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THE FACTS: On
Thursday, Feb. 3,
President Joe Biden
discussed his
commitment to
fighting gun
violence during a
Gun Violence
Prevention Task
Force meeting in
New York City.

In the following
days, people on
social media widely
shared a tweet from
Townhall.com, a
conservative news
website, that
contained a video
from Biden’s
comments with the
caption: “BIDEN:
Gun manufacturers
are ‘the only
industry in America
that is exempted
from being sued,
and I find it to be

outrageous.”

In the video clip,
viewed more than 1

million times on

™A a

T O

VI L MUY S MIVLIIVE 1V MUV VW T ue

This

Climate and environment  Russia-Ukraine war

Don't Indulge In Peanut Butter, Experts
Say

Promoted: investing.com

In Fashion, There's Ballsy... And There's
Met Ballsy

Promoted: CBS News

by Taboola

ADVERTISEMENT

Cookies Settings

We use cookies to personalize content and ads, to provide social media features and to analyze our traffic. We

also share information about your use of our site with our social media, advertising and analytics partners.

Privacy Policy



https://apnews.com/article/coronavirus-pandemic-joe-biden-health-police-new-york-d48859bb905b90b56e833eea83bc1b67
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2022/02/03/remarks-by-president-biden-at-a-gun-violence-prevention-task-force-meeting/
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=associatedpress-apnews&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=organic-thumbnails-rr:Right%20Rail%20Thumbnails:
https://altimetryreport.com/new-chip-has-ev-makers-scrambling/?cid=MKT646247&eid=MKT654705&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral#tblciGiCWbeIpbELkA1MhpgoyvhnUbll44F7TV9iLaglhP2WIXyDo0lIo7e2w9L-Iisx3
https://adealaclick.com/click?trvid=10455&clickid=GiCWbeIpbELkA1MhpgoyvhnUbll44F7TV9iLaglhP2WIXyCk2E8ozMO2jvrHvtqWAQ&campid=19974077&site=associatedpress-apnews&titlex=Don%27t+Buy+Another+AC%2C+Before+You+Read+This&siteid=1045769&sitedomain=apnews.com&timestamp=2022-07-27+11%3A58%3A58&bt={bt}&itemid=3444019424&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fe585db4cdadfdc95ede4e6e98d253fef.jpg&tblci=GiCWbeIpbELkA1MhpgoyvhnUbll44F7TV9iLaglhP2WIXyCk2E8ozMO2jvrHvtqWAQ#tblciGiCWbeIpbELkA1MhpgoyvhnUbll44F7TV9iLaglhP2WIXyCk2E8ozMO2jvrHvtqWAQ
https://za.investing.com/magazine/common-everyday-foods-bad-for-your-health/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=20072489&utm_term=associatedpress-apnews&origin=taboola&tp[click_id]=GiCWbeIpbELkA1MhpgoyvhnUbll44F7TV9iLaglhP2WIXyChqVQo5Kj-romh4u45&tp[site_id]=1045769&tp[site]=associatedpress-apnews&tp[ts]=2022-07-27+11%3A58%3A58&tp[campaign_id]=20072489&tp[ad_id]=3464543769&tp[cpc]=0.2331&im_dars=1x100_3x105_5x199_7x346#tblciGiCWbeIpbELkA1MhpgoyvhnUbll44F7TV9iLaglhP2WIXyChqVQo5Kj-romh4u45
https://www2.cbsnews.com/met-gala-craziest-looks-of-all-time?utm_subid=10931951&utm_campaign=1537588&utm_term=associatedpress-apnews&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=taboola&ftag=ACQ-07-10adj1f&utm_template=infinite&paginate=1&native_publisher_id=1045769#tblciGiCWbeIpbELkA1MhpgoyvhnUbll44F7TV9iLaglhP2WIXyCXjlYojdG05vqOotTOAQ
https://apnews.com/hub/trending-news?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=featured
https://apnews.com/hub/capitol-siege?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=featured
https://apnews.com/hub/pope-francis?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=featured
https://apnews.com/hub/climate-and-environment?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=featured
https://apnews.com/hub/russia-ukraine?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=featured
https://apnews.com/hub/us-news?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=navigation
https://apnews.com/hub/world-news?utm_source=apnewsnav&utm_medium=navigation
https://apnews.com/
https://apnews.com/privacystatement

AP NEWS

being able to be

Arrad laer 4lh A 1A

U.S. News World New ) o . ) ) )
Irending News Jan. b hearings Pope visits Canada  Climate and environment  Russia-Ukraine war

It 1s true that gun
manufacturers have
legal protections.
But they are not
exempt or immune
from being sued.
Experts told the AP
that taking legal
action against
firearms makers
and sellers is
possible - but it’s
very difficult for the
cases to reach

court. .

The 2005
Protection of
Lawful Commerce
in Arms Act, or
PLCAA, gives
immunity to gun
makers so they
can’t be held liable
for injuries caused
by criminal misuse
of their weapons,
Adam Winkler, a
law professor at the
University of
California, Los
Angeles, told the AP
in an email. He said
Congress feared
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law expert Jacob
Charles to the AP.
Charles is a
lecturing fellow at
Duke University
School of Law and
executive director
of the Duke Center

for Firearms Law.

The law includes six
exceptions where
firearms
manufacturers or
dealers can be held
liable for damages
their weapons
cause, Charles said,
which means it
does not provide
“absolute

immunity.”

These exceptions
include defects or
damages in the
design of the gun,
negligence, or
breach of contract
or warranty
regarding the
purchase of a gun.

Another one, the
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Newtown,
Connecticut,
families of victims
of the shooting are
suing the gun
maker, Remington,
and alleging
“wrongful
marketing” of
firearms, according
to previous AP
reporting. This case
is still developing.

But even with
PLCAA’s
exceptions, it’s still
very difficult to sue
gun manufacturers.
Of the six
exceptions, Charles
said, at least three
are “hardly ever
used” while the
others have been
applied “fairly

narrowly.”

Judges have
dismissed many
cases against gun
makers. That’s
because PLCAA
provides immunity
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mnovative suits
that test the
boundaries of the
law,” said Winkler,
who wrote
“Gunfight: The
Battle over the
Right to Bear Arms
in America.”

Despite Biden’s
claim, the firearms
industry is not the
only industry that
has special
exemptions in the
United States. As
the video of Biden’s
remarks spread
online, many tweets
suggested the
COVID-19 vaccine
manufacturers have

legal immunity.

Vaccine
manufacturers do
have special
immunity from
liability under
different programs,
including the 2005
Public Readiness

and Emergency
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or is injured by a

vaccine, said Brian

Dean Abramson is

adjunct professor of

vaccine law at the

Florida

International

University College

of Law and one of

the authors of

“Vaccine,

Vaccination, and

Immunization

»

Law.

However, he added,
it is possible to sue
a vaccine maker if
they demonstrate
willful misconduct
but it’s very
difficult to prove.

The White House
did not immediately
respond to the AP’s
requests for

comment.
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