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Apple was the most profitable company on the
Fortune 500 list this year. These are the biggest
profit generators, and what that means about
American business.

May 24, 2022 · 4 min read

American companies had a huge year in 2021.

Together, the corporations on this year’s Fortune 500 list

generated a record $1.8 trillion in profits on $16.1 trillion in

revenue.

The story of the top 10 most profitable U.S. companies

reveals some major trends in the current American business

landscape: Tech continues to dominate, energy companies

remain in a secular decline despite a rebound in 2021, and a

strong economy lifts all boats.

TechTech  remains dominantremains dominant

AppleApple once again took the top spot on  once again took the top spot on FortuneFortune’s list’s list of the of the

most profitable American companies in 2021. The tech giantmost profitable American companies in 2021. The tech giant
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raked in $94.7 billion in profits last year on revenues ofraked in $94.7 billion in profits last year on revenues of

$365.8 billion.$365.8 billion.

In the past, oil producers and even car companies like Ford

were common sights at the top of the most profitable

companies list, but these days, tech companies reign

supreme. Tech giants represented three out of the top five

most profitable companies in the U.S. in 2021 and half of the

top 10.

Apple has also taken the top spot on the Fortune 500 most

profitable list for seven out of the last eight years, only being

eclipsed once by Warren Buffet’s Berkshire Hathaway in

2019.

Other tech profit generators in the top ten included Meta

Platforms, Amazon, Microsoft, and Google’s parent company

Alphabet.

Fossil fuel’s secular decline continues

The waning dominance of fossil fuel companies has been an

ongoing trend over the past decade, and only one company,

Exxon Mobil, nabbed a top spot in the most profitable list.

But that doesn’t tell the whole story.

Rising oil and gas prices lifted many energy companies to

new heights in 2021, increasing the sector’s presence in this

year’s Fortune 500. 

Still, from 2000 to 2015, Exxon Mobil earned the top spot as

the most profitable U.S. firm 12 times, while this year it only

managed the number nine slot. It was also the only company

that didn’t post a double-digit year-over-year increase in

profits compared to 2020.

A strong economy lifts banks, mortgage lenders

A strong economy and a record year for stocks meant big

business for America’s banks and investment managers in

2021.

Story continues
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PACT Act is latest effort in yearslong battle to help
veterans exposed to toxic burn pits
The U.S. military burned tons of waste in Iraq and
Afghanistan in pits that gave off toxic smoke that veterans
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Speaker Nancy Pelosi visits Taiwan, flouting Chinese
threats and Biden's concerns
House Speaker Pelosi is the highest ranking US official to
visit the self-governing island in 25 years. China sees Taiwan
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7 Ways to Retire Comfortably With $500k
For those with a $500k portfolio, download this guide to
learn ways to grow your wealth and generate income from
your portfolio.

Yahoo Finance

Stock market news live updates: Stocks mixed as
Pelosi arrives in Taiwan, Uber surges after earnings
Stock futures were lower on Tuesday as House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi's trip to Taiwan had investors focused on
geopolitical tensions ahead of the opening bell.

USA TODAY

Monkeypox cases in each state: California, New York
declare emergencies as outbreak grows
Thousands of confirmed monkeypox cases have been
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Pinterest stock up 12% on users, Elliott backing
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Experts in Washington recommend this home security
This brilliant new system keeps watch for you around-the-

Advertisement

Ad • Fisher Investments

Ad • SimpliSafe

Our goal is to create a safe and engaging place for users to connect over interests and passions. In order to improve our community experience, we are
temporarily suspending article commenting

