TESTIMONY OF FORMER CONGRESSMAN ANH “JOSEPH” CAO
DATE:APRIL 11, 2013
TOPIC: HUMAN RIGHTS IN VIETNAM

COMMITTEE/SUBCOMMITTEE: SUBCOMMITTEE ON AFRICA, GLOBAL
HEALTH, GLOBAL HUMAN RIGHTS, AND INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

Mr. Chairman,

Basic, universal human rights have served as the basis and foundation of modern
societies for over six decades. The United Nations Declarations of Human Rights

succinetly and rightly states:

All human beings are born equal in dignity and rights. . ..

Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of
person....}

No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment,’

All are equal before the law and are entitled withowt any
discrimination to equal protection of the law . .. .*

Pope John Paul II called this Declaration “one of the highest expressions of the
human conscience of our time.” Marcello Spatafora, on behalf of the European Union,
adamantly stated: “it placed human rights at the {center] of the framework of principles
and obligations shaping relations within the international community.” Yet, the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam has for decades defiantly trampled these important principles under

its feet proclaiming to the world arrogantly that it is above what is right and decent.

! Article I of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
2 Article 3 of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
3 Article 5 of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
* Article 7 of The Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Page|1




Since 2097, Vietnam has been backsliding on human rights and is now the proud
possessor of the title “The Worst Violator of Human Rights in Southeast Asia.” Political
opposition is outlawed; repression of dissidents intensified; severe restrictions on
freedom of expression are imposed; bloggers and peaceful activists are arrested,
imprisoned, and torfured. In most cases, national security has been cited as a pretext for
the illegal arrests and criminal investigations.

One of the main groups of people who have suffered greatly under Vietnam’s
oppression has been the religious faithful and leaders. Vietnam does not hide its strict
adhetence to the Communist assertion that “religion is the opium of the people,” and they
therefore will take any measure, no matter how despicable, to suppress this basic
freedom. To defend itself, Vietnam points to its Constitution that explicitly recognizes
religious freedom. But like the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, Vietnam’s
government officials and cronies trample on the country’s Constitution replacing it with a
policy of intimidation, repression, and torture,

The case of Con Dau Parish succinctly displays Vietnam’s contempt for the rule
of law. In May of 2010, the Da Nang City People’s Committee ordered all households of
the all-Catholic Con Dau Parish to sell their residential housing to a private developer
(Sun Group) for a price that is much lower than market value. As the parishioners
rejected the deal both because of the low price and because they want to preserve their
135-year old way of life, the government used force, causing multiple injuries and several
deaths. Scores of parishioners were arrested, detained and tortured. The case of Con Dau
clearly illustrates Vietnam’s intention of wiping out a religious community through the

expropriation of farmland, cemetery plots, and residential homes of all parishioners. On
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May 4, 2010, the authorities even prohibited the burial of a 93-year old parishioner in the
parish’s cemetery. As parishioners proceeded with the funeral, the police attacked them
brutally, causing injuries to over a hundred parishioners including the elderly and
children. The police arrested 62 parishioners and tortured them for days during detention.
The communist militia caught one parishioner who attempted to escape and tortured him
to death. Seven of the patishioners identified by the government as taking the lead in
opposition to the blanket expropriation of the entire Con Dau Parish were tried and
sentenced to prison terms. Other cases of recent arrests and torture are compiled under
Exhibit A, which I would like to submit wifh this testimony for the Subcommittee’s
review and consideration. I would also like to submit the statement of Rev, Nguyen Van
Khai under Exhibit B which succinctly explains Vietnam’s position on religious freedom,
The drafters of the UN’s Universal Declaration of Human Rights sufficiently
appreciates the danger within a society when the basic freedoms of individuals and not
recognized and defended. In the Preamble the drafters state: “[Dlisregard and contempt
for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of
mankind . ...” This disregard and contempt for human rights have led to the Holocaust
under the Nazi Regime, the ‘Culturat Revolution under Stalin and Mao, and the Killing
Fields under Pol Pot when countless millions were tortured and killed for their belicfs.
Are we willing to let history repeat itself, or are we willing to do something about it? |
ask this Congress to do something about it by passing the Vietnam Human Rights Act
and the Vietnam Sanctions Act. We are America, and we understand that these rights

and freedoms are of the greatest importance for human flourishing in the modern world.
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EXHIBIT A




Recent Incidents of Torture

Compiled by BPSOS
July 28, 2011

(1) Tran Thanh Tien, subjected to torture at Cam Le Distriet Police Station, Da Nang

On May 4, 2010 as the police cracked down on the mourners attending a parishioner’s funeral in
Con Dau Parish, Tien fled to his uncle’s home. The police crashed the fences and broke down
the entrance door and captured Tien as well as others who were in hiding in the house. As he
was led to the police truck some 500 meters away, every 10 -15 meters Tien was kicked and
beaten at his legs by two police officers standing on each side. People dressed in civilian clothes
and with their faces covered attacked and beat Tien up, Tien was then handcuffed behind his
back and pushed onto the police truck, He was made to lie face down to the truck’s floor bed. At
the District Police Station, other parishioners and Tien were lined up face against the wall. The
police officers took turn to beat the detainees in the chest, sides and legs. Tien was then brought
into the investigating room for further torture. He was beaten until unconscious; his interrogators
threw water over his face to wake him up. A police officer then beat him in the back with a stack
of chairs and broke the chairs. As he refused to admit to false allegations, he was repeatedly
called in for interrogation and forced to write a self-incriminating report. A police lieutenant
named Thanh handcuffed one of his hands to the upper rim of the interrogation room’s window,
causing him to stand on his toes. This interrogator used batons, electric rods to beat him. The
interrogator said: “I will break you. Look at me well and remember my face in case you want
revenge.” On another day, a police officer with civilian clothes ordered Tien to undress. Pointing
to the bruises on his body, this officer asked what happened. When Tien answered that he was
beaten by the police, this officer beat him up badly and screamed: “Which police that beats you?
[ am a civilian, you bastard. I’ll beat you to death!” On the seventh day he succumbed and signed
the statement prepared by the police. He was released but ordered to not leave home or seck

medical care.

Tien is currently in Bangkbk, Thailand.

(2) Nguyen Lieu, subjected to forture at Cam Le District Police Station, Da Nang

On May 4, 2010, for participating in the funeral of a fellow Con Dau parishioner, he was beaten
with an electric baton and then taken to the district police station. He was pulled off the truck and
ordered to stand face to the wall. A police officer kicked him and punched him on the head.
During interrogation he was beaten until he fell unconscious. Each time he passed out, his
interrogator poured water over his face and interrogated him again. He was physically assaulted
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until he signed a statement admitting to the police’s allegation of causing public disturbance and
interference with officers on duty. He was released the next day at 10pm. He suffered multiple
injuries and could not walk for days but was ordered not to seck medical care.

Lieu is currently in Bangkok, Thailand.

(3) Tran Thanh Lam. subjected to torture at Cam Le District Police Station, 1Da Nang

On May 4, 2010 he was arrested for participating in the funeral of a Con Dau resident. He was
beaten severely on the head and then transported to the county police station, There he was
tortured by police officers during the interrogations. They beat him with batons and kicked him
in his back, belly and hips. Interrogation sessions sometimes lasted from morning to evening.
The interrogators told him to admit guilt and beat him when he did not. They told him fo lic
down and beat him on his back, He threw up blood and his body was all covered with bruises.
He was not allowed a family visit until three months later when he was transferred to a larger
prison in Hoa Khanh. During a visit by his wife, he asked her to hire a lawyer, The police did not
allow him to hire a lawyer and he was sentenced to 12 months of suspended sentence and 12
months of probation.

(4) Tran Thanh Viet, subjected to torture at District Police Station, Da Nang |

On May 4, 2010 he was arrested for participating in the funeral of a Con Dau parishioner. Police
officers beat him and dragged him to the transport truck. He was beaten badly along the way and
his body was battered. At the police station, he was subjected to further beatings during
interrogation sessions. Two police officers stood on each side and one in front of him, recording
his statement. They used batons to beat him on the head and body, and kicked his sides and back
until he became unconscious. When he regained consciousness, they forced him to signina
prepared statement to admit guilt that he did not commit such as assaulting the police. As
punishment for his refusal to admit guilt, he was placed in solitary confinement in a cell with no
light and with poor ventilation for 3 months and 9 days. He was beaten every 2 or 3 days. He was
not allowed to hire a lawyer. He was sentenced to 12 months of suspended sentence and 12

months of probation.

