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Neil D. Doherty was appointed to the Senior Executive Service in January 2016 and serves as 

Deputy Assistant Administrator in the Office of Diversion Control Operations, Diversion Control 

Division of the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA).  In that role, he is responsible for 

overseeing all enforcement and technical operations of DEA’s Diversion Control Program.   

 

Mr. Doherty came to this position after serving as Assistant Special Agent in Charge (ASAC) of 

DEA’s Phoenix Field Division, where he was also the Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task 

Force/Strike Force Commander, overseeing enforcement and communications intercept 

operations in Arizona targeting violent crime, pharmaceutical diversion, and transnational 

criminal organizations. 

 

Prior to his selection as ASAC, he served in a variety of other positions with DEA, including 

leadership roles in the Operations Division, Office of Operations Management (OM) where he 

was responsible for global programs in support of headquarters and field operations, to include 

oversight of domestic and international operational budgets, and agency emergency 

preparedness, crisis management and disaster recovery.  Prior to his assignment in OM, he was 

assigned to the Special Operations Division and also served in DEA’s New England Field 

Division as a Group Supervisor and Resident Agent in Charge.                 

 

Mr. Doherty, a native of Massachusetts, received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science 

from Norwich University and has completed executive leadership/management programs of the 

University of Notre Dame and U. S. Army War College.  Prior to his career in government, Mr. 

Doherty was employed in the private sector by two Fortune 500 companies and also served for 

six years in the United States Marine Corps Reserve.   

 

Mr. Doherty has been the recipient of numerous awards and commendations throughout his DEA 

career in recognition of his leadership, performance and commitment to public service. 
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