they are
not going to be too happy. And I know -- so I think I am
looking forward to that discussion with my constituents. And
I think, hopefully, if we didn't have the national news media
that wouldn't report it, that we could get that message out
to what actually this is doing.

There is billions and billions of dollars that are going
to be handed out so that people can move back to states that
are high taxed, so that they can go ahead and then make the
people of Indiana subsidize their lifestyles while they pay
local taxes and then deduct it from their federal income tax
return. I really find it appalling, honestly, and I think
that we need to reverse course.

With that I yield back, Mr. Chairman. Thank you.

*The Chairman. So now we go to Scott Peters. Scott is

recognized for five minutes.
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*Mr. Peters. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I too am sad
to have to oppose this amendment. This is not my favorite
process, but it constrains us from making this amendment
because it would blow the whole thing up. I signed on to
reconciliation because of the crisis that we are in, and the
need to take action. And I still hold out hope that overall
we will have a bipartisan approach. But I don't think we
have to -- we have time to wait.

I do want to mention, though, that, to Mr. Upton's
point, I do think the committee and the staff and chairmen
deserve credit for including the Tracking COVID-19 Variance
Act in the bill, which I helped introduce with Mr. Bera. We
are providing CDC with $1.75 billion to scale up our national
genomic sequencing efforts at labs around the country. San
Diego has been on the cutting edge of genomics research as
far back as 1985, when the FDA approved one of the first
groundbreaking rapid diagnostic tests to San Diego-based Gen-
Probe.

And our region has shown the world what happens when the
research community, institutions like Scripps Research and
Institute for Genomic Medicine collaborate with genomic
sequencing companies like Illumina and Human Longevity and
the J. Craig Venter Institute. The results are
revolutionary. Genomic sequencing is a vital part of our

national strategy to contain COVID-19 and prevent future
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pandemics. That i1s because sequencing helps us understand
how the virus is spreading, and if the vaccines and
therapeutics we develop are effective.

So the funding to support genomic sequencing will boost
the efforts in three ways: it funds CDC's Advanced Molecular
Detection Initiative, which integrates genomic technology and
genomic epidemiology, including the establishment of national
sequence-based surveillance conducted as part of the private-
public partnership called SPERES; second, it ensures that
labs have the guidance they need to properly sequence COVID-
19-positive samples, ensure timely actionable data with the
CDC; and finally, it supports labs already doing this work to
increase their workforce and informatics capability.

Although a provision from my bill, the Health Statistics
Act, couldn't move in this bill, I want to emphasize the
importance of providing funding for CDC to develop and invest
in a more robust data linkage program at the National Center
for Health Statistics. That program would allow for
temporary leakage of data across multiple sources, including
genomic data, clinical data, and epidemiological data for the
purposes of public health research. There are over 2,000
government health data sets at the federal, state, and local
levels. Many of these sources are siloed, so answers to the
most basic research questions remain unknown.

For instance, what is the true mortality rate of COVID-



1771

1772

1773

1774

1775

1776

1777

1778

1779

1780

1781

1782

1783

1784

1785

1786

1787

1788

1789

1790

1791

1792

1793

1794

1795

88

19? And what does -- and so, does adequate lab testing in
the surrounding geographic areas correlate to having --
avoiding hospitalization mortality? How do COVID-19 outcomes
vary by race and gender, including hospitalization, the
likelihood of being put on a ventilator, and risk of
mortality? We don't have answers to any of that stuff,
because the data is such a mess. So I look forward to
continuing this important work with the committee.

Thank you for taking this important first step, and I
yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you. Thank you, Scott.

Next we have -- John Joyce is recognized for five
minutes.
*Mr. Joyce. Thank you, Mr. Chair. And I move to strike

the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Mr. Joyce. We all recognize the great tradition of
this committee working together in a bipartisan manner. I
support the Upton amendment, and recognize, individually, as
someone who trained in science, the importance of accessing
additional funding to the NIH. This novel coronavirus has
had such strong impact in the past year. And we, as a group,
can find the resources to allow for additional vaccine
development, the next generation of vaccine development, to

occur. We, as a group, can work together in a bipartisan
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fashion and find the new therapeutics which are so
desperately needed. We can find, through the NIH research,
that there will be additional ways to administer these
therapeutics, whether they are intranasally, whether they are
through injection, or whether there are oral forms that we
can find through this necessary NIH funding.

As we have heard before, and I have repeatedly said,
this is a bipartisan effort. And we have to recognize that
the resources of the NIH are what we need to work together,
support, and allow us to come through in a positive manner.
This pandemic, which has caused so many previous bills that
we have supported together -- and the Upton amendment
addresses that needed funding for the NIH.

I yield the remainder of my time to our Republican
leader, Cathy McMorris Rodgers.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Thank you, Dr. Joyce. So we are hearing
that today is not the day. I would just simply ask: Why not
today? Because if the Democrats decide to move forward with
a purely partisan bill, it is really a missed chance for this
committee to lead in recognizing the duly-elected
representatives of people all over this country.

It is true that people are hurting. We have broken
families. We have broken systems, broken communities. And I
believe that this is exactly the moment when we should be

working together.



1821

1822

1823

1824

1825

1826

1827

1828

1829

1830

1831

1832

1833

1834

1835

1836

1837

1838

1839

1840

1841

1842

1843

1844

1845

90

We have heard that it would blow it all up. Well, that
is actually not the case. We are ready. You have given us
less than 24 hours to work on this piece of legislation.
Legislating means plowing the hard ground necessary to reach
an agreement.

We have heard, you know, it is the time to end gridlock.
I would suggest that this is only encouraging more gridlock.

It is true that trust and confidence in the
representative process right now is at an all-time low. It
is because of an abuse of power. It is an abuse of power
when one party decides to move forward and completely ignore
and shut out the voices of the duly-elected representatives
of people all over the country. That is not the way that we

are going to build trust back into representative government,

which is so important. This is much bigger than any one
person. This is much bigger than any one party.
I would ask for this committee -- and I know, I have a

feeling where this is all going today, but I would just ask,
ask us all, to dig deep and to really consider the role of
this committee in particular, because we all cherish what
this committee has represented in bringing our different
perspectives from different corners of the country together.
And I would submit that we will get better outcomes for
Americans that are hurting today if we actually work

together. We all represent 750,00 people. Ignoring our



1846

1847

1848

1849

1850

1851

1852

1853

1854

1855

1856

1857

1858

1859

1860

1861

1862

1863

1864

1865

1866

1867

1868

1869

1870

91

voices and doing it alone is not going to -- is not as
effective. It would be more effective, we would get better
results if we actually worked together.

People are suffering, and this is a time for us to pull
together. President Biden said that it is a war on the
coronavirus. Well, during a war a country pulls together.
You are not Republican and Democrat. This isn't about
scoring political points. During a war it is about coming
together to actually help people that are in need. And that
is what we stand ready to do.

And NIH, this is exactly the time that we should be
upping the funding to NIH. I come from the State of
Washington, where our governor was predicting $8 billion in
shortfalls. We have a 15 percent increase in revenue this
year. So that is just one example where all the money going
to the states, I would submit, would be better redirected to
NIH.

I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you.

So now we move to Ms. Eshoo. Ms. Eshoo is recognized
for five minutes.

*Ms. Eshoo. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I move to
strike the last word.

I have listened carefully to what colleagues have said,

and we are all proud of the traditions of Energy and
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Commerce. I should add that I have been on the committee,
went onto the committee in my second term, 1995, and we have
had some royal battles, too. So there has been a mixture.
Most of my tenure I have served in the minority. So I
understand the feelings of the minority.

When it comes to this legislation, I think we need to
look at and accept -- because it is the story -- that, in
putting this legislation together, the American Rescue Plan,
with the new Administration, with the new Congress, it has a
price tag of $1.9 trillion. The Republicans put on the table
600 billion. So there is a chasm, a difference in terms of
the dollars.

I have heard the phrase, used over and over again, this
is a highly partisan bill. What is so partisan about funding
for mental health, funding for NIH, funding for FDA, funding
for community centers, funding for more wvaccines to be
inoculated in people's arms, funding to local communities who
have emptied their local treasuries because they have had to
advance money for COVID-related items, and including the
hiring and the salaries for first responders?

So we all know that the needs of the nation are
enormous, and the bill has a price tag that matches that
need. So when you are saying we should direct money over
here with -- you know, like a mortal sin, and that NIH

doesn't have it, that is simply not so. Francis Collins has
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asked for two or three billion to go directly. It goes
through HHS.

I don't take a backseat to anyone -- and you would all
say the same thing -- about research at NIH. All of us are
champions of that. But you need to keep in mind that there
is really a chasm between 1.9 trillion and 600 billion. If
we go with your plan, if we go with what the Republicans put
on the table, all of the things that both Republicans and
Democrats said in their statements, the needs in your
congressional districts and mine have no chance of being
funded.

So, well, I supported the omnibus last December. Many
of you did. That provided 42.9 billion -- with a B -- for
the NIH for fiscal year 2021, as well as $1.25 billion, which
was established for the National Institutes of Health to
support research and clinical trials on the long-term effects
-—- what our colleague spoke to, because he had COVID, then
developed the blood clots, now is in a clinical trial through
NIH.

So these are huge sums of money because we have huge
problems. So I don't know how many of you, the -- my
Republican colleagues on the committee had a hand in shaping
the $600 billion figure. I don't know, I mean, maybe you
want to share that with us or not. But that really is the

overriding factor in this, and where our differences come in.
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So we are not leaving NIH without resources. You have
voted for them. We have voted for them, you are right, on a
bipartisan basis. And this amendment -- I have so much
respect and affection for Fred Upton. But I think that, at
the end of the trail here on this amendment, it seems to
suggest that we are leaving NIH without resources. And that
simply is not the fact.

So with that, Mr. Chairman, I yield back.

*The Chairman. I thank the chairwoman. I see Mr.
Palmer's hand is up. Mr. Palmer is recognized for five
minutes.

*Mr. Palmer. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike the last

word.
[Pause. ]
*Mr. Palmer. Can you hear me?
*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.
*Mr. Palmer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. First of all, I

just want to point out that the Republican response was over
600 million, but it also included spending the over $1
trillion that has not yet been spent in the previous relief
bills. And our relief package did not include funding to
bail out failed state governments. We are more focused on
trying to get money directly to the people who need it, to
meet the needs of the communities.

That said, I strongly support Upton -- Congressman
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Upton's amendment.

The University of Alabama Birmingham has been a leader
in research on fighting COVID. They have developed a new
drug that is actually a drug to treat type two diabetes that
they have found will reduce the mortality rate threefold.
And when we talk about populations that desperately need
relief from the COVID pandemic, or minority communities, the
world communities, that is where we see the highest
percentage of people suffering from diabetes and hypertension
and other issues that research is desperately needed to
address in regard to the COVID pandemic.

I would also like to point out that we need the NIH to

do more, in terms of -- on the drug overdose pandemic, what
we are experiencing. I think we saw last year that we had
over 70,000 people die from drug overdoses. I will check

those numbers to make sure, but I think that is what we saw.
And under this Administration's open borders policy, we are
going to see that number go up. The vast majority of
fentanyl and heroin are crossing our southern border. So we
are going to face a concurrent pandemic of dealing with drug
overdoses that I think we need to be addressing with NIH. I
served on the Oversight Committee with the congressman from
Maryland, Elijah Cummings. We held hearings, did a field
hearing at Johns Hopkins Hospital about dealing with the drug

overdose pandemic that we are dealing with. I think we need
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to put more money in NIH to address these issues, as well.

I will yield the balance of my time to any of my
colleagues who would like to speak on this.

*Mr. Guthrie. Would Mr. Palmer yield to -- this is
Brett Guthrie. Yield to me?

*Mr. Palmer. I yield to the gentleman.

*Mr. Guthrie. Thank you. Just for a couple of minutes,
and with my chair for the subcommittee, there are a lot of
these areas that we agree on. And I think you are going to
see this morning we agree on a lot of these amendments moving
forward, because this is a health care crisis. We are in the
middle of a health care pandemic.

Unfortunately, a lot of the things that we have
disagreements on on our side are in other committees because
it is not targeted towards a pandemic, is not targeted --

there is a lot of money spent in this bill that is not

directly -- and I am going to have an opportunity to offer
amendments on that, as well, later -- that is not targeted on
this pandemic. So that is what our concern 1is.

And a lot of people asked me, when we first started this
congress, "How is Congress going to go?''

And I said, "With an almost even split in the House, an
even split in the Senate, and the President talking about
uniting and working together, we are going to have a chance

to choose whether to work together to do some big things, or
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go down a partisan path.'' And unfortunately, the
reconciliation process, the way it is designed, is to go down
that path, and it is regrettable.

But we will agree on a lot of things this morning
because we are agreeing that it is a pandemic, and money
needs to be spent, targeted, focused on getting tests of
people, vaccines to people, getting our schools open because
of -- health care relief, and provider relief, those are the
things we are going to be talking about today. So I
appreciate it. And unfortunately, we could have agreed on
this, and on a lot of this, I believe, moving forward.

So I will yield back to my friend from Alabama.

*The Chairman. Mr. Palmer, do you --

*Mr. Palmer. -- member that would use the last
remaining minute and a half.

*Ms. Eshoo. Will the gentleman yield?

*Mr. Palmer. I will yield to the gentlelady.

*Ms. Eshoo. Thank you, I appreciate it. I Jjust wanted
to add something to -- the issue was mentioned of states and
local governments.

This legislation is -- very large package is COVID-
related. There are many links in the chain. We all know, as
I do in my local community and my county, they hire the
mental health workers, they hire the social workers, they

hire the local PD, they hire the fire -- the first
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responders. These are all issues, in terms of funding, that
are COVID-related. It is vaccinations. It is supply chain.
It is many things. So I don't think that we should -- let me

put it this way. I think that we all value what takes place
in our local communities, whether it is a city, a county, or
states. And I know my Republican colleagues have been, you
know, very reluctant to do any kind of funding to them. They
have to turn in -- I came from local government -- they have
to turn in balanced budgets. So we need to partner with them
to help them backfill what they have already spent relative
to COVID expenses in our local communities. And that is a
very important element in this legislation.

So I thank the gentleman for yielding, and I just wanted
to get that on the record.

*Mr. Palmer. Mr. Chairman, I have 20 seconds to

respond.
*The Chairman. Sure.
*Mr. Palmer. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I would just say

that, particularly in reinstating the state and local tax
deduction, so many states, particularly the failed states,
will not stop the exodus of citizens from those states. And
I am all for helping states, but that trillion or so dollars
that hasn't yet been spent, a lot of that money is at the
state level.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, for your indulgence, and I
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yield back.

*The Chairman. I thank the gentleman. Next we go to --
Mr. McNerney is recognized for five minutes.

*Mr. McNerney. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to
strike the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Mr. McNerney. Well, you know, I would guess that
everyone here agrees that a lot of money is needed for
research. And indeed, the American Rescue Package provides
$5.2 billion to the Biomedical Advanced Research and
Development Authority to support advanced research,
development, manufacturing, production, and purchase of
vaccines, therapeutics, and so on. Moreover, there is other
avenues for research within this package.

Unfortunately, passage of the amendment provided by my
friend, Mr. Upton, would significantly delay the entire
package by causing it to unravel. So -- and this is urgently
needed money for the American people. Therefore, I oppose
this amendment, and ask my colleagues to give relief to the
American people as soon as possible by opposing this
amendment. And what I would do is ask if any of the
Democratic colleagues would like time.

[Pause. ]

*Mr. McNerney. If not, I will yield back.

*Mr. Cardenas. This is Tony Cardenas, can you hear me?
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I would like a few seconds, i1f I might.

*Mr. McNerney. Yes, Tony. I will yield to Tony
Cardenas.

*Mr. Cardenas. Thank you. I just want to say, as a
former state budget chairman in the state legislature in
California, it was mentioned earlier about how the states are
not doing that bad, or the local governments are not doing
that bad.

With all due respect, when we had a downturn in our
economy, there are tricks that governments that have to
balance their budget every 12 months -- unlike the federal
government -- there are tricks that they do. They beg,
borrow, and steal, and then eventually, hopefully, in a year
or two or three or four, they can actually re-massage the
process and get that money back to where it truly belongs.
And so please understand that, especially when it comes to
local governments that depend -- like in California, local
governments depend a lot on sales tax —-- there is no
question, ladies and gentlemen, that we witnessed the
tremendous downturn in the economy and when it comes to sales
taxes, down dramatically.

So I am just saying for us to consider a solution -- to
look at packages that are only $600 billion, that have almost
nothing to help our state and local governments, as Anna

mentioned, who hire the nurses and doctors, et cetera, to
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provide the support to the communities that we, fortunately,
in America and as Americans take for granted in good times, I
just wanted to mention that there is no question that the
state and local government portion of what we are trying to
do here is lifesaving, ladies and gentlemen. Thank you.
Thank you so much for yielding, and I yield back.

*The Chairman. Mr. McNerney has the time.

*Mr. McNerney. All right, Mr. Chairman, I am going to
yield back.

*The Chairman. He yields back.

At this point nobody -- oh, there is no Republican with
their hand up, so I am going to move to Mr. Soto, recognize
Mr. Soto for five minutes.

*Mr. Soto. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Joe Biden ran on stopping COVID-19, providing key
economic relief, and building back better. He promised to go
big to launch a massive effort to end this pandemic. And he
won. He won, and this is his bill. This is our bill, the
American Rescue Plan. This is the big response our country
is asking for, not to go small or to undermine this effort,
like we see with a host of amendments we will see over the
course of the next day or so.

We are in crisis. The American people get it. Do you?
I keep hearing stories about those who lost folks, those who

are sick or unemployed, who have lost their small businesses.
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I keep hearing about closed schools, small businesses hanging
on by a thread, and families just struggling to make it. And
I hear stories about vaccine shortages, folks waiting for
appointments. We have these similar tragic stories playing
out every day in our district, too. So I agree we have to do
something about it.

The American Rescue Plan will address these issues
facing all of our constituents, yours and mine. But just so
we are clear, I showed up to vote for this bill, and you have
showed up to vote against relief for them, to vote against
relief for your constituents. So what are you talking about?
Using stories to justify denying relief makes no sense. The
arguments make no sense, and the American people know it.
That is why 70 percent of them support the American Rescue
Act that we are voting on.

We learned a valuable lesson from the Great Recession.
We negotiated. We made concessions in good faith. And what
happened? We still had a bill where most of the other side
of the aisle voted against it. This was a critical error.
The lesson of history is that the American Investment Act --
Reinvestment Act was too small. The Great Recession lasted
18 months, and it was the longest period of economic decline
since World War II. 1In Florida, we suffered a housing market
collapse, and our economy didn't bounce back 'til 2012, 4

years later. Untold misery occurred during that period of
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time.

And so we are not fiddling around anymore on these
issues. We have a time-sensitive both pandemic and economic
crisis to deal with. That is what we are here to discuss
today. We ask everyone to join us. And soon you will get
the choice today, one way or another. Either way, we
promised the American people we would go big, we would crush
the pandemic, and save lives and livelihoods. And with this
vote today or tomorrow, we will.

Thank you, Chairman. I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Soto. I would remind my
Democratic colleagues that you don't have to encourage the
Republicans to offer amendments for hours or days on end.
They may do it, but we don't have to encourage it.

Can I -- I don't have anybody else who wants to speak at
this point on the Upton amendment. Anyone else want to speak
on 1it?

Fred?

Oh, no, Fred can't, he already spoke. All right.

*Mr. Upton. Can I ask for --

*The Chairman. Does someone want to —-- you want someone
to yield you time, Fred?

*Mr. Upton. Well, I was just going to ask for a
recorded vote.

*The Chairman. Oh, okay, all right. We will move to a
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vote, then. Let me get to my notes here.
So there being no further debate, we will proceed to a

vote on the Upton amendment to the AINS. We are going to go

right to a recorded vote, so please -- I wanted to remind
everyone to unmute yourself, so we can -- so the clerk can
hear you.

So, you know, like, say, "Fred Upton votes yes,'' or --

so we know who it is.

Those in favor will say aye, those opposed will say no,
and the clerk shall call the roll. Unmute yourselves.

*The Clerk. Mr. Rush?

*Mr. Rush. No.

*The Clerk. Mr. Rush votes no.

Ms. Eshoo?

*Ms. Eshoo. Eshoo votes no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Eshoo votes no.

Ms. DeGette?

[Pause. ]

*The Chairman. She is not going to be here today, I
don't think.

*The Clerk. Mr. Doyle?

*Mr. Doyle. Mr. Doyle votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Doyle votes no.

Ms. Schakowsky?

*Ms. Schakowsky. No.
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*The Clerk.

Mr. Butterfield?

*Mr. Butterfield.

*The Clerk.

Ms. Matsui?

*Ms. Matsui.

*The Clerk.

Ms. Castor?

*Ms. Castor.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Sarbanes?

Ms.

Mr.

Schakowsky votes no.

Butterfield wvotes no.

Butterfield wvotes no.

Matsui votes no.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

*Mr. Sarbanes.

*The Clerk.

Mr. McNerney?

Mr.

*Mr. McNerney.

*The Clerk.
Mr. Welch?
[Pause. ]

*The Clerk.

*Mr. Welch.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

*The Chairman.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Tonko?

*Mr. Tonko.

*The Clerk.

Mr.

Mr.

Mr.

Matsui votes no.

Castor votes no.

Castor votes no.

Sarbanes votes no.

Sarbanes votes no.

McNerney votes no.

McNerney votes no.

Tonko?
Welch votes no.
Mr. Welch votes no.

Welch votes no.

Tonko of New York votes

Tonko votes no.

no.

105



2221

2222

2223

2224

2225

2226

2227

2228

2229

2230

2231

2232

2233

2234

2235

2236

2237

2238

2239

2240

2241

2242

2243

2244

2245

Ms. Clarke?

*Ms. Clarke. Ms. Clarke votes no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Clarke votes no.

Mr. Schrader?

*Mr. Schrader. Schrader votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Schrader votes no.

Mr. Cardenas?

*Mr. Cardenas. Cardenas of California votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Cardenas votes no.
Mr. Ruiz?

