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Giobal Ciimate Science Communications

Action Plan

© Situation Analysis B ) |

_ T | In Décember 1997, &mClmth.dm:.mstratm agreed in Kyoto,]a.paix,_tn a tréaty

- to reducs greenhouse gas emissions to prevent what it puports to be changes in the -
global climate caused by the continuing release of such exnissions. The so-called .
. greenhouse geses have many sources. For example, water vaporis a greenhouse gas. |

. But the Clinton Administration's action, if eventually approved by the US. Senate, will
mainly affect ernissions from fass‘l_ fuel (gasoline, coal, natural gas, ctc.)_comhnﬁon-

: As the climate chiznge debate has evolved, those who oppose action have argued
‘mainly that Sgning such a treaty will place the US. at a competitive disacdvantage with
most other nations, and will be extremely expensive to implemnent. Much of the cost
- will be borne by American consumers who will pay higher prices for most energy and

' The dimate change theory being advanced by the treaty supporters is based
primarily on forecasting models:with a very high degree of uncertzinty. In fact, it not
Jnown for sure whether (a) climate change actually is occurting. or (b) if it is. whether

humans really have any influence on it

. Despite these w in sdentific understanding, those who oppose the .
. treaty have done little to build a case against precipitous action on climate change based
on the sdentiﬁc uncerfainty. As a result, the Clinton Administration'and envirorunental
S groups essentially have had the field to themselves: They have conducted an effective |
e puﬁd‘c,relztim program to convince the American public that the climate is changing.
' ‘we humans ire at fault, and we must do something about it before calamity strikes.

N The envimm:n:n,ta.l groups know they have been successful. Commenting affer
the Kyoto negotiations about recent mediz coverage of dimate change, Tom Wathen,
executive vice president of the National Environmental Trust, wrote: o

".~As important as the extenit of the coverage was the tane and tenor of it. Ina
change from just six months ago, most media stories no longer presented global
warming as just a theory over which reasonable sdentists could differ. Moststories

. described predictions of global warming as the position of the overwhelming number of
mainstream scientists. That the environmental comununity had, to a great extent, setted
the sdentific issue with the U.S. media is the other great success that began pexhaps -

7 “s-evc.t-"ll nwnth; earlier but becam= apparent durning Kyeto.” '
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_ Because the science mderpmmxg the global climate change theory has not been
challenged cffectively in the media or through other vehicles reaching the American
public, there is widespread ignorance, which works in favor of the Kyoto treaty and
against the best interests of the United States. Indeed, the public has been highly
receptive to the Clinton Administration's plans. There has been litde, if any, public
resistance or pressure applied to Congmss to reject the tn:a.ty, except by those “inside .
the Beltway” with vested interests. - -

Moreover, fiom the pohhc.al viewpoint, it i is difficult for the United States to
gppose the treaty solely on economic graunds, valid as the ecanicmnic issues are- It
makes it t0o easy for others to portray the United States as putting preservation of its
awnhfestyienbwetheg:mbe:cuncemofmmhnd. This argument, in tum, forces cur
negotiators to make concessions that have not been well thought through, and in the

end may do far more ha.rm&xa.ngood. This is the process thatunfolded at Kyoto, and is ; .

very hk:xy vﬁbcrepeax:u in, Buen% Alres in November 1998.

Thz advomtes of global warming. ]:u.ve been suu:essful on the basis of shllfu]ly

‘ mprﬁenhng the science and the extent of agreement on the science, while industry

and:tspmsoedcarﬁ:scenceandfoughton&meconcm:mmes. Yet if wecan
show that science does
believe to be the case — ttuspuls&uavmtedsmtesmast:ongermonlposmonand.&ws '

its negotiators from the need to make concss:cms asa dcfcnse agamst perce:ved selfish -
economic concedns, - -

Upon this ta.bleau, thz Global Climate Scz::nce Commumcahons Team (GCSCI)
developed an action plan to inform the American public that science does not support’
the predipitous actions Kyoto would dictate, thereby providing a climate for the ng'ht
policy dedasions to be made. The tzamcon.s:demd results from a new public opinion

surveyin developmg r.h: plan.

