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Trump’s assault on science will make Americans dumber and
sicker

Then-NIH official Anthony Fauci, flanked by then-Vice President Mike Pence, left, and then-President Trump, addresses
reporters about the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020. He would soon fall out of favor with Trump by sticking to the facts.
(Andrew Harnik/AP)
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K\ GRHV 'RQDOG 7UXPS GLVUHVSHFW VFLHQFH"

TKH TXHVWLRQ DULVHV EHFDXVH VR PXFK RI KLV DWW#}
JRYHUQPHQW KDV EHHQ DLPHG DW VFLHQWLILF DIJHQF|

+LV QRPLQHH IRU VHFUHWDU\ Rl +HDOWK DQG +XPDQ 6
OHDGLQJ DQWL Y DG O HIS/RGEOW IRIFW [UHH VFDQGV

KHDOWK UHPHGLHV WKDW DUH XQSURYHQ RU WKRVH W
K\GUR[\FKORURTXLQH DQG LYHUPHFWLQ DV &29,"' WU

There’s a fire sale on American academics right
now.

— Carl Bergstrom, University of Washington

+H KDV VSRNHQ RXW DJDLQVW WKH IOXRULGDWLRQ RI
LGHQWLRIHGROVWVKH  JUHDW SXEOLFRKMWKMW KWIKFEH B W
ZLWK YDFFLQDWLRQ IDPLO\ SODQQLQJ DQG UHFRJQLW

/7KH 8 6 &HQWHUV IRU 'LVHDVH &RQWURO DQG 3UHYHQ
SDJHV WKDW SURYLGHG SDWLHQWY DQG KHDOWKFDUH
SDQRSO\ RI PHGLFDO FRQGLWLRQV DQG LWV FUXFLDO
DQ LQGLVSHQVDEOH VWDWLVWLFDO SXEOLFBRBMW ILRQV VG LV
LWV \HDU KLVWRU\

7KH PRVW FRPSUHKHQVLYH VDOO\ RI| FRXDVWLEWWE H
LQ IXQGLQJ IRU WKH 1DWLRQDO ,QVWLWXWHYV Rl +HDO'

2Q )HE WKH 1.+ DOQRXQFHG WKDW LWV SD\PHQW V)
VRPHWLPHV FRPH WR RU PRUH RI JUDQWVY GLUHFW
RI ELOOLRQV Rl GROODUV IURP WKH EXGJHWV RI OHDG
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7TKH FXWV ZHUH WR JR LQWR HIIHFW WKUHH GD\V ODW#
,QGLUHFW FRVWYVY LQFOXGH RYHUKHDG IRU PDLQWDLQL
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ H[SHQVHV
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1HZ -HUVH\ 7UDYF 6SRQVRUHG

/JHDUQ P

2Q WKH VXUIDFH WKHVH DWWDFNV PDNH QR SUDFWLFI
VWDQGLQJ DV D SDUDJRQ RI OHDGLQJ HGJH VFLHQFH

LQIRUPDWLRQ DERXW GLVHDVH RXWEUHDNV DQG WKH
ELRPHGLFDO UWYHDWHONHYVW HQJLOH RH¥HRPHEHDWA
ZRUGV Rl RQFRORJLVW DQG YHWHUDQ SVHXGRVFLHQF}
1,+ FDQ UHWDLQ WKDW GLVWLQFWLRQ LV QRZ LQ TXHV

7TUXPSTV DFWLRQV WKUHDWHQ WR WULJJHU D EUDLQ G
LPSRUWDQW ODERUDWRULHY KDYH EHIJXQ ORRNLQJ IR
UHFUXLWPHQW RIIHUV

37KHUHIVUH VDOH RQ $PHUUIEITKWDORZL HRRIDAVO %HUJVWL
RI :DVKLQJWRQ WROG 67%$7 1HZV 2WKHUV VXJJHVWHG
GRRU WR PRUH VFLHQWLILF OHDGHUVKLS E\ $PHULFDY