(5) Over 60 Con Dau parishioners subjected to torture at Cam Le District Police Station, Da
Nang ‘
According to the above eye-witnesses, most of these detainees were subjected to brutal forms of

torture including beatings, electric shocks, humiliation (stripped naked and photographed), death
threats, among others.
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6) Kra]"an Phuil, subjected to torture at the local police station in Lang Biang Village, Lam
Dong Province

On August 23, 2008, the local police broke into her home and arrested her because she helped
fellow parishioners in the Lang Biang Catholic parish to draft petitions against the government
confiscation of their land, She was handcuffed and taken to the police station, Accusing her of
treason, the police beat her on the head and in her stomach with a baton. She was slapped
repeatedly at the face. She was then locked up. For five days she was given only one small bowl
of rice per day and was kept incommunicado with her family. On the fifih day, a police officer
entered her cell and physically assaulted her. Before she was released, he told her that her life
depended on her keeping quiet on what happened during interrogation.

(7) Nguyen Thi Huan, subjected to torture at the detention center of Tay Ho District. Ha Noi

A member of the Dan Oan (Victims of Social Injustice) movement, she participated in sit-ins
since 2003. In April 2009 she was arrested and on May 17, 2010 sentenced to one year of
imprisonment for creating “public disturbance.” On June 9, 2009, the interrogator named Vu
The Anh, around 30, hanged Huan to the ceiling and used a slipper to beat her at the face and on
the head and body. As he beat her, Anh said: “You want justice? Here is justice.” Afler several
hours, Huan coughed out blood and suffered a broken facial bone. She continues to experience
pain in her head and chest.

(8) Do Van Hoang subjected to torture at the Tran Phu Detention Center, Hai Phong

During his ten months of detention (Aug 2007 — Jun 2008) Hoang was repeatedly tortured and
forced to admit to being involved in the death of a police officer. As he maintained his
innocence, the intetrogator crushed his testicles and burnt his genital. Hoang eventually had to
sign the declaration of guilt.
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(9) Ho Thi Bich Khuong subjected to torture at the K2 Detention Center, Camp 6, Thanh
Chuong, Nghe An

A member of the Victims of Social Injustice movement, Khuong was arrested and incarcerated
on Sep 12, 2008, Three male police officets used batons to beat her on her back, legs, and knees.
As she fell down, they stepped on her face with their cleated shoes. She passed out, urinated and
suffered internal bleeding, which lasted for ten days. Her legs became so swollen that she could
not wear pants. She was denied medical care and medication. She was held in solitary
confinement for 8 months.

After her release from prison, Khuong continued to pursue social justice. The evening of June
14, 2010 she was again arrested by the police. At the police station she was beaten on the head
and kicked at the face repeatedly throughout the night and was then dumped at a public park the
following day. She suffered many bruises and injuries.

(10) K’ Theo subjected to torture at police station in Moc Bai. Tay Ninh

A Montagnard in Lam Dong, he signed up to go to Malaysia as a migrant worker, There he
suffered severe exploitation, Upon return to his home village in Lam Dong, Vietnam he spoke
out about his experience. The public security police took him into custody and beat him up. e
later managed to escape to Thailand, where he joined the Vietnam Forum for Democracy. Late
last year, the UNHCR rejected both his claims and appeal, and took away his asylum seeker
certificate (UNCHR Asylum Seeker Certificate NI —23249). A UNCHR official told him that
since he knew how to come to Thailand from Vietnam, he should be able to find his way home in

safety. '

As he could not survive and faced the constant risk of being caught by the Thai police, he
decided to return to Vietnam in late 2010, He called home to Lam Dong aiid asked his sister fo
pick him up at the bus station in HCM City. On December 10, 2010 he left for Vietnam. His
sister showed up at the bus station but could not find him. His father contacted the police in Lam
Dong but was not given any information of his whereabouts. Later on his family learned from a
news article in a government publication that he had been arrested and taken into custody by the

police.

It turned out that he was captured by the Vietnamese public security police at Moc Bai, Tay
Ninh, along with another Montagnard, K’ Khiep. The police accused him of escaping Vietnam
to join the reactionaries in opposing the government. He was interrogated almost every day and
was tortured during interrogation. His interrogators beat him in the face, on his head, and all over
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his body, using with whatever available in the room, including furniture. He suffered many
bleeding injuries.

They forced him to admit to all of those accusations. He was injured both inside and on his body
due to the beatings but was not given access to medical treatment, During the 6 months in
detention, he was held incommunicado from his family; they did not know his whereabouts.

On June 14, 2011 he was released without any given reason. The police warned him against any
attempt to escape again or involvement in activities to oppose the government. They ordered
him to pay the police 3.5 million Vietnamese dong for the expenses of detaining him. As he had
no money, the police put that down as a debt that he had to pay later.

He now has to report to the local police station every day. He cannot find work to carn a living,
He has to depend on his family to survive, He is in poor health and still suffers from the injuries

inflicted while in detention.

He reported that K> Khiep was similarly tortured while in detention,

(11) Krajan K’ Khiep subjected to torture at police station in Moc Bai. Tay Ninh

UNHCR Asylum Seeker Certificate NI - 23250

A Montagnard, he also worked in Malaysia. Back at his home village in Lam Dong, Viet Nam he
was apprehended by the police after he had shared his experience of being exploited in Malaysia
with other villagers. He was reportedly beaten by the police during interrogation. He managed to
~ escape to Thailand, where he joined the Vietnam Forum for Democracy. His claims for refugee
protection were denied by the UNHCR. He returned to Vietnam on December 15, 2010 and has
reportedly been held in detention by the public security police. He was reportedly tortured almost
on a daily basis during interrogation.

Address in Vietnam: Thon Péng Tiéng , X& Lat, Huyén Lac Duong, Tinh Lam Péng
His wife’s phone has been confiscated by the public security police. ,
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Nguyen Thi The, subjected to torture at police station in Cam Le, Da Nang

PA Date and Place of Birth: 1960. Con Dau Village, Hoa Xuan Ward, Cam Le District, Da
Nang City, Vietnam

She is a member of the Catholic Parish of Con Dau, Da Nang. She was very active in the parish,
being a member of the church’s choir and volunteering for many other activities, especially with
the parish’s women organization.

When the government of Da Nang announced its plan to practically disperse the Con Dau parish,
which has had 135 years of history, she was vocal against the government’s policy and kept the
parishioners unified in the defense of their parish’s integrity.

She attended the funeral of Mrs. Dang Thi Tan on May 4, 2010 and was one of the women who
protected the coffin from being taken away by the police. She was beaten and arrested along with

- more than 60 other parishioners from Con Dau during the police crackdown. The police dragged
her to the police truck about 500 meters away, handcuffed her and started beating her mercilessly
with batons and electric rods before throwing her on the truck bed and drove her and other
parishioners to the Cam Le Police Station.

At the police station, she was hung to the ceiling beam of the investigating room. The police
- stripped her naked and took turn to beat her on her chest and stomach. They applied electric
shocks to her vagina until she went unconscious.

They ordered her to admit to motivating people to oppose the government’s policy and to atlack
the police during the funeral. She was forced to sign a self-incriminating statement while she was
in great pain and only half conscious.

After more than 6 months of detention, on October 27, 2010 at the county coust of Cam Le, she
was sentenced to 12 months of house arrest followed by 12 months of probation.

She filed an appeal to the City of Da Nang Court of Appeal pleading for her innocence and was
called to the Court January 26, 2011. She pleaded not guilty for all of the charges against her, but
the court still kept the same sentence as the lower court,

She was released in May 2011 and is now living under house arrest. She may not travel outside
~ of the village without police permission. She has heart problem and becomes fearful every time

the police visits her house.
The police constantly monitor her movement and her contacts. They instructed her not to speak

to anyone about the police beatings and torture. The police threatened to throw her in jail again if
she fails to cooperate with the police and report suspicious activities at the church or by other

members of the parish.
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¢ Thanh Lam, Con Day Parishioner

;Ie was among the hundreds of m
010. The police assaulted the m

him to the van, whi
» Which was about 500 m aw:
; : ay, and '
the police station of Cam Le District, ¥, and threw him on the floor bed. He was taken to

i; thce golflctehztatlclm, anotht?r round o'f beatings would sloon start. Qnable to walk, he was

gged up the stairs to the interrogation room. The police started interrogating him, beating him
savagel:g.' He was ordered to write a report on those who had incited him to attend tI;e f:mer%ll
The police accused him of opposing the government, He explained that no one incited him; h;:
attended the funeral out of a sense of duty among parishioners. There were three interro gat’ors
One of them pulled his belt out and flogged me on the face. Another kicked him all over the ‘
body and used a stick to beat him from the head down. He bled all over his body, which became
swollen, When he passed out, they poured cold water on his face to wake him up and then
proceeded to beat him again till 9pm. They then took him downstairs and locked him up in a cell

by himself. They did not feed him,

The following motning, another three interrogators resumed the interrogation. They asked him

questions while beating him repeatedly. For every question that he did not answer as they

wanted, they punched him in the face and chest. They forced him to denounce the inciters. In

reality there was none; he only acted according to his religious faith and the bond among
him: “We will beat you up so that you'd

neighbors. They did not accept that as truth, They told
live for only 5 years at most.” The police tortured him for 9 straight days from 8 am to 8 pm.