*Mr. Ruiz. Mr. Ruiz from California wvotes no.
*The Clerk. Mr. Ruiz votes no.

Mr. Peters?

*Mr. Peters. Peters votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Peters votes no.

Mrs. Dingell?

*Mrs. Dingell. Mrs. Dingell votes no.
*The Clerk. Mrs. Dingell votes no.
Mr. Veasey?

*Mr. Veasey. Veasey votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Veasey votes no.

Ms. Kuster?

*Ms. Kuster. Kuster votes no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Kuster votes no.

Ms. Kelly?

106



2246

2247

2248

2249

2250

2251

2252

2253

2254

2255

2256

2257

2258

2259

2260

2261

2262

2263

2264

2265

2266

2267

2268

2269

2270

*Ms. Kelly. Kelly votes no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Kelly votes no.

Ms. Barragan?

*Ms. Barragan. Barragan votes no.
*The Clerk. Ms. Barragan votes no.
Mr. McEachin?

*Mr. McEachin. Mr. McEachin votes no.
*The Clerk. Mr. McEachin votes no.
Ms. Blunt Rochester?

*Ms. Blunt Rochester. Blunt Rochester votes
*The Clerk. Rochester votes no.

Mr. Soto?

*Mr. Soto. Soto votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Soto votes no.

Mr. O'Halleran?

*Mr. O'Halleran. O'Halleran votes no.
*The Clerk. Mr. O'Halleran votes no.
Miss Rice?

*Miss Rice. Rice votes no.

*The Clerk. Miss Rice votes no.

Ms. Craig?

*Ms. Craig. Craig votes no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Craig votes no.

Ms. Schrier?

*Ms. Schrier. Schrier votes no.

no.
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Clerk. Ms. Schrier votes no.
Trahan?

Trahan. Trahan votes no.

Clerk. Mrs. Trahan votes no.
Fletcher?
Fletcher. Mrs. Fletcher votes no.
Clerk. Mrs. Fletcher votes no.
Rodgers?
Rodgers. Mrs. Rodgers votes aye.
Clerk. Mrs. Rodgers votes aye.
Upton?

Upton. Mr. Upton votes aye.
Clerk. Mr. Upton votes aye.
Burgess?

Burgess. Burgess votes aye.
Clerk. Mr. Burgess votes aye.
Scalise?

Scalise. Mr. Scalise votes aye.
Clerk. Mr. Scalise votes aye.
Latta?

[No response.]

*The

*Mr.

*The

Mr.

Clerk. Mr. Guthrie?
Guthrie. Guthrie votes aye.

Clerk. Mr. Guthrie votes aye.

McKinley?
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*Mr. McKinley. McKinley votes aye.
y y

*The Clerk.

Mr. McKinley votes aye.

Mr. Kinzinger?

*Mr. Kinzinger. Kinzinger, aye.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Griffith?

Mr. Kinzinger votes aye.

*Mr. Griffith. Mr. Griffith votes aye.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Griffith votes aye.

Mr. Bilirakis?

*Mr. Bilirakis. Bilirakis votes aye.

*The Clerk.
Mr. Johnson?
*Mr. Johnson.
*The Clerk.
*Mr. Johnson.
*The Clerk.
Mr. Long?

[No response.
*The Clerk.
*Mr. Bucshon.
*The Clerk.
Mr. Mullin?
*Mr. Mullin.
*The Clerk.

Mr. Hudson?

Mr. Bilirakis votes aye.

Mr. Johnson votes aye.
Mr. Johnson --
Yes, Mr. Johnson votes aye.

Mr. Johnson votes aye.

]

Mr. Bucshon?
Mr. Bucshon votes aye.

Mr. Bucshon votes aye.

Mullin is aye.

Mr. Mullin votes aye.
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2321 *Mr. Hudson. Hudson votes aye.
2322 *The Clerk. Mr. Hudson votes aye.
2323 Mr. Walberg?

2324 *Mr. Walberg. Walberg votes aye.
2325 *The Clerk. Mr. Walberg votes aye.
2326 Mr. Carter?

2327 *Mr. Carter. Carter votes aye.
2328 *The Clerk. Mr. Carter votes aye.
2329 Mr. Duncan?

2330 *Mr. Duncan. Mr. Duncan of South Carolina votes aye.
2331 *The Clerk. Mr. Duncan votes aye.
2332 Mr. Palmer?

2333 *Mr. Palmer. Mr. Palmer votes aye.
2334 *The Clerk. Mr. Palmer votes aye.
2335 Mr. Dunn?

2336 *Mr. Dunn. Mr. Dunn votes aye.
2337 *The Clerk. Mr. Dunn votes aye.
2338 Mr. Curtis?

2339 *Mr. Curtis. Curtis votes aye.
2340 *The Clerk. Mr. Curtis votes aye.
2341 Mrs. Lesko?

2342 *Mrs. Lesko. Lesko from Arizona votes aye.
2343 *The Clerk. Mrs. Lesko votes aye.
2344 Mr. Pence?

2345 *Mr. Pence. Pence votes aye.
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2346 *The Clerk. Mr. Pence votes aye.

2347 Mr. Crenshaw?

2348 *Mr. Crenshaw. Mr. Crenshaw votes aye.
2349 *The Clerk. Mr. Crenshaw votes aye.

2350 Mr. Joyce?

2351 *Mr. Joyce. Joyce votes aye.

2352 *The Clerk. Mr. Joyce votes aye.

2353 Mr. Armstrong?

2354 *Mr. Armstrong. Armstrong votes yes.

2355 *The Clerk. Mr. Armstrong votes aye.

2356 Mr. Pallone?

2357 [No response.]

2358 *The Clerk. Chairman Pallone?

2359 *The Chairman. I vote -- Pallone votes no.
2360 *The Clerk. Chairman Pallone votes no.
2361 *The Chairman. Does any member have not -- who has not

2362 voted?

2363 Yes?

2364 *Mr. Latta. Mr. Chair, how is Latta recorded?

2365 *The Chairman. Madam Clerk?

2366 *The Clerk. There is no recorded vote for Mr. Latta.
2367 *Mr. Latta. Latta votes aye.

2368 *The Clerk. Mr. Latta votes aye.

2369 *Mr. Latta. Thank you.

2370 *The Chairman. Anyone else who hasn't voted?
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[No response.]

*The Chairman. Does any member want to vote, or change
his or her vote?

[No response.]

*The Chairman. Okay, if not, the clerk will report the
tally.

*The Clerk. On that vote, Mr. Chair, the yeas were 25,
the nays were 31.

*The Chairman. Okay, thank you, Madam Clerk. The vote
is 25 ayes to 31 noes. The amendment is not agreed to.

Are there any other amendments to the AINS, amendments
to the amendment in the nature of a substitute?

*Mr. Scalise. Mr. Chairman, I have an amendment at the
desk.

*The Chairman. Who would that be?

*Mr. Scalise. This is Congressman Scalise.

*The Chairman. Oh, Mr. Scalise. Okay, let's go back
and -- the clerk, do you have the Scalise amendment?

*Mr. Scalise. It would be number 39, Mr. Chairman.

*The Chairman. Number 39.

*The Clerk. Yes, I have it.

*The Chairman. Okay, the clerk will report the Scalise
amendment.

*The Clerk. Amendment to the amendment in the nature of

a substitute to committee print relating to public health,
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offered by Representative Scalise of Louisiana. Page three,
after line --

*The Chairman. Without objection, Madam Clerk, without
objection, the reading of the Scalise amendment will be
dispensed with.

[The amendment of Mr. Scalise follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********
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*The Chairman. And --

*Ms. Kelly. Mr. Chair, I reserve a point of order.

*The Chairman. Yes, the point of order is reserved by
Ms. Clarke. 1Is that correct?

Oh, Ms. Kelly, our vice chair. Yes, our vice chair
reserves a point of order, and the Republican whip is
recognized for five minutes in support of his amendment.

*Mr. Scalise. I thank you, Mr. Chairman. I think we
all agree in all the COVID relief bills the main focus 1is on
confronting this virus, rounding the corner, and helping
families and small businesses who are struggling.

And based on where we are today, thank God we all came
together in a very bipartisan way over previous relief
packages to properly fund Operation Warp speed, which was
President Trump's plan to confront the vaccine -- the virus
with, not just one, but now two proven vaccines that have
been given FDA approval, as well as another that is about to
come online. And so part of what we did with Operation Warp
Speed was allow the President, President Trump, to start mass
producing that wvaccine, so that we can get shots in the arms
of people as soon as it is approved. We have those two
approved. And in fact, if you look at where we are going, we
are already over a million-and-a-half vaccines a day that are
being put in the arms of people.

What this amendment does, Mr. Chairman, is it calls on
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2430 the Secretary of HHS to put together a plan to continue to
2431 ramp that up. We should have a goal of getting, not 100
2432 shots in arms in the first 100 days of the Biden

2433 Administration. But in fact, we can do 200 million shots in
2434 arms 1if we all pull together, and if we are all bold.

2435 I have been calling on the Biden Administration to put
2436 this plan in place for weeks now. I know initially, when
2437 they said that they came in office, they tried to say there

2438 was no plan. Well, I want to show you on this chart, Mr.

2439 Chairman. This 1s where we started when the vaccines came
2440 online. The red line indicates when President Biden took the
2441 oath of office. We were already increasing to well over

2442 800,000 shots a day prior to President Biden taking the

2443 taking the oath office with this plan that has gotten us to
2444 now over a million-and-a-half a day. That is the Trump plan.
2445 And President Biden has adopted it, embraced it. It is kind
2446 of hard to say there is no plan when you walked in the door
2447 with two proven vaccines and over 800,000 shots a day being
2448 given to people for a wvaccine.

2449 But what I am suggesting, Mr. Chairman, is that we need
2450 to keep pushing to do more, keep pushing to do better.

2451 And so we have heard a lot of talk about what is in the
2452 bill, what is not in the bill. Clearly, there is hundreds of
2453 billions of dollars in this package that has nothing to do

2454 with COVID relief and, in fact, bailing out states that were
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2455 failing prior to COVID with hundreds of billions of dollars,
2456 a suggestion that these states are just completely shut down
2457 without extra money.

2458 Look, just look at California Governor, Gavin Newsom,
2459 just last week announced more than $10 billion in additional
2460 money that his state has. I think if you look at his quotes,
2461 Mr. Chairman, the California governor last week said, "We are
2462 announcing today $10.3 billion of additional cash above our
2463 projections.'' That was just last week from Governor Newsom.
2464 He talked about how he is going to use that to do more

2465 things, put more vaccines out there. Of course, we fully
2466 funded the vaccines that we have today, this chart right
2467 here.

2468 What you look at, though, is what we still can do.

2469 Again, we have called on the administration, the Biden

2470 Administration, to put together a plan to go above the Trump
2471 Plan, to go to 200 million in the first 100 days. For

2472 whatever reason, they won't get that to us. But this urges
2473 them to do it.

2474 But what it also does is even more important. And it

2475 says, once they do that, we don't have to come back to

2476 Congress. We don't have time to wait. I know it has been
2477 suggested earlier, you know, some are saying we should wait
2478 for another day. I would just repeat what our ranking

2479 member, Mrs. McMorris Rodgers, said: Why not today? If the
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Administration does come back with that plan to do 200
million vaccines and shots in arms in the first 100 days,
they shouldn't have to wait to come back to Congress to get
that done. We have got a bill right here, right now. And if
the chairman accepts this amendment, it will be in the bill
and now we will be able to get more shots in people's arms.

Look, when you go through all of the things that are
funded in this bill that have nothing to do with COVID, like
hundreds of billions to bail out failed states, why not do
more to put vaccines in the arms of people? They have given
checks to people that are here illegally. You got super-
spreader caravans coming up through our southern border. Why
not put more shots in the arms of people, as some others have
suggested?

There is talk that there is going to be a billionaire
bailout in this bill. What does that have to do with COVID?
Let's put more shots in the arms of people. With this
amendment we not only go on record saying that we want the
Administration to put that plan on paper, but once that plan
is there, to get 200 million shots in the arms of people in
the first 100 days, they don't need to come back to Congress,
it will be fully funded.

The best way to round the corner, to safely reopen
schools, to get our economy back on track is to get more

vaccinations in the arms of Americans. Let's do it now. I
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urge adoption of the amendment, Mr. Chairman, and I yield
back.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Scalise.

We got -- we have lots of people that want to speak.
Next, in order of seniority, is Ms. Eshoo, recognized for
five minutes.

*Ms. Eshoo. Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I move to
strike the last word.

For the new members of the committee, you may not
realize this, but Mr. Scalise and I have been pals for a long
time. So --

*Mr. Scalise. And still will be after today.

*Ms. Eshoo. -- what I am going to say -- yes. No, we
still will be. We still will be. These are honest
disagreements.

I rise in opposition to the amendment because it
violates the Byrd Rule, and it would derail this critically
important bill.

Look, I share my colleague's enthusiasm for getting more
vaccines in the arms of the American people. I stated that
in my opening remarks. President Biden has put together a
plan -- and those two words should be in capital letters,
because we didn't have a plan before. We do now. The first
100 days of his administration, 100 million doses for people

to be vaccinated with. Is that enough? ©No. But there is a
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plan, and there are dollars in this legislation for it.

As of this week, the Biden-Harris Administration is
sending out 11 million doses a week, nationwide. This is a
28 percent increase in delivered doses since the new
Administration took office that -- they took office January
20th, my friends.

I also want to really counter some of the things that
Mr. Scalise said. We don't have failed states in our
country. We have shortages of resources. This isn't about

failed states. This is not about the old trope about border,

and immigrants, and illegals. Don't drag that stuff around
anymore. It is so unpleasant. And it is really not factual.
We know that states and local governments -- I know, I

did it for 10 years. I know what the public health
departments did in the county. I know that cities hire first
responders. I know that states across the country, not just
California, have advanced many of their rainy-day funds,
their reserves for COVID-related expenses. We are the United
States of America. We are not failed states. This is about
a partnership.

And I might add that the National Governors Association,
bipartisan, the National Association of Counties, bipartisan,
the National Association of Cities, bipartisan, the mayors
across the country, all bipartisan, support that.

So unfortunately, I think this amendment would slow down
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the resources that we are trying to get out the door. It
would likely result in the committee's legislative
recommendations exceeding the reconciliation directive, and
that is too slippery of a slope to approach.

So, for all of these reasons, I oppose my pal's
amendment, and I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Ms. Eshoo. Next we go to the
committee ranking member, Mrs. Rodgers, recognized for five
minutes.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I strongly
support Mr. Scalise's amendment, and I urge all our
committees to, as well, all my colleagues on this committee
to strongly support -- consider supporting this amendment.

To crush this virus we need to be bold. And what we are
simply asking is let's find out what it would take. The --
my colleague before me was saying that there was a plan.
Well, I think there are still a lot of gaps. There are still
a lot of questions that remain unanswered. And what really
is the plan from the Biden Administration? Simply throwing
$1.9 trillion around? Spending money is not a plan.

We would like to know how many jobs, how many vaccines
will it help get in people's arms? How many small businesses
is this 1.9 trillion going to rescue? How will it ensure
that it is targeted to save lives, and reopen our economy,

get our kids back to school, restore our way of life? And
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that is what we are seeking to have answered. That is a
plan.

We need to get the vaccine in people's arms, and we need
to lead with the same urgency that we did to develop these --
the vaccines through Operation Warp Speed. What we are
seeking is urgency. And we have -- we are on a great pace.
We need to be identifying where those gaps are, so that we
can even do more. President Biden stated numerous times that
his COVID-19 vaccination goal of 100 million vaccinations in
his first 100 days, that is the goal that was already close
to being met by his predecessor.

Let's be bold. Let's really figure out what it is going
to take to protect our most vulnerable populations, get
people back to work, give people the courage to dream again.
We need to increase the vaccination rate. During the last
amendment, my colleague, Angie Craig, she said we need to
increase the supply of vaccines. Let's do it. I hope that
we can do it through this amendment, and I hope that she will
join us in supporting this common-sense amendment.

It is support for families like Carla's in my district.
Carla is a mom of three teenagers. They want life to go back
to normal. She is a softball coach. Sixty percent of her
team is in counseling for anxiety and depression. She has
had young athletes call her in the middle of the night who

are contemplating suicide. They don't see a way through it.
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Widespread vaccines to Americans is a way that we will get
through it. It is how we are going to reopen and restore our
way of life for our kids. If we don't set this ambitious
goal today, when will we? Let's do it today. Let's make
sure that this committee is leading the new way for America,
so we can come back stronger than ever.

With that, I am willing to yield to any of my colleagues
if they would like.

*Mr. Burgess. Yes, this is Burgess. Would you yield to
me?

*Mrs. Rodgers. Yes, I would, Dr. Burgess.

I yield to Dr. Burgess.

*Mr. Burgess. Thank you. I just wanted to make note of
the fact that, in one of my counties, Denton County, they
opened a vaccine hub a couple of weeks ago, and it has been
enormously successful. Obviously, the rate-limiting step is
the number of vaccines that are available. So we certainly
need to work on that.

But I would just hold up the experience in Denton County
as one that -- use that as a template in other areas. They
put up on their Denton County Health Department website a
sign-up for people in the so-called 1lb category. That is
people over the age of 65/under the age of 65 with other
certain medical conditions. They identified over 300,000

people who would be eligible in Denton County. And I do live
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2630 in an area where there is significant vaccine hesitancy, but
2631 still over 220,000 people enrolled in that, and they have
2632 proceeded. In fact, last week they were given an allotment
2633 of 12,000 vaccines. They all went out Tuesday, Wednesday,
2634 Thursday of last week. People reported a very satisfactory
2635 experience. It took just a minimal amount of time.

2636 We can do this. We have the technology, we have the
2637 manpower. We have the volunteer corps that is willing to
2638 provide this service to our constituents. So we should do
2639 nothing that would limit our ability to get this vaccine into
2640 the arms of people who are willing to take it.

2641 And so I thank Mr. Scalise for offering the amendment.
2642 I think it is an important part of what we do. Yes, we are
2643 capable of doing more. Let's do it.

2644 I yield back.

2645 *The Chairman. And Mrs. Rodgers yields back, as well,
2646 so we go to, in order of seniority, Ms. Castor, the

2647 gentlewoman from Florida.

2648 *Ms. Castor. Thank you, Chairman Pallone. I move to

2649 strike the last word --

2650 *The Chairman. The gentlewoman is recognized --
2651 *Ms. Castor. -- on and speak in opposition to the
2652 Scalise amendment.

2653 I think we are all moving in the same direction, and

2654 share the same goal to act as quickly as possible to improve
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America's vaccine distribution. The difference of opinion we
have here is that -- I think we share the sense of urgency,
but looking back we have to learn the lessons of the past.
And boy, it was a mess.

And thank goodness, since President Biden has come in,
we have seen significant improvement and a ramp-up in vaccine
distribution, and an eye to -- towards doing it in an
equitable way. I mean, Jjust since taking office, President
Biden has taken swift action to improve the distribution and
supply. He has required the development of a public
dashboard with real-time data. That is the chief complaint I
heard from my governor, Republican Ron DeSantis, and his
emergency operations team. They didn't know when they would
be receiving vaccine, how much they would be receiving. So
this has been a huge improvement. They now know the amount
of vaccine that will be on its way. And, you know, they
don't have to make false promises or provide false
information to folks across the State of Florida about when -
- about making appointments and such.

President Biden has also used the Defense Production Act
to accelerate the production of ancillary supplies necessary
for speeding vaccine distribution, especially those syringes,
to help get the extra dose out of the vial. And the Biden
Administration, with their national response team, has

purchased 100 million doses of the Pfizer and Moderna
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2680 vaccines, while shipping more out every week. But that is
2681 not going to be enough, and that is why we are here today, to
2682 continue the progress. But we have to pass the American
2683 Rescue Plan. And for a minute there, I thought

2684 Representative Scalise was arguing in favor of the American
2685 Rescue Plan, because we have got to make sure that folks on
2686 the ground have the resources that they need.

2687 So this committee print provides $7.5 billion for

2688 vaccine distribution and activities through the CDC. It
2689 establishes vaccine -- community vaccination centers. It
2690 ramps up mobile units, particularly to underserved areas.
2691 That is a real and present problem now, and we need to

2692 provide the funds to address it.

2693 And I want to associate myself with the remarks of my
2694 colleague, Scott Peters, when it comes to data and reporting.
2695 It is a mess. Our IT systems on data and health reporting
2696 are outdated. This bill will provide funds to modernize
2697 those systems. And then I hope in future months we will be
2698 able to address some incentives to avoid the manipulation of
2699 data that we saw here in my state of Florida and at the

2700 federal level.

2701 The -- this American Rescue Plan also provides

2702 significant resources to help with communication so people
2703 will know where, when, and how that they can get vaccinated.

2704 But we have got to be proactive, and it is only through this
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American Rescue Plan that we will be able to get there.

I have already seen a sea change with the Biden
Administration. Just yesterday, they were making --
announcing new appointments at pharmacies all across the
State of Florida. If we want that progress to continue, we
have got to act urgently, and we have got to act with in
accord with the plan, the American Rescue Plan.

So I encourage all of my colleagues to defeat this
amendment, and let's move on to the big package. Thanks.

I yield Dback.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Ms. Castor. Next I have Mr.
Latta, Bob Latta.

*Mr. Latta. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I
move to strike the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Mr. Latta. Well, thank you very much, Mr. Chairman. I
speak in support of the gentleman's amendment. It 1s so
important that we increase the number of doses. I am sure,
like many of you, every day I get the numbers first thing in
the morning, not only in the country, but across the State of
Ohio, in my district. I think today we are over 46.7 million
vaccines have been given, about 11.1 million in the State of
Ohio.

But we want to make sure that we are getting more

vaccines out there because, again, we want to make sure that
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we are getting our kids in K through 12 schools back in the
classroom because, you know, look at these numbers, the
number of children that failed in the last year, the numbers.
We want to make sure that our classrooms are opening back up.
Speaking with my colleges and universities, we want to make
sure that the universities are open across our country.