Advertisement

https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2022/08/02/pact-act-congress-veterans-benefits-burn-pit/7789744001/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/politics/2022/08/02/nancy-pelosi-taiwan-trip/10206663002/
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=fLy_NDAGIS_5u273wIE.V9mkP6K5OXtGzSYisHjMK9PRhh_uvmmnl8DIemePmv99LqyjeGFBIh5QwdYRBCSfjwAUgxPjF1Y3OIVIq.1o75kKsJcUfsN01J_vtgoduoSzMuMLWAv7Q8ktxA4sPKFOoh.V2rP1uv5N3g_jkM2QO.yV4dVNSfFaZuO9k9oIhd6IwADvLtvWQb2WHw1PL2pxh8AcVGrhqImVU1tqYvekhsnjkOEOhgJkWrQkaTjQzhXGVDax5yhe66KNxbKmhqb5FHDP7fTZQ9O.muUJ1_dqvyGjxrJjuRO0KqyMdhYSo3CBMcczmT1Zd6XewUMeauEIiTaH_b6OYn6AbnlMfzPb.TdDeUa3EoklvvYEhH4i5pq46WdYip8Xr37tY4xXS3ujZHfXNtUqhT3iSDmpBz9sRupfp4KsEvPbn_IdPzApPOK9oqHF6EdflEThukiy9GybZFRV0yl1Xqudh24tBR5dqmjmmn0xD3_R6UkoZt1U3ALqx.XUjQTM6Q6LfB1DNpnOXaebpdk29Xs3vHUIKsrc5G1_okuvl8UPk68fhYKsbN2PLNiDV53YbEwRwycSC6FK1gNeWSEeOwUE1E.tIKicLq6lTPVVUZ6W7kYlDQjp0ExnUa_FARkYNEyP6uI58I1aE8o1vziVeumlkTGbLDrG2tl.Us3xJU61ukxFHw5oy_6g_v13F2hn9K4lkpPuYQUZ9FBIGLKKZQyiM1khAtMAoofAm_CsooX_WqneISjElm3aYzAphyFkyCjZbdurRKAxSxRKbsP1lXwo6SYU7ROAnulHLvgOIGZBQvHwBgw55C8KNRnniZCWBFA37iRKgNtbh6mHJBnt4VWtA9cF7.X3u6iP4QP3bDfiKgMn5WAfywHWcusZ3Lp1MyycI4E6sAIXs0A4A7lrGfgZxF4zBWWz1bk8VRCj4uKgxEE.dgTWthAEnqJgImkDCfze0ElaiO2MTUOMddgWoGAO89K2AUg5Gzzbig_Vwu9rXFd3in8Vlu7W0GJjsBAYqY0vCQh8E8sphCX0goQyYeq1zXywX_tkvAdkwhRb0AYYzT247XkHPVF29DuxDwBim6unaWSjLbqfMZCrj1flZtfaIE9XcnPlvRNeBegI66Nhs.ldSAjCb7kZlTMcQ0ctuOs0uD7dTlsm91XJZBo7Yi6M4eWtQYM4L.sIcPSRT_QPOt5RCnSX96EWo42sFXVh3sfMFcKwORJPcS2XwzMwpXPqs_Vs3j.X4NVsJi1s_xfWWsF16xp2NjWQL2bb_QZclZjwtrgTGJmD_q7N7B9gqk0P3DaHB2JQ0ry4a_87iyQbKnNdQaaP8CNXy3OSVFbsoqhCODHHFB0DqzB16snmnl2o0lMLxch82a_97Re1w9Wjr3lBj1kXlgr19DWL_Nxv1qV9Htdcoxf5I_tyj3nESVD6C8oPWXhZubXB
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/stock-market-news-august-2-105446977.html
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2022/08/02/monkeypox-cases-state-numbers-outbreak/10210682002/
