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To amend title 38, United States Code, to make certain improvements. in
the laws administered by the Sewetary of Veterans Affairs, and for
other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. BoE of Tennessée (for himself, M. MILLER of Florida, and {see -AT-:
TACHED LIST of eosponsors]) introducid the following bill; whieh was. re-
forred to the Committee on

A BILL

To amend title 38, United States Code, to make certain
improvements in the laws administered hy the Secretary

of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and Howsé of Representa-

2 tives of the Umited States of America in Congress gssembled,

3 'SECTION 1. SHORT TTTLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

4 (a) SHORT Tr1TLE:—This Act may be cited as the

5 “Jeoff Miller and IRichard Blaumenthal Veterans Health

6 (lare and Benefits Timmpiovement Act of 20167,
£AVHLCVI201161120116.075:xml (643759117}
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1. 1. Short title; Table of contents.
o, 2. Refevences to title 38, United States Code.

TITLE I--DISABILITY COMPENSATION. MATTERS

Expedited payiitent of stuvivors' beuefits:

Board of Veterans' Appeals:-video hearings.

Reguivement, that Secretary of Veterans Affairs publish the average.
time. qumred to adjudicate sarly-filed -and later-filed appeals.

Comptroller General review of claims processing perfm'nmnce of T
glonal offices of Veterans Benefits Administration.

b Repurt on statting levels dt: u‘g’umai offices of Dopartment. of Vet-

eranis-Affairs vnder National Work' Quuuc

Diclusion in annwal budget-submission of information on.capacity of
Veterans Benefits- Adiinistration to- process benefits elaims,

Report on plans of Beeretary of Veterans Affaivs to-reduce inventory
of non-rating workload; sense of Cougress . regardiiip Monday
Morning Workload Report,

Anmtial veport on progress in implementing Veterans Benefits Man-
agement System.

Tmprivements to-suthority For performunee of medical disabilities ex-
aminations by contract physicizs,

Independent. review-of process by which Department of Veterans Af-
fairy assesses. lmpau'ment'; that result. from tramuatic brain-in-
Jury fer purposes.of awarding disability COlllpf:llE:athIl

Reports on elaims for disability eompensation.

Sense of Congress regarding American veterans disabled for life,

‘Bense of Congress on submittal of information relating to claims for-
disabilifies” iunenrred or aggravated by inllitay gisstsl, tramna.

__I'_I——U;\?ITED' STATES COURT -OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS

CLAIMS

Hixtension of teiuporary increase in number of judges. on United
States Conrt of Appeals for Veterans Clahus.

Life insurance pregram relating to jndges of United:States Court of
Appeals for Veterans Clainig. _

Volnnitaty eomtvibwifioiis. to chlatge sarvivors” anmity. _

Sclegtion of chiof judge of United States Conit of Appeals foir Vet
erais Claims.

TITLE III—BURIAL BENEFITS AND OTHER MATTERS.

301.
302,
ans.

FAVHLGYT 20116\120116.075.xm

-December 1, 2016{1:07 p.m.)

Expansion of éligihility Tor headstones, markers, and wedallions.

Espansion of Pregidential Memorial Certificate progrini.

Department. of: Veterans Affairs study on matters relating to burial
of unelanmned u‘nmms of vieterdans in national cemet eries.

. Qtud) ow provision, of 111tu11m,11t«: in veterans’ cemoteries dm‘mw W Lle—

ands,

. Honoring as veterans éertain persons whe perfornied serviee in the

rescrve colpanents.of the Artiied Fores.

(643759117}
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TITLE. T\-"—EDUCATIUNATJ. ASSISTANUE AND VOCATIONAT
REHABILITATION

. 401, Clarifieation of eligihikity” for 'Mari.n_e Guunery Sergeant. Jnhn David

Fiy Scholavship;

. 402, Appiroval of eourses of education a_.nﬂ trafiing for purpores of the vo-

eational rehabilitation program of the Department of Veterans
Affairs,

. 403. A_u_th_cirfi:'ty-- to prioritize’ vocational vehabilitation services based on

nedd.