There were days they suddenly pulled him out of his cell at 9pm for interrogation and beating.
That happened three times.

His interrogators did not wear uniform. They insisted that he signed a pre-written document that
he was not allowed to read. As he refused to sign it, his interrogators threatened that they would
arrest his sister and other siblings and torture them similarly. On the 10™ day, he signed the
document although he knew that he had not committed any crime. After he signed it, the
interrogators told him: “Now that you admitted to your crimes, you should not expect to sec the

sun again. We will lock you up till you die rotten.”

8
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e e st st of G i,

) started to flog him using their
belts. He was then put in solitary confinement in a small cell that was pitch dark and filthy. He
was given only one bowl of rice with boiled vegetables and salt water. After 9 days, he was
transferred to a cell for prisoners with AIDS. After another 9 days, he had to sign a document
accepting his temporary detention for two months and 21 days. Every few days he was taken out
by the wardens for severe beating for no reason, 3-4 times per week.

There were days he coughed out blood because of the beating. His body was all black and blue.
He was not allowed prison visit by loved ones. On August 13, 2010, the authorities transferred

him to the detention center in Hoa Son, which is a big detention center in Da Nang City. There

was no more beating. He was atlowed family visit once every two weeks,

2.  Tran Thanh Viet, Con Dau Parishioner

Around 5 a.m. on May 4, 2010, he attended the funeral service of Mrs. Maria Dang Thi Tan in
Con Dau. At around 6 a.m., the funeral service finished and the procession to the cemetery
began. When he and the other parishioners arrived at the junction of the cemetery, the police
force blocked them. They tried to seize the coffin, They used clubs, batons, and electric rods to
ruthlessly beat the parishioners. Along with others, he tried to protect the coffin as best they
could, to keep the police force from seizing the coffin. The two sides pulled the coffin back and
forth, fighting for the coffin for about an hour before they let down. Then, the parishioners
continued to pray until about 11 a.m. After they finished praying, he went back home to his
parents’ house where he and his wife also lived. Ataround I p.m,, the police force had gathered
in large number, fired shots and beaten people ruthlessly. During this time, they had seized the
coffin of Mrs. Maria Dang Thi Tan and taken it away. They forcefully entered his parents’ home
and destroyed things in the house, destroyed their altar. At the time, there were over 50 people
in his parents’ home, and they were all arrested. The police beat them and accused he and his
family of inciting the parishioners to protest the government and engage in anti-government
activities. They used electric rods and batons to beat him from his head down to the rest of his
body. They kicked him in the stomach and hip/side with their hard-soled shoes. He became
unconscious. They handcuffed him, and four policemen dragged him on the floor while stil]
beating him. They dragged him about 500 meters (o the police car that was already waiting there.
They carried him off the ground and threw him into the car. They took him back to the police
station of Cam Le district avound 3 a.m.

The police led him up to the second floor of the station. By now, he did not have the strength to
walk on his own, but they continued to drag him along and beat him as they pulled him along.
They stepped on his two feet which made him fall down on my knees. They told him that he had
to walk even if he could not. During his interrogation, there were three policemen. One sal
across from him writing down what he was saying. The other two people stood on cach side and
continuously beat him with clubs and batons from his head down 10 the rest of his body. They
kicked his hip/side and stomach with hard-soled shoes, knocking him unconscious for 10 to 15
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minutes, When he came around, they continued to beat him and punched him in the face with
-thelr fists 8o hard, his nose started bleeding and there was a puddle of blood in front of them.
However, they still continued to beat him, They forced him to admit the charge of working with
people outside the country to organize and incite protest against the government, They accused
him of accepting all this money overseas to organtze and inclie protest Inside the country, ‘They
told him that “if you do not admit to these charges, we will beat you to death.” “They said that
they will also arrest his father because his famtly has supported and Inclted the pardshioners to
protest the government. At 7 p.m, that evening, they took him to the police post and detained

- him there untli the next morning.

On the morning of May 5, 2010, the police continued to fnterrogate him. This time, there were
two policemen, One policeman was wrlting down what he was saying and the other was

standing beside him while his hands were handcuffed to the chair, They used an electric rod on
his neok, and a club and baton to bent the rest of his body, They continued to use thelr boots to
kiok him In the hip/side and stomach, They just continued to beat him and took turns beating

him, When the two policemen wete tired from beating him, there would be two olhen policomen
to take their place and continve to beat him.

Around § p.m, on May 5, 2010, they transferced him to a prison cell, The room was no bigger
than 10 square meters and unbearably hot. There was no sunlight or fresh alr. It was
suffocating. Tt smolled of rotten things. He was locked up it this room for 3 months, 9 days,
During the first week he was Imprisoned, they continued to fake him into the interrogation room
for 5 to 10 hours & day. There were times the police pulled him out andt took him to the
interrogatlon room at 9 p.m. During the flrst week, they tortured him and ruthiessly beat him
untit he was bloody, black and blue, During the 3 months and 9 days he was detalned at the
prison in Cam Le Disteet, thoy only gave hit one bowl of rice with 2 to 3 drops of salt. Every
two to three days, the polics would come in and beat him, They used clubs and batons {o beat
him, and they would use thelr boots to kick him in the hip/side and stomach, During the 3
months and 9 days, his mental slate was destroyed, and he kept thinking that he was going to dic

in jail,

After 3 months and 9 days, they fransferred him fo the prison in Hoa Son whore he was detained
until he went to «lal,
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4, K’Theo, Vietnamese Montagnard from Lam Dong, member of pro-democracy group
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After being rejected by UNHCR and told that he would be okay if he returned to Vietnam, he
decided to return to Vietnam. The first time in or around August or September 2010 he tried to
return, he went with four other people, and was arrested in Cambodia. They searched his bag
and found some documents. He said he was Thai so they deported me back to Thailand.

- The second time (around December 2010), he went back to Viet Nam by myself. He was at the
border by Tay Ninh and was arrested there because he believes they knew he was a member of a
reactionary organization. He was on a tour bus, but at the Cambodian-VN border, he was asked
to get down, The border police remembered him from before and searched his bag. Also,
present were Vietnamese police. The arrest had been a joint operation between the Vietnamese
and Cambodian police. He found out about this after the second arrest when the Viethamese
police showed him evidence of his first arrest by the Cambodian police.

After his arrest at the VN border, the VN police asked him why he was bringing leaflets from his
reactionary organization and recruitment papers. He was locked up in a cell at Moc Bai near the
border for nine days and interrogated. They asked him if he wanted to overthrow the
government, if he intentionally went against the government? He said he didn’t do anything
wrong, and they started to beat him. They tied him to the bars on a window by his arms so his
feet did not touch the ground. They used their fists at first, and then they tied some cloth around
their hands and then they hit him. They used electric shocks and shocked his penis. They
wanted him to cooperate with them to arrest the others in his organization. But he refused. This
all occurred during the first day of his arrest.

On the tenth day, he taken to B4, Tay Ninh Prison and detained there for about six months, He
was held in a cell that was three cubic meters with two other individuals, They beatings
continued for about six months, Once, they used a pen and put it between my fingers and
crushed the two fingers and turned the pen while his fingers were tightly pushed together. Ifhe
didn’t answer when they asked him questions, they would beat him, They used a small knife to
cut his finger, Sometimes they used a wooden stick to hit his ankles, sometimes they used their
feet to kick his ankles, This occurred while he was still being hung on the bars of the window,
Every time, there would be a “working session,” they would hang him up. This occurred about
three to four times a week.

In the daytime they hurt him so badly, he screamed loudly so others could hear, They decided to
interrogate him in the evening, so they would transport him to the police station every evening,
The evening working sessions were a ot worse. At the police station, they would have him
stand in water and then shock him. They shocked him about twice a day, especially when he
refused to cooperate.

During the sixth months, they also drew blood from him with a big syringe. Each time, the big
syringe was filled with blood. He doesn’t know why. This happened three times, The nurse
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was a female police officer. When he went home, he was nearly drained of blood and had to go
to the doctor.

His food ration was rice and salt and vegetables that had caterpillars in there.

In the sixth month they told him, you either confess or we’ll kill you - you have to help yourself.
He managed to make a deal with them to help them arrest two individuals as a condition to his
release. He was released after six months (June 2011) even though they sentenced him to eight
months. (He never went to trial, but there’s a document that says he had a term of temporary
detention for eight months,)

5. Duong Hong Tham, Former Boat Person Returnee and Mcember of Pro-Democracy
Group

Upon being forcibly repatriated to Vietnam, he was under house arrest and under constant
surveillance by the Vietnamese police and required to report regularly. Thereafter, he was called
in for interrogations on several occasions. Two of the most gruesome experiences took place in
2006 and 2007 when he was interrogated by the Ho Chi Minh City police at 237 Nguyen Van Cu
Street, District 1.