Just yesterday I got a call from an individual in my
district -- they own a couple of movie theaters -- and how
they have been hurt because they can't open up and really get
people back into the theaters. So it is so important that we
make sure that we are helping our small businesses across our
districts. And not only that, you know, think about our
restaurants out there, all those people who have been so hurt
across the entire country from not having the restaurants
open.

You know, the other day I saw a news report in New York
City where they are saying that during a blizzard -- well,
because of the blizzard you can't eat outdoors today. Well,
you know, we have got to get people back into the
restaurants. $So, again, we can't have these people out there
in our small, mom-and-pop shops hanging on by their
fingernails. So it is so important that we get the number of
vaccines up, and more people vaccinated across the country.

And so, with that, Mr. Chairman, I -- again, I do

support the gentleman's amendment. And if there is anyone on
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our side that would like the balance of my time, I will yield
to them at this time.

Mr. Carter?

*The Chairman. Does anyone want Mr. Latta's time?

Buddy? Mr. Carter?

*Mr. Carter. Yes, sir, could I have 1it?

*The Chairman. Yes.

*Mr. Latta. Yes, go ahead.

I yield to Mr. Carter.

*The Chairman. Buddy, you are recognized on Mr.

Latta's --

*Mr. Carter. Oh, thank you. Thank you. Mr. Chairman,
roughly just over one year ago we detected the first COVID-19
vaccines —-- or cases here in America. President Trump
immediately initiated Operation Warp Speed to develop
vaccines and therapeutics to treat the virus. Under his
leadership, Operation Warp Speed worked with the private
sector to develop and get two vaccines approved in just under
one year. We all know there was nothing short of a miracle.

Additionally, it appears that the Johnson and Johnson
vaccine could be approved in the coming weeks, possibly
getting three vaccines in distribution.

Before entering office, President Biden set a goal of
one million vaccinations a day. On President Trump's last

week in office we already averaged over 900,000 vaccines a
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day, and we are now over one million. There is no reason we
can't put a plan in action to increase this up to two million
vaccinations per day, especially with more vaccines coming
down the pipeline. We should be more ambitious, and we
should work together as Republicans and Democrats to
accomplish this for the good of the American people.

This amendment will help us put a plan and course of
action to accomplish this goal. I urge support from my
colleagues for Congressman Scalise's amendment.

Thank you, and I yield back.

*Mr. Guthrie. Mr. Latta?

*The Chairman. Mr. Guthrie is recognized.

*Mr. Guthrie. Yes, I Jjust wanted to agree with what Mr.
Carter said. If you look at where we were in Operation Warp
Speed, we were at 900,000, approaching a million. And what
we are saying is why don't we just be more expansive and move
forward?

The process is going to get better as we go forward,
anyway. We are getting better at it. There is real -- there
was real concern where states would -- were going to get
their allotment, but not know the exact date, the exact time,
and had to change appointments. Those are things that you
figure out as you move forward.

But we are above the million a day. We are already

meeting the goal the President set that, within a couple of
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weeks of him being in office, because of the previous work.
So what Mr. Scalise wants to do, let's up the standard, and
let's get to two million so we can get back to normal.

So I support the amendment, and ask my colleagues to do
-—- agree, as well.

*The Chairman. Does every -- Mr. Latta, do you yield
back?

I think he said yes.

*Mr. Latta. I yield back.

*The Chairman. Okay. So next -- I don't see any -- oh,
no, Dr. Schrier's hand is up.

Okay, Kim, you are recognized for five minutes.

*Ms. Schrier. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to
strike the last word.

I believe that the premise of this amendment is
unnecessary. President Biden has already revised upwards his
goal to 150 million in the first 100 days. And in addition,
if the Johnson and Johnson vaccine is approved and given
authorization, it will go up to 200 million. And so -- and
the resources are already there in this package. So I would
encourage my colleagues to vote no on this amendment, because
I believe it is unnecessary.

Thank you. I yield back.

*The Chairman. The gentlewoman yields back. Next is

David McKinley, who is recognized for five minutes.
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*Mr. McKinley. Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I
have got a procedural question first, and that is when we
were in committee room last year and the like, prior to the
COVID, we used to get a copy of the amendment. Do we all
have copies of that amendment?

*The Chairman. I believe they are emailed. Let me
check. They should be emailed. Did you get it, or --

*Mr. McKinley. I didn't get one. So let me -- could
you repeat again what is the amendment?

*The Chairman. This is the Scalise amendment --

*Mr. McKinley. I know it is the Scalise amendment. I
am saying what is it --

*The Chairman. You want me to summarize 1it?

*Mr. McKinley. Please, I will trust you.

*The Chairman. Well, why don't we let the --

*Mr. Scalise. I will be happy to --

*The Chairman. Mr. Scalise will summarize it.

*Mr. McKinley. Thank you.

*Mr. Scalise. Thanks. Yes. Mr. McKinley, the
amendment would, number one, urge the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to put together a plan to get to two million a
day in vaccines.

And look, we have been asking them this for weeks. I
have specifically asked the Biden Administration to put this

plan together to let us know what they need. I said,
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"Look, there are a lot of Republicans and Democrats who want
to up the goal, but you need to tell us what you need.'' And
they haven't been able to get us that answer.

So what happens if a week from now they just ram this
bill through, we don't do this, and a week from now the
Administration comes back and says, "Okay, now we know what
we need to ramp it up, here are the things we need''? The
bill is already gone. This amendment ensures that, once they
put that plan together, there is actual money in place to
implement it.

And again, we already have over a million a day. This
is when President Trump's Operation Warp Speed, through the
FDA, finally started approving vaccines to be administered.
And we were over 800,000-a-day shots, vaccines being put in
the arms of people, when Joe Biden took office as President
of the United States. So, you know, I know they like saying
there was no plan. I don't know if they think that these
vaccines fell out of the sky. Two vaccines got approved by
the FDA and over 800,000 vaccines a day were being put in the
arms of people when President Biden took the oath office. So
to say that 100 million in the first 100 days is a plan, that
was the Trump plan, and it was a great plan.

What we are saying is we know a lot more now. Let's put
the resources out there. If and when the Secretary of HHS

goes bigger and bolder, let's encourage them to do more.
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They can do more. But they told us they don't know what they
need. This amendment says, "Once you tell us what you need,
if you need more, here it is,'' as opposed to passing this
bill today, and they might not have the tools they need a
week from now. This gives them those tools. Let's not wait.
Let's do more. Let's be bolder.

*Mr. McKinley. Okay --

*The Chairman. And just so you -- let me Jjust repeat,
because I just checked again. So we asked everybody for
their email. I think we have all of them. If we don't, you

want to tell your staff to send us yours, but I think we have
them.

*Mr. McKinley. Yes, let me work that out. I will work
that out internally.

*The Chairman. Okay.

*Mr. McKinley. But I have got --

*The Chairman. As soon as -- like, as soon as Mr.
Scalise —-- as soon as the clerk calls it up, it gets emailed
out to you. All right?

*Mr. McKinley. Let me --

*The Chairman. So you are recognized.

*Mr. McKinley. Let me -- Mr. Chairman, let me strike
the last word and comment about the amendment.

*The Chairman. You are recognized.

*Mr. McKinley. So what I am understanding is there is
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merely trying to go to two million. I must be missing
something. Why would we not want to encourage to go to two
million?

We are seeing the benefits in West Virginia of getting
the vaccine out. We are seeing our schools opening up again.
Some of our businesses are trying to open up again. We are
seeing some benefits of this. Why in the world -- maybe I am
just missing something. There is something quietly in the
background here. Why isn't there -- why wouldn't we go to
two million?

I hear the debate on this. It is working in West
Virginia. I am sure it is working in some other areas. Why
wouldn't we encourage going to two million?

Now, I heard a few minutes ago someone saying about how,
after President Biden took office, it skyrocketed the amount
of vaccines that are available. I kind of find that little
offensive, Mr. Chairman, because they are acting as though --
was Donald Trump making the vaccine in the basement of the
White House? He had nothing to do with this. This was some
of the manufacturers, pharmaceuticals putting this thing out,
and they are getting better at it.

So why aren't we getting it in the arms of more people
across America? Because that was my opening statement I made
to you, was I think getting the vaccine should be our top

priority, far more than anything else that we are going to be
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working on today on all these amendments, getting that in the
arms of people, because that will open up our schools and
open up our businesses. So why in the world would someone
say, "I would rather stay at one million a day instead of
two''?

Let's be more aspirational. Let's reach out to try to
get this thing solved, rather than play political football
with this. So with that, Mr. Chairman, I am just at a loss
why we would not adopt two million a day, rather than one.
We see the benefit.

So unless someone else wants more -- the balance of my
time, I yield back.

*The Chairman. All right. Does Mr. Joyce want Mr.
McKinley's time?

*Mr. Joyce. Yes, Mr. Chair, I will gladly do that.

*The Chairman. You are recognized.

*Mr. Joyce. Thank you, Mr. Chair. I would like to
thank my friend, the Republican whip, Steve Scalise, for
offering this important amendment.

As we know, President Trump's Operation Warp Speed has
been successful at delivering multiple FDA-approved COVID-19
vaccines in less than a year. Again, this is truly an
accomplishment that is unparalleled in medical history.
These vaccines clearly are our pathway out of this pandemic,

and we must act now to ensure a quick distribution.
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This is why it is so disappointing to see the Biden
Administration back off of the bold leadership offered by
President Trump, and merely aim for the status quo. Now is
not the time to shrink away from leadership on this front.
When the Biden Administration began, one of their first steps
was to cloud the waters with and misrepresent the path that
had already been laid out for them. They made incorrect
statements that they were left with no plan, and put forth a
new plan that looked remarkably like the plan the President
Trump already had in place.

Mr. Scalise offers an amendment to double the current
pace. This is the exact type of leadership that many had
hoped the Biden Administration would have opted for. Our
constituents are counting on us to get their kids back into
school. Our constituents are counting on us to allow their
businesses to reopen.

I strongly urge each member of this committee to approve
this amendment, and I yield the remainder of my time.

*The Chairman. All right, Mr. McKinley, you yield back?

I guess he does. All right, we will go to -- Nanette

Barragan is recognized. Ms. Barragan is recognized for five

minutes.
*Ms. Barragan. Thank you -- to strike the last word and
oppose this amendment. I am --

*The Chairman. The gentlewoman is recognized.
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*Ms. Barragan. Thank you. I am hearing inaccurate
statements that -- I had to say let's remember that the
former Administration had multiple offers from Pfizer to get
additional doses so that there would be more vaccines for the
end of the second quarter of 2021, and the White House
refused, refused to order more vaccines and to lock them in.
So sure, we have a supply problem, but let's not forget one
of the reasons why we have this supply problem. It is
because the former Administration under Trump refused to take
the opportunity to -- those extra Pfizer vaccines.

We keep hearing about Operation Warp Speed. Great
program. But let's not forget, Pfizer vaccine was not funded
under Operation Warp Speed. The vaccine that every single
Member of Congress has, including my colleagues on the other
side, was not funded by Operation Warp Speed. So is it great
we have it? Absolutely. Is it great we did Operation Warp
Speed? Absolutely. But the Administration completely failed
to order more doses.

And number two, they failed to have a national strategy.
They basically said we will leave it up to the states. They
can do whatever they want. And it failed, completely failed.

So the need for this American Rescue Plan by the Biden
Administration is because of the failure of the prior
Administration. And we are seeing COVID-19 decimate

communities, including communities of color, low-income
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communities who are not having equal access to the vaccine.

Now, we have heard also from states claiming that there
was a huge miscommunication from the Trump Administration
about the number of vaccines that they could expect to
receive. The goals that were even set by the former
Administration fell woefully short. By December 31st, 2020,
fewer than 3 million individuals had received even 1 dose of
the vaccine, and total administered vaccine doses did not --
until January 23rd, 2021.

So make no mistake; there was no plan. Our Rescue Plan
is to put in that national plan. It is needed to get --
directly in the hands of community health centers and clinics
who are serving the under-insured and under-served
communities.

The amount -- there is also talk about, well, we don't
know where this money is going to go to. Nobody is telling
us. Well, I suggest you read what is in the American Rescue
Plan. To highlight just a few of those, so we understand
where that money is going to go from, because the plan is in
writing, this needs to be read. The American Rescue Plan
requests -- billion dollars for a -- COVID-19 vaccine -- and
distribution, including -- clinics and mobile vaccination --
a vaccine awareness campaign, and increasing the federal
medical assistance percentage to Medicare recipients of a

vaccine. It is also requesting $5 billion for research,
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development, and manufacturing vaccine and -- supplies.

There is specifics I can tell you about if you want to
know. Mobile units, let's talk mobile units, so critically
important. I serve a district that is the fourth poorest in
California. Ninety percent -- American. Go to our hospitals
and you could see who is getting infected at higher rates.
Our low-income communities, communities of color that,
frankly, were being left behind. This plan is going to make
sure there is mobile units so that we can get vaccines to
people in the communities.

We heard today about Denton, and having that be a model,
People could go online to get an appointment. People in my
district and across many districts across California and this
United States can't -- don't have access to the Internet. Or
maybe they are essential workers working 10-hour days because
they are driving a bus, or they are providing janitorial
services, or they are working in grocery stores. So guess
what? They don't have all day to stay on the Internet to try
to get that appointment. So we need to get a vaccine into
communities by getting it to the community health centers by
the mobile units, which is one of the things this plan will
invest in, and will make sure it is happening. So money is
needed to also go to administering this wvaccine.

And the last thing I want to quickly recognize is there

are now announcements and setups of vaccination sites that
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are going to be FEMA-run by the federal government, a
partner, now coming in to help do mass vaccination sites that
are critically, critically needed. And those are barely
starting to open up. But there is another investment in our
communities that are low-income, that are communities of
color, and those who should have access.

So sure, we need more vaccines. And let's just be clear
that we have a short supply because there was a refusal to
order those by the prior Administration. So this plan is
needed, sorely needed by the American people, and that is why
I support it.

And with that, Mr. Chairman, I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you. All right. Next, we have --
Mr. Upton is recognized for five minutes.

*Mr. Upton. Well, thank you, Mr. Chairman. I strike
the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Mr. Upton. And I don't think I will use all my time,
but I just want to say -- I want to remind my colleagues that
those of us that were here in the 1990s, we passed landmark
legislation to do something that was pretty important. We
doubled the money for the NIH. Henry Waxman and I were the
two leads in the House. John McCain and Paul Wellstone were
the two leads in the Senate. We got it done, and we funded

it.
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What Mr. Scalise has -- what Steve is trying to do here
is answer the question that is on everybody's mind: When am
I going to get my vaccine?

We were -- you know, thanks to Operation Warp Speed, and
working together in a bipartisan way, we are well on the way
to getting a million vaccines delivered into the arms of
Americans, a million a day. That is 100 million in 100 days.
We are on that path to do that. What our new President,
President Biden, is trying to do -- and he unveiled this a
couple of weeks ago -- to double that to get to 200 million.
We want to see that succeed.

I spent a considerable amount of time this morning with
my local county health department. My home county here in
southwest Michigan is about 170,000 people, or thereabouts.
They are getting 1,400 vaccines a week, way short of what we
need to do to get to 200 million a day in the first 100 days.
Next week, they have already been told, that count, which has
been roughly pretty stable, is going to be cut by 30 percent.
So the sites that they have already identified, you know,
they will get that count Friday. They will get it delivered
Monday or Tuesday.

They have got sites, so they did a site this week in one
of my school districts. All my -- many of my teachers were
able to qualify. They are already telling the school

district next week that, you know what? We are not going to
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be able to do what we promised, or what we thought we would
get only last week. It is going to be cut short.

Why is it that we can't answer the question of providing
the -- our new President with what he wants, that we all
want? Two hundred million in the first hundred days, that is
what this amendment does.

When you talk about COVID-related expenses and what we
ought to be doing, it is helping our small businesses, not
hurting them. It is about making sure that our companies
like Pfizer -- a great, great company in my district that is
making this vaccine, but Moderna, Johnson and Johnson -- that
they have the resources so that we can, in fact, deliver the
answer to what Americans of all walks of life really want in
every community across the country, not only our first
responders and our health care workers. And we are still not
up to speed in terms of providing all of them the shots yet.
But our seniors, we see these lines on TV, and sometimes
blocks long. We look at these stadiums with -- seems like an
endless drove of cars in line waiting for that shot.

I was visiting my grandson, who turned one year old this
last week. We went to -- it was out of state, and we went
to a local pharmacy, CVS. And the parking lot was full. The
answer was people were waiting for a vaccine, they were going
to call them on their cell phone to come in to get the --

roll up that sleeve to get that vaccine. We want to see that
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happen in every community. That is what this amendment does.
It ought to be bipartisan. It ought to be part of the
equation.

And maybe you change the number. You tell the Speaker.
You tell the chairman of the Budget Committee, instead of
1.9, it is going to be 1.902. 1In essence, an asterisk to try
and make sure that, in fact, we deliver on the promise, the
goal that our new President has of 200 million vaccines
delivered in the first 100 days, not just what we are already
on course to do, 100 million.

So I would urge all of us, certainly my Republican side,
but the Democratic side, as well, to say, you know what?
This is worth it. This is an answer to the question that
virtually every American has: When am I going to get my
vaccine? This is going to go a long way to deliver that.
And I would urge all my colleagues to vote for it, and I
yield to anyone on my side that would like my remaining --
oh, six seconds. I guess that is not worth it.

I yield back my time. Thank you, Mr. Chair.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Fred. ©Next is Darren Soto,
his hand is up. He is recognized for five minutes.
*Mr. Soto. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to strike

the last word. This is yet another sabotage amendment that
would break the reconciliation rules and kill the bill.

I think it is important we have a fact-check time.
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Thank you, Representative Barragan, for highlighting that
Pfizer was not -- it was not part of Operation Warp Speed.
This is the second time in two weeks we have had to bring up
that fact. Operation Warp Speed promised 20 million
vaccinations before the end of 2020. It failed miserably.
Tragically, fewer than 3 million Americans even received one
dose in that time period, by the end of 2020. They achieved
less than 15 percent of their goal, and we have folks calling
it a success. That is not a success. That is a failure.
And the American people understand this was a failure, and
that more Americans needlessly died because of this failure.

And that is why we have a new president. And President
Biden came in and got to work. He invoked the Defense
Production Act to accelerate vaccine supplies. He developed
a public dashboard so that we actually have transparency, and
purchased 100 million more doses of Pfizer and Moderna.

Even as important, Biden has provided wvaccine supply
certainty to states. Florida received a 16 percent increase
in our allotment to 307,000 doses a week. And we are
guaranteed this amount for the next few weeks. Under
President Trump, our state held back half our doses because
our vaccine allotments were only announced one week in
advance. We were literally fighting the pandemic in Florida
with one hand tied behind our back. Now, vaccines come off

the assembly line. They are quickly getting to states with
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reliable certainty weeks in advance, and shots are getting
into arms. Constituents can register online, go to health
departments, and now we have federally-qualified health
clinics. Publix and Walmart, under the federal pharmacy
program, are now in the mix,

In discussing the federal pharmacy program, a major
Florida leader stated this week, "This is a great day because
we are announcing the expansion of vaccine availability in
Florida, working with the Feds for about a month.'' That
leader? Our Republican governor, Ron DeSantis.

Biden's American Rescue Plan is working. That is why we
are here today to vote to support it and to continue this
expansion of vaccines so we could get back to normal.

Thank you, and I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Daren. Next is -- Gus
Bilirakis is recognized for five minutes.

*Mr. Bilirakis. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate
it very much. I rise in support of -- I strike the last word
by rising in support of Whip Scalise's amendment.

You know, folks, in my opinion Operation Warp Speed has
done a great job. Let's build, let's not get negative.

Let's build on this success with the current Administration.
I don't see a darn thing wrong with this amendment.
First of all, it doubles to 2 million vaccines over 100

days. I believe that is the case. I haven't -- I don't have
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3205 the amendment in front of me, unfortunately. And what is
3206 wrong with us setting these goals? Let's move forward.

3207 Let's don't look back. Let's move forward.

3208 And I am not --if I am not mistaken, Representative
3209 Scalise talked about HHS. What is wrong with asking HHS for
3210 advice on what they need? That is responsible, that is

3211 responsible legislation. Why wouldn't we want to do that?

3212 Why would we be against that? I just don't understand it.

3213 You know, and also, we need to train our health care
3214 officials to administer the vaccine. And also, we need more
3215 health care officials. So we do need more funds.

3216 So, you know, again, in Florida we made improvements.

3217 My friend, Mr. Soto, is right. I had a suggestion just the
3218 other day. I mean, our seniors in particular, when they sign
3219 up and they register for the vaccine, they shouldn't have to
3220 go back online and log in when they are informed that there
3221 are more vaccines available. But -- so the state listened to
3222 us. So you register once, and you get informed, you get a
3223 call back when the vaccine is available.

3224 We are making strides. We need to work together. And I

3225 believe that this amendment does just that.

3226 So I will yield back the balance of my time. Thank you.
3227 *The Chairman. Thank you, Gus.
3228 A lot of people still have their hand up, even though

3229 they spoke. But I -- so I think the only one that hasn't is
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Debbie, Debbie Lesko.

Is your hands still up?

*Mrs. Lesko. Yes, thank you, Mr. --

*The Chairman. You are recognized for five minutes.

*Mrs. Lesko. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to strike
the last word.

I am totally in support of Whip Scalise's amendment.
Only nine percent -- or I think less than nine percent -- of
this overall COVID relief package is actually dedicated to
vaccinations. Yet that is probably the biggest problem we
have right now in the United States. So why not ask the
powers to be (sic) what could get us more vaccinations so we
could solve 1it?

I can share with you what is happening in Arizona. I
have -- my district is -- has a huge senior citizen
population. And I can tell you, from firsthand experience,
that these folks are desperate. We are talking people in
their 80s and their 90s. Some of them don't have computers.
They are calling in, trying to get vaccine appointments.