. 40L Reports. on progress of students receiving: Pest 9/11 Educational As-

s ‘:té‘l‘ﬂf_’(’

See. 405, l{cu(;dﬂqcalmn and improvement. of  clection process o l’nst..-'.‘];_.’].l

e,

e,

Su,

Bduautiondl Assistance Progran.

. 406. Work-study dllO“dHf .
. 40%. Centralized repot tm!r of veteran ewrollment: ln* certain groups, dis-

tricts, and consortinms of édneational institutions.
408, Role of State approving agencies.

. 409, Modification of requirements-for approval foir prupeoses of educational

assistance provided Ly Deptil"fm'ent of Veterans Affahs of pro-
grams- designed to prepave individuals for Heersure.or certifi-
edtion:

¢ 410. Criteria used to-approve cougscs,
.. 411, Compliaiee surveys.
5. 412, Modification of reductious ih veporting fee mmitipliers. for pamuents

Ty Secretary of Veterans Affairs to edneational nstitntions.

. 413, anpm;twn of Veterans’ Advisory Committee on Edueation. .
. 414, Burvey of individuals nsing then entltlement. to edueatloual assistance

‘I.llldel the educatannal assistance programs. admuusteled by the
Sueretary of Veterans Atfdll‘b

;415 DLpdlhm-nt of Veterans Aifairs provision of information owar tienda-

tion agracnients hetween nstitutions of higlier learning.

. 416, Reteirtion of enfitlement to edneationsl assistance during certain ad-

‘ditional periodls of active duty.

417. Technieal amendment: relating fo in-state tuition rvate for individials
to whomt entitlement is trausférred nnder all-volunteer foree
educational agsistance program and post-9/11 .edicational as-
sistance.

418. Btndy o the etfectiveness of veterans transition efforts,

TITLE V—SMALL BUSINESS AND EMPLOYMENT MATTERS

. 501.. Modifieation of treatment under contracting goals. and preferarices oft

Dipartment of Vetorans Affairs.

¢. 302, Liongitudinal stady of job counseling, training, ‘and placement service

for veterans,

. 303, Limitation on qdmuust.mtwp leave tm employees of Delmaﬂment of

Voterans. Affuivs.

. 50{.R’eqml ed coordination betweenn Directors. Tor Veterans’ Employment

and Training with State.departments. nf labor and veterans af-
faivs.

TITLE VI—HEALTH CARE MATTERS

Subtitle A—Medioal Care

FWVHLCAT20118v1 2071 B.075.xml (643759117)
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. Requivement for atly anec appropriations for the Medieal nmmumts
Care seeomt of the Departiment. of Velerans Atf(m 5.
Tinproved access to appropriate. immuizations for veterans.
Pricrify of medal of houor récipients:in hedlth care systein of Depart-
_ ment of Veterans Affairs,
Requirement that Depastnent of Veterans Affairs collcet health-plai
contract information from veterans.

. Mental health treatment for veferans who served inn classified mis—

siohs,

. Bxomination and treatiment by Depavtiment of Vetoraus Affahs for

Lmergency medical conditions and women in’ labor.
Suhtitle B—Veterans Health Administration

Time- period, ¢overed by anmmal réport on Readjustiment Counseling
Service.

Anmnal report. on Veterans Health Administration and frnishing of’
hospital eave, medical services, and mnsing home eave..

E}.’pdnamn of’ q_lli{htlbﬂ.t.l(}l’lb fur leensed mental hl.,r_llt_h (-mu_]b_vlm's ol
the Department of Veterans Affaivs to include doctoral dg-
.grees,

Moditication of hours of employment for physicians employed by the
Departinenit of Veterang Affiiirs,

Repeal of compensation panels te determine market pay for physi-
cians and dentists,

Clarification vegarding liability: for hreach of agreement. uiider De-
paitment of Veterans Affans Employea Ill[‘.E‘lltl’VE Scholarship,
Pr ogham,

Extension of period for inctease in' gradidté medical eduvation resi-
dency p'ositions at medical facilities of the Departmsnt. of Vet-
erans Affairs..

Rc'port on-public aceess to research by Departiient of Veteruns Af-

 fairs.