Charlmn Researchs survcy of 1, 100 “mfo:rned Amenca.ns suggats that while .
Amcricans anrently perceive climate change to be a great threat, public opinion is open

" to-change on dimate sdence. When informed that “soma scientists believe there is not

enough evidence to suggest that [what s called global climate change} is a long-term

- change due to human behavior and activities,” 58 percent of those surveyed said they

were more likely to oppose the Kyctu treaty. Moreover, half the responden'ts ha.rbored |

: d.oubts about climate scmru:e

- GCSCT mwnbers who contributad to tiw development of the plan are £ Jobn
Adams John Adams Associates; Candace Crandall, Scence and Environmental Policy
Prn]cct‘.‘ David Rothbard, Committes For A Constructive Tomorrows Jeffrey Salmon, The

Marshall Insututc' Lee Garrigan, Environmental Issues Coundil: Lynn Bouchey and
Myzon Ebell, Frontiers of Freedom: Peter Cleary, Amiericans for Tax Reform: Randy
Randol, Exxon Corp.; Robert Gehri The Sauthem Company; Shiron Kneiss, Chevron

. Corp: Steve Milloy, The Advancement nf Sound Science Coaliion; and Joseph Walkﬂ

Am.e.ncan Petrcleum Inadtute.

. == The action plf.n is detailed on the folloﬁng pages.

t support the Kyoto treaty — which most true climate scientists”
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L National Medn Relatons P:Ogram. Develop and unple:nc.nl: a national media
. relations program to inform the media abont nncertainties in climate sdence;
to generate national, regional and local media coverage on the sdentific
ancerainties, and thercby educate and inform the publ!cf stimnjating them to
ﬁii!?. l’iﬁi‘:ﬁuﬁub ’i"v"it.u W}i Finakiers. T

TacHes: 'I.'hse tactics wﬂlbcutderl:ak:nbetwemnowm fhenertchmnta me:txng n -
_Buenos Aires, Argentina, in November 1998, and will be continued thereafter, as
appropriate. Activities will be launched as soon s the plan is approved. funding
~ obtained, and the necessary resources (e.g., public relations counsel} arranged and
dePloyed. Inall cases, tactical mrp]emmtahon will be fully integrated with other _
‘elements of th;s actlon plan, mast apecmlly Sb:ntegy 11 o a.tzonai Climate Sc:ence Data
Center). |

. Idennfy recuit and tram a team of five mde?e.ndan.t scientists to parbmpate m
- media outreach. These will be individuals who do nat have a long history of
- visibility and/or participatiofiin the climate change debate. Rather, this team will
consist of new Encs who will add theu- vaices to’ those ::eccgmzed scxmt:.sts who
' akmdy are vocaL ' :

» Devclopa global ch.mate science information Xt for media including Paar—nmewed
papers that undercut the “conventional wisdom” an cimate science. This kitalso
will include understandable comrunications, including simple fact sheets that

Ppresent scientific unce.rtzinhes inlanguage that the media and pubhc can
understznd..

« - Conduct bneﬁ.nzs by media-trainad scientists for science writess in the top 20 media
' markets, using the information kits. Distribute the information kits to daily
- newspapess nationwide with offer of sentists to brief reporters at each paper. -
Develop, dissaminate radio news releases featuring scientists mhonmde, and offer
_scentists to appear on radio talk shows across t:h: country :

» Produce, distribute a steady stream of chmatz sc:xence mformatlon via ﬁ:csm-ule and
. ‘e-mail to sdenc= wnters zmund the country.

- Produce. dxsi:nbuﬁe via synd.lcahe and d.u:ecﬁy to ngwspapers nat:orrw:de a snaady
stream of Op—fd colum:Ls and lctttrs to the ed.mtor authored by s.cenusts

. Convmonz of the major riews national TV ]ounu.lz.sts (.5, Jokm Stossel) to
. produce a report exammmg the sderdific underpinnings of the Kyoto treaty.