And, you know, the phone lines are busy. As I said earlier
in my opening statement, last week there was 21,000
vaccination appointments available through the state website,
and it was snapped up. All the slots were filled in 39
minutes. We have constituents calling my office all the time

saying, "Help. How do we get more vaccines?''
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And so, because of this, there is obviously not a
problem with people wanting vaccines. I mean, that was --
originally people thought, okay, people are going to be
nervous about getting vaccines. Well, that is not the case
here in Arizona. We have more demand than we have supply.
Every night, just about, on our local TV stations there are
stories of senior citizens sharing how they are scared to
death because they are not able to get their vaccines. And,
you know, these people are in their 80s and 90s, and they
have to travel hours just to get over to the football
stadium, which operates 24 hours a day to vaccinate people.

And so the governor of our state, our two Democratic
Senators, Kyrsten Sinema and Mark Kelly. I led a letter --
we have all asked for more vaccines from the Biden
Administration, and so has all of the Republican Congress
members, and I believe all of the Democrat Congress members
from Arizona. We keep asking the Biden Administration and
FEMA for more vaccines, and so far we have been denied.

And so, to me, I keep hearing these stories, similar
stories from my colleagues about how there is this huge
demand and we are not getting enough vaccines. So why in the
world would we not want to approve an amendment of Mr.
Scalise's that says, "Let's get to the bottom of this, let's
figure out how we can get more vaccines,'' because this is

what people care about. I mean, I don't know about your
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districts, but this is what -- this is the number-one issue,
is people are scared to death. And if they can get more
vaccines, then more people can get back to work, more
businesses can open. You know, it is like that is what is
needed first.

And so I totally support Representative Scalise's
amendment, and I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you. Do we have any -- oh, Dan.
Okay, oh no, we have a whole bunch.

*Mr. Bucshon. Larry Bucshon wants to speak, Mr.
Chairman.

*The Chairman. All right, I think Larry is next, in
terms of seniority.

Dr. Bucshon, you are recognized.

*Mr. Bucshon. Thank you. Sorry, I had my video off for
a short period of time. I thought others ahead of me would
be speaking, but they didn't.

Look, we —-- you know, as it relates to viruses, of
course, you know, we don't want to forget about therapeutics.
But what is really critical in viral disease -- and that is
vaccinations. I mean, 1f you look historically, from a
medical standpoint, how do you deal with viral diseases? And
that is preventing people from getting the disease in the
first place, because, up until only really recently, when we

developed a treatment and cure for Hepatitis C, there was no
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substantial cure for a viral illness, once you have it. And
just some, like the measles and others, the chicken pox, your
body responds to them, and most of the time you recover.

So the critical thing for this disease is we have to get
people vaccinated. But there is just no other way, if we
want to decrease the death rates and case rates in this
country, we have to get more people vaccinated more quickly,
because the longer it takes to get our population vaccinated,
the longer it is going to take to develop a herd immunity for
people who haven't had the vaccine yet. And we are going to
continue to have cases.

I mean, it -- the virus is endemic. You are not going
to stamp out the virus by hoping that it goes away, or
treating people who have it. You are going to get it to go -
- to be minimized by getting people immune.

So this is a really important amendment that I support.
I mean, the faster we get people immunized -- again, remember
-— the faster we get the death rates down and, then
critically, we get our economy and our lives back. Because
the other things that we don't think about a lot is what are
the other detrimental effects? You are -- yes, there are
people that are -- that get the disease, and that is tragic
when we have deaths. And also, people are very sick. But
the other things that are happening in our society -- high

suicide rates, recidivism on drug and alcohol abuse, which I
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spoke to earlier on another amendment, child abuse cases not
being reported because kids aren't in school, where about
half the cases are reported by educators -- I mean, the list
is long.

So this is a critical amendment to up the rate of
vaccination so that we can get back to normal. We can cure
people -- well, prevent people from getting the disease, but
we can also get our lives back, and get our economy back, get
people back to work, and stop all these other problems, get
kids back in school. So I am very supportive of this, again,
from a medical standpoint, and how do you deal with a virus.
You prevent people from getting it, and that is what we need
to do here.

With that, I yield back. Thank you.

*The Chairman. Thank you. Next is John Curtis, who 1is
recognized for five minutes.

*Mr. Curtis. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Chairman, I move
to strike the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Mr. Curtis. Thank you. I would like to point out that
Pfizer did take advantage of the regulatory easing on
Operation Warp Speed, and I want to make sure that is very
clear, and that the government agreed to buy $200 million of
their doses.

And with that I yield my time to Buddy Carter.
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*Mr. Carter. I thank the gentleman for yielding, and I
want to make the same point that that Mr. Curtis just made,
and that is that Pfizer did benefit from Operation Warp
Speed. Granted, we appreciate everything they have done, but
not only did the --did we in the federal government guarantee
that we would buy vaccines from them so that they could go
ahead and manufacture, but also the original genome for the
virus came from the National Institutes of Health. So Pfizer
was assisted in that respect, as well. So I just want to go
on the record as stating that this is a correction to what
was said earlier, that Pfizer did indeed benefit from
Operation Warp Speed. At the same time, we appreciate
everything that Pfizer has done. They have gotten the
vaccine out, 1t has been very helpful.

Obviously, vaccines are the single most lifesaving
innovation in the history of medicine. And we have got to
get more vaccines out there. That is why we are making such
a big deal out of this.

And I will yield back to the gentleman from Utah.

*Mr. Curtis. Mr. Chairman, I yield my time.

Oh, let me yield to Gary Palmer.

*Mr. Palmer. I thank the gentleman. I just want to
really clarify a little -- put it a little more clearly what
these other gentlemen have been saying, particularly Dr.

Bucshon, that getting this up to 2 million vaccinations a
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day, and vaccinating 100 million people, a vote on this
amendment is really a vote on life and death.

If you look at the effectiveness of the wvaccines, it
should reduce infection rates by about 85 percent. But even
if someone gets COVID, it reduces the severity in a very
demonstrable way. So this is a life and death vote on this
amendment. We shouldn't even be talking about this, we ought
to just do it.

And I yield back to the gentleman from Utah, Mr. Curtis.

*Mr. Curtis. Thank you. Seeing none other of my
colleagues, I yield my time.

*The Chairman. Thank you. And next we go to Dan
Crenshaw for five minutes.

*Mr. Crenshaw. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to
strike the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Mr. Crenshaw. Thank you. Look, I -- it seems to me
that opposition to this amendment seems to be rooted in
continuing the false narrative that the Trump Administration
had no plan. Because if my Democratic colleagues were to
acknowledge that indeed the Trump Administration had a very
good plan called Operation Warp Speed, and then that plan
manifested into a distribution plan that resulted, by the
time Joe Biden took office, around a million vaccinations a

day, they would have to acknowledge that, and then they would
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have to further acknowledge that the Biden Administration's
current plan is just the same thing -- which is fine, it was
a good plan, but I don't know why we don't have -- I don't
know why we have such a problem simply asking them to do
better, and offering our assistance to do so.

There has been a lot of talk about Pfizer not being part
of Operation Warp Speed. That is not true, not true at all.
They received a contract for almost $2 billion back in July,
and contracting through the Operation Warp Speed program.

There is this other talk that the U.S. Government had
the option to purchase more from Pfizer, in particular. But
this neglects the fact that, in good governance, and
especially trying to plan ahead for vaccinations, you might
want to buy and contract with other companies creating the
vaccine, too, with a limited amount of resources, which is
exactly what that Administration did. I have heard no
arguments as to why that would not be a prudent thing to do.

Look, so instead of focusing on the past, and instead of
desperately trying to continue to win the election that was -
- that you already won, and trying to bash the Trump
Administration, why not look forward? Why not look forward?
Every single person here, I think, wants more wvaccines. I
don't know why this is such a hard thing to get behind.

I yield the remainder of my time to Representative

Scalise.
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*Mr. Scalise. Well, I thank my friend for yielding, Mr.
Crenshaw.

And, look, again, I don't know why some people want to
act like they are self-appointed fact checkers and say things
that just aren't accurate. This is a statement from Pfizer.
In December, December 23rd of 2020, where they talk about the
additional work that they are doing with the U.S. Government
to supply more vaccine -- in fact, 100 million more
vaccinations -- and they go on to say, "Securing more doses
from Pfizer-BioNTech for delivery in the second quarter of
2021 further expands our supply of doses across the Operation
Warp Speed portfolio.'' That is from the HHS Secretary.

And then you have got the CEO of Pfizer saying, "With
these 100 million additional doses'' -- the CEO of Pfizer --
"with these 100 million additional doses, the United States
will be able to protect more individuals and hopefully end
this devastating pandemic more quickly,'' said Albert Bourka,
chairman and CEO of Pfizer. "We look forward to continuing
our work with the U.S. Government and health care providers
across the country.''

Again, you don't have to like Donald Trump to at least
recognize that it was the Trump Administration. We were here
when there were no vaccines. Operation Warp Speed we all
worked on with the President to get Operation Warp Speed up

and running, fully funded, and other -- under President Trump
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we were ramping up, ramping up on vaccines every day until
when President Biden right here took office. Over 800,000
people a day were getting vaccinated. If you are going to
say that wasn't a plan, and -- where did these vaccines come
from? They came from Operation Warp Speed. You just saw the
CEO of Pfizer acknowledging that, and that they worked with
the U.S. Government to add an additional 100 million. And,
of course, you need two shots for somebody to be fully
vaccinated.

All we are saying is let's be more bold. We have asked
the Biden Administration to get us their data on what it will
take to get to 200 million in the first 100 days. The Trump
plan was 100 million. Let's be bigger. Let's be bolder.

But tell us what you need. And they haven't been able to do
that yet.

This amendment just says when they do, and hopefully it
is tomorrow or next week, but this bill will be gone by then.
Let's make sure in this bill we have given them the tools
they need to do it, to build on what has already been done
with Operation Warp Speed, but let's continue to do more.

And I would yield back to my friend from Texas, Mr.
Crenshaw.

*Mr. Crenshaw. Thank you. I yield back the rest of my
time.

*The Chairman. Thank you. I yield myself five minutes,
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and yield to Ms. Eshoo, whose hand is up.

*Ms. Eshoo. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to strike
the last word.

For the record, I think that there are some things that
are -- some issues that are being conflated here. Operation
Warp Speed, successful. We invested in that. We did the
right thing. Pfizer did not get a dime, take a dime. That
was their own choice. They did all of their own research and
development. What we did was to guarantee a market for that
vaccine i1if, in fact, it was approved by the FDA. It was
approved by the FDA. Thank God, thank God for all of that.
Thank God for all of that, and to the scientists and the work
that they did. NIH developed Moderna. Those are the two
vaccines that are out on the market now.

Where I fault the Trump Administration is when Pfizer
got their approval and went to the Trump Administration, they
said, "We will buy 100 million doses,'' which was limiting,

and then had a fit when Pfizer went to sell in the UK.

Now we are in the Biden Administration. They are
purchasing more from Pfizer, so that is all good. It is up
to 200 million doses. So I think it is important to know --

to have those facts on the record. The Biden Administration
is three weeks o0ld, three weeks old.
And going back to the limited contract with Pfizer, I

called Dr. Kadlec and said, "Why are you limiting the
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contract? Why are we not buying more from Pfizer?''

And he said, "Well, it is a long story, it is
complicated.'' It is this, it is that.

I said, "Why don't you start with the population of the
people of the United States of America? Doesn't that make
sense? We know we have to inoculate at least 300 million
people. Why not buy that dosage?'' But they didn't. They
limited it to 100 million doses.

Now the Administration is three weeks old. They are
buying more. And we are providing the resources in the
American Rescue Act for even more than that, the goal being
that 300 million Americans will be inoculated, receive the
vaccine, whether it is Pfizer, Moderna, hopefully Johnson and
Johnson, and hopefully another pharmaceutical company will
receive approval -- at least an EUA -- from the FDA.

So I think that, you know, to conflate this, we don't
have enough, we should be doing more, the more is on the
table. The more is on the table. It is in the bill. I
don't know who has read the bill or hasn't read the bill. It
seems to me that there are a lot of people that haven't read
the bill. They have read their amendments, written their
amendments. We are talking past each other. What you are
suggesting in your amendments is that we don't have enough,
we need to do more. The more is in the bill.

So I hope that this is somewhat enlightening, especially
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when it comes to Pfizer, because the Trump Administration had
the ability -- and I know that Pfizer offered more, but they
would only do a contract for 100 million doses. So go
figure. But those are the facts.

I yield Dback.

*The Chairman. I thank the gentlewoman, and I yield
back.

Now I see no other Republican, so I am going to move to
Mr. O'Halleran.

Mr. O'Halleran, Tom, you are recognized for five
minutes.

[Pause. ]

*The Chairman. Is he there?

*Mr. O'Halleran. Yes, he is here.

*The Chairman. All right.

*Mr. O'Halleran. I am just trying to get my picture up
there, but hopefully it gets up there in a second.

Anyway, not to lose time here, I am just trying to do
some simple math. At the end of December, we approved $20
billion for a vaccine. We are approving more in this bill.
I thought I heard a little while ago that 100 million doses
were bought back in the prior Administration from Pfizer for
$2 billion. You can buy a whole lot of vaccine for $20
billion plus another about $5 billion this time around. And

we have already bought 200 million doses. So -- at the end
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of January.

So we have a lot more -- I haven't seen where the
discrepancy is that we don't have any money to buy more
doses, and that we don't have money to buy more doses in the
hundreds of millions going forward between now and, say,
June. So i1f somebody can just let me know about that, I
would appreciate it. But that is the fact of how that bill
looked. And that is all I would like to know. The analysis
is do we have enough money or not enough money. It appears
we do have enough money to buy -- continue buying hundreds of
millions of doses, potentially. If the 100 million and 2
billion is correct, we have enough to buy, you know, 600,
700, 800 million doses right now without doing this
amendment. So -- and I yield.

*The Chairman. I don't see any other members that wish
to speak on the Scalise amendment.

*Ms. Kelly. Mr. Chair?

*The Chairman. Yes. Is that --

*Ms. Kelly. This is Robin Kelly. I withdraw my point
of order.

*The Chairman. Oh, thank you. Thank you, Madam Vice
Chair.

So we will -- if there is no further debate, we will
proceed to a vote on the Scalise amendment. Please unmute

yourselves so that we can hear your response to the voice
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3580 vote. Unless somebody is asking for a recorded one, we are
3581 going to go to a voice vote.

3582 All those in favor of the Scalise amendment will signify
3583 by saying aye.

3584 *Mrs. Rodgers. Mr. Chairman, we are asking for a

3585 recorded vote.

3586 *The Chairman. Okay, we will go to a recorded vote.
3587 Again, please unmute yourself, and please say, you know,
3588 "Pallone votes no,'' or "Rodgers votes yes,'' so we know who
3589 is saying it.

3590 Those in favor of the amendment will say aye, those
3591 opposed to the Scalise amendment will say no, and the clerk

3592 shall call the roll.

3593 *The Clerk. Mr. Rush?

3594 *Mr. Rush. Rush of Illinois votes no.
3595 *The Clerk. Mr. Rush votes no.

3596 Ms. Eshoo?

3597 *Ms. Eshoo. Eshoo of California votes no.
3598 *The Clerk. Ms. Eshoo votes no.

3599 Ms. DeGette?

3600 [Pause. ]

3601 *The Clerk. Mr. Doyle?

3602 *Mr. Doyle. Doyle votes no.

3603 *The Clerk. Mr. Doyle votes no.

3604 Ms. Schakowsky?
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3605 [No response.]

3606 *The Clerk. Mr. Butterfield?

3607 *Mr. Butterfield. Butterfield wvotes no.
3608 *The Clerk. Mr. Butterfield votes no.
3609 Ms. Matsui?

3610 *Ms. Matsui. Matsui votes no.

3611 *The Clerk. Ms. Matsuili votes no.
3612 Ms. Castor?

3613 *Ms. Castor. Ms. Castor votes no.
3614 *The Clerk. Ms. Castor votes no.
3615 Mr. Sarbanes?

3616 *Mr. Sarbanes. Sarbanes votes no.
3617 *The Clerk. Mr. Sarbanes votes no.
3618 Mr. McNerney?

3619 *Mr. McNerney. McNerney votes no.
3620 *The Clerk. Mr. McNerney votes no.
3621 Mr. Welch?

3622 *Mr. Welch. Mr. Welch votes no.
3623 *The Clerk. Mr. Welch votes no.
3624 Mr. Tonko?

3625 *Mr. Tonko. Mr. Tonko votes no.
3626 *The Clerk. Mr. Tonko votes no.
3627 Ms. Clarke?

3628 *Ms. Clarke. Ms. Clarke votes no.

3629 *The Clerk. Ms. Clarke votes no.
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Mr. Schrader?

*Mr. Schrader. Schrader votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Schrader votes no.

Mr. Cardenas?

*Mr. Cardenas. Cardenas of California wvotes no.
*The Clerk. Mr. Cardenas votes no.

Mr. Ruiz?

*Mr. Ruiz. Ruiz wvotes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Ruiz votes no.

Mr. Peters?

*Mr. Peters. Peters votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Peters votes no.

Mrs. Dingell?

*Mrs. Dingell. Dingell votes no.

*The Clerk. Mrs. Dingell votes no.

Mr. Veasey?

*Mr. Veasey. Veasey from Fort Worth votes no.
*The Clerk. Mr. Veasey votes no.

Ms. Kuster?

*Ms. Kuster. Kuster votes no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Kuster votes no.

Ms. Kelly?

*Ms. Kelly. Kelly from Illinois votes no.
*The Clerk. Ms. Kelly votes no.

Ms. Barragan?
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*Ms. Barragan. Barragan, no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Barragan votes no.
Mr. McEachin?

*Mr. McEachin. Mr. McEachin votes no.
*The Clerk. Mr. McEachin votes no.
Ms. Blunt Rochester?

*Ms. Blunt Rochester. Blunt Rochester votes
*The Clerk. Ms. Blunt Rochester votes no.
Mr. Soto?

*Mr. Soto. Soto votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Soto votes no.

Mr. O'Halleran?

*Mr. O'Halleran. O'Halleran votes no.
*The Clerk. Mr. O'Halleran votes no.
Miss Rice?

*Miss Rice. Rice votes no.

*The Clerk. Miss Rice votes no.

Ms. Craig?

*Ms. Craig. Craig votes no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Craig votes no.

Ms. Schrier?

[No response.]

*The Clerk. Mrs. Trahan?

*Mrs. Trahan. Trahan votes no.

*The Clerk. Mrs. Trahan votes no.

no.
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Mrs. Fletcher?

*Mrs. Fletcher. Fletcher votes no.

*The Clerk. Mrs. Fletcher votes no.

Mrs. Rodgers?

*Mrs. Rodgers. Mrs. Rodgers votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mrs. Rodgers votes aye.

Mr. Upton?

*Mr. Upton. Upton from Michigan votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Upton votes aye.

Mr. Burgess?

*Mr. Burgess. Burgess from Texas votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Burgess votes aye.

Mr. Scalise?

*Mr. Scalise. Mr. Scalise votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Scalise votes aye.

Mr. Latta?

*Mr. Latta. Latta votes aye.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Guthrie?

*Mr. Guthrie.

*The Clerk.

Mr. McKinley?

-— aye.

Guthrie votes aye.

Mr. Guthrie votes aye.

*Mr. McKinley. McKinley votes aye.

*The Clerk.

Mr. McKinley votes aye.

Mr. Kinzinger?
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*Mr. Kinzinger. Kinzinger, aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Kinzinger votes aye.
Mr. Griffith?

*Mr. Griffith. Griffith, aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Griffith votes aye.
Mr. Bilirakis?

*Mr. Bilirakis. Yes, Bilirakis votes
*The Clerk. Mr. Bilirakis votes aye.
Mr. Johnson?

*Mr. Johnson. Mr. Johnson votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Johnson votes aye.
Mr. Long?

[No response.]

*The Clerk. Mr. Bucshon?

*Mr. Bucshon. Mr. Bucshon votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Bucshon votes aye.
Mr. Mullin?

[No response.]

*The Clerk. Mr. Hudson?

*Mr. Hudson. Hudson votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Hudson votes aye.
Mr. Walberg?

*Mr. Walberg. Walberg votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Walberg votes aye.

Mr. Carter?

aye.
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3730 [No response.]

3731 *The Clerk. Mr. Duncan?

3732 *Mr. Duncan. Duncan votes aye.
3733 *The Clerk. Mr. Duncan votes aye.
3734 Mr. Palmer?

3735 *Mr. Palmer. Mr. Palmer votes aye.
3736 *The Clerk. Mr. Palmer votes aye.
3737 Mr. Dunn?

3738 *Mr. Dunn. Mr. Dunn votes aye.
3739 *The Clerk. Mr. Dunn votes aye.
3740 Mr. Curtis?

3741 *Mr. Curtis. Curtis votes aye.
3742 *The Clerk. Mr. Curtis votes aye.
3743 Mrs. Lesko?

3744 *Mrs. Lesko. Lesko from Arizona votes aye.
3745 *The Clerk. Mrs. Lesko votes aye.
3746 Mr. Pence?

3747 *Mr. Pence. Pence votes aye.

3748 *The Clerk. Mr. Pence votes aye.
3749 Mr. Crenshaw?

3750 *Mr. Crenshaw. Crenshaw votes aye.
3751 *The Clerk. Mr. Crenshaw votes aye.
3752 Mr. Joyce?

3753 *Mr. Joyce. Joyce votes aye.

3754 *The Clerk. Mr. Joyce votes aye.
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Mr. Armstrong?

*Mr. Armstrong. Armstrong votes yes.
*The Clerk. Mr. Armstrong votes aye.
Chairman Pallone?

*The Chairman. Pallone votes no.

*The Clerk. Chairman Pallone votes no.
*The Chairman. Ms. Schakowsky?

[No response.]

*The Chairman. I thought I heard her.
*Mrs. Rodgers. This is Cathy.

*The Chairman. Yes?

*Ms. Schakowsky. Ah, there we go. Schakowsky votes no.
*The Chairman. Mrs. Rodgers?

*Mrs. Rodgers. We —-- Markwayne Mullin is having trouble

connecting.

*Mr. Mullin. I am on now.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Oh --

*Mr. Mullin. I am on now, I just got on.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Okay, great. There he is.