September 2006

On September 17, 2006, he received a phone call from the Ho Chi Minh City police requesting
him to report to 237 Nguyen Van Cu Street, District 1, Ho Chi Minh City for something that
involved him. On the morming of September 17, 2006, he came to 237 Nguyen Van Cu Street,
~ District 1, Ho Chi Minh City. It was around 9 a.m. when [ went to the office. Initially, one
uniformed policeman brought me in where there was another uniformed offer waiting for me. A
few minutes later 3 uniformed officers arrived and some time later 5 individuals in civilian
clothing also came in. They started falking to each other about him: “Is this guy part of the
reactionary group?” and the person standing next to him nodded his head. They pointed to a
chair and asked him to sit down. An officer sitting across from him asked: “Do you know why
we asked you to come here?” He said no.

The officer continued: “You are pretending; how do you not know?” He responded: “You asked
me to come here and I came. I do not know anything.” The policeman said: “I will let you
know.” An older policeman said, “Stop. Let’s work,” At this time, the office only had 3
policemen. The officer sitting across from him took out some paperwork and told him, “From
this moment, if you need to leave the office you must ask, And now we are going to ask you
questions and you must answer truthfully, who are part of your group? Who is the head of the
reactionary group ? What is his name? Where does he live? How many people
are there? Where do you meet? You work together to oppose the government and distort the
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party’s policy. If you do not answer truthfully you will be imprisoned indefinitely; therefore, you
must answer truthfully in order to receive clemency from the Party and the government, ©

They asked him about his friends from the refugee camp in Thailand and what they were doing.
He said he didn’t know. Suddenly from behind him there were several punches to his neck, his
chest, and his stomach, He fell out of his chair and someone in a white polo shitt pulled him up

and sat him in the chair,

Police: “You must truthfully confess, who did you collude with to oppose the government? [f
you do not answer clearly then you must face severe consequences.” “Where did you meet them
the last time? When? What are you responsibilities? Who is the head of the group?”

He answered: “After my repatriation my focus was on working and I did not meet them.” He
was pulled out of the chair; the individual in civilian clothing repeatedly kicked him. They said,
“You are hard-headed, frying to shelter your associates, you must tell the truth in order to stop
this investigation.” Then, there was a loud voice coming outside of the door that said: “If he
doesn’t want to confess, then take him away.”

He followed the plainclothes policemen, He walked down the hallway with someone walking
behind him the whole time. They turned on the light, and he saw a metal door. The person in
front unlocked the door and motioned for him to enter. Once he was inside, they began to beat
him - they used their hands, their feet and rubber sticks. He was beaten until he became
unconscious. When he regained consciousness, h ewas parched. His feet were chained to a metal
stick. It was completely dark, and he had no idea what time it was.

A few hours later, the light was turned on. He heard the door being opened and 2 individuals
holding batons in their hands shouted: “Are you willing to inform us about your co-conspirators?
What were you being stubborn? You dared to do it but are not willing to admit it! I will let you
rot here.” He was frightened. “Please release me. I do not dare to go against anything.” They said
“Fuck you. You continue to deny it? There’s evidence and you still persist.” They uncuffed him
and brought me outside, He asked to use the toilet and they waited outside while he was using
the toilet. They then brought him back to the room where there was someone thete waifing. The
policeman asked: “Are you ready to answer now? We do not want to bother you, we only nced
you to give us information and confess, Then you will receive amnesty from the Party and from
the government.” He was silent, He said he was thirsty and hungry and had a headache. He was
also dizzy because of high blood pressure.

The police said: “If you answer truthfully then we will give you what you need. Of all the people
that we asked you about, you do not know a single person?” He said he only know them when
they were in a refugee camp in Thailand.
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The questioning continued . Then, he was brought to the old room, and they did not give him
food, He could not walk so he sat on the floor and rested his feet on the metal bar. Sometime
later, they brought him a box of food and bottled water. They said: “Eat and then tell us all that
you know and you will receive amnesty. You are suffering because you oppose us, and this
implicates your family too.” He said: “I do not oppose to anything. If you feel that I have
committed a crime, then please take me to court.”

Police: “Do not challenge us. We have enough evidence to convict you.” He was sifent.

The police left and did not say anything else. The room was quiet. Then, the door to a nearby
room was opened. He heard punching, kicking and falling noises. There was also crying. Fle
imagined being tortured, and his heart began racing. He was shaking,

The police took me out at random times, during the day and night. They intentionally made him
stressed and panicky in order for him to confess.

In the morning of September 26, 2006, I was called to the office “to work.”

The police said: “Due to the humanity of the Party and the country, we are letting you go home
to think about who your friends are, What are they doing? Where do they live? Especially those
who belong to Group and the former refugees from Thailand. Before you
leave, you must write an affidavit stating that we have not worked with the police in the past few
days, you were not investigated or detained by the police. Do not disclose this with anyone,
including your wife and children, Once you are done with the affidavit then we will temporarily
release you to return home to think carefully. When we call you for you then you must repott to
the station immediately. You cannot miss showing up for any reason.”

He went home and his wife took me to Ba Ria Hospital because of the multiple injuries inflicted
by the beatings, in addition to his heart problems and high blood pressure. He was discharged
after more than 2 weeks,

March 2007

On March 7, 2007, he received a phone call from the city police to report at 237 Nguyen Van Cu
Street. As soon as he set foot into the old room, he noticed there were several officers there,
some with and some without their uniforms. From behind, a hand pushed him inside the room.
He heard a shout: “It’s you again. This time you cannot deny anything!”

They again interrogated him about his associations and the people he knew from the refugee
camp in Thailand. He again denied everything.

The plainclothes policeman took him to the cell. They handeuffed him in the back, and his [cet
were cuffed to a long metal bar, At first he was in pain, then his body was stiff, and afterwards,
he did not feel anything. When a policeman uncuffed his hands, they felt like pieces of wood. He
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did not feel his hands or his body. They gave him water. When he became conscious, his fect
were still bound. Periodically, they would give him some rice in a plastic bag and a small botile

of water.

On March 16, 2007, the police took him “to work.” He was sitting across from the police
investigator and suddenly fell out of his chair. He sat on the floor to regroup and awhile later 2
plainclothes policemen brought in a stack of paperwork. The police gave him a pen and paper
and told him to write an affidavit not to disclose the fact that he was detained by the police,
including the interrogation. After he finished writing and handed the affidavit to the officer, they
let him go home but warned him that he would have to cooperate with them.

When he got home he had difficulty breathing, and his family had to buy medication for him,
This time, the beatings were worse than the other times, When his family inquired about his
injuries, he had to lie to them and tell them he was in a car accident.

April 2007

On April 23, 2007, the Ba Ria-Vung Tau Police summoned him. On the morning of the 23" he
did not make it to the station yet before 2 police from the Phuoc Hoi Village Police came to his
house to take him. They took him to Dat Do District. He was taken to the 1* floor. There were
many policemen seated at the table measuring about 2 meters. He was seated. About 6
policemen interrogated him. There were also plainclothes individuals walking around the table,
sometimes injecting questions. They again asked him about the reactionary group, the people in
the refugee camp in Thailand and certain individuals he worked with as well as members and
leaders of other reactionary groups. They tried to lure him to confess by telling him that other
members of his group already revealed his work to them,

They took out a stack of hand-written documents, and together with the list, they set everything
in front of him.The two policemen behind him kicked and punched him. He fell into a corner.
An older officer from the North said to put him in a cell, They handcuffed him and took him to
the cell. His feet were chained tightly to a metal stick, his hands were cuffed in front of him,
blood poured from his mouth soaking his shirt. In the dark, he could smell the stench, and he laid
on his back. Awhile later, the door opened and two people uncuffed him, They told him to go
out. The starless sky was black. His body felt like being cut by knives. He followed the police
and in front of them, there was a plainclothes individual walking towards them with a flashlight.

The plainclothes policeman said: “Ask if he’s willing to talk and if he’s stubborn then initiate the
paperwork to put him in jail.”

16
BPSOS - July 28, 2011 Recent Incidents of Torture




They took him into a lighted room and told him to sit down. The police sitting across frons him
slammed on the table and said: “Who are your co-conspirators? What do they do? Whetre do they
live? Who is in charge? When did you begin to conspire against the government? Who is the
instigator? Which overseas reactionary group support and recruit you all? Report everything
truthfully.” They gave him a pen and paper and told him to write.

He said “I don’t know anything. If you have proof then just put me in jail and don’t hit me
anymore.” The police said: “The government is very stern when it comes to the reactionary
individuals like you and your cronies. You must answer truthfully in order to receive amnesty
from the Party and the government.” '

Before they left they told him to think and then inform them about “What do the people in your
group do? Their titles? Who's the person in charge? Where did you receive the reactionary
materials from? You must report everything in details.” The two policemen left the room. He
was in the room by himself, hungry and thirsty. His body ached but he did not dare to get up
because he was afraid that they would frame and charge him with another crime.

Two hours later nearing dawn, an officer came to the room and asked if he was done. He said *
do not know anything. How can you ask me to report?”