https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_teads/67699754/191685782/8c6d0604-246f-11f0-8450-
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_teads/67699754/191685782/8c6d0604-246f-11f0-8450-
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_teads/67699754/191685782/8c6d0604-246f-11f0-8450-
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_teads/67699754/191685782/8c6d0604-246f-11f0-8450-
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_teads/67699754/191685782/8c6d0604-246f-11f0-8450-
https://r1.outbrain.com/rp3/b1_teads/67699754/191685782/8c6d0604-246f-11f0-8450-
https://sciencebasedmedicine.org/rfk-jr-vs-the-nih-say-goodbye-to-the-greatest-engine-of-biomedical-research-ever-created/
https://www.statnews.com/2025/02/12/trump-cuts-medical-research-brain-drain-young-scientists-see-better-opportunity-abroad/

Voices
=0/ | g b eB\EIMXZEXZWK Zgh\ d \[iZg] \iZg[a dgWi“dc! V] HdgX
1 28] AGZh Xh

Del $( (" (& (*

7KH DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ LQLWLDOO\ WULHG WR JLYH WK
WKDW DFDGHPLF FHQWHUV LQ EOXH VWDWHY DUH IDW\
1,+ LOOXVWUDWHG LWV WZHHW DQQRXQFLQJ WKH VO
FLWLQOJ WKH LPOGDUPIH® EADMDHUYDUG ORFDWHG LQ 0DV
&RQQHFWLFXW DQG -RKQV +RSNLQV 0DU\ODQG $00
WKDQ RQ WRS Rl WKHLU GLUHFW JUDQWYV

7KH QRWLRQ WKDW WKH 1,+ FXWV ZRXOG VWULNH KDU
VXUYLYH LWV ILUVW FRQWDFW ZLWK UHDOLW\ 7KH WU
EH HYHQ PRUH GHSHQGHQW RQ LQGLUHFW IXQGLQJ WK
1,+ WZHHW

6HQ .DWLH %ULWW 5 0D W LPPHGE LD WMHDK DWW WK HHID ©
SWDUJHWHG DSSURDFK™ RQ WKH FXWEDFNYV *LQ RUGHU
UHVHDUFK DW KLJK DFKLHYLQJ LQVWLWXWLRQV OLNH '

7KH 8QLYHUVLW\ Rl $ODEDPD DWN%HUWRGJKDIRR DD QNH®E
LQ IHGHUDOO\ IXQGHG UHVHDUFK LQ DQG LQ WKH '
UHPLQGHG WKDW 8$% LV QRW MXVW WKWHI QDK VD HPH
LQ WKH VWURPHQJIJKDP 0OD\RU 5DQGDOO :RRGILQ VDLG

$FDGHPLF OHDGHUV LQ *HRUJLD QRWHG WKDW WKH
E\ *HRUJLD LQVWLWXXWLRQW [PWR\GXFHGELOOLRQ $00 H¥F
ZDV SODFHG DW ULVN E\ WKH WKUHDWHQHG 1,+ FXW D
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,QGHHG WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI 1,+ IXQGLQJ WRH OO0 W
EURXJKW 7K@WONVVDFKXVHWWY IHGHUDO FRXUW E\ E
WR EORFN WKH 1,+ FXWEDFNP3RHDVRXHM/ UDLQLQJ RI
FXWEDPRG DVNHG WKDW WKH RUGHU DSSO\ RQO\ LQ W
-XGJH $QJHO .HOOH\
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7KDW VRXQGHG OLNH D VO\ DWWHPSW E\ WKH SODLQW
WR PDNH WKHLU RZQ FDVH IRU WKH ZKROHVDOH GHVW
. HOOH\ H[SDQGHG KHU RUGHU QDWLRQZLGH LQ UHVSR
KRVSLWDOV SXEOLF KHDOWK RUJDQL]DWLRQV DQG XQ
&DOLIRUQLD

+RZ LPSRUWDQW LV WKH 1,+ WR WKH LQQRYDWLYHQHYV
RI WKH SXEOLFWXRBXQG WKDW 1,+ IXQGLQJ SOD\HG D U
ZLWK HYHU\ QHZ GUXJ DSSURYHG E\ WKH )RRG DQG 'U>
7KH IXQGLQJ SURGXFHG SDWHQWYV