*Mr. Mullin. So I -- you guys are going to have to --
*Mrs. Rodgers. This is a -- yes, just ask how you --
*The Chairman. How is Mr. Mullin recorded?

*Mr. Mullin. Or how did Armstrong vote?

*The Clerk. Mr. Mullin is not recorded.

*Mr. Mullin. How did Kelly -- I vote yes.



3780

3781

3782

3783

3784

3785

3786

3787

3788

3789

3790

3791

3792

3793

3794

3795

3796

3797

3798

3799

3800

3801

3802

3803

3804

*The

*The

*The

correct?

*The

*Ms.

*The

*Ms.

*The

*The

*The

recorded?

*Mr.

*The

Kim Schrier?

*The

*The

*Ms.

*The

Chairman.

Clerk.

Chairman.

Clerk.

Schakowsky.

Clerk.

Schakowsky.

Chairman.

Clerk.

Chairman.

Mullin. I

Chairman.

Clerk.

Chairman.

Schrier.

Chairman.

[No response.]

*The

to vote?

*The

*Mr.

Chairman.

Clerk.

Griffith.

are voting on?

Mr.

Ms.

Ms.

Ms.

How 1is Ms.

Ms.

I don't have a recorded vote for her,
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Vote yes, okay.
Mullin votes aye.

And Ms. Schakowsky is recorded as a no,

I am a no.

Schakowsky is no.
Mr. --

Schakowsky wvotes no.
Okay. Is there anyone else who is not
am out on --
Markwayne voted yes. All right.
Schrier recorded?

Schrier is not recorded.

Ms.

Schrier, can you hear us?

Kim Schrier.

How do you want to vote?

Ms. Schrier, did she say how she wants

sir.

Mr. Chairman, can you clarify what we
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*The Chairman. We are voting on the Scalise amendment,
which -- I mean, I guess I could ask him to describe it.

*Ms. Schrier. Ms. Schrier votes no. I don't know if
you can hear me.

*The Chairman. We can. Madam Clerk, how is Ms.
Schrier --

*Mr. Carter. Mr. Chairman, this is Buddy Carter. Can
you hear me?

*The Clerk. Ms. Schrier votes no.

*The Chairman. All right, Ms. Schrier is a no. Mr.
Carter, is he recorded?

*The Clerk. Carter is not recorded.

*Ms. Schrier. Schrier votes no.

*Mr. Carter. Mr. Carter votes yes.

*The Clerk. Mr. Carter votes aye.

*The Chairman. All right, so let's review this. Mr.
Carter is an aye. Mr. Mullin is an aye. Ms. Schrier is a
no.

*Voice. Can you hear us?

*The Clerk. Schrier wvotes no.

*Voice. Can you hear us?

*The Chairman. Yes.

*Voice. They can't hear you.

*The Chairman. Schrier is recorded as a no.

*The Clerk. Schrier votes no.
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*The Chairman. I can hear her.

All right, Madam Clerk, let's just review the ones who
came later: Ms. Schakowsky, Ms. Schrier, Mr. Mullin, and Mr.
Carter. How are they recorded?

*The Clerk. Ms. Schakowsky votes no; Ms. Schrier votes
no; and you said Mr. Mullin?

*The Chairman. Is recorded as -- should be an aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Mullin is aye, and Mr. Carter is an
aye.

*The Chairman. Okay. Is there anyone else who is
missing, and who wants to vote?

[No response.]

*The Chairman. Okay, the only people that are missing
right now are Long and DeGette, who I think are not here. So
I think we are okay.

All right, the clerk will report the tally.

[Pause. ]

*The Clerk. Mr. Chair, the yeas were 25, and the nays
were 31.

*The Chairman. Okay. Thank you, Madam Clerk. The vote
is 25 ayes to 31 noes. The Scalise amendment is not agreed
to.

Are there any further amendments to the amendment in the
nature of a substitute for this first title?

Mr. Crenshaw?
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*Mr. Crenshaw. Mr. Chairman?

*The Chairman. Mr. Crenshaw is recognized. Do you --
what is your amendment labeled?

*Mr. Crenshaw. Mr. Chairman, I have an amendment at the
desk, amendment 37.

*The Chairman. Does the clerk have the Crenshaw
amendment?

*The Clerk. I do.

*The Chairman. The clerk will report the amendment.

*The Clerk. Amendment to the amendment in the nature of
a substitute to committee print relating to public health
offered by Mr. Crenshaw of Texas. Page three, after line --

*The Chairman. Without objection, Madam Clerk, without
objection, the reading of the --

*Ms. Kelly. Mr. Chair, I would like to reserve a point
of order.

*The Chairman. The vice chair --

*Ms. Kelly. This 1is Robin Kelly.

*The Chairman. Ms. Kelly reserves a point of order.
And without objection, the reading of the Crenshaw amendment
will be dispensed with.

[The amendment of Mr. Crenshaw follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********
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*The Chairman. And the gentleman is recognized for five
minutes in support of his amendment.

*Mr. Crenshaw. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. My amendment
is a common-sense one, 1t deals with the current allocation
of vaccines to the states. My amendment is not partisan. It
simply asks for transparency in how vaccines are allocated to
our states. I have heard many of my Democratic colleagues
ask for the same.

This is particularly important for Texas. As of CDC
reporting this morning, Texas is still being allocated less
vaccines for 100,000 people than 45 other states, and this
isn't going unnoticed. Houston Chronicle ran a story last
week under the headline "Nobody's Getting Enough.'' So Why
Texas ranks near the bottom for COVID-19 vaccines per capita,
this is the gquestion we are asking.

We started to look into this, and found that the formula
for allocations was severely lacking in transparency. The
formula, according to the DOD, is done on a strictly pro
rata, or population, basis. Adults over the age of 18 should
be the only consideration, according to their own guidelines,
which makes sense. But even when you adjust the CDC numbers
to account for only the 18-plus population, Texas is still
not getting its fair share. We would like to know why.

One key factor, I believe, is that the DOD is using data

from either a 2017 or a 2018 release of the American
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3905 Community Survey, the Census Bureau's annual population

3906 measure. The DOD is unclear on the reporting. It is either
3907 population data from 2017 reported in 2018, or the population
3908 data from 2018 reported in 2019. Regardless, we would like
3909 to know why Palantir, the contractor that came up with the
3910 software, why aren't they using the most recent ACS data when
3911 designing this formula. There was 2019 data available in
3912 2020, even before the software contract was signed. Why

3913 wasn't this used?

3914 States like Texas have seen a massive shift in

3915 population in the last few years, and that shift in

3916 population could be the reason for Texas getting

3917 shortchanged. Understandably, Texans simply want to know
3918 exactly how the formula is designed, so they know Texas is

3919 getting its fair share. That is why I offer this amendment.

3920 Members of this committee from Texas and, frankly, any
3921 other state should want to see the formula being used to
3922 allocate these vaccines to the states, especially as Texas

3923 has been hustling to vaccinate a massive population.

3924 Mr. Chair, I hope we are able to get a vote on this
3925 amendment. It is really important for the people that I
3926 represent. I think it is important for everyone across

3927 America. And I certainly asked my Democrat colleagues from
3928 Texas to please support this amendment. It simply calls for

3929 transparency in the vaccine allocation process.
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I yield Dback.

*The Chairman. Thank you. Next we'll go to —-- Ms.
Eshoo is recognized for five minutes.

*Ms. Eshoo. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to strike
the last word in opposition to this amendment because it
violates the Byrd rule and it would detail this very large
bill.

I share Mr. Crenshaw's and other members' enthusiasm for
wanting more information about the support available to
States, localities, and Federal departments to distribute the
vaccine. The $7.5 billion that is in this bill for the CDC
vaccine distribution will bring urgent relief to State and
local public health departments who are already stretched
thin responding to the pandemic.

Vaccines do not save lives. Vaccinations do. And the
funding in this bill is going to help vaccinate the -- as I
said earlier, 300 million Americans in the next several
months.

So there's the urgency of now. We need to move gquickly
to provide this funding. We all know that it's important to
have the metal on the pedal to get them out as quickly as
possible. The failures of the past administration, we have
already learned hard lessons from that of what happens when
our local public health departments receive the help that

they need too late.
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So hopefully we are going to have a third vaccine, from
Johnson & Johnson, available soon. And on the production of
the vaccines, I think it's important to note that on January
26, the Biden administration announced that they're seeking
100 million more doses from Pfizer BioNTech and 100 million
more doses from Moderna. And that's an order that would be
made available that would take us through the summer with the
grand total of 300 million doses.

So to give you a perspective on the cost going back to
this amendment, the perspective on the cost for local
providers, what they are facing for vaccination distribution,
right here in my own district the Ravenswood Family Health
Network is planning to give between 400 and 1600 vaccinations
to patients and community members every Saturday between now
and the end of July. This costs up to $40,000 per week. And
right now, right now, without this legislation, they have no
idea where this money's going to come from.

So what I've told them is that help is on the way. So
with that, I yield back, Mr. Chairman.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Would the lady yield?

*Ms. Eshoo. I would be happy to. Who is asking?

*Mrs. Rodgers. This is --

*The Chairman. Mrs. Rodgers is recognized.

*Mrs. Rodgers. -- Mrs. Rodgers. Yes.

*Ms. Eshoo. Sure.
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*Mrs. Rodgers. I think this transparency is very
important as we move forward so that we understand where we

are all across the States. And I guess my question is:

Around the Byrd rule -- because it has been raised a couple
of times -- if we were going through regular order, then we
could address the Byrd rule. Isn't that correct?

*Ms. Eshoo. Well, that is correct. But the Republicans
do not support it. You put up $600 billion. That does not
meet the needs of the American people. You are all saying
that you want more. You want more vaccines. You want more
for community centers. You want more for mental health. You
want more fill-in-the-blank because the needs are so great.

But the Republicans have put on the table -- who do you
choose to leave out, or what do you choose to leave out?
Because you have to leave out a lot with $600 billion. So
transparency —-- our public health departments really need
upgrading. And as the money goes to them, they will be able
to do that and meet the -- I don't know whether they will be
able to meet all of the transparency needs that we have. But
it will certainly be a large down payment for them.

So maybe the Republicans should tell us who and what
they are willing to leave out with $600 billion. I think
that is really the major question of the day. And I do not
say this to be sarcastic because there is a huge chasm

between $1.9 billion and the needs of the country.
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Do you want to leave out cash transfers? Do you want to
leave out community centers? Do you want to leave our more
vaccines, the purchase of them? Do you want to leave out
mental health? Do you want -- I mean, the list goes on and
on. The help to the businesses in our local communities?

So maybe in some part of today or tonight, come up with
the list so that we will know. Or maybe you will change your
minds. But we believe, and the new administration believes,
that the 1.9 meets the tremendous needs that have already
been stated so many times from both sides of the aisle. We
know what people need in our districts. There is no denying
it. So you are saying you want more, but I do not know how
you do all the "more'' for $600 billion.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Mr. Chairman? Mr. Chairman, can I
strike the last word?

*The Chairman. You would go next anyway.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Mrs. Rodgers, yes.

*The Chairman. So I will recognize Mrs. Rodgers for
five minutes.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

We are committed to working together. That is what
regular order would allow us to do, would be to work through
all of these issues. Clearly there is common ground. There
is a commitment by Republicans and Democrats to addressing

then need. We just came together six weeks ago with a large
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package, $900 billion. We stand ready.

And regular order is the best process to address that,
to be able to bring all of these priorities forward,
including transparency of where the vaccines are being
distributed all over the country. It seems pretty basic as
we are trying -- as we need to identify where the gaps are,
State by State, continue to know where the needs are, and to
make sure that we are doing everything we can to get those
vaccines distributed as soon as possible.

Does anyone want the remainder of my time? I would
yield.

*Mr. Griffith. Madam Chair? Excuse me. Madam --

*Mrs. Rodgers. Yes. Yes, I will yield to Mr. Griffith.

*Mr. Griffith. Well, I would ask if you would yield for
a question.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Sure, I will yield for a question.

*Mr. Griffith. And I would ask, are you referencing, in
part, Jefferson's manual in which Jefferson opens by saying
that:

"Nothing tended more to throw power into the hands of
administration and those who acted with the majority of the
House of Commons than in neglect or departure from the rules
of proceeding that these forms, as instituted by our
ancestors, operated as a check and control on the actions of

the majority, and that they were in many instances a shelter
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and protection to the minority against the attempts of power.

So far, the maxim is certainly true and is founded in
good sense that it is always in the power of the majority by
their numbers to stop any improper Mrs. Rodgers proposed on
the part of their opponents.

The only weapons by which the minority can defend
themselves against similar attempts from those in power are
the forms and rules of proceeding which have been adopted
from time to time as they were found necessary and are become
the law of the House, by a strict adherence to which the
weaker party can only be protected from those irregularities
and abuses which these forms were intended to check and which
the wantonness of power is but too often airport to suggest
to large and successful majorities.''

Is that what the gentlelady is attempting to say?

*Mrs. Rodgers. I think Thomas Jefferson said it very
well, and thank you for raising it. I can't compare to
Thomas Jefferson. But I would say to the majority on this
committee that there has been no discussion. We are the
Republicans. You talk about a number; we have not discussed
that number. We have not discussed any numbers with you.

And we are all duly elected representatives of the
people from districts all over this country. We stand ready
to go to work. And regular order would be the best way to

approach this and to identify the priorities, identify the
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gaps, and to meet the need to get our kids back in school, to
get our businesses open, to address the mental health crisis
-- the suicides, the addiction -- that is happening today in
America. That is our plea to you. And I think Thomas
Jefferson said it really well.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

*Mr. Griffith. And accordingly, i1if the gentlelady would
yield for additional question --

*Mrs. Rodgers. Yes.

*Mr. Griffith. -- I would assume that you would support
the motion that I have pending at the table, when the time is
proper, to refer this measure to a subcommittee, as would be
proper with the rules of the House and this committee, and in
regular order, and in keeping with Jefferson's intent.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Absolutely. I will support that motion.
I believe fundamentally that as representative of the House,
one of our biggest responsibilities right now is to restore
Article I. Our fundamental responsibilities to the people --
and that means doing our jobs; it means legislating, doing
the hard work of legislating.

And these committees that will yield the best outcomes,
that is what is going to restore trust and confidence with
the people. That is desperately right now, and is what they
are looking to us to do.

And with that, I yield back.
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*The Chairman. Thank you.

All right. So next we go to Mr. Welch, the gentleman
from Vermont, for five minutes.

*Mr. Welch. Thank you very much. This is a very good
amendment by Mr. Crenshaw, and in fact, Lisa Blunt Rochester,
Annie Kuster, and I have similar concerns, which we have
brought to your attention. We are in small States. The
formula had been changed last time by HHS, and it adversely
affected us. And it really makes a difference in our ability
to get out the vaccine. So there's a lot of merit to what
Mr. Crenshaw is talking about.

I am going to oppose the amendment, and I will explain
why. What Ms. McMorris Rodgers has said is true. We all, on
this committee particularly, want to work together. But we
have got a sign here where we have got two ways forward. And
there is the regular order way, which would require Senator
McConnell and it would require Leader McCarthy to be reaching
agreement on a bipartisan basis on something that we could
move forward.

Or we have, as an alternative, the reconciliation
process, which is not the favorite path forward for us, but
it may be the necessary path forward. What we cannot afford
in the name of any alternative is to not act. And on this
question of bipartisanship, the proposals in this

legislation, as my colleague Jan Schakowsky mentioned



4130

4131

4132

4133

4134

4135

4136

4137

4138

4139

4140

4141

4142

4143

4144

4145

4146

4147

4148

4149

4150

4151

4152

4153

4154

183

earlier, have brought some pork among independents, among
Republicans, and among Democrats.

Now, that is not to say that good discussion could no
improve it. We might want to spend more in one place, less
in another. But the fact is that is broad support in the
country among all stripes of people in politics, Republican,
Democrat, and Independent.

So we have to act. And we have made a decision in the
majority, and that is to have the option of reconciliation or
the alternative, of an agreement, but that remains to be seen
as to whether we can get. And it is for that reason that I
have to oppose this amendment because what it would do was
violate the Byrd rule, and it would result in disempowering
Congress, potentially, if we do not reach a bipartisan
agreement outside of reconciliation for moving forward to do
exactly what needs to be done immediately.

I would be glad to yield the remainder of my time to any
of my colleagues.

*Mr. McNerney. Peter, I will take some time.

*The Chairman. Who yields?

*Mr. McNerney. Jerry.

*The Chairman. Jerry? He is recognized.

*Mr. McNerney. Well, I thank the gentleman from Vermont
for that measured statement. And I do appreciate the

amendment being offered.
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But the American Rescue Plan makes critical investments
in our vaccine distribution. It will provide $7.5 billion to
the CDC to establish the wvaccination centers, mobile
vaccination units, and enhanced technology to ensure that
vaccines are getting where they are needed the most.

This invests $1 billion to strengthen vaccine confidence
in the United States through increased education and
information related to vaccines, including at the community
level. The American Rescue Plan is a critical step forward
in getting Americans vaccinated and closer to resuming a safe
and normal life.

This amendment will significantly delay the vaccine from
reaching the American people. Therefore, I strongly oppose
the amendment and urge my colleagues, if they want swift and
decisive action, to join me in opposing the amendment. And I
yield back to Mr. Welch.

*Ms. Craig. Mr. Welch? Congresswoman Craig.

*The Chairman. You want to recognize Angie Craig?

Angie 1s recognized.

*Mr. Welch. Yes, I do. I yield to Angie Craig.

*Ms. Craig. Thank you so much for yielding.

I just want to say that I agree with my colleague, Mr.
Crenshaw, that we absolutely need transparency to know where
these vaccines are and how they are arriving in States. I,

too, would like more information on who is getting these
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vaccines, and also make sure that they are getting
distributed most equitably to the most vulnerable.

Today, in fact, I reintroduced a bill that would require
this administration to report additional data on who is
getting vaccines, along with any barriers they are facing in
carrying out those plans. I originally introduced this bill
last Congress, before any vaccines were authorized for use,
because I knew it was going to be critically important for
the administration to plan to ensure that these vaccines were
reaching especially the hardest-hit areas.

Unfortunately, the plan was never implemented in the
last Congress, and now the current administration has spent
the last several weeks trying to understand where all the
vaccines are, how many doses are left sitting on shelves by
the prior administration.

As they figure this out, the Biden administration has
already begun publicly releasing the State allocations of
each of the vaccines outlined, something that the previous
admit that the previous administration never did. I know
President Biden is already working on report actively,
including through an online real-time dashboard to provide
much of this information, and this is the work that we have
to do. And I appreciate all of us want to get that work
done.

But I don't think we can let this derail our efforts to
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get the relief that we need to get done today. I pledge to
work with all of you to increase transparency. But I urge my
colleagues today to get this reporting made public. I look
forward to working with all of my colleagues on both sides of
the aisle to increase transparency, but I urge my colleagues
today to join me in voting no in this amendment so we can
move forward.

And with that, Mr. Chairman, I yield back.

*The Chairman. All right. Mr. Welch's time is expired.
I do not see a Republican; unless somebody raises a hand, I'm
going to go to Lizzie Fletcher. You are recognized for five
minutes.

*Mrs. Fletcher. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to
strike the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentlewoman is recognized.

*Mrs. Fletcher. Thank you. I share my colleagues'
concern, Mr. Crenshaw's concern, about the distributions of
vaccine in Houston and in Texas in particular, as well as
transparency in the process of allocating vaccines, which Mr.
Welch noted he and Ms. Blunt Rochester also share, as do many
others on the Committee. And I associate myself with the
comments of Mr. Welch.

But because this amendment violates the Byrd rule, I
have to oppose the amendment in this form. But I would be

glad to work with my colleagues to work together to
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accomplish this objective through other avenues.

And I would note that President Biden signed an

executive order for increased transparency in vaccine

distribution just a few weeks ago, implementing a more

reliable three-week supply look ahead to provide State and

local leaders with greater certainty around supply so that

they could plan their vaccination efforts and administer

vaccines effectively and efficiently.

But certainly, I think, understanding the formula and

understanding how those decisions are made is an important

endeavor,

colleagues on this committee.

amendment at this time.

Thank you, and I yield back.

*The Chairman. All right.

is Lisa Blunt Rochester, another

powerful States. Ms. Rochester.

and I'm glad to work toward that end with my

But I will oppose this

The only other hand I see up

one of those small but

*Ms. Blunt Rochester. Thank you, Mr. --

*The Chairman. You are recognized for five minutes.

*Ms. Blunt Rochester. Thank you, machine. I move to

strike the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Ms. Blunt Rochester. Thank you. To build on Mr.

Welch's comments and in support of Annie Kuster as well as

Mr.

Crenshaw's comments as well,

the coronavirus response and
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relief supplemental appropriations act Congress passed in
December 2020, through that billions of dollars were included
to support State, local, territorial, and tribal COVID-19
vaccination testing and mitigation efforts.

Because 1f the formula used to distribute this funding,
however, small and rural States, like the one I represent,
were disadvantaged. Delaware should have received at least
twice the amount of funding to help with our COVID wvaccine
Administration and mitigation efforts.

Our constituents deserve to have equal access to the
critical testing and vaccination resources that we know are
the key to responding to this pandemic. I look forward to
working with you, Mr. Chairman, my colleagues, and the
administration to address this inequity and ensure that small
States have the resources that we need.

I also cannot at this time support this amendment, but
again, I do support us working together. Thank you, and I
yield back.

*Mr. Cardenas. Will the gentlewoman yield the balance
of her time?

*The Chairman. Thank you. Tony, are you seeking to be
recognized?

*Mr. Cardenas. Well, I didn't want to take five
minutes, but --

*Ms. Blunt Rochester. You can take my time, Mr.
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Cardenas.

*Mr. Cardenas. Is that still in order, Mr. Chairman?

*The Chairman. You are recognized, Tony.

*Mr. Cardenas. Okay. Thank you very much to the great
lady representative from Delaware, from the powerful State of
Delaware.

I just wanted to state for the record, just because I
have heard time and time again from our Republican colleagues
about how the process that we are using right now we should
not use it, we should slow it down, we should go to regular
order, et cetera.

