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Bio 

With more than 35 years of experience as a scientist, farmer, philanthropist, businessman, and educator, Oran B. 

Hesterman serves as president and CEO of Fair Food Network, a national nonprofit that pioneers initiatives that 

increase access to healthy food, support farmers, and stimulate economic activity. Fair Food Network’s signature 

program, Double Up Food Bucks, has become a national model for healthy food incentives. 

 

Before launching Fair Food Network, Hesterman led the W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s Integrated Farming Systems and 

prior to his work in philanthropy, Hesterman researched and taught forage and cropping systems management and 

sustainable agriculture at Michigan State University. 

 

Hesterman’s 2011 book, Fair Food: Growing a Healthy, Sustainable Food System for All, was heralded by The New 

York Times as “an important, accessible book on a crucial subject” and is required reading at more than 25 colleges 

and universities across the country. 

 

Hesterman has published more than 400 reports and articles on subjects ranging from crop rotation to the impact of 

philanthropy on food systems practice. He currently serves on the board of a number of national and Michigan-based 

organizations including FoodCorps, Hazon, and the Groundwork Center for Resilient Communities. 

 

Hesterman earned his bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of California – Davis. He completed his 

Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota in agronomy, plant genetics, and businesses administration. He lives with his 

wife Lucinda Kurtz in Ann Arbor, Michigan, where he still gets his hands dirty in his garden and at the potter’s wheel. 
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Oran B. Hesterman, Ph.D. 
Curriculum vitae 

 
350 Rock Creek Drive 734-635-9401 
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104 ohesterman@fairfoodnetwork.org 

 
Professional Experience 

President and CEO, Fair Food Network 
Ann Arbor, MI 2009 – Present 
President and CEO, Fair Food Foundation 
Ann Arbor, MI  2007 – 2009 

Program Director, Food Systems and Rural Development, W.K. Kellogg Foundation 
Battle Creek, MI  1996 – 2007 
Assistant, Associate and Full Professor of Crop and Soil Sciences 
Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI  1984 – 1995 
Research Assistant 
University of California-Davis and University of Minnesota    1979 – 1984  
Manager and Sole Proprietor, Nursery and Produce Company 
Santa Cruz and Davis, CA        1972 – 1979 
 

Education 

1984 Ph. D. University of Minnesota 
Agronomy major, Business Administration minor 

1981 M.S., University of California – Davis 
Agronomy major 

1979 B.S., University of California – Davis 
Plant Science-Vegetable Crops 

 
Publications and Presentations 

Books 

Hesterman, O.B., Fair Food: Growing a Healthy, Sustainable Food System for All. NYC: PublicAffairs, 
2011. 

Journal Articles – A selection 

Oran B. Hesterman. “Double Up Food Bucks: How Advocates Can Help Grow a Healthy, Sustainable 
Food System.” Clearinghouse Review. September-October 2012.  

Jeranyama, P.S., R. Waddington, O. B. Hesterman, and R. R. Harwood. 2007. Nitrogen effects on maize 
yield following groundnut in rotation on smallholder farms in sub-humid Zimbabwe. African J of Biotech. 
6(13). pp. 1503-1508. 

Cassida, K.A., K. E. Turner, J. G. Foster, and O. B. Hesterman. 2007. Comparison of detergent fiber 
analysis methods for forages high in pectin. Animal Feed Sci and Tech. 135:283-295.  

mailto:ohesterman@fairfoodnetwork.org
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Fisk, J. W., O. B. Hesterman, A. Shrestha, J. J. Kells, R. R. Harwood, J. M. Squire and C. C. Sheaffer. 
2001. Weed suppression by annual legume cover crops in no-tillage corn. Agron J. 93(2). pp. 319-325. 

Jeranyama, P., O. B. Hesterman, S. R. Waddington, and R. R. Harwood. 2000. Relay intercropping of 
sunhemp and cowpea into a smallholder maize system in Zimbabwe. Agron. J. 92:239-244.  

Cassida, K.A., Griffin T. S., Rodriguez J., S. C. Patching, O. B. Hesterman and S. H. Rust. 2000. Protein 
degradability and forage quality in maturing alfalfa, red clover and birdsfoot trefoil. Crop Sci. 40 pp. 209-
215. 

