
Mayor Muriel Bowser 
Muriel Bowser is committed to making sure every 
Washingtonian gets a fair shot in a growing and 
prosperous Washington, DC. Her administration is 
focused on making DC’s prosperity more inclusive, 
advancing DC values, and building safer, stronger, 
and healthier neighborhoods across DC’s eight 
wards. 

Washington, DC is unique in the American political 
system – the mayor, DC’s chief executive, functions 
as a governor, county executive, and mayor. Like 
governors, Mayor Bowser runs Medicaid, issues 
driver’s licenses, and has tax authority. Like county executives, Mayor Bowser runs the local jail, and, 
unlike most mayors, also oversees the public school system. In 2020, Washington, DC is home to 705,000 
people across 68 square miles, has a AAA bond rating, and an annual budget of more than $15 billion. 

On November 6, 2018, Muriel Bowser became the first woman ever re-elected as the Mayor of Washington, 
DC and the first mayor to earn a second term in 16 years. Since taking office, the Mayor has taken bold 
steps to reset DC’s global and national competitiveness, speed up affordable housing production, diversify 
the DC economy, increase satisfaction in city services, and invest in programs and policies that allow more 
families to live and thrive in DC. 

In the past five years, Mayor Bowser has: 

• added more than 57,000 jobs, reduced unemployment by 28 percent, and increased DC 
Government’s annual spending with local businesses by $200 million; 

• chaired the National League of Cities Task Force on Housing, doubled the District’s annual 
investment in affordable housing, and set a bold goal to build 36,000 new homes by 2025; 

• transformed DC’s homeless services system, building small, service-enriched shelters across the 
city and bringing chronic homelessness to a 15-year low; 

• championed a wide range of family-friendly policies, including: raising the minimum wage to 
$15/hour, adding more than 1,000 new child care seats, and focusing the DC Government’s 
attention on improving maternal health outcomes; 

• delivered a new stadium for DC United (Major League Soccer) and a new arena for the Mystics 
(WNBA) that includes a practice facility for the Wizards (NBA); 

• deployed the first major city body-worn camera program; 
• collaborated with leaders from C40 cities around the world to advance the goals of the Paris Climate 

Agreement; 
• led diplomatic and economic development missions to China, Cuba, Israel, Canada, El Salvador, 

and Ethiopia; and 
• spearheaded the 2016 voter referendum on DC statehood, with more than 86 percent of voters 

approving of statehood. 
 

Prior to becoming Mayor in 2015, Bowser served as the Ward 4 Councilmember on the Council of the 
District of Columbia – first elected in a special election in 2007 and re-elected in 2008 and 2012. As a 
Councilmember, she served as the Chairwoman of the Committee on Economic Development which 
created more than 5,000 units of affordable housing, passed legislation to build the new soccer stadium, 
and secured from the federal government the best portion of the Walter Reed campus for DC. She also led 
her colleagues to pass comprehensive ethics reform and increased transparency in government contracting. 

Mayor Bowser earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in History from Chatham University and a Master’s degree 
in Public Policy from American University, and received honorary doctorates from Chatham University 
and Trinity University. With more than 20 years of experience in local government, she first entered elected 
office as an Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner in the Riggs Park neighborhood. 