But I just want to state for the record when the
Republicans, in times past, controlled the House of
Representatives, they have, based on the urgent occasions of
their liking, such as to make the biggest tax cuts to benefit
the richest Americans and corporations in America, they did
not use regular order and they pass non-bipartisan
legislation and they did, in fact -- have on several
occasions and most recently, when they had control of the
House, actually use budget reconciliation to advance policies
that they have done, all within the rules allowed by the
House, all done legally, all done and processed.

So I just wanted to state for the record this is a
public meeting. I do not want the public to believe that

this process that we are using today is outside the rules.
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It is not. I do not want the public to believe that what is
going on today is unprecedented or has never been done
before.

What is unprecedented is the number of Americans whose
lives have been lost. And when things are not done right,
whether it is legislatively or by an administration, we lose
lives and potentially lose more lives if we do not act
quickly.

So I do not support this amendment, but I do support the
process that we are going through today, be it take this
committee one day or two or three to get this process done.
I appreciate and applaud the urgency that we are tending to
these life-threatening issues, such as this global pandemic
that has hit the United States as hard as any country on the
planet.

Thank you. I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you. And the gentlewoman from
Delaware, do you yield back as well?

*Ms. Blunt Rochester. I yield back, Mr. Chairman.
Thank you.

*The Chairman. Thank you.

I do not see anybody else whose hand is up, so we will
proceed to a vote. I have to ask the vice chair, Ms. Kelly,
do you withdraw the reservation?

*Ms. Kelly. I withdraw the point of order.



4330

4331

4332

4333

4334

4335

4336

4337

4338

4339

4340

4341

4342

4343

4344

4345

4346

4347

4348

4349

4350

4351

4352

4353

4354

191

*The Chairman. You withdraw it? Okay. Thank you.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Mr. Chairman?

*The Chairman. Yes?

*Mrs. Rodgers. I would like to request a recorded vote.

*The Chairman. Okay. A recorded vote has been
requested by the committee ranking member. The staff had
just reminded me that it would be best if you stay on mute
until you are about to record your vote. I mean, that may
not always be possible, but if you can until you are ready or
about ready to record your vote. And again, mention your

name, if you will, when you are voting.

So those in favor of the -- we are on the Crenshaw
amendment. Those in favor of the Crenshaw amendment will say
aye. Those opposed to the amendment will say no. And the

clerk shall call the roll.
*The Clerk. Mr. Rush.
*Mr. Rush. Rush. I vote no.
*The Clerk. Mr. Rush votes no.
Ms. Eshoo.
*Ms. Eshoo. Eshoo of California votes no.
*The Clerk. Ms. Eshoo votes no.
Ms. DeGette.
[No response.]
*The Clerk. Mr. Doyle.

*Mr. Doyle. Doyle votes no.
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*The Clerk. Mr. Doyle votes no.

Ms. Schakowsky.

*Ms. Schakowsky. Schakowsky votes no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Schakowsky votes no.

Mr. Butterfield.

*Mr. Butterfield. Butterfield votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Butterfield wvotes no.

Ms. Matsui.

*Ms. Matsui. Matsui votes no.
*The Clerk. Ms. Matsui votes no.
Ms. Castor.

*Ms. Castor. Ms. Castor votes no.
*The Clerk. Ms. Castor votes no.
Mr. Sarbanes.

*Mr. Sarbanes. Sarbanes, no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Sarbanes votes no.

Mr. McNerney.

*Mr. McNerney. McNerney votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. McNerney votes no.

Mr. Welch.

*Mr. Welch. Welch votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Welch votes no.

Mr. Tonko.

*Mr. Tonko. Tonko votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Tonko votes no.

192
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4380 Ms. Clarke.

4381 *Ms. Clarke. Clarke votes no.

4382 *The Clerk. Ms. Clarke votes no.
4383 Mr. Schrader.

4384 *Mr. Schrader. Schrader votes no.
4385 *The Clerk. Mr. Schrader votes no.
4386 Mr. Cardenas.

4387 Mr. Cardenas. Cardenas representing California votes
4388 no.

4389 *The Clerk. Mr. Cardenas votes no.
4390 Mr. Ruiz.

4391 *Mr. Ruiz. Ruiz wvotes no.

4392 *The Clerk. Mr. Ruiz votes no.
4393 Mr. Peters.

4394 *Mr. Peters. Peters votes no.

4395 *The Clerk. Mr. Peters votes no.
4396 Mrs. Dingell.

4397 *Mrs. Dingell. Dingell votes no.
4398 *The Clerk. Mrs. Dingell votes no.
4399 Mr. Veasey.

4400 *Mr. Veasey. Veasey votes no.

4401 *The Clerk. Mr. Veasey votes no.
4402 Ms. Kuster.

4403 *Ms. Kuster. Kuster votes no.

4404 *The Clerk. Ms. Kuster votes no.



194

4405 Ms. Kelly.

4406 *Ms. Kelly. Kelly votes no.

4407 *The Clerk. Ms. Kelly votes no.

4408 Ms. Barragan.

4409 *Ms. Barragan. Barragan votes no.
4410 *The Clerk. Ms. Barragan votes no.
4411 Mr. McEachin.

4412 *Mr. McEachin. McEachin votes no.
4413 *The Clerk. Mr. McEachin votes no.
4414 Ms. Blunt Rochester.

4415 *Ms. Blunt Rochester. Blunt Rochester votes no.
4416 *The Clerk. Ms. Blunt Rochester votes no.
4417 Mr. Soto.

4418 *Mr. Soto. Soto votes no.

4419 *The Clerk. Mr. Soto votes no.

4420 Mr. O'Halleran.

4421 *Mr. O'Halleran. O'Halleran votes no.
4422 *The Clerk. Mr. O'Halleran votes no.
4423 Miss Rice.

4424 *Miss Rice. Rice votes no.

4425 *The Clerk. Miss Rice votes no.

4426 Ms. Craig.

4427 *Ms. Craig. Craig votes no.

4428 *The Clerk. Ms. Craig votes no.

4429 Ms. Schrier.
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4439

4440

4441

4442

4443

4444

4445

4446

4447

4448

4449

4450

4451

4452

4453

4454

*Ms.

*The

Mrs.

*Mrs.

*The

Mrs.

*Mrs.

*The

Mrs.

*Mrs.

*The

Mr.

*Mr.

*The

Mr.

*Mr.

*The

Mr.

*Mr.

*The

Mr.

*Mr.

*The

Mr.

*Mr.

Schrier. Schrier votes no.
Clerk. Ms. Schrier votes no.
Trahan.
Trahan. Trahan votes no.
Clerk. Mrs. Trahan votes no.
Fletcher.
Fletcher. Mrs. Fletcher votes no.
Clerk. Mrs. Fletcher votes no.
Rodgers.
Rodgers. Mrs. Rodgers votes aye.
Clerk. Mrs. Rodgers votes aye.
Upton.

Upton. Upton votes aye.
Clerk. Mr. Upton votes aye.
Burgess.

Burgess. Burgess votes aye.
Clerk. Mr. Burgess votes aye.
Scalise.

Scalise. Scalise votes aye.
Clerk. Mr. Scalise votes aye.
Latta.

Latta. Latta votes aye.
Clerk. Mr. Latta votes aye.
Guthrie.

Guthrie. Guthrie votes aye.
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*The Clerk. Mr. Guthrie votes aye.
Mr. McKinley.

*Mr. McKinley. McKinley votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. McKinley votes aye.

Mr. Kinzinger.

*Mr. Kinzinger. Kinzinger, aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Kinzinger votes aye.

Mr. Griffith.

*Mr. Griffith. Griffith votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Griffith votes aye.

Mr. Bilirakis.

*Mr. Bilirakis. Bilirakis votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Bilirakis votes aye.

Mr. Johnson.

*Mr. Johnson. Mr. Johnson votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Johnson votes aye.
Mr. Long.

[No response.]

*The Clerk. Mr. Bucshon.

*Mr. Bucshon. Bucshon votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Bucshon votes aye.
Mr. Mullin.

*Mr. Mullin. Aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Mullin votes aye.

Mr. Hudson.
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4496

4497

4498

4499

4500

4501

4502

4503

4504

*Mr. Hudson.
*The Clerk.

Mr. Walberg.

*Mr. Walberg.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Carter.

*Mr. Carter.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Duncan.

*Mr. Duncan.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Palmer.

*Mr. Palmer.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Dunn.

*Mr. Dunn.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Curtis.

*Mr. Curtis.

*The Clerk.

Mrs. Lesko.

*Mrs. Lesko.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Pence.

*Mr. Pence.
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Hudson votes aye.

Mr. Hudson votes aye.

Walberg votes aye.

Mr. Walberg votes aye.

Carter votes aye.

Mr. Carter votes aye.

Mr. Duncan votes aye.

Mr. Duncan votes aye.

Mr. Palmer votes aye.

Mr. Palmer votes aye.

Dunn votes aye.

Mr. Dunn votes aye.

Curtis votes aye.

Mr. Curtis votes aye.

Lesko votes aye.

Mrs. Lesko votes aye.

Pence votes aye.
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4529

*The Clerk. Mr. Pence votes aye.

Mr. Crenshaw.

*Mr. Crenshaw. Crenshaw votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Crenshaw votes aye.
Mr. Joyce.

*Mr. Joyce. Joyce votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Joyce votes aye.

Mr. Armstrong.

*Mr. Armstrong. Armstrong vote yes.
*The Clerk. Mr. Armstrong votes aye.
Chairman Pallone.

*The Chairman. Pallone votes no.
*The Clerk. Chairman Pallone votes no.

*The Chairman. Does any other member still need to

record their vote? I do not think we have missed anybody.

No? Okay.

The clerk then will report the tally.
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*The Clerk. On that vote, Mr. Chair, the yeas were 25

and the nays were 31.

*The Chairman. Thank you. So on the Crenshaw

amendment, the vote is 25 ayes to 31 noes, and the amendment

is not agreed to.

Are there any other -- are there further amendments to

the amendment in the nature of a substitute? Mr. Carter, do

you have an amendment? You have to unmute, Buddy.
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*Mr. Carter. Yes, sir. I do have an amendment at the
desk.

*The Chairman. What is your amendment labeled?

*Mr. Carter. Mr. Chairman, my amendment is number 48.

*The Chairman. Does the clerk have that amendment?

*The Clerk. Yes, sir.

*The Chairman. The clerk will report the amendment,
please.

*The Clerk. Amendment to the amendment in the nature of
a substitute to committee print relating to public health
offered by Mr. Carter of Georgia. Page 7, after line --

*The Chairman. Without objection, Madam Clerk, the
reading of the Carter amendment will be dispensed with, and
the gentleman from Georgia is recognized for five minutes in
support of his amendment.

[The amendment of Mr. Carter follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********
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*Mr. Carter. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Mr. Chairman,
last week the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention made
clear that public schools should be open for in-person
learning. President Biden's CDC director, Dr. Rochelle
Walensky, stated in an official White House press briefing
last Wednesday that the data suggests schools can safely
reopen, and that safe reopening does not suggest that
teachers need to be vaccinated in order to reopen safely.

CDC officials even published peer reviewed data in the
Journal of the American Medical Association just two weeks
ago that the preponderance of available evidence shows rapid
COVID-19 spread does not occur in a school setting, and
instruction can be safe. Doctors, health experts, and
scientists widely agree that the schools can be very safe for
students and teachers if proper social distancing, mask
wearing, and disinfectant procedures are put in place.

Now, I believe that teachers should be front of the line
to receive a vaccination, and many States are doing just
that. But millions of kids across our country have not set
foot in a classroom for almost a year. It is time that they
go back.

Staying out of the classroom is having immense
educational, mental health, and physical health consequences
on children. For example, just across the Potomac River in

Fairfax County, there has been an 83 percent increase in F's.
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Students with disabilities have had a 111 percent increase in
F's, and English learners have 106 percent more F's.

The CDC has also reported a 31 percent increase in
teenage mental health issues. A large increase in student
suicides this year forced a Las Vegas school system to
reopen. Additionally, data suggests one in five children are
now overweight due to poor diets and decreased exercise
associated with staying at home.

Enough is enough. We are the adults in the room, and
our children are suffering because of decisions we are making
to keep them out of the classroom. We should be doing
everything we can to get our children back in school. I
repeat, we should be doing everything we can to get our
children back in school.

That is why I urge support of my amendment, to increase
funding by $10 billion so States can reconfigure their
classrooms, provide teachers with needed resources, and
safely reopen their schools immediately. I ask that this be
paid for by reallocating $10 billion from the State and local
aid funding, something that has nothing to do with the
pandemic.

Every day a school stays closed is another day for our
children to fall behind. Again, every day a school stays
closed is another day our children fall behind. I urge

support of my amendment. I thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I
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yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Carter.

I yield now to the chairwoman of the Health
Subcommittee, Ms. Eshoo, for five minutes.

*Ms. Eshoo. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And I move to
strike the last word in opposition to the gentleman's
amendment.

I think that there is a real upside here, and that it is
great that our Republican colleagues are interested in
increasing funding available for testing, including for
teaches. I remember when President Trump said -- I think it
was last June or July -- slow the testing down, please, so we
all agree on this. Read the bill. Forty-six billion dollars
is in the bill for nationwide testing strategy.

Now, to your point about the CDC, there will be more
recommendations coming out of the CDC because they are
needed. And we do need more tests. Right now we are only
testing 1-1/2 million Americans a day. This is not nearly
enough to ensure that our schools can reopen. That is why
$46 billion, with a B, 1s in the bill.

We also need a comprehensive and coordinated national
strategy that gives States and local governments the guidance
and the support they need to implement the testing protocols
and effectively contact trace. I so disagree with my friend

from Georgia that States and local governments do not need
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anything, and that you are saying that they do not -- that
the bill does not draw a nexus between COVID, COVID-related
needs -- where do you think everybody lives? They do not
live in Washington, D.C. They live in your State. They live
in mine. They live in the local communities that we
collectively represent.

Now, a November 2020 report, which is not all that long
ago, from the GAO found that 21 States reported shortages of
testing reagents, 16 States reported shortages of testing
instruments, and 24 States reported shortages of rapid point-
of-care tests in just the prior month. That is almost half
of the States without the testing supplies they need.

The $46 billion -- again, B, not M, B, billion -- in
funding for testing in this bill will support the increased
domestic manufacturing to ensure we have a steady supply of
tests and the PPE to administer those tests. The bill
purposely does not divide up the testing money based on the
type of worker so that we can target it in real time with
flexibility wherever the country needs it most. We all agree
that testing is essential to be able to open schools, but
those GAO statistics show the vast deficit we are at for
testing nationwide.

And Mr. Chairman, I ask for unanimous consent to place
that report in the report.

*The Chairman. Without objection, so ordered.
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[The report follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********
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*Ms. Eshoo. Thank you. The underlying bill,
colleagues, finally fills the gap that I just pointed out
that the GAO pointed out in their most recent report, and it
puts us on the offensive against this virus. So I urge my
colleagues to reject the amendment. The bill clearly
addresses it with more than a robust sum of dollars, $46
billion.

I yield Dback.

*The Chairman. I thank the gentlewoman.

Based on -- yes. Next would be Mrs. Lesko. The
gentlewoman from Arizona is recognized for five minutes.

*Mrs. Lesko. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I strongly
support this amendment. I mean, I know firsthand from my
grandchildren that virtual learning is very difficult not
only for the child but for the parent. And so the quicker we
can get the kids in the classroom for in-person learning, the
better.

And I am a big advocate for giving the parents the
option. So if the parents feel comfortable sending their
kids into school in person, they can. And if they do not
feel comfortable, they can continue with the virtual
learning.

But I think it is totally unacceptable what I guess the
Biden administration's definition of "open schools'' is, and

that we heard from the White House press secretary just --



4677

4678

4679

4680

4681

4682

4683

4684

4685

4686

4687

4688

4689

4690

4691

4692

4693

4694

4695

4696

4697

4698

4699

4700

4701

206

was it yesterday or the day before -- when asked by a
reporter, "What is your definition of opening the schools in
the first hundred days?'' And they said, "The definition is
if just a little more than 50 percent of the schools in the
nation teach in person at least one day a week.''

Well, my goodness. At least one day a week is not going
to cut it. And so that is why I support Buddy Carter's
amendment, and I yield back.

*The Chairman. The gentlewoman yields back? Yes.

So amongst the Democrats, I think some people might have

left their hands up from last time. So I have Lisa Blunt

Rochester. Does she wish to speak on this? Okay. And then
I have Kim Schrier would be next. Did you want to speak on
this?

*Ms. Schrier. Thank you, Mr. Chair. Yes, please. I

move to strike the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentlewoman is recognized.

*Ms. Schrier. I just want to agree that it is so
important to get our children back into school as quickly as
possible, for all of the reasons that Mr. Carter talked
about. And that is why I am so glad that there are so many
provisions in this bill that will allow us to open schools
safely, which is really how those CDC reports came out that
you have to have ventilation, testing, spacing, masking, et

cetera.
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And one of the things I wanted to talk about that we are
even piloting here in Washington State is the issue of
testing. And just last week, I asked the former FDA acting
chief scientist about getting home COVID testing approved so
we could get this to every person in this country, they could
test every day or every other day, do it cheaply, and know
when they are asymptomatic and carrying so they can pull
themselves out of circulation, and how this would make our
schools perhaps the safest places in the country.

So the barrier that we learned that day of getting these
tests into everybody's hands is really twofold. One, we have
to know which test is the best; and two, we have to be able
to manufacture these at scale and get them to people cheaply.
And so we already know that there are tests in the pipeline
for evaluation. We know that they can be inexpensive.

We know industry here is shifting millions of these
overseas because they have not been able to get approval yet
through the FDA. And that is why I just want to echo
Chairwoman Eshoo's comments about having $46 billion in here
to go to the FDA to get these on a path to authorization, to
get them into the hands of people, to get schools safe, and
then to get our children back into school safely.

So thank you very much, and I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you. I do not see any Republican

hand up. 1Is there any Republican that wanted to speak? If
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47277 not, we go to Mrs. Trahan. The gentlewoman from

4728 Massachusetts.

4729 *Mrs. Trahan. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to

4730 strike the last word.

4731 *The Chairman. The gentlewoman is recognized.

4732 *Mrs. Trahan. I would like to thank the gentleman for
4733 his amendment to provide $10 billion in funding to assist
4734 States in testing teachers and school personnel for COVID-19.
4735 Look, I could not agree more. I do not have to show a

4736 picture of a family struggling with homeschooling in my

4737 district because I am that family.

4738 My 6- and 10-year-old daughters attend public schools,
4739 first and fifth graders, who have been remote learning for
4740 nearly a year now. And we are juggling remote schooling
4741 today, I mean literally right now. So like so many, I am
4742 living the toll that it is taking on our children, and I
4743 intimately understand how important it is to safely get our
4744 kids back to school.

4745 And I want nothing more than return our children and our
4746 teachers to their classrooms. In fact, that is a key reason
4747 why I support the American Rescue Plan. We finally have an
4748 administration that is focused on taking the necessary steps
4749 to reopen our schools safely. And it is also why I joined
4750 over 200 of our colleagues in supporting the Rebuild’

4751 America's Schools Act, to make the necessary improvements to
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our HVAC systems and such to safely return to school as soon
as possible.

That bill and other good policies to help protect our
children and teachers were marked up by the Ed and Labor
Committee this week. The bill provides nearly $130 billion
to help schools take the steps recommended by the CDC to
ensure that students and educators can return to the
classroom safely. Yet I do not believe a single Republican
on that committee supported the bill.

My concern with this amendment is that it is actually
insufficient to meet the need. Our current text has $46
billion for texting, tracing, and mitigation measures.
Discretion is left to the Secretary for the purpose of
determining how much of that $46 billion goes to schools.

And in talking with the Biden administration, it is our
understanding that a large portion of these dollars are going
to be used for the purposes laid out in this amendment,
possibly even more than $10 billion.

So I do not want to hamstring the administration's
efforts to reopen schools. And let's face it, $10 billion is
a number picked out of the air. It could very well be the
floor. Unlike the last administration, our current President
is not going to throw his hands up and tell States and
schools that they are on their own. So let's not tie their

hands.
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t reason that I intend to vote against this

rge my colleagues to do the same. Thank

you. I yield back.

*The Chairman.

I do not have
amendment. Unless
virtually or other

So we will pr

vote unless I hear

*Mrs. Rodgers.
*The Chairman.
*Mrs. Rodgers.

*The Chairman.

ordered. Please u
use your name. Th
say aye. Those op
the clerk shall ca
*The Clerk.
[No response.
*The Clerk.
*Ms. Eshoo.
*The Clerk.
Ms. DeGette.
[No response.

*The Clerk.

I thank the gentlewoman.
any other speakers on the Carter
anyone wants to raise their hand here,
wise, we are going to move to a vote.
oceed to a vote. I am going to do a voice
otherwise. Please unmute --

Mr. Chairman? Mr. Chairman?

You want a recorded vote?

I would request a recorded vote.

Okay. We will -- a recorded vote 1is so
nmute yourself when you respond, and again,
ose in favor of the Carter amendment will
posed to the amendment will say no. And
11 the roll.

Mr. Rush.

]

Ms. Eshoo.

Eshoo of California votes no.

Ms. Eshoo votes no.

Mr. Doyle.
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4802 *Mr. Doyle. Doyle votes no.

4803 *The Clerk. Mr. Doyle votes no.

4804 Ms. Schakowsky.

4805 *Ms. Schakowsky. Schakowsky votes no.
4806 *The Clerk. Ms. Schakowsky votes no.
4807 Mr. Butterfield.

4808 *Mr. Butterfield. Butterfield wvotes no.
4809 *The Clerk. Mr. Butterfield votes no.
4810 Ms. Matsui.

4811 *Ms. Matsui. Matsui votes no.

4812 *The Clerk. Ms. Matsui votes no.

4813 Ms. Castor.

4814 *Ms. Castor. Ms. Castor votes no.
4815 *The Clerk. Ms. Castor votes no.

4816 Mr. Sarbanes.

4817 *Mr. Sarbanes. Sarbanes votes no.
4818 *The Clerk. Mr. Sarbanes votes no.
4819 Mr. McNerney.