Authorization of certam major medieal fagility projeets of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

Subtitle C—Toxie Bxposure

Definitions.
National Academy of Medicing assessment on -research . yelating to-the -
-descendants-of individuals with toxic exposure.

. Advisory board on research. wlatmg to hiealth. conditions of descend-

ants of veterans with toxic exposurd while. serving in the-Armeid
~ Forees.
TResvarch. relating to health eonditions of deseenddants. of vetersans with
toxdd. exposure while. seyviyy in the Armed Forees.

TITLE VII—HOMELESSNESS MATTERS
Subititle A—aAgcess of Homeless Veterans to Beitefits
EX]_)&:_[_.‘IIt{ii)I'l of definition of 11;:1111':_113::;_.4 vetoran for puposes. of bénetits:
under the laws aduinistered by the Becvetary of Vetorang Af-
fairs.

Authorization to Aumish- eeitain henefits to howmeless veterans with
discliarges or releagds ider other than loneiable canditions.

{643758117)
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. 703,
704

- 705,
. 708,

718.
714,

715.

c. 801.
. 803,

Waiver of mininmm period of continnous active dittyin Avmed Porees
for eerlain henefits For hovtcless veterans,

Training of persdinnel of the Departinent of Veterads Affairs and
grant recipients.

Regilations.

Effective date.

Subtitle B—Other H{_)_mn:]'usm‘l;;ss Mauttors

. Tnereased per diem payments forr tldnsiﬁmml honsing asdistance that
1 g

heeomes permangnt housing for hmndvah viterans.

2. Program. to improve’ ‘retention of hnuﬂ;mn Ty tmmuly howmeless vet-

erans and veterany at rigk of bewmmﬂ homeless...
Estabhahmmt of National Center on IImnelesbness Am(mw Veterans,
Requirement for Department of Veterans Affairs to assess con-
prehensive service programs. for homeless veterans,
Repoxt. on outreach relating to incredsing flie smownt of housing
available toveterais.

TITLE VIII—OTHER MATTERS

Department of Veterans Affairs ulmtmctmn reforms.
Technical and clerieal a.mendmeut&.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO TITLE 38, UNITED STATES CODE.

Except as otherwise expressly provided, whenever in

this Aet an aniendment or repeal is expressed in terms

of an amendment to, or repeal of, a section or-other provi-

siof,

the referemee shall be considered to be made to a

section or other provision of title 38, United States Code.

TITLE I—DISABILITY

COMPENSATION MATTERS

8EC. 101. EXPEDITED PAYMENT OF SURVIVORS BENEFITS.

(a) IN GENERAL —Section 5101(2)(1) is amended—

(1) by striking “A specitic”’ and inserting “(A)

TEixeept as provided in subparagraph (B), & specitie”;

and

('2_)'15‘3& adding at the end the following new sub-

paragraph:

f3VHLC\1201161120116.075.xmt
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“(B)(i) The Secretary may pay benefits under chap-
ters 18 and 15 and seetions 2302, 2307, and 5121 of this
title to a survivor of a veteran who has not filed a formal
claim if the Seerctary .dc'térniiiles that the record contains

sufficient evidenee to establish the entitlement of the sur--

vivor to such berefits.

“(i1) For purposes of this subparagraph and. section
5110 .ofy this title, the earlier of the following dates. shall
be treated as the date of the receipt of the survivor’s appli-
cation for benefits deseribed m clause (i):

“(I) The date on which the survivor of a vet-
erani (or the representative of such a survivor) noti-
fies the Secretary of the death of the vetéran
through a death certificate or other relevant evidence
that _cstah'lishcs entitlemient to survivors’ bencfits
i_&CIitifit?.(l in clause ().

