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Michael E. Horowitz was confirmed as Inspector General for the Department of Justice (DOJ) by the 
U.S. Senate on March 29, 2012. He was sworn in as the fourth confirmed Inspector General on April 
16, 2012.  Since January 1, 2015, Mr. Horowitz also has served as the Chairperson of the Council of 
the Inspectors General on Integrity and Efficiency, having been elected in a vote of the 72 Federal 
Inspectors General who make up the Council. 
 
As Inspector General, Mr. Horowitz oversees a nationwide workforce of approximately 450 special 
agents, auditors, inspectors, attorneys, and support staff whose mission is to detect and deter waste, 
fraud, abuse, and misconduct in DOJ programs and personnel, and to promote economy and 
efficiency in Department operations.  
 
Mr. Horowitz most recently worked as a partner at Cadwalader, Wickersham, & Taft LLP, where he 
focused his practice on white collar defense, internal investigations, and regulatory compliance. He 
also was a board member of the Ethics Resource Center and the Society for Corporate Compliance 
and Ethics. From 2003 to 2009, Mr. Horowitz served as a Presidentially appointed and Senate 
confirmed Commissioner on the U.S. Sentencing Commission. As Commissioner, he was 
instrumental in rewriting the guidelines for corporate compliance programs, and for fraud, antitrust, 
intellectual property, and money laundering offenses.  
 
Mr. Horowitz previously worked for DOJ in the Criminal Division at Main Justice from 1999 to 
2002, first as Deputy Assistant Attorney General and then as Chief of Staff. Prior to joining the 
Criminal Division, he was an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of New York from 
1991 to 1999. From 1997 to 1999, Mr. Horowitz was the Chief of the Public Corruption Unit, and 
from 1995 to 1997, he was a Deputy Chief of the Criminal Division. In 1995, he was awarded the 
Attorney General’s Award for Distinguished Service for his work on a complex police corruption 
investigation.  
 
Before joining the DOJ, Mr. Horowitz was an associate at Debevoise & Plimpton and clerked for 
Judge John G. Davies of the U.S. District Court for the Central District of California.  
 
Mr. Horowitz earned his Juris Doctor, magna cum laude, from Harvard Law School and his Bachelor 
of Arts, summa cum laude, from Brandeis University. 