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/pinterest-stock-up-12-on-users-elliott-backing-154100277.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=FIHhsBAGIS9ncJBiw3GG_DhV76IthiXoocMs2enlYrw2WFJTuE1H4OKrZW3goWGz1rWl9kJMM7AK_31FP77lpO5YDYfEjziEyuEv2qFoRnMjqvHegthd0A1W2b0zLkyvVxQT0mUJpdefoEkBcRMj2HA4uIjxOdyYnTjXYTf_st7B7xWAqCiAjQ6G7Jo4RmViLl4aN8X4n3lBWdT4zFG10rVste_LVn2rRLm3pXrHD25WrG3oAG0FlA0fP.uTYSfMpDCOrZ9LyLY_SG9pSx2xmkgBJomAB3xPJKxEsgBRAC3e9BtH_PibtmLdXQEwq68zDSLoipavfJQz1oE5Xd3Ps69JyqLSMJHoq7aMIFoeuk.JL8ViM6EOC0DUHDnrN4YBtEFg08__5ZbcVfciLOfDy6EwoH3tvInTEcIo8ZLSh0oj6r1WlFFp2IEEbebExbELPqq6PiAoRC6KY7rBKxa0k_PS_Q5_i5n9qqy_Mu9m5.DPGcFJv649aww4d3i3oN.MfsnyFVVu.e_dXM9U1iKK.vWLevUnFM0g7JA2qNbdh2K5vEpQZovMLYloTmvV8UiGmyOMdRP7Nq6D0alsGHwUmolhQPC4KHPBgCZFDl_okAhczak7VCbuLzfn8Hj3X_u_SAKl0apqGhcjIZ2V81qBXZ5_EB3k1VjYrLFAF.8_0DYQPTX0EqzRlnH5WnzkgQIeII7pQCADtRfRUZ5tzXOYY.J1mDKon0TBdL1Vut7kjyibeoOfsCB5Rssd3hISXQvBPvcGMA.0NN.fuZ7OoFER4vrAI.lZwNu.IMA.tUKh47jQaZ7kgsfoKradlFA7tMeqRH7iyvF4fmXqiYB3r0FWq.sMfTuH7opDNGOxjyjJVzj31CQkeV0QsNQyK2N6CMrMR0X4DnrsD23ScipKotUdb0Eh61exLBwoePBUTEM_bLQ.tVLT8HWKreXZpMoO4Vo3KqYbGTgs53LhFZ.5ht8GqEuuM7PgInpy_cYfidgR_q9NSCuwRRtNzqfJqZpnD2HvUk2PIOdgVWRPkMUc3XVZxM4KF3h5jMAIhue1IJvc4lnUt_NFzctkzFpTP5DEScwORIEPdpNIGCIDnJvpF3OJbVtjl_enbWpoqIZKkZyjRw10OubxRCbykDalgUW.rCiYoqZIbtvlE7ZoR_DcFGbNdr_XPRhT0oK6iSxK.Y9o2LjnBfZcSO5YKSYgJemRqYBY5h3hoMevYE1ZW2HpIDvV1zhnswmFqDOdo2hqS.WCM_Z87SlTcAW66vRKEC65SIc5vxE9t.QjFY4b9Lh40U8S0NSwABlIeHltERsA7sM.gv_7OGNiC1pvp6U5Zg3kpS5j.zwgROcab36QX4EGYrKOfciR8qqKVxQfiudFNWs95opZMHC5A.cwZf4qqED1IJfDOtkXbjeWvN0zKZdz6w--
https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=fLy_NDAGIS_5u273wIE.V9mkP6K5OXtGzSYisHjMK9PRhh_uvmmnl8DIemePmv99LqyjeGFBIh5QwdYRBCSfjwAUgxPjF1Y3OIVIq.1o75kKsJcUfsN01J_vtgoduoSzMuMLWAv7Q8ktxA4sPKFOoh.V2rP1uv5N3g_jkM2QO.yV4dVNSfFaZuO9k9oIhd6IwADvLtvWQb2WHw1PL2pxh8AcVGrhqImVU1tqYvekhsnjkOEOhgJkWrQkaTjQzhXGVDax5yhe66KNxbKmhqb5FHDP7fTZQ9O.muUJ1_dqvyGjxrJjuRO0KqyMdhYSo3CBMcczmT1Zd6XewUMeauEIiTaH_b6OYn6AbnlMfzPb.TdDeUa3EoklvvYEhH4i5pq46WdYip8Xr37tY4xXS3ujZHfXNtUqhT3iSDmpBz9sRupfp4KsEvPbn_IdPzApPOK9oqHF6EdflEThukiy9GybZFRV0yl1Xqudh24tBR5dqmjmmn0xD3_R6UkoZt1U3ALqx.XUjQTM6Q6LfB1DNpnOXaebpdk29Xs3vHUIKsrc5G1_okuvl8UPk68fhYKsbN2PLNiDV53YbEwRwycSC6FK1gNeWSEeOwUE1E.tIKicLq6lTPVVUZ6W7kYlDQjp0ExnUa_FARkYNEyP6uI58I1aE8o1vziVeumlkTGbLDrG2tl.Us3xJU61ukxFHw5oy_6g_v13F2hn9K4lkpPuYQUZ9FBIGLKKZQyiM1khAtMAoofAm_CsooX_WqneISjElm3aYzAphyFkyCjZbdurRKAxSxRKbsP1lXwo6SYU7ROAnulHLvgOIGZBQvHwBgw55C8KNRnniZCWBFA37iRKgNtbh6mHJBnt4VWtA9cF7.X3u6iP4QP3bDfiKgMn5WAfywHWcusZ3Lp1MyycI4E6sAIXs0A4A7lrGfgZxF4zBWWz1bk8VRCj4uKgxEE.dgTWthAEnqJgImkDCfze0ElaiO2MTUOMddgWoGAO89K2AUg5Gzzbig_Vwu9rXFd3in8Vlu7W0GJjsBAYqY0vCQh8E8sphCX0goQyYeq1zXywX_tkvAdkwhRb0AYYzT247XkHPVF29DuxDwBim6unaWSjLbqfMZCrj1flZtfaIE9XcnPlvRNeBegI66Nhs.ldSAjCb7kZlTMcQ0ctuOs0uD7dTlsm91XJZBo7Yi6M4eWtQYM4L.sIcPSRT_QPOt5RCnSX96EWo42sFXVh3sfMFcKwORJPcS2XwzMwpXPqs_Vs3j.X4NVsJi1s_xfWWsF16xp2NjWQL2bb_QZclZjwtrgTGJmD_q7N7B9gqk0P3DaHB2JQ0ry4a_87iyQbKnNdQaaP8CNXy3OSVFbsoqhCODHHFB0DqzB16snmnl2o0lMLxch82a_97Re1w9Wjr3lBj1kXlgr19DWL_Nxv1qV9Htdcoxf5I_tyj3nESVD6C8oPWXhZubXB
https://legal.yahoo.com/us/en/yahoo/privacy/adinfo/index.html
https://beap.gemini.yahoo.com/mbclk?bv=1.0.0&es=FIHhsBAGIS9ncJBiw3GG_DhV76IthiXoocMs2enlYrw2WFJTuE1H4OKrZW3goWGz1rWl9kJMM7AK_31FP77lpO5YDYfEjziEyuEv2qFoRnMjqvHegthd0A1W2b0zLkyvVxQT0mUJpdefoEkBcRMj2HA4uIjxOdyYnTjXYTf_st7B7xWAqCiAjQ6G7Jo4RmViLl4aN8X4n3lBWdT4zFG10rVste_LVn2rRLm3pXrHD25WrG3oAG0FlA0fP.uTYSfMpDCOrZ9LyLY_SG9pSx2xmkgBJomAB3xPJKxEsgBRAC3e9BtH_PibtmLdXQEwq68zDSLoipavfJQz1oE5Xd3Ps69JyqLSMJHoq7aMIFoeuk.JL8ViM6EOC0DUHDnrN4YBtEFg08__5ZbcVfciLOfDy6EwoH3tvInTEcIo8ZLSh0oj6r1WlFFp2IEEbebExbELPqq6PiAoRC6KY7rBKxa0k_PS_Q5_i5n9qqy_Mu9m5.DPGcFJv649aww4d3i3oN.MfsnyFVVu.e_dXM9U1iKK.vWLevUnFM0g7JA2qNbdh2K5vEpQZovMLYloTmvV8UiGmyOMdRP7Nq6D0alsGHwUmolhQPC4KHPBgCZFDl_okAhczak7VCbuLzfn8Hj3X_u_SAKl0apqGhcjIZ2V81qBXZ5_EB3k1VjYrLFAF.8_0DYQPTX0EqzRlnH5WnzkgQIeII7pQCADtRfRUZ5tzXOYY.J1mDKon0TBdL1Vut7kjyibeoOfsCB5Rssd3hISXQvBPvcGMA.0NN.fuZ7OoFER4vrAI.lZwNu.IMA.tUKh47jQaZ7kgsfoKradlFA7tMeqRH7iyvF4fmXqiYB3r0FWq.sMfTuH7opDNGOxjyjJVzj31CQkeV0QsNQyK2N6CMrMR0X4DnrsD23ScipKotUdb0Eh61exLBwoePBUTEM_bLQ.tVLT8HWKreXZpMoO4Vo3KqYbGTgs53LhFZ.5ht8GqEuuM7PgInpy_cYfidgR_q9NSCuwRRtNzqfJqZpnD2HvUk2PIOdgVWRPkMUc3XVZxM4KF3h5jMAIhue1IJvc4lnUt_NFzctkzFpTP5DEScwORIEPdpNIGCIDnJvpF3OJbVtjl_enbWpoqIZKkZyjRw10OubxRCbykDalgUW.rCiYoqZIbtvlE7ZoR_DcFGbNdr_XPRhT0oK6iSxK.Y9o2LjnBfZcSO5YKSYgJemRqYBY5h3hoMevYE1ZW2HpIDvV1zhnswmFqDOdo2hqS.WCM_Z87SlTcAW66vRKEC65SIc5vxE9t.QjFY4b9Lh40U8S0NSwABlIeHltERsA7sM.gv_7OGNiC1pvp6U5Zg3kpS5j.zwgROcab36QX4EGYrKOfciR8qqKVxQfiudFNWs95opZMHC5A.cwZf4qqED1IJfDOtkXbjeWvN0zKZdz6w--