“(TN) The head of any other department or
ageney of the Federal Government notifies the See-
retary-of the death of the veteran. |
“(in) In :no_tifying the Secretary of the death of a vet-

eran as deseribed in clause (ii)(1), the survivor (or the rep-
resentative of such a Survivor) may subriiit to the Sec-
retary additional documents relating to such death without
heing recuired to file a formal claim.”. |

(b) REPORT —

[WHLCV20118\180116.075:%m! {643759117)
December 1, 20186 (1:07 pamn.) '
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(1) In GENERAL—Not later than. one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the See-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall suhmit to the Com-
mittee on Veterans' Affairs of the Scenate and the
Committce on Veterans’ Affairs of the Tlouse of
Representatives d report. on .l'jeﬂefits'\pa.id pursuant <
to covered clanms.

(2) CoNTEXTS—The veport under paragraph

(1) shall include the following:

(A) The number of covered daims adju-

dicated during the one-year per-iod: preceding-
the date of the report, disageregated by the fol-

lowing:

(i) Claims in which the claimant was
entitled to bénefits under chaptirs 13 or
15 or sections 2302, 2307, or 5121 of title
38, United States Code, on the basis of the
clahmant's status as the spouse of a de-
¢eased veteran.

(it) Claims in which the claimant was.
entitled to such benefits on the basis of the
claimant’s status as the child of a deceased
veteran.

(iii) Claims in which the claimant was

entitled to such benefits on the basis of the

{643758117)
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1 claimant’s status as the parent of a de-
2 ceased veteran.

3 (B) The nuniber of covered claims during
4 such period for whieh. such henefits were not
5 awarded, disageregated by clanses (i) through
6 (i) of subparagraph (A).

7 (C) A comparison of the aceuracy and
8 timelinéss of cm-*eréfd'_ claims adjudicated during
9 such period with noncovered claims filed by._sur- |
10 vivors of a veteran.

11 (D) The findings of the Secretary with re-
12 speet to adjudicatih_g covered claims,

13 (E) ‘Such recommendations as the See-
14- retary miay have for legislative or administrative
15 action to improve the adjudication of -claims
16 submitted to: the Seeretary for benefits: under
17 chapters 13 and 15 and sections 2302, 2307,
18 and 5121 of title 38, United States 'Cudé.

19 - (3) COVERED CLAIM DEFINED.—In this sub-
20 section, the term “covered (:iainl_” means & claim
21 covered by -éect;idn H101(a)(1)(B) of title 38, United
22 States Code, as added by subsection (a)..
23 (¢} EFFECTIVE DATE.fT;he amendments made. by

24 subsection (a) shall apply with respect to elaims for bene-

FAVHLCYI1 2011601 20116.075:xml
Décember'i; 2015 (1:07 p.m.)
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fits based on a death ocewrring on or after the dafe of
the enaetment, of this Aect.
SEC. 102. BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS VIDEO HEAR-
INGS,

wection 7107 18 amended—

_('_i) m subsection '(d)__,- bj’-' amending paragraph

(1) to read as follows:

“U1)(A) (1) Upon request for a hearing, the Board
ghall determine, for purposes of schedulirig the hearing for
the earliest possible date, whether a hearihg before the
Board will be held at its principal loeation 0.1* at a facility
of the Department. or other appropriate Federal facility
located within the area served by a regional ofiice of the
Department.

¢ ‘:(_ii)_ The Board shall also determine whether to pro-
vide a hearing through the use of the facilifics and cquip-
ment described in subsection (0)(1) or by the appellant
personally appearing before a.Board member or panel.

“(B3)(i) The Bourd shall notify the appellant of the
determinations of the location and type of hearing made
under subparagraph (A).

“(1i) Upon notification, the appellant may request a

 different-location or type of hearing as described in such

subparagraph.