4820 *Mr. McNerney. McNerney of California votes no.
4821 *The Clerk. Mr. McNerney votes no.
4822 Mr. Welch.

4823 *Mr. Welch. Mr. Welch votes no.

4824 *The Clerk. Mr. Welch votes no.

4825 Mr. Tonko.

4826 *Mr. Tonko. Tonko of New York wvotes no.
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4827 *The Clerk. Mr. Tonko votes no.
4828 Ms. Clarke.

4829 [No response.]

4830 *The Clerk. Mr. Schrader.

4831 *Mr. Schrader. Schrader votes no.
4832 *The Clerk. Mr. Schrader votes no.
4833 *Ms. Clarke. Ms. Clarke of New York votes no.
4834 *The Clerk. Ms. Clarke votes no.
4835 Mr. Cardenas.

4836 Mr. Cardenas. Cardenas from California wvotes no.
4837 *The Clerk. Mr. Cardenas votes no.
4838 Mr. Ruiz.

4839 *Mr. Ruiz. Ruiz wvotes no.

4840 *The Clerk. Mr. Ruiz votes no.
4841 Mr. Peters.

4842 *Mr. Peters. Peters votes no.

4843 *The Clerk. Mr. Peters votes no.
4844 Mrs. Dingell.

4845 *Mrs. Dingell. Dingell votes no.
4846 *The Clerk. Mrs. Dingell votes no.
4847 Mr. Veasey.

4848 *Mr. Veasey. Veasey votes no.

4849 *The Clerk. Mr. Veasey votes no.
4850 Ms. Kuster.

4851 *Ms. Kuster. Kuster votes no.
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4852 *The Clerk. Ms. Kuster votes no.

4853 Ms. Kelly.

4854 [No response.]

4855 *The Clerk. Ms. Barragan.

4856 *Ms. Barragan. Barragan votes no.
4857 *Ms. Kelly. Kelly votes no.

4858 *The Clerk. Ms. Barragan votes no.
4859 Ms. Kelly votes no.

4860 Mr. McEachin.

4861 *Mr. McEachin. McEachin votes no.
4862 *The Clerk. Mr. McEachin votes no.
4863 Ms. Blunt Rochester.

4864 Mr. Soto.

4865 *Ms. Blunt Rochester. Ms. Blunt Rochester votes no.
4866 *The Clerk. Ms. Blunt Rochester votes no.
4867 Mr. Soto.

4868 *Mr. Soto. Soto votes no.

4869 *The Clerk. Mr. Soto votes no.

4870 Mr. O'Halleran.

4871 *Mr. O'Halleran. O'Halleran votes no.
4872 *The Clerk. Mr. O'Halleran votes no.
4873 Miss Rice.

4874 *Miss Rice. Rice votes no.

4875 *The Clerk. Miss Rice votes no.

4876 Ms. Craig.
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*Ms.

*The

Ms.

*Ms.

*The

Mrs.

*Mrs.

*The

Mrs.

*Mrs.

*The

Mrs.

*Mrs.

*The

Mr.

*Mr.

*The

Mr.

*Mr.

*The

Mr.

*Mr.

*The

Mr.

*Mr.

Craig. Craig votes no.
Clerk. Ms. Craig votes no.
Schrier.

Schrier. Schrier votes no.
Clerk. Ms. Schrier votes no.
Trahan.

Trahan. Trahan votes no.
Clerk. Mrs. Trahan votes no.
Fletcher.

Fletcher. Fletcher votes no.
Clerk. Mrs. Fletcher votes no.
Rodgers.

Rodgers. Mrs. Rodgers votes aye.
Clerk. Mrs. Rodgers votes aye.

Upton.

Upton. Upton votes aye.
Clerk. Mr. Upton votes aye.
Burgess.

Burgess. Burgess votes aye.
Clerk. Mr. Burgess votes aye.
Scalise.

Scalise. Scalise votes aye.
Clerk. Mr. Scalise votes aye.
Latta.

Latta. Latta votes aye.
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*The Clerk. Mr. Latta votes aye.
Mr. Guthrie.

*Mr. Guthrie. Guthrie votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Guthrie votes aye.
Mr. McKinley.

*Mr. McKinley. McKinley votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. McKinley votes aye.
Mr. Kinzinger.

*Mr. Kinzinger. Kinzinger, aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Kinzinger votes aye.

Mr. Griffith.
*Mr. Griffith. Griffith votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Griffith votes aye.

Mr. Bilirakis.

*Mr. Bilirakis. Bilirakis votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Bilirakis votes aye.

Mr. Johnson.

*Mr. Johnson. Mr. Johnson votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Johnson votes aye.
Mr. Long.

[No response.]

*The Clerk. Mr. Bucshon.

*Mr. Bucshon. Bucshon votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Bucshon votes aye.

Mr. Mullin.
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4927 [No response.]

4928 *The Clerk. Mr. Hudson.

4929 *Mr. Hudson. Hudson votes aye.
4930 *The Clerk. Mr. Hudson votes aye.
4931 Mr. Walberg.

4932 *Mr. Walberg. Walberg votes aye.
4933 *The Clerk. Mr. Walberg votes aye.
4934 Mr. Carter.

4935 *Mr. Carter. Mr. Carter votes aye.
4936 *The Clerk. Mr. Carter votes aye.
4937 Mr. Duncan.

4938 *Mr. Duncan. Mr. Duncan votes aye.
4939 *The Clerk. Mr. Duncan votes aye.
4940 Mr. Palmer.

4941 *Mr. Palmer. Mr. Palmer votes aye.
4942 *The Clerk. Mr. Palmer votes aye.
4943 Mr. Dunn.

4944 *Mr. Dunn. Dunn votes aye.

4945 *The Clerk. Mr. Dunn votes aye.
4946 Mr. Curtis.

4947 *Mr. Curtis. Curtis votes aye.
4948 *The Clerk. Mr. Curtis votes aye.
4949 Mrs. Lesko.

4950 *Mrs. Lesko. Lesko votes aye.

4951 *The Clerk. Mrs. Lesko votes aye.
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Mr.

*Mr.

*The

Mr.

*Mr.

*The

Mr.
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*The

Mr.

*Mr.

*The

Pence.

Pence.

Clerk.

Pence votes aye.

Mr. Pence votes aye.

Crenshaw.

Crenshaw. Crenshaw votes aye.

Clerk. Mr. Crenshaw votes aye.
Joyce.

Joyce. Joyce votes aye.

Clerk. Mr. Joyce votes aye.
Armstrong.

Armstrong. Armstrong vote yes.

Clerk.

Mr. Armstrong votes aye.

Chairman Pallone.

*The

*The

*Mr.

*The

*Mr.

*The

*The

*Mr.

*The

*The

*The

*The

Chairman. Pallone votes no.

Clerk.

Rush.

Chairman Pallone votes no.

Mr. Chairman?

Chairman. Yes, Mr. Rush?

Rush.

Mr. Chairman, how am I recorded?

Chairman. Madam Clerk?

Clerk.

Rush.

Clerk.

Chairman. Mr. Mullin, is Mr. Mullin recorded?

Clerk.

Mr. Rush 1is not recorded.

Rush votes no.

Mr. Rush votes no.

Mr. Mullin is not recorded.

Chairman. Mr. Mullin?
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*Mr. Mullin. Mullin votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Mullin votes aye.

*The Chairman. Anyone else who is not recorded?

[No response.]

*The Chairman. I think that is everyone. Thank you.

Madam Clerk, will you report the tally?

*The Clerk. On that vote, Mr. Chair, the yeas were 25
and the nays were 31.

*The Chairman. Okay. Thank you. So on the Carter
amendment, the vote is 25 ayes to 31 noes, and the amendment
is not agreed to.

Do we have any more amendments to the amendment in the
nature of a substitute?

*Mr. Hudson. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Hudson seeks
recognition.

*The Chairman. Okay. Do we have a number for the
Hudson amendment? Do you want to tell us?

*Mr. Hudson. It is amendment 38, Mr. Chairman.

*The Chairman. Will the clerk report the amendment,
please?

*The Clerk. Amendment to the amendment in the nature of
a substitute to committee print relating to public health --

*Ms. Kelly. Mr. Chairman, I would like to reserve a
point of order.

*The Chairman. The vice chair reserves a point of
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order.

*Ms. Kelly. Mr. Chairman, I would like to reserve a
point of order. This is Robin Kelly.

*The Chairman. Yes. The vice chair has reserved a
point of order. So ordered. And we will go back to the
clerk reading the -- or reporting the amendment.

*The Clerk. -- offered by Mr. Hudson of North Carolina,
page 1, line 11, strike "$7.5 billion'' and insert "$9.5
billion.'' Page 1, line 12 --

*The Chairman. Without objection, Madam Clerk, the
reading of the amendment will be dispensed with, and Mr.
Hudson is recognized for five minutes in support of his
amendment.

[The amendment of Mr. Hudson follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********
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*Mr. Hudson. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I am
disappointed that the majority drafted this $1.9 trillion
package behind closed doors with no input from Republicans.
Mr. Chairman, I am proud of the bipartisan work we have done
together over the years, and I offer this amendment in that
spirit.

My amendment will provide $1 billion to vaccinate
teachers. Across the country, our children's education has
been suffering while schools have been closed. We have two
vaccines with emergency approval and several more promising
candidates in the pipeline.

Working in a bipartisan way, Congress has borrowed and
spent over $50 billion to develop vaccines and over $15
billion to distribute approved vaccines. To date, we have
over 65 million doses of vaccines distributed to States, and
almost 45 million vaccines already in arms.

It is time for us to prioritize teachers and provide
States with the resources to ensure our teachers are
vaccinated so that they can get back to work safely,
educating our children in the classroom. Our children are
suffering.

Keeping children in the virtual classroom instead of the
actual classroom has had a devastating impact on their mental
health. The CDC reported in November that a higher

proportion of children's emergency room visits since mid-
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March have been related to mental health struggles, more than
was the case in 2019. We have all seen the reports. Child
suicide attempts are up. Childhood obesity is on the rise.
It may be years before we completely understand the impacts
of this COVID shutdown on our children.

Let's vaccinate our teachers, get our students in the
classroom, and get them back on the right track. This
package that we are rushing through includes a lot of
wasteful spending that could instead go to helping our
efforts to vaccinate teachers and the public in general: for
example, tax cuts for the rich in States with high State and
local tax rates.

Or another example: Under this legislation, California
is going to receive $41 billion for State and local
assistance. Now, despite my colleague from Florida's
assertion earlier in this markup, the California governor
announced just a week ago on TikTok that they added $10
billion more to the already $15 billion budget surplus. That
is a $25 billion budget surplus. Why is the Federal
Government going to borrow more money so we can give it to
California?

Instead, we should be using this money to vaccinate
teachers and get our children back in school. In North
Carolina, our governor has announced teachers will be

eligible for wvaccines starting February 24th This is welcome
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5068 news after a difficult year for our students and our

5069 educators. With the money from my amendment, States like
5070 North Carolina will get the resources they had to vaccinate
5071 our teachers as quickly as possible.

5072 Mr. Chairman, I know the argument will be made that
5073 again, we cannot do anything to amendment this bill. But
5074 there is plenty of time between this markup today and even
5075 tomorrow until this bill comes to the floor almost two weeks
5076 from now to make adjustments to this bill so that we stay
5077 within the rules and the framework of reconciliation.

5078 I ask my Democratic colleagues, let's put aside

5079 partisanship. Let's send a message to our teachers that we
5080 hear you, that we value you, and we will make you a priority.
5081 Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and with that, I will yield
5082 back.

5083 *The Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Hudson.

5084 Next I have the chair of the Health Subcommittee. Ms.
5085 Eshoo is recognized for five minutes.

5086 *Ms. Eshoo. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to strike
5087 the last word. I want to thank Mr. Hudson for his amendment,
5088 but I have good news for you. And I do not know if members
5089 of the committee know this because it is very recent.

5090 This is all relative to opening schools. The education
5091 and Labor Committee just finished marking up the part of the

5092 bill that will help K through 12 schools safely reopen and
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address the lost time in the classroom. That has been
raised. It provides nearly $130 billion, with a B, to help
schools take the steps recommended by the CDC to ensure
students and educators can return to the classroom safely.
So it goes to the heart of what you are -- many members
have spoken to. We all agree that vaccines are a priority.
Currently, at least 27 States, the District of Columbia, and

Puerto Rico have made some or all teachers eligible to

receive COVID-19 vaccine. So if you think teachers -- we all
think that teachers need to be vaccinated. I do not think
anyone here disagrees with that. The deal, essentially, is

on the table to accomplish that.

So in addition to what is in the Energy and Commerce
underlying legislation, I think it is important for everyone
to know, in case you do not, and why would you know unless
you are following Ed and Labor Committee, and I do not know
how many Republicans voted for that, but that does provide
nearly $130 billion to help schools take the steps
recommended by the CDC.

I think that is very good news for parents, for
teachers, for schools, or our communities across the country.
And with that, I yield back.

*Mr. Hudson. Will the gentlelady yield? This is Mr.
Hudson.

*Ms. Eshoo. Sure.
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*Mr. Hudson. That is great news. I appreciate you
giving us that update. I know the committee finished at 5:30
this morning, so I have not seen their report.

Do you know if vaccines were specifically part of that

$130 billion?

*Ms. Eshoo. I do not know. But it is -- we have --
ours specifically has vaccines, our -- what is in the Energy
& Commerce mark. And there are several -- to reopen schools

safely, it is more than having vaccines, as essential as they
are for teachers. They have to really revamp their airflow
systems; in order to distance students, there are going to
have to be more teachers, more space. So there are a lot of
costs involved.

I cannot tell you specifically that, vaccinations.
Maybe someone else knows that, or the committee staff knows
that, to answer your question. But I do not give answers
when I am not sure. But it is a ton of money for the
reopening of schools and we have to —--

*The Chairman. If the gentlewoman would yield to me --

*Ms. Eshoo. I would be glad to.

*The Chairman. Without knowing for sure, Richard, I
would say that vaccination is within the jurisdiction of our
committee because it is a health matter. So I would assume
that -- I do not think that they can specify money for

vaccine and added labor. I don't think they can.
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I yield Dback.

*Ms. Eshoo. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. And I am glad you
made that point. I failed to, and it is good that you did.
And I thank you and Mr. Hudson, and I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Ms. Eshoo.

So now we are going to go to the ranking member of the
full committee, Mrs. Rodgers.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Well, it sounds like maybe we have some agreement here,
that the goal is to get the schools open. And we all agree
that making sure that our teachers get the vaccine should be
a top priority. So what we are asking is that that is made
clear since that is within this committee's jurisdiction that
we take some of that money and make sure that our teachers
are being vaccine'd (sic).

President Biden said that he was promising that schools
would be opened within the first hundred days. Now we are
hearing that it is actually one day a week by the end of
April. So part of question is: What really is the plan? Is
there a plan to open our schools?

And we all know, fundamentally, making sure that our
teachers have the vaccine is a key component to getting out
schools open. We are hearing the desperate pleas from
parents in our district. We are hearing about there are

children that are suffering. They are isolated. They are
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falling behind. Their education is suffering. They are
fighting anxiety. They are turning to social media. They
are becoming more and more isolated, lonely, and wvulnerable.

Not a day goes by that we are not hearing from these
moms and dads. And I know that they are desperate. I have
told you some of my stories. Our son -- we have three kids.
Two of them are actually in school. But our son is in a
public school in Spokane, and he is in a hybrid situation.
He is in seventh grade. And like any seventh grade boy, if
you are not with him every moment of every day, he is
watching football. He has figured that out pretty quickly.
Keeping him on track has been extremely different.

We have had the technology and the communication
challenges. His teachers are anxious to open. Let's come
together. Let's make sure that we are providing the support
that our teachers need. Make this a priority. Whatever the
plan is to open our schools, we know that this is a part of
it.

So I urge support. Let's help our kids. Let's help our
teachers. And let's get our kids back on track. With that,
I will yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you. So it would appear that the
next person on the Democratic side would be Lisa -- well, I
think John Sarbanes is more senior, I think. Mr. Sarbanes is

recognized for five minutes.



5193

5194

5195

5196

5197

5198

5199

5200

5201

5202

5203

5204

5205

5206

5207

5208

5209

5210

5211

5212

5213

5214

5215

5216

5217

227

John, are you there?

*Mr. Sarbanes. Yes. I am here, Mr. Chairman. Can you
hear me okay?

*The Chairman. Yes. You are recognized.

*Mr. Sarbanes. I will be very brief. I just wanted to
make the point that the American Rescue Plan is not just a
collection of resources and budget priorities. It is in fact
a plan. It has been very carefully constructed by the Biden
administration, and we have been working closely with them to
make it a plan.

When it comes to do COVID relief, and getting vaccines
out, and improving on testing and therapeutics, and making
sure our schools are opening safely, they step back and done
with -- unfortunately, I don't think it happened under the
last administration, was put everything into a framework and
very carefully design it. And that includes making
determinations about how you allocate resources to all of the
various components of a broad, robust plan for dealing with
the pandemic.

So a large part of the exercise we are going through
right now is just kind of cherry-picking, where many of these
amendments being proposed -- and maybe they are being offered
in good faith; I'm not going to question that -- but they
have the effect of unraveling what has been a very carefully

designed plan.
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If you have made a judgment, looking at the entire
situation, that X dollars should go for safety measures to
open our schools, and Y dollars should go for a particular
vaccine effort or therapeutics or testing, and you have done
that in a comprehensive way, then our coming in and changing
the numbers from $7.5 billion to $9 billion, or pulling a
billion from here, from a State and local government
allocation, into a wvaccine, that completely upsets the
applecart and undermines a plan.

And one of the benefits, I think, that we are getting
from the Biden administration is they have come in to provide
this kind of global, comprehensive approach in a way that
makes sense across all of these different baskets of
resources. So that is the basis upon which I am resisting
these various amendments that are coming forward, recognizing
that many of them look appealing when they are taken out of
context and addressed in a specific way.

But you plug them into the overall effort and they can
undermine the effectiveness of what the Biden administration
and we, working very closely with them, are trying to achieve
in terms of delivering these resources quickly and
effectively.

I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you, John.

Next I see -- Jeff Duncan is recognized for five
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minutes.

*Mr. Duncan. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to strike
the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Mr. Duncan. Thank you. You know, I have sat here and
listened for however long the committee has been going on,
for hours, I guess, now, and I keep hearing we cannot afford
not to act. And I hear the rhetoric and I wonder: Where was
that thought process when Nancy Pelosi held up the COVID
relief package for five months?

I just heard the gentleman talking about, this is a
carefully crafted plan. But then I also have heard members
on the other side saying, you know what? That is a that is a
great idea on that amendment. I am Jjust going to have to
vote no on it. If it is a great idea, why not vote yes?

It is not our job to decide the Byrd rule and whether
something is going to make the fatal mistake to the
reconciliation bill. That is for the Senators to do. That
is for the parliamentarian. If it is a good idea, vote for
it. Put it in the bill.

I said earlier today, and I will hold the picture up
again, these are four children in my district who had to go
home because of COVID-19. Every one of us in our districts
have children that are struggling because they are not

getting the social interaction they need in the schools and
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in-person instruction.

They are not getting the learning that they need. They
are not getting the social interaction with the other members
of their class and to help them mature, not Jjust as
schoolchildren but ultimately into the adults that we need
them to be.

In South Carolina, just this week 46 senators -- that is
100 percent of our South Carolina Senate, Republicans and
Democrats -- voted to move teachers to the front of the line
so that they can receive the vaccine. Why? Because they
understand the importance of putting children back in our
classrooms.

This amendment would allow the teachers across the
country to get vaccinated, increase the number of vaccines.
You heard all the talking points today. This is the future
of our country. Our children are the future of our country.
Their education is the future of our country. This is a dang
good amendment. It should be included in this bill.

And with that, Mr. Chairman, I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you.

Next we go to the gentlewoman from Delaware, Lisa Blunt
Rochester, for five minutes.

*Ms. Blunt Rochester. I move to strike the last word,
Mr. Chairman.

*The Chairman. The gentlewoman is recognized.
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*Mrs. Rodgers. Ms. Blunt Rochester. Thank you. Thank
you so much. I am going to try to be brief as well.

I think I will start off by saying that I do not think
there is a member in this committee, whether they are a
Democrat or a Republican, who does not want to see our
children go back to school. We all know it is an
understatement to say that virtual learning has been a
challenge for students, parents, caretakers, and educators
alike.

We know students learn best when they are in the
classroom with teachers and other students. And we know how
difficult this time has been for moms and dads and
caretakers, who have had to balance being a teacher or a
tutor while parenting at the same time. And we have heard it
even from Mrs. Trahan, our colleague, as well as I have heard
it from Delaware teachers and parents and students. The lack
of in-person learning is one of the tragedies of this
pandemic.

However, I must urge my colleagues to reject this
amendment because it will not put kids back into the
classroom any faster, and it could actually slow down us
getting these vaccines into communities. Time is of the
essence. And it is true: We do have to pay attention, too,
what the process is and what is going to get over to the

Senate because we need to have it get passed as quickly as
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possible.

And what is so powerful about the President's American
Rescue Plan is that it is comprehensive, is that it realizes
it is not just a wish list of things and ideas we all have.
It is science-based. It takes into account the impact on all
of us.

And so I urge my colleagues to vote no on this amendment
even with its good intentions, and to vote yes on passing the
underlying bill and support our country.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I yield Dback.

*The Chairman. Thank you.
Next is -- Mr. Guthrie is recognized for five minutes.
*Mr. Guthrie. Thank you, Mr. Chair. I move to strike

the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Mr. Guthrie. I just want to point out, and I will be
brief with this, but we just heard that the bill before us a
Biden administration plan, carefully put together with all
the pieces, that if we pull one piece out it could hurt the
overall plan working with us. I assume that would be
committee Democrats. Because we didn't say any of this.

And so we are offering amendments for stuff that are
important to us -- getting our kids back to school, getting
people tested, increasing the tests moving forward, have an

amendment moving forward as well.
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So if there are concerns about this process in the
amendments we are filing, this could have been handled
differently because we are saying we all agree on these. And
we could have helped negotiate some of this.