The policeman said: “You continue to be stubbormn? Go.” They brought him to the cell located
across from the old cell. They pushed him inside. This time ,they only chained his feet. He asked
for water and they said “you can drink after you answer truthfully.”

In a dreamlike state, he heard the door open and an officer brought in a bag of food and a bottle
of water. The policeman said: “Eat and then answer truthfully. Confess your crimes and promise
not to commit a crime again then you will receive amnesty. Why be in the opposition to suffer.”
Then he locked the door and left.

Twice in the daytime, and once in nighttime, the police brought him out to write an affidavit and
at each time he said he didn’t know anything. They handcuffed him in the back, chained his feet
to a metal bar, did not feed him, and he released himself on the spot, His entire body was
numbed, and he wanted to die but did not know how.

On July 14, 2007, the police called him in to their office, and they gave him a shirt to wear.

The police said: “You are receiving amnesty from the Party and the Government, This is your
first incident, We are temporarily releasing you to think. When you receive a summon you must
report at the station. When you go home, if you leave the area then you must inform the
government. If there’s someone new coming to your house or if your friends urge you to go
incite destruction then you must report to us for amnesty. Now write an affidavit stating that you
will not divulge to anyone, inctuding your wife and children, about this temporary detention.”
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After writing the affidavit, he was allowed to go home.

October 2009

In October 2009, the Ba Ria-Vung Tau Province Police issued a summon for him to report at the
station. After he arrived, they took him to an empty room, it was not a cell, and they pushed him
inside. They said: “Stay in there and think long and hard about the time when you met up with

) when they were just released from jail. You all
continued to work against the revolutionary government; you must must inform us of all of your
activities and confess your crimes in order to receive clemency from the party and the
government. This country is being governed by the Communist Party and when you oppose the
management and policy of the Party then you violate the law and we will arrest all of you.”

He replied: “I do not oppose you. [ have told you numerous times, they are my friends from
refugee camp in Thailand.”

Police: “If you intentionally conceal information from us then do not blame why the government
is harsh. Are you willing to provide information now?” I responded that I can not report anything
to them because I do not have any information to give. :

They then took him to a cell. Two plainclothes individuals kicked him with hard-soled shoes.
They chained his feet to a metal stick, cuffed my hands in the back, and closed the door.

The next they uncuffed him and took me out of the room. They let him use the toilet and brought
him back up to the room and continued the investigation, They produced paper and pen and told
him to write an affidavit about who him conspired with to go against the government. He stayed
at the interrogation room the entire morning and did not write anything. After several hours,
they finally released him and made him write an affidavit that he would not disclose the working

session to anyone.

6. Cil Dung, Vietnamese Montagnard from Lam Dong

His son was a victim of labor trafficking, Upon his son’s return to Vietnam from Malaysia, his
son become vocal in protesting the government and joined a pro-democracy group. His son was
beat and detained by the government several times so he went into hiding in Saigon. Aftera
close colleague was arrested, his son had to escape Vietnam to seek asylum in Thailand in 2008.

After his son left in 2008, the government did not leave his family alone. They continually
monitored and interrogated his family and him about his son and accused him of working with
his son to “create public disorder” with the intention to subvert the Vietnamese government.
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Many times, the police came to his house to interrogate and arrest me. Those times, he refused to
go with them, they caused physical damage to his home.

On February 5, 2011, the Ward police came to his home and arrested him arbitrarily. He was
locked up in a dark, cold cell and was barely fed. They pulled him out of his cell to be
interrogated sometimes twice a week and sometimes 5 or six times a month. He was often beat
while in detention especially when he did not answer their questions even though he truthfully
did not know the answers. While detained, they tortured used a Taser gun and electric baton to
torture him; as a result, his left hand is disabled and he now experiences blutriness of vision.
They detained him for four months without ever formally charging him or allowing him to go to
trial.

On June 1, 2011, they made him write a confession statement admitting the charges they made

against him. But he continued to deny the charges and also told them that he was illiterate and
can only speak Vietnamese, They then read him a confession statement that they wrote, and he

was forced to sign it admitting to the charges against him. At that point, he was so exhausted so
he just signed the statement, Then, he was finally released on June 2, 2011.

On June 14, 2011, the Ward police came to his house. He was not at home at the time. [is
youngest son, Krajan Bloan, was sleeping in the house. The police started making a lot of noise
and hitting the house. Bloan woke up and open the door. They immediately started beating him.
Then, they handcuffed Bloan and asked him where his father went. Bloan said he didn’t know,
They dragged him over to their car, and Bloan refused to get in. So, they kicked him making
him fall and hit his head against the car door. They started to beat him ruthlessly, and he losl
consciousness. Bloan came to the next morning and found stitches on his head. He could not
move his arm because his collarbone was displaced from the beating. Bloan has stitches and
scars on his head. He has visited hospitals in Bangkok to be treated.

7. Nguyen Duc Vinh, Former Boat Person Returnce and Member of Pro-Democracy
Group

He is one of the founding members of a pro-democracy group formed primarily by former boat
people returnees from Sikiew camp in Thailand. Beginning in 2010, the Vietnamese government
cracked down on members in his organizations and related organizations. On August 24, 2010,
he was served with a formal written request to repott to Police Force PA38 Protection Unit of
Dong Nai province. He was out of town in Lam Dong province at the time, partly to work and
partly because he knew that the police in Dong Nai were started going after him. The police who
served the summons ordered his wife and kids that they had to tell him to come home and report
to the Interrogation Unit on August 31, 2010 otherwise they would issue a criminal order to hunt

him down,

On August 31, 2010, he had to return to Bien Hoa and repott to the Police Force PA38 Protection
Unit of Dong Nai Province. There, he met up with a policeman named Nguyen Thanh Long (he
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is not sure of his ranking/titie) and two other younger policemen in plainclothes, one of whom
was named Tan. Mr, Long gave him a list and a picture and asked him about each person on the
list and in the picture. He asked him the same questions as in the past such as: “Where did you
meet this person? How do you know this person? What is their address and telephone number?
After release from prison, when did you meet this person? Where was the last place you met this
person? What did they say? What documents did they give you? They reported that they
delivered documents to you, that you met with this person, that person at this place or that
place... You have to report to the truth to enjoy leniency from the government, This person
already reported everything about you, we know everything...if you are stubborn and conceal the
truth we will imprison you indefinitely...” He just answered: “They are friends from the
refugee camp in Thailand! I have to worry about making a living. I did not meet with them, |
don’t know them, I don’t know anything about this...” Suddenly, from behind, the two young
plainclothes policemen punched him in the hip causing him to fall to the ground, as they yelled:
“You are a reactionary but you keep speaking this rhetoric, we have clear evidence but you keep
saying you don’t know anything. All the while, all your friends are fierce reactionaries. Let’s
just beat him mercilessly and throw him in prison!” One person lifted him up and the other
person punched him in the stomach twice. Suddenly a voice from outside said loudly: “Dor’t
hit him anymore. He is not a criminal! Take him to the room downstairs.” The two plainclothes
policemen handcuffed him and took him to a dark room with no sunlight. A moment later, he
was able to see old furniture in the room. They shouted at him: “We have enough evidence,
The people in your group reported everything to us. If you are smart, you should admit it and we
will reduce your crime/punishment, If you keep denying it, we will beat you to death and put
your skeleton in prison! You decide!” Then they locked the door and left him in the room and
did not feed him or give him any water. That night, he was handcuffed and slept on the ground.

During the night, they came to wake him 4 times and interrogated him, asking him the same
questions. After each time, he would have to write a statement for a total of four statements.
Each time, he wrote the same thing — that these people were friends from the refugee camp and
they help each other earn a living; that he didn’t know what they do; that he did not know the

other people.

The following day in the afternoon, they brought in a bag of rice and a glass of water and look
off his handcuffs. They told him: “Eat the rice and then report everything to us truthfully. We
will then release you, Don’t be foolish. The people in your group already reported everything to
us. If you deny everything, you will just be punished more heavily! If you report truthfully, the
government will be lenient with you.” After he finished eating, they led him upstairs to the room
he was in the day before, They continued to interrogate him. They then made him write a
statement, and he wrote exactly what he had told them, They made him write an affidavit
pledging that he would not tell anyone about what they investigated him about, including his
wife and children. In the end, they told him: “We will let you go home for now so you can
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think more about this! When we call you, you will have to report to us immediately.” They
released him,
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EXHIBIT B




STATUS OF RELIGIOUS FREEDOM IN VIETNAM:
THE CATHOLIC CHURCH'S SITUATION

The Vietnamese government claims that our people enjoys religious freedom. When discussing
religious freedom, officials frequently display pictures of recently built churches and scenes
showing large numbers of believers attending Masses to convince others that there is religious
freedom in Vietnam. Nothing is further from the truth.

