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WITNESS BIOGRAPHY  

Laura Manley is the inaugural Director of the Technology and Public Purpose Project at the Harvard Kennedy 

School Belfer Center for Science and International Affairs. Led by former U.S. Secretary of Defense Ash Carter, the 

project aims to steer rapid technology-driven change in directions that serve net, long-term public good. Laura is 

responsible for all project research and programs including societal due diligence assessments for tech investors, 

emerging tech briefing guides for policymakers, and strategies for increasing congressional S&T capacity. 

Previously, Laura co-founded the Center for Open Data Enterprise (CODE) in Washington DC, which is a 

nonpartisan research organization that works with governments to leverage data for social and economic good. 

At CODE, she worked with over a dozen U.S. federal agencies on their data management strategies and with eight 

national governments on their digital economy policies and IT modernization efforts.  

Laura is a Senior Consultant for the World Bank Group and the United Nations Department for Economic and 

Social Affairs. She also lectures at several institutions including NYU Wagner School of Public Policy, Columbia 

University School for Professional Studies, and Harvard University Extension School. 
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