










CAMERON COUNTY 
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE VISION

EXPERIENCE NATURE WITHOUT BORDERS

DISCOVER AND EXPLORE OUR NATURE-BASED ECONOMY

CONNECTING NATURE AND PEOPLE IN THE RIO GRANDE VALLEY

PRESERVING AND LINKING OUR NATURAL & CULTURAL TREASURES

PROMOTING ECOTOURISM AND ACTIVE RECREATION FOR RESIDENTS AND VISITORS

TEXAS

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE ASSETS

ACTIONS TO SUPPORT A 
NATURE-BASED ECONOMY

OVER 90,000 ACRES OF PROTECTED LAND

THE LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY HAS 
RECORDED OVER 500 SPECIES OF BIRDS

130 BUTTERFLY SPECIES RECORDED AT LAGUNA 
ATASCOSA NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

OPPORTUNITIES FOR BI-NATIONAL CULTURAL 
AND HERITAGE TOURISM

WORLD CLASS BIRDWATCHING, INCLUDING 
APLOMADO FALCON, RED-CROWNED PARROT, 
AND OVER A DOZEN OTHER BIRD SPECIES 
FOUND NOWHERE ELSE IN THE UNITED STATES

BARRIER ISLANDS AND BEACHES, PROVIDING 
HABITAT TO SEA TURTLES AND BROWN PELICANS

ONE OF THE ONLY POPULATIONS OF OCELOTS 
IN THE UNITED STATES

CULTIVATE PARTNERSHIPS AND DEDICATE 
FUNDING TO SUPPORT INVESTMENTS IN NATURAL 
AND CULTURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION AND 
TOURISM INFRASTRUCTURE

FOCUS MITIGATION INVESTMENTS FOR ROAD 
AND PIPELINE PROJECTS INTO PRESERVATION 
AND ENHANCEMENT OF NATURAL AND 
CULTURAL TREASURES

EXPAND THE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE VISION TO 
THE ENTIRE LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY

SUPPORT COMMUNITY ADOPTION OF THE 
CAMERON COUNTY GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE 
VISION AND THE ACTION PLAN

EDUCATE THE COMMUNITY ON THE ECONOMIC 
VALUE OF BIRDS, BUTTERFLIES, AND OCELOTS

ESTABLISH A COORDINATED MARKETING 
PROGRAM TO PROMOTE CAMERON COUNTY 
AS A PREMIER ECOTOURISM DESTINATION

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE VISION 
WAS SUPPORTED BY OVER 40 STAKEHOLDERS IN CAMERON 
COUNTY AND THE LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY REGION. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT:

HTTP://WWW.CONSERVATIONFUND.ORG/PROJECTS/GREEN-
INFRASTRUCTURE-VISION-FOR-CAMERON-COUNTY-TEXAS

WILL ALLEN | ANDY JONES | JAZMIN VARELA
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STRATEGIES TO ACHIEVE THE 
GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE VISION

PROTECT  KEY  INHOLDINGS  AND  ADDITIONS  TO  
OUR  NATIONAL  TREASURES

HIGHLIGHT  AND  LINK  ANCHOR  NATURAL  AND 
CULTURAL ATTRACTIONS

IMPLEMENT THE ACTIVE PLAN CATALYST PROJECTS
(75 MILES OF HIKE-BIKE AND PADDLING TRAILS) 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE
VISION MAP