A. “FREEDOM*” AS DEFINED BY THE GOVERNMENT
1. Free to Worship? No. Forced to Renounce One’s Faith? Yes.

Evervone knows that once a person declares his faith, the government will restrict his fundamental
rights and apply ingenious methods of discrimination. All believers feel the government's pressure
to varying degrees. Government employees who are known to be believers could be fired or at least
be shunned and passed over when it comes to awards and promotions, If the person who becomes a
believer is someone with stature, the government will use its entire political apparatus, consisting of
many organizations and groups, to put pressure on the person and his family. In remote villages in
the highlands and near the country’s border, the government uses force to prevent people from
practicing their refigion or to make them renounce their faith. In Northwestern Vietnam, the
government even uses border guards for this purpose.

At the same time, in cities from Ha Noi to Quang Ngai to Saigon, from 2008 on, when Catholics
apply for identity cards or household registration, the police would issue such documents with the
word “NONE” next fo the “Religion” item, even after the applicant had declared that he was
Catholic on the application form. Whatever its motive, the police is clearly pressuring people ta
renounce their faith, at least on official documents. In practice, when these people engage in
activities aimed at preserving justice and truth, the police would claim that they are not Catholics in
view of their official documents. Moreover, these people would encounter many. difficulties when
applying for admission to schools or for employment, selling property, or dealing with a
government agency. The government employees would try to make the process very difficult for
such applicants. We witnessed a number of such tragic cases involving people who were trying to
sell their houses in Ha Noi. Therefore, if someone applies for an ID card or household registration,
he should check the documents issued by the government very carefully and immediately request
any needed corrections. Otherwise such persons would become victims of the government’s tactic
of using the administrative process as a tool of religious oppression.

2. Free to go to church, to assemble, or pray? No!

On the books, Vietnam’s law recognizes freedom of religion. However, the government continues
to violate this freedom in many locations throughout the country.

In Saigon, in the sprawling Phu My Hung region, when nuns and private citizens asked for priests
to come and celebrate Mass, the goveriment put up all kinds of obstacles. After a long struggle by
the applicants on behalf of their right to religious freedom, the government finally allowed the nuns
to invite some priests to come and celebrate Mass, but only in the early morning howrs when hardly
any believer could attend!

In Hanoi, when people went to the Dong Chiem Church to pray and engage in charitable work, the
police blocked their way and used violence, causing dozens to be injured. When Catholics from
other parishes come to Thai Ha Church on religious occasions, the government usually tries to stop
them or harass them through tactics such as shooting at the tires on their vehicles, confiscating
driver licenses, preventing vehicles from entering the town, prohibiting vehicles from other towns
. to use highways and streets that lead to Thai Ha Church. They even tried to prevent a bishop lrom
celebrating Mass in Thai Ha, e.g., Bishop P.X Nguyén Van Sang when he led a group of priests and
believers who traveled from Thai Binh Diocese to Thal Ha Parish on their annual pilgrimage.




It is even worse in the mountainous and border areas. For example, in many locations under the
jurisdiction of the Redemptorists in Gialai, priests and even the bishop could not come to celebrate
Mass. In Lai Chau, Son La and Dién Bién, the local government does not acknowledge any
religious establishment and consequently has not allowed any church to be built or priests from
other locations to come and celebrate Mass over the past several decades. Only recently the
government started to allow a few priests to celebrate Mass in a “semi-official” way at a few spots
along Highway 6. Still, in many hamlets in the three provinces, local authoritics continue to harass
Catholics who gather in someone’s home for prayers. Such harassment includes fines, arrests and
beatings. 1, myself, had to celebrate mass in hiding during the night usually in the basement of
private homes. Several times 1 had been hunted down by the police and the faithfu! had to lead me
to the woods and steep hills to avoid police's pursuit,

3. Free to build places of worship? No!

Vietnam’s law allows Catholics to remodel, repair or build churches, monasteries and other church
facilities. It is quite a challenge to implement any of this in practice because government officials at
all levels will try hard to prevent such activities.

First: With respect to existing facilities, the government uses delaying tactics when the Church
submits applications for repairing or remodeling, or for building on Church land. Government
officials usually come up with reasons to deny parishes or religious orders’ requests for construction
permits that would meet their needs. For example, Fr. Pham Minh Trieu, pastor of Bao Long parish
in Nam Dinh, has tried for 15 years in vain to apply for a permit o renovate the parish church. The
local government would do anything to hinder the repair or building project of the church as
proposed by the parishioners. Fr. Trieu also reported that as the parishioners were digging pond and
building the monument of Our Lady in the front yard of their church, police and soldiers were sent
out to harass and prevent them from doing so.

Second: In the remote regions or in the highlands, construction of church is strictly prohibited by
the government; the government always tries to block the construction of new churches and prevent
believers from engaging in religious activities in spite of the large number of Catholics living there,
In Son La, Lai Chau and Dién Bién, with a combined area of 45,000 km?, not a single church has
been built to serve the large number of resident Catholics. The government has not provided land or
allowed the Church to accept land donated by private citizens for this purpose.

Third: In new new urban developmenis and new commercial zones of existing towns, the
government has not allowed the construction of new churches to meet the needs of the faithful. For
example, there is no church building in the Phi My Hung area in the southern part of Saigon, a so-
called “modern® development. Moreover, when the government implemented modernization plans,
they demolished existing churches and forced the faithful to relocate. In Saigon, the government
tore down the church and the lepers’ asylum in Thanh Binh, and uprooted all the Thu Thiem
parishioners when it carried out the modern development of Thu Thiem District, The government is
also applying pressure with the aim of tearing down the church and monastery of the Holy Cross
Order as part of their plan for commercial development. The government did the same to Du Loc
Parish and Dong Yen Parish in Ky Anh, Ha Tinh Province when it established the Viing Ang
commercial district. '

Fourth: With respect to religious orders, the government forbids the building of new convents and
monasteries in areas served by the orders. When members of an order first come to a new area, they
must make do with facilities borrowed from the local parish or purchased as the property of one of
the members. The fact that these facilities are legally private property and not church property,
contributes to the risk of them being confiscated or being ordered to vacate as the government
attempts to put a halt to such religious activities.




Fifth: The government has torn down church properties -- or modified or changed their use - th'at it
had "borrowed", "leased"”, or forcibly taken from the Church in an illegal manner. Its objective is to
obliterate the religious character of the properties and transform them into private properties, Right
in Hanoi, the government still occupies the Pa Minh Church, one of the most beautiful churches in
Hanoi (at the Hing Vwong-Chiia Mt C6t intersection). in the past, the government used it as a
restaurant. In 2011 the goverment is tearing down the Carmelite and Saint Paul de Chartres
monasteries, church properties that had been used by the government in their original form untit
recently. Also in Hanoi, the government took land from the Fatima Order (Ham Long Parish) in
order to build a public school, seized the church and has been using it as an administrative facility,
while letting non-Catholic families live in the building in an attempt to erase the religious character
of the property. Such offical tactics can be seen in many towns and cities.

B. INSTANCES OF LACK OF FREEDOM AND UNEQUAL TREATMENT

The government has treated Catholics and the Catholic Church in the harshest manner. This
mistreatment and discrimination can be categorized as follows:

1. Church property is not protected under the law

Beginning in 1954 in the North when the Communist Party took power in Northern Vietnam and in
1975 in the South when it took over South Vietnam, it has not recognized the people's right to own
land — a reactionary legal approach that goes against the flow of modern democracy and serves as
the basis for the government to confiscate properties {actually for the benefit of high-level officials).
However, the government has acknowledged the “land use” rights of individuals and organizations
through the issuance of certificates, popularly known as "Red Certificates”, authorizing such uses or
certifying their ownership of real estate built on the land.

There is one exception: the government does not issue Red Certificates to religious organizations,
resulting in virtually no parish or religious order in Vietnam having documents that prove their
ownership of properties. When asked about this, government officials usually give the standard
response: “because the government has not had time to develop policy” or “the government has not
yet studied the matter and extended the practice to religious organizations”, In itself, this response
revealed the government's discriminatory freatment of religious organizations. The misery does not
end there, Without papers proving their rights to use land and ownership of buildings, parishes and
religious orders have a terrible time in their transactions with utilities companies and in handling
affairs related to their properties. In addition, they have to live with an ever-present risk, arbitrary
confiscation by the government. If the victim protested, the government would ask for proof of
ownership, When the victim presented papers issued by the previous government, government
officials would say: "Documents issued by the old regime are not valid”. The regime refuses to
issue ownership documents, but asks for such documents while refusing to accept documents issued
under the previous political system when it wants to rob the Church, If a religious organization
reacted strongly and the international community showed concern, as in the matter of the apostolic
delegation's propeerty in Théi Ha, thie government would try to brush over the issue by labeling it
“a dispute related to land ownership", not a religious freedom issue.