Tiffin, P. and O. B. Hesterman. 1998. Response of corn grain yield to early and late killed red clover green 
manure and subirrigation. J. Prod. Agric 11(1). pp. 112-121.  

Shrestha, A., O. B. Hesterman, J. M. Squire, J. W. Fisk, and C. C. Sheaffer. 1998. Annual medics and 
berseem clover as emergency forages. J. Agron. 90(2). pp. 197-201. 

Shrestha, A., O. B. Hesterman, L. O. Copeland,  J. M. Squire, J. W. Fisk, and C.C. Sheaffer. 1999. Annual 
legumes as green manure and forage crops in winter canola (brassica napus L.) rotations. Can. J. Plant 
Sci. 79:19-25. 

Hesterman, O. B., and T. L. Thorburn. 1994. A comprehensive approach to sustainable agriculture:  W. K. 
Kellogg’s integrated farming systems initiative. J. Prod. Agric. 7:132-134.  

Hesterman, O. B., and S. J. Wallner. 1994. Sustainable agriculture and the National Research Initiative. J. 
Prod. Agric. 7:157-160. 

Lohr, L., O. B. Hesterman, J. Kells, D. Landis and D. Mutch. 1992. Methodology for designing and 
evaluating the comparative cropping systems. J.Farm. Sys. Res/Extension 3:105-129. 

Knezek, B. D., O. B. Hesterman, and L. Wink. 1988. Exploring a new vision of agriculture. National Forum 
68:10-13. 

Hesterman, O.B., C.C. Sheaffer, M.P. Russelle, and G.H. Heichel. l987. Nitrogen utilization from fertilizer 
and legume residues in legume-corn rotations. Agron. J. 79:726-73l. 

Kells, J. J., M. L. Vitosh, and O. B. Hesterman. 1987. Plant problem diagnosis field days – an approach to 
extension education. Weed Technol. 1:56-59. 

Hesterman, O. B., J. J. Kells, and T. G. Isleib. 1986. A grower survey for assessing needs in extension. J. 
Agron. Education 16:62-67. 

Hesterman, O.B., C.C. Sheaffer, and E.I. Fuller. l986. Economic comparisons of crop rotations including 
high-root-N and standard alfalfas, soybean, and corn. Agron. J. 78:24-28. 

Hesterman, O. B., L. R. Teuber, and A. L. Livingston. 1981. Effect of environment and genotype on alfalfa 
sprout production. Crop Sci. 21:720-726. 

Book Chapters 

Hesterman, O. B. 2006. Impacts of private foundations on sustainable agriculture and food systems. pp. 
261-286. In C. A. Francis, R. P. Poincelot and G. W. Bird (ed.). Developing and Extending Sustainable 
Agriculture:  A New Social Contract. Haworth Press.  
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Fisk, J.W., O. B. Hesterman, T. L. Thorburn. 2000. Integrated farming systems:  a sustainable agriculture 
learning community in the USA. pp. 217-231. In N. G. Roling and M.A.E. Wagemakers (ed.). Facilitating 
Sustainable Agriculture. Participatory learning and adaptive management in times of environmental 
uncertainty. Cambridge University Press.  

Hesterman, O.B. 1992. A Pioneer with Nitrogen. pp. 124-141. In M. J. Stanford, R.K. Crookston, D.D. 
Davis and S. R. Simmons (ed.). Decision Cases for Agriculture. University of Minnesota Press, 
Minneapolis, MN. 

Bass, L.N., C. R. Gunn, O.B. Hesterman, and E. E. Roos. 1988. Seed physiology, seedling performance, 
and seed sprouting. pp. 961-983. In A. A. Hanson, D. K. Barnes, and R. R. Hill (ed.). Alfalfa and Alfalfa 
Improvement. American Society of Agronomy, Madison, WI. 

Hesterman, O. B. 1988. Exploiting forage legumes for nitrogen contribution in cropping systems. Pp. 155-
166. In W. Hargrove (ed). Cropping Strategies for Efficient Use of Water and Nitrogen. ASA Special 
Publication No. 51.  

Livingston, A.L., B. E. Knuckles, L. R., Teuber, O. B. Hesterman, and L. S. Tsai. 1984. Minimizing the 
saponin content of alfalfa sprouts and leaf protein concentrates. In M. Friedman (ed.) Nutritional and 
Toxilogical Aspects of Food Safety. Plenum Press. New York.  
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