TEXAS

PROTECTED LANDS/REFUGES

LEGEND

LAND AND WATER CONNECTIONS

CAMERON COUNTY WATERWAYS

RIO GRANDE RIVER

MULTI-USE / BIKING TRAIL

MULTI-USE TRAIL CATALYST PROJECT

PADDLE TRAIL

PADDLE TRAIL CATALYST PROJECT

CAMERON COUNTY RESACAS

W I L L A C Y  C O U N T Y

C A M E R O N  C O U N T Y
H

ID
A

L
G

O
 C

O
U

N
T

Y

0

MILESNORTH

15

14   ARROYO COLORADO PADDLING TRAIL

15   ARROYO-RESACA MULTI-USE TRAIL (HARLINGEN 
       TO SAN BENITO)

16   BATTLEFIELD EXTENSION MULTI-USE TRAIL TO 
       LOS FRESNOS

17   LAGUNA MADRE U.S. BICYCLE ROUTE 55

18   PALO ALTO TO BAHIA GRANDE MULTI-USE TRAIL

19   SOUTH PADRE ISLAND MULTI-USE TRAIL

 5   BOCA CHICA BEACH STATE PARK

 6   BROWNSVILLE RESACA RESTORATIONS

 7   HARLINGEN ARROYO COLORADO WORLD 
      BIRDING CENTER

 8   HUGH RAMSEY STATE PARK

 9   LA FERIA NATURE CENTER

10   RESACA DE LA PALMA WORLD BIRDING CENTER

11   SABAL PALM SANCTUARY

12   SOUTH PADRE ISLAND WORLD BIRDING CENTER

13   TEXAS TROPICAL TRAIL SCENIC BYWAY

 1   LAGUNA ATASCOSA NATIONAL WILDLIFE 

      REFUGE / BAHIA GRANDE

 2   LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY NATIONAL 

      WILDLIFE REFUGE

 3   PALO ALTO BATTLEFIELD NATIONAL HISTORIC PARK

 4   SOUTH PADRE ISLAND NATIONAL SEASHORE

LA FERIA

RIO HONDO

HARLINGEN

SAN  BENITO

RANCHO VIEJO

BROWNSVILLE

LOS FRESNOS

LAGUNA VISTA

PORT ISABEL

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND

HARLINGEN

BROWNSVILLE
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CCRMA Project List 
Since our creation in 2004, the Cameron County Regional Mobility Authority (CCRMA) has made significant progress to find new 
and innovative solutions to reduce congestion, improve connectivity, and facilitate economic development within Cameron 
County. The CCRMA works with the numerous cities in Cameron County and its neighbor to the South, the State of Tamaulipas, to 
improve mobility at a much more rapid pace. The CCRMA also works very closely with the Texas Department of Transportation on 
several ongoing projects in Cameron County. The CCRMA has the authority to undertake projects related to highways, rail, air, 
and seaport. 

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS (UNDER CONSTRUCTION) 
Project Name Project Description Estimated 

Cost 

South Port 
Connector (SPC)  

The Southern Connection to the Port of Brownsville.  The new location roadway connects 
to SH 4 and consists of 2-12 ft lanes with 12 ft shoulders. 

$27.0 Million 

West Rail Trail 
Project 

The project creates a 6.5-mile-long pedestrian and bicycle mobility corridor through the 
City of Brownsville.   

$8.0 Million 

South Parallel 
Corridor Phase II 

The 2nd phase of the South Parallel Corridor project is from FM 509 to FM 2520. $10.0 Million 

Transportation Projects (Under Construction) Subtotal $45.0 Million 

 

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS (SHOVEL READY) 
Project Name Project Description Estimated 

Cost 

SH 550 Gap II 
Project 

The SH 550 Gap 2 is the final Gap Project in the completion of the SH 550/I 169 from I69E to 
the Port of Brownsville.  The SH 550 Gap 2 Project limits are from 0.2 miles south of FM 1847 
to 1.13 miles east of Union Pacific Railroad. This will provide the Port of Brownsville and 
Interstate highway to their main entrance.  

$21 Million 
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Project Name Project Description Estimated 
Cost 

Old Alice Road 
Project 

Currently, Old Alice Road consists of sections that are unpaved and paved.  The proposed 
improvements are to reconstruct and widen the existing roadway to provide for a paved 
four lane urban roadway with shoulders and sidewalks within the existing right-of-way. The 
5-mile road project will provide connectivity to the Cities of Brownsville and Los Fresnos.  

$17.75 Million 

Transportation Projects (Shovel Ready) Subtotal $38.75 
Million 

 

PORT PROJECTS (SHOVEL READY) 
Project Name Project Description Estimated 

Cost 

Veterans 
International 
Bridge Primary 
Lane Expansion 
Project 

The Veterans International Bridge is a partnership between Cameron County and the City 
of Brownsville. Interstate 69E starts at the Veterans International Bridge and this project 
would facilitate the movement of passenger vehicles between Brownsville and 
Matamoros.  The project construction plans are complete and approved by GSA, CBP and 
TxDOT.  Letting April 27, 2022. 

$15 Million 

Port Projects (Shovel Ready) Subtotal $15 Million 

 

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS (UNDER DESIGN) 
Project Name Project Description Estimated 

Cost 

U.S. 77/I-69E 
Project 

This collaborative multi-county project will extend existing U.S.  77 from Corpus Christi to 
Brownsville to Interstate standards.  This potential project is under consideration as a multi-
modal Corridor. 

$269 Million 

East Loop Project   The East Loop Project consists of a 10-mile-long segment with the construction of a four to 
six-lane roadway from SH 4 to I69E (U.S. 77/83) and the Veterans International Bridge at Los 
Tomates.  

$100 Million 
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Project Name Project Description Estimated 
Cost 

FM 509 Project FM 509 will be constructed to add new four lane divided highway from FM 508/FM 509 
intersection to FM 1579. The Project will be approximately 3 miles.  