The Communist government had other tricks up its sleeves. Five years ago, soon after it issued the
decree on religious matters in 2005, in 2006 it requested that religious organizations apply for
property ownership documents. However, after the parishes and religious orders listed all their
properties, including those already confiscated, the government stopped in its tracks and continued
its policy of not issuing Red Certificates to religious organizations. Any organization that wants to
‘proceed must accept the loss of their illegally seized propeities. For this reason, church property is
still like the appetizing morsel dangling from a string in front of a cat - the insatiable Communist
Party whose hatred for religion is well known. Can there be religious freedom when the faw does
not acknowledge the Church's ownership of its properties, when religious organizations are never
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sure about being able to use of their own land and facilities that they have been using for over a
century? The regime's tactic has been nothing less than a covert and devious effort to neutralize and

oppress religion,

2. The Church is not free to carry out her traditional religious activities,

In Vietnam, the Church is not at all free fo engage in traditional activities, i.e., religious events must
be approved by the government. Retreats, conferences involving local, national or international
religious groups must have official approval, unless one wants to run the risk of harassment and
reprisals, including petty revenge. The Church has no freedom in establishing dioceses, parishes,
religious orders, and convents and monasteries. The government requires seminaries to let
government employees teach Vietnamese history, actually the history of Vietnam's Comimunist
Party, for propaganda purposes and to influence the thinking of future clergy members, The
government controls the seminaries' admission process, the ordination of new priests, the re-
assignment of priests, etc. The Church must REQUEST authorization and may only carry on once
the government has given its APPROVAL. From 2005 on, the government has replaced the word
"REQUEST" with the word "REGISTER", but the system is still the "REQUEST - APPROVAL"
system that is now more cleverly disguised. If the government does not "APPROVE" and a church
organization or a clergyman still goes ahead, the government will call the activity illegal, try to
black it, and retaliate later, In 2010 the government prevented two Redemptorist seminarians from
being ordained, using tactics such as asking the appropriate bishops to desist from ordaining these
two.

Vietnam's government even inteferes with the appointment of bishops, an activity that is clearly
under the Vatican's purview. The government accepts only the Vatican's choice of bishops if (he
individuals have been approved by the government, nominally by the office of the prime minister.
In practice, the approval comes from the People's Committee, the Bureau of Religious Affairs, and
the police, from the central government to the provincial and city level. Should the central
government approve and the provincial or city government disagree, the process would grind to o
halt, When a Vatican-proposed candidate is not approved by the government, the appointment of a
new bishop can take years, Some dioceses went up to 12 years without a bishop, e.g., Hung Héa
from 1991 to 2003, In practice, the government interferes grossly in Church affairs and is carrying
out a strategy aimed at oppressing the Church in a sophisticated and devious way. How can the
Church maintain its independence and authority? How can the Church appoint the type of bishops
that suits her needs when the government has a say in each step? Therefore [ believe that the Church
and Vietnam's government have been dealing with each another on playing field that is anything but
level, a dysfunctional situation that has diminished the Church's legitimate autonomy,

3. Catholics do not have equal rights, including political rights.

In the past, the Communist Party did not enroll members who are Catholics. Only those who
renounced their faith and Christian nature were accepted into the party, after declaring that they
were atheists. However, from 2000 on, the party started to recruit Catholics in an attempt to use
these new Communists in its assault on the Church. Communists who happen to be Catholic are
practically denied the chance to play any leadership role within the government. They arc not
promoted to mid-level and senior positions. Even in areas where the proportion of Catholics among
the local population is very high, e.g., Thai Binh, Nam Bjnh, Péng Nai, etc., no Catholic has been
promoted beyond the position of chairman of the village administrative committee. At the present
time, we have not seen any Catholic holding the position of chairman at the district, province and
_city level. Currently there is not a single Catholic among the ministers of departments and the
officer corps of the armed forces. In every governmental unit, including scientific organizations,
Catholics have not been promoted to responsible positions even if they are ethically and technically
qualified.




4. The Chureh is not freated like other organizations with respect to financial and commercial
activities '

The government allows domestic and foreign entities to lease land and buy propetties for building
manufacturing and commercial facilitiets, going as far as letting Chinese and Taiwanese lease land
and build their commercial and industrial centers in Vietnam, Ironically, the same government docs
not alfow the Church to lease or buy land, or use her properties for income-producing activities.
Worse, the government is illegally occupying land and commercial facilities that once belonged to
the Church, and forbids Church organizations from opening bank accounts. This discriminatory
measure considerably hampers the recelving of monetary aids for religious or social projects from
benefactors.

The government often hinders the operation of companies and stores owned by Catholics, Worse,
when a Catholic community happens to be in a location with high f{inancial potential and increased .
fand value, the government would draft "development plans” with the intent to force the residents to
leave their homes or destroy their businesses. Examples include the confiscation of land belonging
to Cdn DAu parishioners in the Pa Ning Diocese; the demolition of Chg S#t in the town of Bién
Hoa, within the Xuan Loc Diocese — an important business center of the Church; the demolition of
the residential section of the parish and facilities of the Holy Cross Order in Thu Thiém -- a
residential area, a church and an ancient monastery in Saigon that happened to be located on a
highly desirable piece of land.

5, Socially, there is no equality for Catholics

The government considers Catholics second class citizens everywhere. Laborers, government
employees, and students at all levels are the subject of monitoring and oppression. The government
uses subtle and sometimes grossly obvious means to discriminate. For example, T, a college student
from Thai Ha Parish who had been active in religious activities, has been watched closely by the
police. At graduation time, the police pressured his college to deny him his diploma.

Moreover, the government does not accept Church organizations as legal entities, The government
and many entities still do not recognise the seals and signatures of Church officials representing
dioceses, parishes and religious orders. Consequently, the clergy's activities are constrained. For
example, I cannot use libraries because their management does not recognize letters of infroduction
issued by the Father Superior of my order. The People's Committee with jurisdiction over my
monastery refuses to issue a letter of introduction to me, claiming that 1 am not under their purview.
When I try to do business at a bank, a school, or the post office, the same constraints apply. Once, a
sister who maintained the website of the Episcopal Conference of Vietnam wired 400,000
Vietnamese dollars {about 30 U.S. dollars) from Saigon to Hanot as a payment for my articles, the
post office asked for a govetnment paper proving that I was a legal resident in T hai Ha Church, The
government has not issued me such a document because I was not atlowed to register as a resident
of Théi Ha Church — such registration requires the official certification of the legal entity
responsible for my residency, which for me is the Redemptorist Order; however, my Order is not
recognized as a legal entity. One can conclude that in the current Communist-ruled Vietnam,
religious organizations, believers, and especially members of the Catholic clergy are being isolated
and marginalized. .

6. There is no freedom and no equal treatment with regard to education, communication, and
charitable activities -

Clergy members, except the few individuals who toe the Communist Party’s line, may not teach in
colleges. Catholics may not enroll at military, police and security academies (and some other
institutions). The Church and affiliated organizations may not run schools from the primary level
through university level, or vocational schools, While the government allows us to run pre-school
and kindergarten establishments, local officials frequently try to cause us difficulties. Schools and
hospitals that used to be owned and run by the Church had been confiscated by the government and




have been operated as public institutions for some time. Now, the government plans to privatize
them, causing them to fall into the possession of government officials or their relatives, without the
prospect of the Church being able to get them back and serve society through those institutions.

The Church may not own publishing companies, periodicals, radio stations and TV stations, nor can
she pay for space on newspapers or time on radio and TV to make announcements or report on
major religious events, The government-owned media even censor obituaries of deceased priests
and demand changes in content and wording. Christians typically face roadblocks whenever they try
to rent facilities for important religious events, For example, Protestants rented M§ Binh Stadium to
celebrate Christmas of 2010. Right before Christmas Day, the police pressured the stadium
management to negate the contract. On Christmas Day, the police harassed and beat up people who
came to celebrate.

The government allows the Episcopal Conference of Vietnam to issue only a single monthly
newsletter, “Hiép Théng”, 100 copies, each not exceeding 100 pages of size AS5. 1 made
calculations using the font type of the publication (Times New Roman, Size 14) and found that if
each of the 7 million Vietnamese Catholics got an equal share of this publication, in any given year
each person would get 5 letters of the alphabet. Catholic websites with foreign domains such as
chuacuuthe.com of the Redemptorist Order, have been blocked by firewalls set up by Vietnam's
government and subjected to hackling around 10 times in the past few years. When a parish wants
to issue a bulletin within its church, the government also interferes through harassment, threats, and
even prohibition when the news does not please the governement, no matter how accurate.

