The Honorable Robert Wexler, President
Robert Wexler is the President of the S. Daniel
Abraham Center for Middle East Peace in Washington,
DC. He served as a Democratic member of Congress
from 1997 to 2010, representing Florida’s 19th district
in the House of Representatives before retiring to lead
the Center. Wexler was named one of the “50 Most
Effective Legislators in Congress” by the influential
magazine Congressional Quarterly and was named to
the Forward 50 list as one of the most influential
leaders in the American Jewish community.
In 2008, Congressman Wexler served as an advisor on
Middle East and Israel issues to President Barack
Obama during his presidential campaign. In 2012, he
served on the President’s reelection Steering
Committee and addressed the Democratic National
Convention outlining the President’s policies related to Israel.
Throughout his tenure in Congress, Wexler was an outspoken advocate for the unbreakable bond
between the United States and Israel and a leading proponent of Israel’s right to self-defense and the
need for a just and comprehensive resolution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. He traveled on numerous
congressional delegations to the Middle East and met with the leaders of Israel, Jordan, Lebanon,
Egypt, Kuwait, Turkey, Syria, Morocco, the United Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Oman,
and the Palestinian Authority. At President Clinton’s invitation, he was the only member of the
House of Representatives present during the signing of the Wye River Peace Agreement. In addition,
Wexler was one of two Congressmen to travel to the International Court of Justice at The Hague to
oppose the Palestinian case against Israel’s construction of a security barrier.
Congressman Wexler served as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Europe, a senior Member of the
House Foreign Affairs Committee, and a member of the Middle East Subcommittee. Wexler worked
to strengthen the transatlantic alliance, build security and economic bonds with the European Union
and the nations of Europe, and help guide the economic and political development of the former
Soviet States. Wexler served as an American representative to the NATO Parliamentary Assembly
and was the co-founder of the Caucus on U.S.-Turkish Relations, the Taiwan Caucus and the
Indonesia Caucus. He was also an active member of the India Caucus. In addition, Wexler served as a
senior member of the Judiciary Committee and the Subcommittee on Courts, the Internet and
Intellectual Property.
Born in New York, Congressman Wexler moved to South Florida with his family at age 10. He
earned his B.A. in Political Science from the University of Florida and law degree from George
Washington University. Before serving in Congress, he served in the Florida Senate for six years.
Congressman Wexler and his wife, Laurie, have three children.