$8 Million 

Mountain Bike 
Trail 

Enhancements to existing mountain bike trail at the Pedro “Pete” Benavides County Park, 
Cameron County Texas. 

$.1 Million 

Isla Blanca Toll 
Booths 

Toll booth for Cameron County Beach Access. $.3 Million 

West Blvd 
Roadway Project 

As a component of the 6.5-mile West Rail Trail project, the roadway project proposes to 
create a 2-mile urban roadway section that would also accommodate pedestrian and 
bicycle mobility corridor through the City of Brownsville. 

$6 Million 

Transportation Projects (Under Design) Subtotal $383.4 
Million 

 

TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS (PLANNING STAGES) 
Project Name Project Description Estimated 

Cost 

SPI 2nd Access 
Project 

The Second Access Project will include a bridge approximately 8 miles long to South Padre 
Island will involve a second crossing on a new location to South Padre Island to provide a 
much-needed alternate route from the island to the mainland, as well as facilitate 
evacuation of South Padre in the event of a hurricane or other natural disaster.  

$500 Million 
 

Outer Parkway 
Project 

The Outer Parkway Project is approximately 21.5 miles long and includes the construction 
of a new four lane tolled divided highway from I69E (U.S. 77) near the North Cameron 
County Line to FM 1847.  

$200 Million 

Commerce Street 
Project 

CCRMA has been working with Cameron County, the City of Harlingen, and Union Pacific 
Railroad (UPRR) to install a new track connection to align the UPRR Harlingen Subdivision 
track at Jefferson Street directly across Commerce Street to connect to the UPRR 
Brownsville Subdivision. This new connection would result in the retirement of approximately 
1.7 miles of the Harlingen Subdivision between U.S. 77 Sunshine Strip and Jefferson Avenue, 
which includes removal of seven (7) at-grade road crossings at Adams Avenue, 

$6 Million 
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Project Name Project Description Estimated 
Cost 

Washington Avenue, Lela Street, Ona Street, Orange Heights Road, Markowsky Avenue, 
and Commerce Street south of U.S. 77 Sunshine Strip.  

I-69 Connector  The interim facility would consist of a Super 2 highway with 2–12-foot travel lanes in each 
direction with an additional lane built to one side of the facility at alternate locations for 
directional passing lanes with a 300’ ROW footprint for future transportation needs. The 
ultimate facility (which will be considered at a future date) would consist of an urban 
freeway with 2–12-foot travel lanes in each direction with a center barrier and 2–12-foot 
lane frontage roads with 4’ inside and 10’ outside shoulders. 

$495 Million 

Morrison Road 
Project 

This is a new location road from FM 1847 to FM 511.  When complete, Morrison Road will go 
from FM 3248 to FM 511.  This project will provide connectivity to a large retail area in 
Brownsville and reduce congestion on several major roads.   

$17 Million 

Whipple Road 
Project 

This road will be improved from FM 1847 to FM 1575.  The right-of-way is in place to do the 
necessary improvements.   

$6 Million 

281 Connector 
Project 

The 281 Connector Project is approximately 7.5 miles long and includes the construction of 
a four-lane divided highway from U.S. 281 to I69E (U.S. 77/83).  

$140 Million 

Dana Road  This road will be improved from FM 802 to FM 3248.  The right-of-way is in place to do the 
necessary improvements.  Includes a small bridge structure.  

$20 Million 

South Parallel 
Corridor III 

The 3rd and final phase of the South Parallel Corridor project is proposed from FM 2520 to 
FM 1577.   

$10 Million 

Transportation Projects (Planning Stages) Subtotal  $1.394 Billion  

 

PORT PROJECTS (PLANNING STAGES) 
Project Name Project Description Estimated 

Cost 

Flor de Mayo 
International 
Bridge 

New Port of Entry located at Flor de Mayo will provide access to US 281 and MEX 2, 
allowing travelers to avoid congested urban areas on both sides on the US/Mexico border. 

$40 Million 
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Project Name Project Description Estimated 
Cost 

Port Projects (Planning Stages) Subtotal $40 Million 

 

TECHNOLOGY PROJECTS 
Project Name Project Description Estimated 

Cost 

Cameron County 
International 
Bridges 

Electronic Toll Collection System. $1.8 Million 

Cameron County 
Coastal Parks 

Electronic Toll Collection System. $1.8 Million 

Cameron County 
Parks 

Wi-Fi Connectivity. $.5 Million 

Technology Projects Subtotal $4.1 Million 

 

ESTIMATED TOTAL PROJECT COSTS – ALL TYPES $1,920,250,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Area of concern/divisor dike  

Drainage Needs – Area Map 