FAVHLG201 1811201 16,075.xm {643759117)
December 1, 2016 {1:07 p.m.)
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1 i) If so réquested, the Board shall grant such re-
2 guest and ensure that the hearing is seheduled at the ear-
3 Hest possible date without any uﬁ.diie. delay or othier preju-
4 dice-to the appellant.”; and
5 (2) in subscetion (e), by amending paragraph
6 (2) to read as follows:
7 “(2) Any hearing provided through the use of the fa-
8 cilities and equipment. déseribed in paragraph (1) shall be
9 conducted. in the same manner as, and shall be considered
10 ‘the equivalent of, a personal hearing.”.
11 SEC. 103. REQUIREMENT THAT SECRETARY OF VETERANS
12 AFFAIRS PUBLISH THE AVERAGE TIME RE:
13 QUIRED TO ADJUDIG_ATE EARLY-FILED AND
14 LATER-FILED APPEALS..
15 (a) PUBLICATION REQUIREMENT.—
16 (1) IN GENBRAL.—On an ongoing basis, the
17 Seeretary of Veterans Atta.lrs shall make available to
18 the public the following:
19 (A) The dverage length of time to adju-
20 dicate dn-early-filed appeal.
21 (B) The avera,ge:"}ength of time to adjn--
22 dicate a later-filed appeal.
23 (2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Paragraph (1) shall
24 take effect on the date that 1s ome vear after the
25 date of the enactment of fhis Act and shall apply
FWHECU 2011611201 16.075.xml (643759117)
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1 until the' date that is three years after the date of
2 the eractinent of this Act,
3 (b} REPORT —
4 (1) IN GENERAT.—Not later than 39 months
5 after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sde-
6 retary shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’
7 Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on V’e;t-
8 erans’ Affairs of the House of Representativés a re-
9 port ‘on whether publication pursuant to -sub._seeti_'on
10 (a)(1) has had an effect on the number of carly-filed
11 appeals filed. |
12 (2) CoNTENTS.—The report required by para-
13 graph (1) shall include the following:
14 (A) The number of appeals and early-filed
15 appeals that were filed during the one-year pe-
16 riod ending on the effeetive date gpecified in
17 subscetion (a)(2). |
18 (B) The number of appeals and early-filed
19 appeals that were filed during the one-year pe-
20 riod ending on the date that is two years after
21 the effective date speecified in subsection (a)(2).
22 {e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
23 (1) APPEAL —The term “appeal’” means a 1io-
24 tice of disagreement filed pursuant to section
25 7105(a) of title 38, United States Code, in respouse
FAVHLCA 201 16V120116.075.xmi (643759117)
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10 notice of the result of an initial review or deter-
mination regarding a claim for a benefit under a law
administered by the Seeretary. of Veterans Affairs.

(2) EARLY-FILED.—The term “‘carly-filed” with
respeet to an appeal means that the notice of dis-
auréement was filed not more than 180 days after
the date of mailing of the notice of the result of the.
initial review or determination deseribed In para-
araph (1). ”

(3) LATER-FILED.—The term “later-filed” with
respect -to an appeal means the notice of disagree-
ment was filed more than 180 days after the date
of mailing of the notice of the result of the initial

review or determination described m paragraph (1).

SEC. 104. COMPTROLLER GENERAL REVIEW OF CLAIMS.

PROCESSING PERFORMANCE 'OF REGIONAL
OFFICES OF VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINIS-
TRATION.

(2) REVIEW REQUIRED —Not later than 15 months

- after the effective date specified m siubsection (&), the
Comptroller General of the United States shall complete
4 review of the regional offices of the Veterans Beémefits

' Administration to help the Veterans Benefits Administra-

tion achieve more consistent performance. in _the' proc@ss’i.n‘g

- of claims for disability compensation.

EAVHLCVI 201 161120116.075.xml (643759117)

Decermber 1, 2016 {(1:07-p.0.)
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1 (b) BreMBENTS—The review required by subsection
2 (a) shall include the following:
3 (1) An identification of the following:
4 (A) The factors, ih-ehidin:g'_ management
5 practiecs, that distingrash lagher performing re-
6 gional offives from (-'Jther. regiondl offices with
7 respect to daimy for- disability compensation.
8 (B) The hest practices employed by higher
9 performing regional offices that (1istir1_gi1:i811 the
10 performance of such offices from other regional
11 offices.
12 (C) Such other management practices or
13 tools as the Comptroller General determines
14 eould be used to improve the performance of re-
15 gional offices.
16 (2) An assessment, of the effeetivencss of com-
L7 nmni'cation with respeet to the processing of claimis
I8 for disability compensation lJetiﬁ’g!eil the regional of-
19 fices and veterang servige organizations and c¢ase-
20 workers employed by Members of Congress.
21 (¢) REPORT.—Not later than 15 months after the ef-