6R ZKDW XQGHUOLHV 7UXPSYV ZDU RQ VFLHQFH"

2QH FDQ SDUVH WKH DUJXPHQWY PDGH E\ 7UXPS DQG
6RPH RI LW LV LGHRORJLFDO 6FLHQFH GRQH ULJKW O
7KH VFLHQWLILF PHWKRG LV DQ DV\PSWRWLF SURFHVYV
SUHH[LVWLQJ QRWLRQV DUH VXEMHFWHG WR H[DPLQDYV
UHYLVHG RU GLVFDUGHG ©,
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)WV PHFKDQLVPV LQFOXGLQJ DQRQ\PRXV SHHU UHYLH
GHVLJQHG WR FRXQWHU KXPDQ VHOI GHFHSWLRQ ~ WK
ORRQH\ DXWKRU RI WKH ERRN 37KH SHSXEOLFDQ :D

33RZHUIXO SHRSOH ZLOO WHQG WR XVH WKHLU WKHLU
RSSRVLWLRQ ~ 3LQNHU VDLG 3<RX WU\ WR VHW XS WK
GHVSLWH WKLV XJO\ VLGH RI KXPDQ QDWXUH °

$QWL VFLHQFH LGHRORJ\ WHQGV WR SURWHFW SRZHUI
JOREDO ZDUPLQJ D 3KRD[ " LQFOXGLQJ 7UXPS DUH DG’
FRPSDQLHV WKH GHFDGHV ORQJ HIIRUW WR FDVW GRX
GLVHDVH SURILWHG WKH WREDFFR LQGXVWU\

7KLV SURMHFW LQYROYHV FDVWLQJ GRXEWGRQJHPSHUW
VPHDULQJ RI $QOWMWKH\ QDYWHIRQTYV PRVW GLVWLQJXLVKF
KLYV UHWLUHPHQW IURP WKH 1,+ LQ E\ SHSXEOLFDC(C
IRU FUHDWLQJ &29,'

SROLWLFLDQV DQG WKHLU KHQFKSHUVRQV GLVPLVV VF
WKHLU RZQ ZRUOGYLHZ ZLWKRXW EHSE ®HE G-IKHIPAO HOYI HER
WULHG WR GHPR@ RIBGBYX MR FODLP VXSHULRU NQRZOF
&29," QHYHU PLQG WKDW KLV VWDWH HQGHG XS ZLWK
UDWHYV LQ WKH ODQG
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$QG QHYHU PLQG WKDW )ORULGDYV SROLFLHV ZHUH VF
WKDW LQ WKH KHDGV RI WKH &'& DQG WKH )RRG DQ
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XSEUDLGHG 'H6DQWLVY KDQG SLFNHG VWDWH VXUJHRC
SPLVLOQWHUSUHWDWLRQV DBERXRM WKHRMDAEBWLRQ WKH &

TUXPSTV SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ WKLV XQGHUWDNLQJ LVC
IlLUvw WHUP +H SURPRWHG WKH XVHOHVY QRVWUXP K
89 OLIJKW DQG GLVLQIHFWDQWY DV UHPHGLHV IRU &29,
+RXVH DGYLVRU ZKHQ WKH ODWWHU SURYHG LQVXIILFI

+H LQVVWDIAOOHGERUWLRQ MHWSRVYNVWIRQV DW ++6 SHUF
SXUYH\HG FODLPV VXFK DV WKDW FRQGRPV GRQTW SUI
WUDQVPLWWHG GLVHDVHYVY DQG WKDW DERUWLRQV DQC
PLVFDUULDJHV DQG LQIHUWLOLW\ 1RQH RI WKRVH DV\