And you say, well, you are just saying that. We have
had four previous COVID bills we have worked on bipartisan.
There are areas where we can agree. And as far as I know —--
and being the ranking member of health subcommittee, I can
say this for sure -- we just did not have the opportunity to
participate in this. And I just wanted to make that point.

So I will yield time to any other member or I will yield
back.

*Mr. Walberg. Representative Guthrie, do you yield?

*Mr. Guthrie. Yes. I am not sure who asked.

*Mr. Walberg. Jim Walberg.

*Mr. Guthrie. Oh, yes. I will yield to Mr. Walberg.

*Mr. Walberg. Thank you. I just wanted to comment,
following up your point.

I do sit on the Education and Workforce -- or Education
and Labor -- Committee. And we did finish up our markup of
the bill at 4:30 yesterday morning. There is nothing
significant in that bill, or anything that pushes money
toward vaccinating teachers. I have many teachers that I
have talked with in my district who say it this way: We need

a kid fix. We want to get back in the classroom.
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I tell you what, if indeed what I have heard in earlier
statements that this is a carefully crafted plan, it is put
together for best interests of our Nation and our students,
and we are following science, well, maybe we do not need this
money that is being offered in the amendment because science
says kids can get back in the classroom. We can open up the
schools.

But it seems that this administration has backed away
from that now. So I think we need money in for vaccination
of our front line worker teachers that need to get back to
the classroom for all sorts of reasons. Let's not give in to
the teacher unions. Let's give in to the teachers and give
them a chance to get back.

So I strongly support Mr. Hudson's amendment, and I hope
we will all think it through a second time and say, you know
what? This makes sense. And I think, ultimately, if you
said it, we will decide it makes sense as well.

I yield back.

*Mr. Guthrie. Thank you, Mr. Chair, and I yield back.

*Mr. Hudson. Would the gentleman yield?

*Mr. Guthrie. I will yield. I will yield to Mr.
Hudson.

*Mr. Hudson. I appreciate that, and appreciate the
comments about all my colleagues, both sides of the aisle.

And I think Ms. Rochester was right: There is no one on this



5393

5394

5395

5396

5397

5398

5399

5400

5401

5402

5403

5404

5405

5406

5407

5408

5409

5410

5411

5412

5413

5414

5415

5416

5417

235

committee that does not agree that we ought to get our kids
back in schools. And I appreciate Ms. Eshoo's leadership and
her comments.

And I think the ED & Labor Committee apparently
demonstrated a real commitment to getting kids back in the
classroom, and I think this is our opportunity. And some of
my colleagues made the comment that this was going to derail
a carefully crafted plan, and others said that this will slow
down getting kids back in the classroom.

This makes no sense to me. We are talking about over
$188 billion just in our jurisdiction, and I am talking about
just a billion of that redirected. There are lots of places
that we can go to do that. California is getting $41
billion; they have a $25 billion surplus. Let's take one of
their billion and redirect it to teachers.

This is insignificant in the grand scheme of things. It
will not derail this bill. There is plenty of time to find
somewhere in this $1.9 trillion bill to find a billion
dollars. And I think, frankly, we all want to get kids back
in the classroom. Let's prove it. Let's vote for this
amendment. Let's send a message to our teachers.

We have all been talking to our teachers back home.

Some are scared of getting back in a classroom. They are
certainly frustrated. We have all had a tough year. Our

teachers have had a really tough year; this at-home learning
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has been hard on teachers, having to adapt to this new style.

We can come together here in a bipartisan way, in a way
that will not impact this bill at all going forward, and send
a message to our teachers: We hear you. We stand with you.
And so I just ask my colleagues on the other side of the
aisle, come together and join me on this. It is not going to
detail this bill. It is going to strengthen this bill, and
it is going to send a message that Republicans and Democrats
stand with you.

Thank you. With that, I will yield Dback.

*Mr. Guthrie. Thank you, and I will yield Dback.

*The Chairman. Thank you.

Next we have -- Dr. Schrier is recognized for five
minutes.

*Ms. Schrier. Thank you, Mr. Chair. I move to strike

the last word.

And I agree 1in principle with Mr. Hudson. I think
everybody on the committee agrees that we want our teachers
immunized. We want our children back into school. As a
pediatrician, I understand acutely how important it is to get
children into school. And as a mom with a 1l2-year-old
upstairs right now in Social Studies class, I understand on a
personal level how important it is to get children back into
so.

And fundamentally, I don't believe that funding is
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really the barrier to getting our teachers immunized. But
the underlying bill puts tons of money into shoring up
vaccines to getting our communities immunized. And what we
really need here is to prioritize teachers.

And that is something that is in States' control. And
in fact, some States, like Oregon, have put teachers right at
the top of the list because they know that in about two
weeks' time, they can get all educators and school staff
taken care of, whereas if they are just another frontline
worker, 1t could take months for that to happen.

And so I have written an op-ed in this regard. I think
if we all want this to be done, we need to talk with our
States to lift teachers up to the top of the priority is, get
them vaccinated, get them back into school safely, and do
everything that Education and Labor has done to make it safe
to open our schools.

So I yield back. I will vote no on this amendment
simply because I do not believe this is a financial issue. I
share the theory. But I think that just by shoring up

vaccines overall and prioritizing teachers, this will happen.

Thank you.

*The Chairman. Thank you.

Next is Fred Upton. Fred is recognized for five
minutes.

*Mr. Upton. Well, thanks, Mr. Chairman. When we think
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about this pandemic and the impact on lives and small
businesses, and if you had to list the top five things where
it has really impacted people, certainly schools and
education would be on anyone's top five.

I have got some schools that next month will be out for
a year. A year. I live in a district where I get not only
Indiana media, but I get Michigan media, where I am from.

But also, right across the lake, and I can look out of my
window here across lake Michigan, I have Chicago, across the
lake, 65 miles across the lake. And I get their media, both
on the radio as well as on TV.

And the story for about the last 10 days -- and I know
my colleagues Bobby Rush and Jan and Adam and others -- the
largest story in this media market the last 10 days has been
the Chicago Teachers Union refusing to go back to school
because they feel that their teachers are going to an unsafe
workplace. They Jjust got it resolved in the last day or two,
but those tens of thousands, maybe 100,000, kids, all those
different schools, delayed because of the issue of health and
safety, not only for the teachers and their families but
obviously the kids as well.

If you think about a bill that we really want -- as we
look now at the fourth or fifth COVID package moving forward,
assistance for our teachers and our schools out to be at the

top of the list. Until COVID, I was speaking in a school for
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all my years literally every single week. My mom was a
teacher. My brother and sisters were teachers. My wife was
a preschool teacher. Teaching is a mighty important
profession.

And if we cannot assure their safety, and the kids that
they teach, we are in the wrong job. And that is why this
amendment, what I would think that if we had somewhat of
regular order, that this could be -- if we actually assembled
a package, assembled a bill, block by block, this would be an
amendment that would be bipartisan, that we could get done.

It does not cost a lot of money in the relative -- in
the scheme of things, $1.9 trillion. As we heard, Tim
Walberg and a few others on this committee that also on Ed
and Labor, there were not any provisions in that bill -- in

those provisions either for reconciliation.

Here is something that we can do. There are other
things that clearly are going to be -- fall under the Byrd
rule when it goes to the Senate. There is no reason why we

cannot add this in and actually feel good about what we are
trying to do for our students and our kids, and actually
resolve a problem that all of us, every single one of us,
would say, it is in the top five issues in terms of what this
pandemic has done to America.

So I would hope that we could accept this. We will let

it go by voice, if you let us. And with that, if I have got
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other colleagues on my side of the aisle, I will be glad to
yield them some of my time. If not, I will yield Dback.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Mr. Upton.

Seeing no Democrat, we will go to -- Kelly Armstrong is
recognized for five minutes.

*Mr. Armstrong. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. I move to
strike the last word.

*The Chairman. The gentleman is recognized.

*Mr. Armstrong. And I have no doubt this was -- can you

hear me?

*The Chairman. Yes, we can. You are recognized.
*Mr. Armstrong. Okay. I have no doubt -- I move to
strike the last word. I have no doubt that this was a

carefully crafted plan. But I also have no doubt that these
amendments are in good faith, and we are putting them
forward. And the reason is because this is what we hear from
our people at home.

I mean, amendments to give more vaccines. Amendments
for more testing for teachers. Amendments for more vaccines
for teachers. First and foremost, we have the ability, then,
to protect the safety and security of our citizens.

Secondly, we have the able to open our economy back up -- two
things you need to be able to do to do that.

And we know this because we are the number one State in

the Nation in vaccine rollout in North Dakota. But our
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economy does not work unless the world's economy is open. We
just produce a lot of things we do not consume at home.

But also, I just want to point out -- and every district
is different -- I agree we should prioritize teachers. But
without more vaccines and without more testing and more money
for those things, they do not jump ahead of somebody -- or of
nobody. They jump ahead of somebody else.

And if you are community that is elderly in population,
like a lot of places I have in North Dakota, in order to move
teachers up you have to move them down, move somebody else
down, which is why we are offering these amendments. And I
think it is important, and I would just reiterate the fact
that as for us, and as a committee and as a Congress, 1f we
are —-- these are our priorities as we are trying to get
ourselves out of this pandemic.

But if we are going to be as concerned about passing
something as quickly and efficiently as possible, and worried
about Senate rules, then I hope our colleagues consider that
as well when they are offering other amendments that very
possibly may violate the Byrd rule.

And I hope we consider that in the future moving forward
when reconciliation goes away because if likelihood in the
Senate requires 60 votes when reconciliation is not there,
then we are going to have to work together as Democrats and

Republicans on all bills moving forward.
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And with that, I will yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you.

I see no other members that would like to speak, so we
will move to a vote. The vice chair may want to --

*Ms. Kelly. Yes. I withdraw my point of order.

*The Chairman. All right.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Mr. Chairman, I would request a recorded
vote.

*The Chairman. Recorded vote. Okay. Great. A
recorded vote is ordered. I don't have to repeat everything;
I think we know what to do.

Those in favor of the Richard Hudson amendment will say
aye. Those opposed say no. And the clerk should call the
roll on the Hudson amendment.

*The Clerk. Mr. Rush.

*Mr. Rush. Rush from Illinois votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Rush votes no.

Ms. Eshoo.

Ms. Eshoo of California votes no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Eshoo votes no.

Ms. DeGette.

[No response.]

*The Clerk. Mr. Doyle.

*Mr. Doyle. Doyle votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Doyle votes no.
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Ms. Schakowsky.

*Ms. Schakowsky. Schakowsky votes no.
*The Clerk. Ms. Schakowsky votes no.
Mr. Butterfield.

*Mr. Butterfield. Butterfield wvotes no.
*The Clerk. Mr. Butterfield votes no.
Ms. Matsui.

*Ms. Matsui. Matsui votes no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Matsuili votes no.

Ms. Castor.

*Ms. Castor. Ms. Castor votes no.

*The Clerk. Ms. Castor votes no.

Mr. Sarbanes.

*Mr. Sarbanes. Sarbanes votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Sarbanes votes no.

Mr. McNerney.

*Mr. McNerney. McNerney of California votes no.
*The Clerk. Mr. McNerney votes no.

Mr. Welch.

*Mr. Welch. Mr. Welch votes no.

*The Clerk. Mr. Welch votes no.

Mr. Tonko.

*Mr. Tonko. Tonko of New York votes no.
*The Clerk. Mr. Tonko votes no.

Ms. Clarke.
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*Ms. Clarke.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Schrader.

Ms.

Ms.

*Mr. Schrader.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Cardenas.

Mr.

*Mr. Cardenas.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Ruilz.

*Mr. Ruilz.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Peters.

*Mr. Peters.

*The Clerk.

Mrs. Dingell.

Mr.

Mr.

Peters votes no.

Mr.

*Mrs. Dingell.

*The Clerk.
Mr. Veasey.
*Mr. Veasey.
*The Clerk.
Ms. Kuster.
*Ms. Kuster.
*The Clerk.
Ms. Kelly.

*Ms. Kelly.

Mrs.

Veasey votes no.

Mr.

Kuster votes no.

Ms.

Clarke of New York wvotes no.

Clarke votes no.

Schrader votes no.

Cardenas votes no.

Ruiz votes no.

Schrader votes no.

Cardenas from California votes no.

Ruiz votes no.

Peters wvotes no.

Dingell votes no.

Veasey votes

Kuster votes

Kelly votes no.

Dingell votes no.

no.

no.

244



245

5643 *The Clerk. Ms. Kelly votes no.

5644 Ms. Barragan.

5645 *Ms. Barragan. Barragan votes no.
5646 *The Clerk. Ms. Barragan votes no.
5647 Mr. McEachin.

5648 *Mr. McEachin. McEachin votes no.
5649 *The Clerk. Mr. McEachin votes no.
5650 Ms. Blunt Rochester.

5651 *Ms. Blunt Rochester. Ms. Blunt Rochester votes no.
5652 *The Clerk. Ms. Blunt Rochester votes no.
5653 Mr. Soto.

5654 *Mr. Soto. Soto votes no.

5655 *The Clerk. Mr. Soto votes no.

5656 Mr. O'Halleran.

5657 *Mr. O'Halleran. O'Halleran votes no.
5658 *The Clerk. Mr. O'Halleran votes no.
5659 Miss Rice.

5660 *Miss Rice. Rice votes no.

5661 *The Clerk. Miss Rice votes no.

5662 Ms. Craig.

5663 *Ms. Craig. Craig votes no.

5664 *The Clerk. Ms. Craig votes no.

5665 Ms. Schrier.

5666 *Ms. Schrier. Schrier votes no.

5667 *The Clerk. Ms. Schrier votes no.
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Mrs. Trahan.

*Mrs. Trahan.

*The Clerk.

Trahan votes no.

Mrs.

Mrs. Fletcher.

*Mrs. Fletcher.

*The Clerk.

Mrs. Rodgers.

Mrs.

*Mrs. Rodgers.

*The Clerk.
Mr. Upton.
*Mr. Upton.
*The Clerk.
Mr. Burgess.
*Mr. Burgess.
*The Clerk.
Mr. Scalise.
*Mr. Scalise.
*The Clerk.
Mr. Latta.
*Mr. Latta.
*The Clerk.
Mr. Guthrie.
*Mr. Guthrie.
*The Clerk.

Mr. McKinley.

Mrs.

Trahan votes no.

Fletcher votes no.

Fletcher votes no.

Mrs. Rodgers votes yes.

Rodgers votes aye.

Upton votes aye.

Mr.

Upton votes aye.

Burgess votes aye.

Mr.

Burgess votes aye.

Scalise votes aye.

Mr.

Scalise votes aye.

Latta votes aye.

Mr.

Latta votes aye.

Guthrie votes aye.

Mr.

Guthrie votes aye.
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*Mr. McKinley. McKinley votes aye.
y y

*The Clerk.

Mr. McKinley votes aye.

Mr. Kinzinger.

*Mr. Kinzinger. Kinzinger, aye.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Griffith.

Mr. Kinzinger votes aye.

*Mr. Griffith. Griffith votes aye.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Griffith votes aye.

Mr. Bilirakis.

*Mr. Bilirakis.

*The Clerk.
Mr. Johnson.
*Mr. Johnson.
*The Clerk.
Mr. Long.

[No response.
*The Clerk.
*Mr. Bucshon.
*The Clerk.
Mr. Mullin.
*Mr. Mullin.
*The Clerk.
Mr. Hudson.
*Mr. Hudson.

*The Clerk.

Mr. Bilirakis votes aye.

Johnson votes aye.

Mr. Johnson votes aye.

]

Mr. Bucshon.
Bucshon votes aye.

Mr. Bucshon votes aye.

Mullin votes aye.

Mr. Mullin votes aye.

Hudson votes aye.

Mr. Hudson votes aye.

Bilirakis votes aye.
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Mr. Walberg.

*Mr. Walberg. Walberg votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Walberg votes aye.
Mr. Carter.

[No response.]

*The Clerk. Mr. Duncan.

*Mr. Duncan. Mr. Duncan votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Duncan votes aye.
Mr. Palmer.

*Mr. Palmer. Mr. Palmer votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Palmer votes aye.
Mr. Dunn.

*Mr. Dunn. Dunn votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Dunn votes aye.
Mr. Curtis.

*Mr. Curtis. Curtis votes aye.
*The Clerk. Mr. Curtis votes aye.
Mrs. Lesko.

*Mrs. Lesko. Lesko votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mrs. Lesko votes aye.
Mr. Pence.

*Mr. Pence. Pence votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Pence votes aye.
Mr. Crenshaw.

*Mr. Crenshaw. Crenshaw, aye.
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*The Clerk. Mr. Crenshaw votes aye.
Mr. Joyce.

*Mr. Joyce. Joyce votes aye.

*The Clerk. Mr. Joyce votes aye.

Mr. Armstrong.

*Mr. Armstrong. Armstrong vote yes.
*The Clerk. Mr. Armstrong votes aye.
Chairman Pallone.

*The Chairman. Pallone votes no.

*The Clerk. Chairman Pallone votes no.

*The Chairman. Any member who still needs to be

recorded?

*Mr. Doyle. Mr. Chairman, am I recorded? Mr. Doyle?
*The Chairman. Mr. Doyle. Madam Clerk, is he recorded?
*The Clerk. Yes. Mr. Doyle is recorded as no.

*Mr. Doyle. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

*The Chairman. Anyone else who we missed?

*Mrs. Rodgers. Mr. Chairman?

*The Chairman. Yes?

*Mrs. Rodgers. How am I recorded?

*The Chairman. How is the --

*Mrs. Rodgers. This is Mrs. Rodgers, yes. How am I

recorded?

*The Clerk. Mrs. Rodgers votes aye.

*Mrs. Rodgers. Thank you.
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*The Chairman. Anyone else that we think is missing?

*Mr. Joyce. This is Mr. Joyce of Pennsylvania. Can you
ask, please, how I am recorded?

*The Chairman. Mr. Johnson. Madam Clerk, how is he
recorded?

*The Clerk. Mr. Joyce is recorded as aye.

*The Chairman. Mr. Carter -- he just came back. Mr.
Carter, how is he recorded?

*Mr. Carter. Mr. Carter votes yes.

*The Clerk. Mr. Carter votes aye.

*The Chairman. I think that was the last one that is
here.

All right, Madam Clerk. Will you report the tally?

*The Clerk. Yes. On that vote, Mr. Chair, the yeas
were 25 and the nays were 31.

*The Chairman. Okay. Thank you. So this is on the
Hudson amendment. The vote is 25 ayes to 31 noes, and the
amendment is not agreed to.

Do we have any further amendments to the --

*Mr. Bucshon. Mr. Chairman, Mr. Bucshon has an
amendment at the desk.

*The Chairman. Yes. And how was that labeled?

*Mr. Bucshon. Amendment number 49.

*The Chairman. Madam Clerk, do you have that one?

*The Clerk. Yes, sir.
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*The Chairman. Would you report the Bucshon amendment?

*The Clerk. Yes. Amendment to the amendment in the
nature of a substitute to committee print relating to public
health offered by Mr. Bucshon of Indiana. Page 7, after line
19, add the following: "See priority'' --

*The Chairman. Without objection, Madam Clerk, the
reading of the Bucshon amendment will be dispensed with.
Those --

*Ms. Kelly. Mr. Chairman, I would like to reserve a
point of order.

*The Chairman. Okay. The vice chair, Ms. Kelly,
reserves a point of order.

*Ms. Kelly. I would like to reserve a point of order.

*The Chairman. Okay. So reserved. That will be
reserved. And Mr. Bucshon is now recognized for five minutes
in support of his amendment.

[The amendment of Mr. Bucshon follows:]

**********COMMITTEE INSERT**********
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*Mr. Bucshon. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Until the COVID-19 vaccines are widely distributed, we
must stay vigilant on testing. It is a two-pronged approach
that is necessary to not just reopen our economy but also to
keep our economy open. Employers need to be able to have
access to tests in order to adapt and make important
decisions with regard to their employees and their
operations.

While I am pleased to see $46 billion dedicated to
testing, I wish there was more prescriptive language in the
bill as to who gets the funds, how they get the funds, and
for what they can use the funds on. That is why I am
offering this amendment today that would dedicate $10 billion
of the $46 billion towards testing in the workplace in order
to get more workers back to work.

With the several variants now crossing our borders,
catching new cases early through rapid testing will continue
to prove critical in limiting the spread. Reopening, just to
close again at the threat of the virus spreading, is not good
for business. The goal must be to reopen and stay open, and
the key to doing this is frequent, rapid testing at the
workplace.

Thank you, and I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Dr. Bucshon. And let's see,

who do who do we have here? The Democrats, we have Mr.
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Sarbanes. Are you left over from the previous one or do you

want to talk about this? Your hand is up. Maybe not. John,

do you -- all right. I got John. I guess his hand was up
previously. I have -- Mark Veasey is recognized for five
minutes.

*Mr. Veasey. Mr. Chairman, thank you very much. And
let me apologize in advance; I have a l4-year-old that is
doing band class upstairs, and the euphonium is very loud.

So I want to apologize if you hear that in the background.

*The Chairman. No need to apologize for having children
on this call.

*Mr. Veasey. I want to thank the gentleman for the
amendment to provide $10 billion in funding to assist States
in testing individuals for COVID-19 in order to reopen
workplaces. I could not agree more. We need to get people
back to work, and we also need to get people back to school.
We all have too many constituents who are unemployed.

But my concern with this amendment is that it is
actually too insufficient to meet the need. Our current text
has 46 billion for testing, tracing, and mitigation measures.
Discretion is left to the Secretary for the purposes of
determining how much of that 46 billion goes to opening
workplaces.

In talking with the Biden administration, it is my

understanding that a large portion of these dollars are going
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to be used for purposes laid out in this amendment. I do not
want to hamstring the administration's efforts to reopen
workplaces, and because of this, I intend to vote against
this amendment, and urge my colleagues to do the same.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and I yield back.

*The Chairman. Thank you, Mark.

It is hard to s