22 fective date specified in subsection (e), the Comptroller

23 General shall submit to the Committee on Veterans' Af-

24 ‘fairs of the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’ Af-

FAVHLON 201161120116:075.3ml
Detember 1, 2016 (1:07 p.my)

(643759017)



FAVAWA [4RVOMNIBUS4. XML

14

v

fairs of the House of Representatives a report on the ve-
sults of the review ¢ompleted under -s’ul')Sthion;(a;)-._

(d) VETERANS SERVICE ORGANIZATION DEFINED —
In this seetion, the term “véterans service orga_niza:ti_op" ’
nmeans any 'Olfzr-’if_miz_ation recognized by the Scerctary for
the representation of veterans under section 5902 of title
38, United States Code.

(e) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall tuke effect

(N S~ S T~ SN & S O U

on the date that is 270 days after the date of the enact-

—
fone)

ment of this Act,

11 SEC. 105. REPORT ON STAFFING LEVELS AT REGIONAL OF-.
12 FICES OF- DEPARTMENT ‘OF VETERANS AF-
13 FAIRS UNDER NATIONAL WORK QUEUE.

14 Not later than 15 months after the-date of the enagct-
15 ment of this Aet, the Sceretary of Vetdrans Affairs shall

=)

suhmit to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the Sen--

ate and the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the House.

o~

of Representatives a report.on the criteria and procedures

—
o

that the Secretary will use to detertiine appropriate staff-

<

ing levels at the regional offices of the Department under

—

the National Work Queue for the distribution of the ¢laims

N
[

processing workload.

TAVHLCV 2011641 20116.075xm| {643759117)
December 1, 2016.(1:07-p.m.) '
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SEC. 106. INCLUSION IN ANNUAL BUDGET SUBMISSION OF

INFORMATION ON CAPACITY OF VETERANS
BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION TO PROCESS

BENEFITS CLAIMS.
(a) IN GENERAL—Along with the supporting infor-
mation included m the budget su‘ﬁmitt_ed to. Congress by
the President pursuant to seetion 1105(a) of title 31,

United States .Co’de.,_ the Presidert shall illclucle_ inforima-

tion on the capacity of the Veterans Benefits Administra-

tion to proeess clainis for benefits under the laws adminis-

tered by the Scerctary of Veterans Affairs, ineluding infoy-

mation described ' subseetion (b), during: the fiseal year

covered by the budget with which' the information is sub-

mitted.

(b) INFORMATION. DESCRIBED.—The information de-

seribed in this-subsection is the following:

(1) An estimate of the average number of
claims for benefits under the laws administered bx
the Secretary, excluding such claims completed dur-
ing mandatory overtime; that a single full-time
equivalent employee of the Administration should be
able to process in a year, based on the following:

(A) A time and niotion study that the See-
retary shall conduet on. the processing of such

¢lamms.

FAVHLEN 201 184120116.075.xmil {6437569[17}
December 1, 2016 (1:07p.m.}
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1 (B) Sucli other information relating to
2 such claimg ‘as the Seeretary considers. appro-
3 priate.
4 (2} A deseription of the actions the- Seerctary
5 wﬂl’ take to improve the processing of such claims.
6 (3) An assessment of the actions identified by
7 the Secretary under paragraph (2) in the previous
8 year and an identification of the effects of those ac-
9 tigns.
10 (¢) EFFECTIVE DATE .—This’ ‘section shall apply with

11 respeet to any budget submitted as described in subsection
12 (a) with respect to any fiscal year after fiscal year 2018.

13 SEC. 107. REPORT ON PLANS OF SECRETARY OF VETERANS

14 AFFAIRS TO REDUCE INVENTORY OF NON-
15 RATING WORKLOAD; SENSE OF CONGRESS
16 REGARDING MONDAY MORNING WORKLOAD
17 REPORT.

