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MINORITY VIEWS 
 

Committee approval of this bill is misguided and irresponsible. After more than 700 days of 
failing to write a budget, Democrats have now moved quickly to adopt a fiscal year (FY) 2021 
“shell” budget resolution even though all funding for FY 2021 has been appropriated. They have 
done so in order to set up a partisan reconciliation process to push through a bill that incentivizes 
state lockdowns, harms America’s working-class, and prioritizes enacting a political agenda over 
the COVID-19 response. Congress has already enacted almost $4 trillion (including higher 
interest payments on the debt) in stimulus-related funding. Of this nearly $4 trillion, about $1 
trillion remains to be spent. That is why Committee Republicans offered a motion to postpone 
the markup—to give the Biden Administration ample time to provide a full and transparent 
accounting of what stimulus funds have been spent, what stimulus funds remain unspent, and a 
timeline for when the Administration anticipates that the remaining unspent funds will be 
disbursed.  
 
This bill is harmful to workers and provides inappropriate and unnecessary spending at the 
expense of working-class Americans, seniors, and small businesses. Only nine percent of the 
spending in this bill is actually allocated to crushing the COVID-19 virus. For this reason and 
others, this bill is the wrong plan, at the wrong time, and for all the wrong reasons.  
 
Spending billions of dollars to bailout state and local governments incentivizes the continuation 
of state and local lockdowns. These lockdowns have caused many hard-working Americans to 
lose their jobs, forced small businesses to shut down, and kept kids out of school – all of which 
can have a terrible effect on the financial, physical, and mental health of individuals in a 
community. 
 
Moreover, the bill chooses a different funding formula than what was used in previous COVID-
19 related laws for state and local governments. Previous legislation used a population-based 
formula, but this bill changes it to be based on both population and unemployment. This formula 
change punishes states that have actually reopened and let businesses and Americans return to 
work. Under this new formula, states like Georgia, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Florida get billions of dollars less than they would have received under the previous population-
based formula. 
 
At a time when President Biden is promulgating executive orders that have destroyed jobs and 
will increase the cost of living for all Americans, this bill spends $471 billion on policies which 
will further reduce employment. Expanding unemployment insurance will result in more than 
half of Americans earning more from this benefit than from actual work. Expanding Obamacare 
subsidies and establishing a form of universal basic income will reduce the number of hours 
worked in our economy.  
 
Further, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO), estimates that the $15 Washington Mandate in 
this bill will destroy 1.4 million jobs (this figure could be as high as 2.7 million jobs), and the 
removal of the 14(c) wage would limit employment opportunities for disabled workers.  
Additionally, this bill comes at the wrong time. CBO has already projected that by the middle of 
this year, our economy will return to a pre-pandemic level of real gross domestic product (GDP), 



even without any additional stimulus spending. Furthermore, a prominent Democrat and former 
senior government official has publicly criticized the timing of this relief bill, suggesting that this 
proposed stimulus is at least three times the size of the output shortfall. When combined with 
already enacted legislation, the total COVID-19 stimulus price tag, at almost $6 trillion, would 
be more than the GDP of every country other than China and the United States.  
 
This bill is being rushed through a partisan process for all the wrong reasons. Less than nine 
percent of the $1.9 trillion in funding is allocated for combating COVID-19. Among the non-
COVID-19-related provisions are an additional $12 billion in foreign aid, on top of the more than 
$30 billion enacted just last December, and millions of dollars for the National Endowment for 
the Arts and the National Endowment for the Humanities. Furthermore, while Democrats claim 
the $130 billion in K-12 public school funding is necessary to expeditiously reopen schools, 
according to CBO, only five percent of this funding will be spent this fiscal year.  
 
Lastly, under the Statutory Pay-As-You-Go (PAYGO) law, the deficit spending in this bill will 
cause a dramatic cut to the Medicare program over the next ten years, starting in January 2022. 
Such a cut poses a direct threat to America’s seniors. 
 
Committee Republicans offered 12 motions to instruct to ensure protections for working-class 
Americans, seniors, families, and combating the COVID-19 virus, including:  
 
A motion offered by Representative Hinson (IA) and Representative Feenstra (IA) to stop the 
legislation from harming America’s working class. 
 
A motion offered by Representative Donalds (FL) and Representative Grothman (WI) to stop the 
legislation from harming America’s seniors and low- and middle-income working-class 
Americans. 
 
A motion offered by Representative Feenstra (IA) and Representative Boebert (CO) to stop the 
legislation from using the COVID-19 pandemic to advance a political agenda. 
 
A motion offered by Representative Boebert (CO) and Representative Obernolte (CA) to stop the 
legislation from rewarding politicians who harm workers, small businesses, and students. 
 
A motion offered by Representative Obernolte (CA) and Representative Good (VA) to stop the 
legislation from harming rural America. 
 
A motion offered by Ranking Member Smith (MO) and Representative Carter (GA) to stop the 
Administration from harming union and working-class Americans, to benefit President Biden’s 
campaign supporters. 
 
A motion offered by Representative Grothman (WI) and Representative Donalds (FL) to put 
American working families’ needs, protection, and support ahead of illegal immigrants and 
globalism. 
 



A motion offered by Representative Jacobs (NY) and Representative Smucker (PA) to stop 
bailing out states that cannot or will not protect their nursing home residents and staff. 
 
A motion offered by Ranking Member Smith (MO) and Representative Smucker (PA) to protect 
America’s seniors from President Biden’s agenda. 
 
A motion offered by Representative Burgess (TX) and Ranking Member Smith (MO) to protect 
American families from the COVID-19 virus by testing and providing personal protective 
equipment to illegal immigrants at the southern border as a result of President Biden’s border 
crisis. 
 
A motion offered by Representative Good (VA) and Representative Cline (VA) to support 
Americans harmed by lockdowns. 
 
A motion offered by Representative Donalds (FL) and Representative Hinson (IA) to put 
America’s children ahead of politicians.  
 
All of these motions were rejected by Committee Democrats. Congress should work in a 
bipartisan manner to provide relief and support, as needed, to working-class Americans, seniors, 
and families while combating the COVID-19 virus. This bill is the wrong plan for the American 
people, it comes at the wrong time, and it’s for all the wrong reasons, we urge the House to reject 
it.   



 
 
 

____________________________________
Jason Smith (MO-8), Ranking Member 

Member of Congress 
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Tom McClintock (CA-04) 
Member of Congress 
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Glenn Grothman (WI-06) 

Member of Congress 
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Lloyd Smucker (PA-11) 

Member of Congress 
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Chris Jacobs (NY-27) 
Member of Congress 
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Michael C. Burgess, M.D. (TX-26) 

Member of Congress 
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Buddy Carter (GA-01) 
Member of Congress 
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Ben Cline (VA-06) 
Member of Congress 

 

 
____________________________________ 

Lauren Boebert (CO-03) 
Member of Congress 
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Byron Donalds (FL-19) 
Member of Congress 
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Randy Feenstra (IA-04) 

Member of Congress 
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Ashley Hinson (IA-01) 
Member of Congress 
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