The government does not allow the Church to open charitable facilities serving handicapped people,
orphans, lepers, etc. The Church used to own and run these types of facilities, but the government
has confiscated them, The government also attempts to prevent the Church from organizing relief
efforts in response to natural and man-made disasters. For example, Thai Ha Church had to give up
on the plan to establish a charity center in Thach Bich, Hanoi, because government officials wanted
to skim 10% off the funds needed for the project. At the same time, priests and religious
brothers/sisters could not continue with many of their relief efforts on behalf of the very poor who
_ live in mountainous areas because local officials demanded that donated material be turned over o
them so that they could distribute it themselves. If the officials had laid their hands on the supplies,
very little or nothing would have filtered through to the intended recipients. When facing the crisis
of a declining educational system, health care system, morality and culture in Vietnam, the
government's actions show that it prefers to let citizens go hungry, suffer from diseases, and remain
uneducated and poor, rather than acceding to the religious organizations' request for a chance to
participate in serving the people and building society. -

7. There is no freedom in selecting where one lives and no freecdom to travel

The government turned a blind eye when Chinese citizens came to Vietnam 1o live and work, and,
in some cases, cause trouble for Vietnamese residents. However, when the Catholic clergy and
faithful who are dedicated to serving their communities want to travel to the places wheve they can
serve, the government places restrictions on where they may move to, while resiricting their
freedom to travel. Any clergy member who needs to work in a different location must "register”,
i.e., get the government's approval. However, the government tries to restrict this type of travel in
various ways. When the government fails to issue its approval of someone's application for
residency (in Vietnam one must get government approval before one moves to another arca), the
person's daily life becomes much more complicated. In the Thai Ha monastery, there arc
approximately 15 resident priests and brothers, all without the government's approval for residency
registration, i.e., long-term residency. The church encounters difficulties in transactions involving
the post office, utilities, telephone service, and processes involving the [ocal govermment on account
of the residency status of the 15 individuals. The system of residency approval is a violation of the
freedom to select where one wants to live, particularly in the case of priests and brothers and sisters.




The goverment violates citizens' right to travel freely. For example, the police constantly monitors
and even frails Thal Ha clergymen. The police has set up a camera aiming at the entrance Lo the
church so that they can monitor everything and everyone who comes and goes, all the time.
Frequently the government violates the clergy's right to travel in a most obvious and illegal manner.
For example, the Ninh Binh police refused to issue me a passport in 1999 without giving a valid
reason other than labeling me a "reactionary." When the police in Ho Chi Minh City issued me a
passport, the Ninh Binh police requested the HCM City police to retract ils decision and prohibit me
from going abroad. Even when one has a passport, there is no guarantee that one’s trip would be
allowed. For example, in June 2010 the Hanoi police and HCM City police suddenly prohibited
Rev. Nguy&n Vin Phugng from traveling to Rome. In December 2010 the HCM City police
prevented the Regional Superior of the Redemptorists, Rev. Pham Trung Thanh, from traveling to
the USA. On July 10, 2011, the HCM City police continued to prevent Rev. Pham Trung Thanh
from traveling to Singapore for the annual conference of Regional Superiors in Southeast Asia, and
on July 12 the T4y Ninh police prevented Rev. Binh Hitu Thoai, a Redemptorist, from traveling to
Cambodia. All these police actions are illegal because the applicants have no police arrest record,
have never been in prison, and have not been charged with any crime.

C. IN LIEU OF CONCLUSION

1. In 2004 Vietnam's government issued the Ordinance on Belief and Religion; in 20035 it issued &
new decree on religious affairs; in 2007, it issued a White Paper on religious freedom. The regime
felt that such actions sufficiently proved that it respects religious freedom and is concerned about
mesting the people's spiritual needs. The truth is that it sought merely to use impressive words in a
propaganda campaigh to cover up its increasing control of religion while trying to placate domestic

and foreign critics.

The government and its agents would point to those documents when asked whether there is
religious freedom in Vietnam — a question that is so abstract and open-ended that could be easily
dodged. In order to truly learn about the reality in Vietnam, one must ask pointed questions such as:
Does the government officially recognize the legal status of the Catholic Church in any writlen
document? Does the government treat Catholics just like other citizens? Are Catholics admitted to
academies for the military, police and security forces? Can Catholics be appointed to mid-level and
high-level government positions? Does the Catholic Church receive the same treatment as other
domestic and foreign entities? Does the law protect church property? Has the Church been allowed
to publish periodicals, or open schools, publishing houses, health clinics and hospitals; or charitable
centers 1o serve the people? Does the government respect the Chureh's right to carrying out her
traditional refigious activities? Can the Catholic Church set up bank accounts or lease land? And
other questions along this line...

Actually, the government has been mistreating its Catholic citizens compared to the way it treats
foreigners who live and work in Vietnam, and the government's treatment of the Catholic Church is
much worse than its treatment of foreign entities that operate in the country. What is more painful is
that the other religions and their believers suffer the same treatment as the Catholic Church and our
faithful. How can anyone trust that Vietnam enjoys religious freedom when believers and churches
are discriminated against and are not free to serve the people, something that the other citizen
groups and non-religious organizations may engage in?

2. The nature of Vietnam's Communist Party compels its members to eradicate all religions, or at
least, to control them tightly, transform them, oppress them and made them seive the regime’s
agenda of dominating all aspects of society through the party's policy edicts, laws and actions.

The government still uses the national media and educational system to train various levels of
personnel in ways to oppress the Catholic Church and use propaganda against her. The government
continues to make false accusations and declare that the Church has committed such and such
"crimes" in Vietnam and in other nations. In government-sanctioned books used in schools, there is
plenty of libelous material aimed at painting a very negative picture of Catholics, to the point of not
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being credible. The party stifl attempts to make non-Cathelics view the Church as the evil and
dangerous entity that Communists have been imagining forever.

The government continues to use its "divide and conquer” strategy against the various religions and
against groups within each religion, using highly sophisticated tactics, particularly in its uneven
treatment of different faiths, One could see this clearly when it uses public money (from the taxes
that all citizens had paid) to build for Vietnam's Buddhist Sangha, which is controlled by the
government, the largest Buddhist temple in Southeast Asia, B4i Pinh Temple in Ninh Binh, at the
cost of trillions of Vietnamese dollars (tens of millions of U.S. dollars). The government also uses
public funds to support Buddhist events such as the World Buddhist Conference V, held in 2008 in
Vietnam. On the other hand, it continues to outlaw the Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam.

The same “divide and conquer” policy is applied to the Catholic Church. The government accords a
few clergy members and religious institutions certain privileges while oppressing the Catholic
orders that speak out against religious persecution by the government.

3. The Communist regime has grown increasingly heavy-handed in its religious persecution in view
of the Communist Party's inherent distrust of religion and perpetual dedication to abolish religious
life. The government did not engage in the wanton destruction of religious facilities, the abuse of
priests and believers, the desecration of religious symbols, etc. as it is doing now. These types of
horrendous acts have been occurring more and more frequently since the US government took
Vietnam out of the list of Country of Particular Concern (CPC) in 2006. From 2007 to 2011, the
regime has carried out the following oppressive measures against the Catholic Church: Seizing land
from Thai Ha Parish and the apostolic delegation's land from the Hanoi Archdiocese; seizing land
from Tam Toa Parish, Loan Ly Parish, Thit Thiém Parish, the Order of St Paul de Chartres in Vinh
Long, the Order of St. Vincent de Paul in Saigon, the Order of the Divine Word in Nha Trang, the
Order of Heavenly Picce in Hué, the Order of Lasalle in Hué, etc.; demolishing the Virgin Mary's
statue in Ddng Dinh and the Cross in Ddng Chiém; removing Mary's statue in Bau Sen; damaging
properties belonging to the Order of St. Paul and the Carmelite Order in Hanoi; razing the Binh
Triéu Church in order to build the Law School of HCM City, efc.

Furthermore, the regime has been performing other suppressive acts, including raids, beatings,
arrests, dishing out long prison sentences, or prohibiting members of the Church from traveling
abroad, and is spearheading a systematic campaign against the Church, using the regime's total
control of the media and school curricula, and its influence in various communitics. When
evaluating the nature and degree of severity of these recent acts, one can conclude that such acts are
brazen and arbitrary, and are squarely aimed at the religious establishment. These are the type of
acts that the regime did not dare to commit a few decades earlier. The demotition of the Cross and
other sacred icons are examples of such acts. In Hanoi, the regime used to refrain from demolishing
the Carmelite Monastery with its cross perched high above its roof} in Saigon, the regime used to
cover the tower and Cross in the front of the church located near the Binh Tri¢u Bridge instead of
tearing down this Christian symbol. However, since 2007 the regime has shown no such restraint
when demolishing these iconic landmarks in an attempt to wipe out all traces of legitimate Church
ownership.

Through the regime's numerous acts of repression and oppression directed at all faiths in Vietham,
we have determined that the Communist rulers have been grossly violating religious freedom,
Consequently, if someone asserted that "there is religious freedom in Vietnam", we believe that the
person either: (1) lies; or, (2) has not spent time to examine thoroughly this issue; or, (3) did
something that enabled the police to blackmail him into saying the "official” line; or, (4) is so
concerned about his safety and well-being that he must say things that the regime wants him to say;
or, (5) the person works for the regime as a police or other security personnel, or in some other
capacity. It is our belief that bringing religious freedom to Vietnam is an arduous and very long trip,
and anyone who claims that religious freedom exists in Vietnam now is guilty of self-deception,
misleading others, and whitewashing the oppressive regime in Vietnam,
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