13 (a) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after the date

19 .of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Veteruns
20 Affairs shall submit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
21 -of the Sendte and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
22 the House of Representatives-. a report that details the
23 plans of the Secretary to veduce the inventory of work

24 items listed in the Monday Morning Workload Repoit

TAWHLGY 201 161120116.075:xml (643759117)
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I under End Products 130, 137, 173, 290, 400, 600, 607,

2 690, 930, and 960.

3 (h) SENSE oF CONGRESS—It is tlie sense of Con-

4 gress that the Seerctary of Veterans Affairs should include

5 in cach Monday Morning \:Vorkloafc'_l Report published by

6 the Secretary the following:

7 (1) With réspect to edeh regiondl office of the

8 Department of Veterans Affairs, the fo_llt)iiving':

9 (A) The number of fully developed claims
10 for benefits under the laws administered by the
11 _Se_cretary- that have been received.

12 (B) The number of claims: deseribed In
13 stbparagraph (A) that are pending a decision.
14 () The number of claims described in
15 subparagraph (A) that have been pending a de-
16 cision for more than 125 days.

17 (2) Enhaneed information on appeals of deci-
18 sions relating to claims for benefits under the laws
19 administered by the Steretary that aré pending, in-
20 cluding information -contdined-in. the véports of the
21 Department, entitled “Appeals Pending” and “Ap-
22 peals Workload By Station”.

TAVHLCH 20116\ 20116.075.%ml (543759017}
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1 SEC. 108. ANNUAL REPORT ON PROGRESS IN IMPLE-

2 MENTING. VETERANS BENEFITS MANAGE-
3 MENT SYSTEM.
4 (a) IN GENERAL—Not later than each of one year,
5 two years, and three years after the date of the enactment
6 of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit
7 1o the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the Seénate and:
8 the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Rep-
9 resentatives a Teport on the progress of the Secretary in
10 implementing the Veterans Benetits Management System.
11 (b) ConTENTS.—Each report required by subseetion
12 (a) shall include the following:
13 (1) An assessment of the current functional'it_y
14 of the Veterans Benefits Muanagement System.
15 {2) Recomimendations sabmitted fo the Seg-
16 retary Ly employees of: the Department of Veterans
17 Affairs who are involved in processing claims for
18 benefits urder the laws administered by the See-
19 retary, inchuding veferans service representatives,
20 rating veterans service representatives, and deeision
21 review officers, -for such legislative or administrative
22 action ag the employees consider appropriate to im-
23 prove the processing of such clahms.
24 (3) Recomniendations submitted to the Sec-
25 retary by veterans service organizitions who use the
26 Veterans Benefits Management C_ysten'l for such leg;
EWHLEN 2011611801 16.075xml (643758117)
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1 islative or administrative action as the veterans serv-
2 ice organizations consider appropriaté to improve
3 such system.
4 (c) VETERANS BERVICE ORGANIZATION DEFINED —
5 In this seetion, the term ‘“yeterans service organization’”
6 means any organization recognized by -the Secrctary for
7 the representation. of veterans under- section 5902 of title
8 88, United States Code.
O SEC. 109. IMPROVEMENTS TO AUTHORITY FOR PERFORM-
10 ANCE OF MEDICAL DISABILITIES EXAMINA-
11 TIONS BY CONTRACT PHYSICIANS.
12 (a) LICENSURE OF CONTRACT PHYSICIANS.—
13 (1) TEMPORARY AUTHORITY.—Section 704 of
14 the Veterans Benefits Act of 2003 (38 U.3.C. 5101
15 note) is-amended
16 (A) by redesignating subseetion (d) as sub-
17 section {¢); and
18 (B) by inserting after subsection (¢) the
19 foltowing new subsection (d):
20 “(d) TICENSTRE OF CONTRACT PHYSICIANS —
21 “(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any law
22 regarding the licensure of physicians, a physician de-
23 seribed in palt-ra_g'ra-p}-l_ (2) may conduct an examinas
24 tion pursuant to a contract entered into under sub-
25. section (b) at any location in any State, the District
WHECATZ0118\20116.075.xml- (843758117)
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1 of Columbia, or a Commonwealth, -territory, or Pos-
2 session of the United States; so long as the examina-
3 tion is within the scope of the authorized dutics
4 under such contract.
5 “(2) PIIYSICIAN DESCRIBED.—A. physician de-
6 seribed in this paragraph is a, ph}"Si(ii&n who—
7 “(A) has a current unrestricted license to
8 practice the health care profession of the physi-
9 elan;
10 “(B) is not barred from practicing such
11 health eare profession in any State, the District
12 of Columbia, or a Commonwealth, territory, or
13 possession of the United States; and
14 “((Y) is' performing authorized duties for
15 the Department- of Vaterans Affairs pursuant to
16 & Conﬁ"ac’t entered into under subscetion (D).,
17 (2) PmoT PROGRAM.—Scction 504 of the Vot-
18 crans' DBenefits Tmprovement Act of 1996 (38
19 U.S.C. 53101 note) 1s amended—
20 (A) by redesignating subsections (¢) and
21 (d) as subsections (d) and (€), respectively; and
22 (B) by inserting affer subsection (b) the
23 following new subsection (¢):
24 “(¢) LICENSURE OF CONTRACT PHYSICIANS.
EWHLGVI20116\120116:078.xml (643750117)
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1 (1) In GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any law
2 regavding the licensure of physiclans; a physician de-
3 scribed m paragraph (2) may conduet an examina-
4 tion pursuant to a contract entercd to under sub-
5 seetion (a) at any location in any State, the District
6 of Columbia, or & Commonwealth, territory, or pos-
7 session of the United States, so long as the examina-
kS tion is. within the scope of the aﬂthorized duties
9 nnder such contract.
10 “(2) PHYSICIAN DESCRIBED —A physician de-
11 seribed in this paragraph is a physieian who—
12 “(A) has a current unrestricted license to
13 practice the health eare profession of the pl';j_rsi-
14 clan;
15 “(B) "is not barred trom practicing such
16 health care profession i any State, the District
17 of Columbia, or a Commonwealth, ter.t'i_t_ory, or
18 possession of the United States; and
19 ey is perf()r.ming_ anthorized duties for
20 the Department. of Veterdns Affairs pursuant 1o
21 a contract entered into under subsection (:a.)..’-’_.
AWHLEAT20118V120116.075.xml (643759117Y
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1 SEC. 110. INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF PROCESS BY WHICH