.

Organize, promote and conduct through grassroo:s organizations a series of
campus/cotmunity workshops/debates on climate sciance in 10 most meorlznt
stat:s during the pe.nod mid-August through October, 1998.

. ey
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= Consider advertising tha scientific uncertainties in select markets to Suppert
national, regional and local (e.g., workshops/debates), as appropriate.
National Media Program Budget ~ —  §600,000 plus paid advertising

1I. Global Climate Science Information Source: Develop and implementa
. program to inject credible science and scientific accountability into the global
' climate debate, thereby raising questions about and undescutting the :
. ~prevailing sdentific wisdom~ The strategy will have the added benefit of
providing a platform for credible, constructive criticism of the opposition’s

. pousitdon on the sdence.

‘Tacics:- As with the National Media Relations Program, these activities will be
undertaken between now and the next climate meeting in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in
November 1998, and will continiue thereafter. Initiatives will be launched as soon as the
plan is approved, funding obtained, and the necessary resources aranged and -
deployed, S N ‘ L

o Establisha Global Climate Science Data Center. The GCSDC will be established in. -
Washington as a non-profit educational foundation with an advisory board of

- respecied dimate scientists. Tt will be staffed initially with professionals on loan
from various companies and assodadans with a major interest in the climate issue. |
These executives will biing with ther knowledge and experience in the following
areeas: . , o , S _

- .— ‘Overall history of climate research and the IPCC process;

— Congressional relations and knowledge of where individual Senators stand on

the climate issue; ' e ,

Knowledge of key climate scientists and where they stanc; : ~

Ability to.identify and recuitas many as 20 respected dimate scientists to serve

- on the science edvisory board; T

- — Knowledge and expertise in media relations and with established relationships

" u .« with sdence and energy writers, columnists and editorial writers; - ©

|

1

~- Expertise in grassroots organization: and .
— Campaign organization and administration.

The GCSDC will be led by a dynamic senior executive with a major personal |
commitment to the goals of the campaign and easy access to business leaders at the
CEO level. The Centar will be run on 2 day-to-day basiz by an executive director
with responsibility for ensuring targets are met. The Center will be funded ata level
| ‘?““ will permit it to succeed, including funding for research contracts that may be
deemed appropriate to £ill gaps in climate science (e.g., 2 complete sdentific critique
of the IPCC research and ibs conclusions).
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» The GCSDC will become a one-stop resource on climate sdence for members of
- Congress, the media, industry and all others concerned. It will be in constant
contact with the best climate scientists and ensure that their findings and views
recerive appropriate attentiore. It will provide them with the Jogistical and moral
support they have been lacking. In short, it will be a sound sdientific alternative to
the IPCC. Its functions will include: ' . ' :
= Froviding &s an easily accessible daiabase {(Induding a website) of all
{  mainstream climate scence information. o .
— Identifying and establishing cooperative relationships with all major scentists
: whaose research in'this field supparts our pesition . '
— Establishing cooperative telationships with other mainstream scientific
organizations (e.g., meteorologists, geophysidists) to bring their perspectives to
. bear on the debate, as appropriate. . , : o i
.. =~ Developing opportunities to maximize the impact of scientific views consistertt
with ours with Congress, tha media and other key audiences. :
— Monitoring and serving as and early waming system for scientific developments
~with the potential toimpact on the - climate science debate, pro and con.
—~ Responding to'dlaims from the sdenitific alarmists and madia. '
— Providing grants for advocacy on climate science, as deemed appropriate.

Global Climate Science Data Center Budget —  $5,000,000 (spread over two
‘.\ . - EEN . . me = *). .

L. Natonal Direct Outreach and Education: Develop and implement a direct -
outreach program to inform and educate members of Congress, state officals,
'induptry leadership, and school teachers/students about uncertainties in
. imate science. Thia strategy will enable Congress, state officials and
industry leaders will be able to raise such serious questions about the Kyoto -
treaty’s scientific underpinnings that American policy-makers notonly will
- refuse to endorse it, they will seck to prevent progress toward implementation
at the Buenos Aires meeting in November or through other ways. Informing
u ' i teachers/students about nncertainties in climate science will begin to erecta
‘barrier against further efforts to impose Kyoto-like measures in the futare.