7TUXPS DFFXVHG WKH )'$T1V ¥BIUNQ WIL WK W RS CHRHA Q¥ JNQIVWW

XQGHUPLQH KLV DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ LQ WKH UXQ XS WF
SURWHFWLRQ $JHQF\ DQG RWKHU DJHQFLHV KH GLVED
SDQHOV
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$W WKH (3$ DQG WKH ,QWHULRU ™ SDIGWBWQEN VDKHF BOG
&GROFHUQHG 6BIROAWILVFD® DSSRLOQWHHY ZHUH UHTXLUFE
SWR HQVXUH WKDW SURSRVHG UHVHDUFK ILWV WKH DG

, Q WKH 8&6 UHSRUW IRXQG WKH &'& EDQQHG WKH
SHQWLWOHPHQW ~ SGLYHUVLW\ " WUDQVJHQGHU ~ 3IH@))
LQ EXGIJHW GRFXPHQWYV L BIUHRIPIKWHPMHIQWHG E\ WKH FX
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ
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7KH SFXOWXUH RI IHDU” LQVWLOOHG DW VHYHUDO DJH(
DQG RWKHUZLVH LPSHGHV WKHLU DELOLW\ WR ZRUN H|
LVVXHV =~ WKH 8&6 IRXQG

1RW DOO RI WKLV RULIJLQDWHG ZLWK 7UXPS %RZLQJ W

*HRUJH : % XVK UHVWULFWHG HPEU\RQLF VWHP FH
D PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ RI HPEU\RQLF VWHP FHOO VFLH
D SROLF\ EDVHG RQ VFLHQFH ILFWLRQ °

7KH %XVK RUGHU GLG LQVSLUH &DOLIRUQLD WR HVWDH
5HIJHQHUDWLYH OHGLFLQH LQ ZLWK D ELOOLRQ E
PLIJKW SRLQW WKH ZD\ WR WKH FRQWLQXDWLRQ RI FUX
IXQGLQJ *LYHQ WKDW WERXIW+ EXG.IHW W§VDXOOUNHO\
FDQ IXOO\ PDNH XS ORVVHV IURP 7UXPS SROLF\PDNLQ:

7KH RQO\ UHVLVWDQFH DJDLQVW WKH DGPLQLVWUDWL
FRXUWV 2] ODZVXLWYV ILOHG LQ IHGHUDO FRXUWYV V
DFWLRQV DQG SROLFLHYVY DW OHDVW VHYHQ FRQFHUQ
WKH &'& DQG WKH IXQGLQJ FXWV DW WKH 1,+

7TKXV IDU DFFRWGEMWQIIWRLWKHNVUDFENHUMXG JW X VRADWHHF WL
EORFNHG WKH ZHE GHOHWLRQV WKH IXQGLQJ IUHH]H |
LQFOXGLQJ DW WKH VFLHQFH DIJHQFLHVY DQG WKH FX)\

7TUXPSTV ZDU DJDLQVW VFLHQFH LV RQO\ EHIJLQQLQJ 7
SOD\ D PRPHQWRXV UROH LQ WKH FRQIOLFW /HWTV KR

/ DMANVURP O LEKDHOHLGOMN)> &
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Hiltzik: This genetics firm didn’t resurrect the extinct dire wolf, but did achieve a breakthrough in hype
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Hiltzik: RFK Jr.’s views on autism show that anti-science myths are rampant at the agency he leads

Hiltzik: Need a balm for these troubled times? | recommend the works of P.G. Wodehouse
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3XOLW]HU 3UL]JH ZLQQLQJ MRXUQDOLVW OLFKDHO +LO!
/LPHV IRU PRUH WKDQ \HDUV +LV EXVLQHVV FROXP
DQRG :HGQHVGD\ DQG RFFDVLRQDOO\ RQ RWKHU GD\V
VKDUHG WKH 3XOLW]JHU 3UL]JH IRU DUWLFOHV H[SR
LQGXVWU\ +LV VHYHQWK ERRN 3 URQ (PSLUHV 5REX
ODNLQJ RI ORGHUQ $PHULFD ~ ZDV SXEOLVKHG LQ
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6WDWH ~ LV D KLVWRU\ RI &DOLIRUQLD )ROORZ KLP R
DW WZLWWHU FRP KLOW]LNP DQG RQ )DFHERRN DW ID
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