Tactics: Informing and educating members of Cangress, state offidals and industry
leadlers will be undertaken as soon as the plan is approved, funding is obtained, and the
NeceSsaly IeSoUrces are amrayed and will continue trough Buenos Alres and for the
foreseesble future. The teachers/students outieech prograin will be developed and
launched in eazly 1999. In all cases, factical implementation will be fully integrated with
other elements of this action plann. . .

= Develop and conduct through the Global Climate Science Data Ceniter science

briefings for Congress, governors, state legislators, and Industry leaders by August
1998. - _ : . |

= Develop information kits on climate science targeted spedfically at the needs of
government officials and Industry leaders, to be used in conjunction with and
~Feparately from the in-person briefings to further disseminate information on
climate sdence uncertainties and thereby armn these influentials to rajse sexious
questions on the sdence issue. o '
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» Ozganize under the GC-S'DC a “Sdence Educatnn Task Group” that will serve as the
~ point of cutreach to the Nationa] Science Teachers Association (NST. A) and other

influential scenice education arganizations. Work with NSTA to deveiop school
materials that present a credible. ba.laz\ced picture of climate science for use in

classroorns rutionwide.

» Distribute educational mabanals directly to schools and through grassmcts
tions of climate science partm-.rs (compames, organizations that pa.rbupate

* in this effort).
National Prirect Onl:ﬂc.h ngnm.Bndget - $300, DOO
v. Fundmyfu.nd A.I.lua.um Develop and implement program to obtain
. funding, and to allocate funds to ensure tha.t the program itis carried out
effectively.

Tactics: 'I'h:.s st:ahegy w:ll be m;pl:mznted as. soon aswe have the go-ahead to proceed.

- :Potumal Eu.ndmg sourcs were tdmtﬁed as-American Petroleum Institute (AFT) and -

its members; Business Round Table (BRT) and its members, Edison Electric Institiste

(EEY) and its members; Independent: Petroleum Association of America (IPAA) and

its rnemb:rs, and the National Mining Association (NMA) and :ts members.

. " Potential fund allocators were 1den1iﬁed as the American Legislative Exchange

Coundl (ALEC), Committes For A Constructive Tomoirow (CFACT), Competitive
Enterprise Institute, Fronuers oE Pree-domand The Marshall Institute.

Total Fund: Reguired fo Implemmt =

Px-ogr.u:n thmgh No-rem.'bcr‘.l”s i o Szﬂoofum (A515“’-ﬁﬂi‘t P"‘b"n
: - of funding for the GCSDC will be

“'f~_ S o . d:fenedunux:lm;ndbcyond)

Vmcms metrics will be used to t:ac‘k pmgmsa ‘nmse measurmls will have to
be d.ehcrmxned in ﬂe:l'ung out th.r.- action plan and may include: . :

e . Ba.m:hnn pubLa: 4 gc:vt.m..*:*nu& r&é'i" efad upm.im*a surd ry:a wndd penodsc. fc:ﬂnw ap

suxveys on the percenta g* of Americans and government ofﬁc:als who mcqngE
significant u.m:crui.nne.s i climate scence. _

. Trac.kmg the percmt of mcdxa articles that raise questions about climate science-
» Number of M:mbers of Con.gr:ss exposed to cu.r maten.a.ls on chmate scence.

. Number of commu.mcatzom on climate sclexce received by Members of Ccmgrt:ss
frum theu' cans‘htue:'r!s. _

- Numbe.:- of radio talkshow qpp-canmcs by scientists c\.esuonmz the “orevailing
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. Number of school tead;aers/_s,mdents reached with our mfo:'mam:n on climate

scence.

Numbér of scence wnha-s briefed and who repest upon climate sclence

- uncertainties.

Total audience exposed to newspapet, radio, television coverage of science
pinties. S
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