2 DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AS-
3 SESSES IMPAIRMENTS THAT RESULT FROM
4 TRAUMATIC BRAIN' INJURY FOR PURPOSES
5 OF AWARDING DISABILITY CODIPENSATIQL_#.

6 (a) AGREEMENT.—

7 | (1) IN GENERAL-~—The Secretary of Veterans
8 Affairs. shall seek to enter into an agreement with
9 the ‘National Academies of Sciences, Engineering,
10 and Medicine to perform the services covered by this
11 seetion.

12 (2) TouNG.—The Secrctary shall seck to enter
13 into the agreement described in paragraph (1) not
14 later tham 9 months after the date of the eractment
15 of this Act. ;

16 (b) COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW.—

17 (1) IN GENERAL—Under an agreement be-
18 tween the Secretary and the National Academies of
19 Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine under thig sec-
20 tion, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineer-
21 ing, and Medicine shall conduet a comprehensive re-
22 view of examinations furnished by the Department
23 of Voterans Affairs to individuals whe sabmib ¢lanms
24 to the Scerctary for compensation under chapter 11
23 of “title 38, United States Code, for tranmatic bram

£AVHLCAT 201161 20116.075.xml (643759117)
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1 injury to assess the impairnmients. of such individuals
2 relating fo such irjury:
3 (2) ELEMENTS.—The¢ comprechensive  eview
4 carricd out pursuant to paragraph (1) shall inelude
5 the following:
6 (A} A determination of the adequacy. of the
q tools and protocols used by the Department to
8 provide examinations deseribed 1o p&ra.g-mph
9 (1).
10 (B) A determination of which credentials
11 are necessary for health care specialists and
12 providers. to perform such portions of such ex-
13 aminations that relate to an dssessment of all
14 disabling effects.
15 (3) GROUP OF EXPERIENCED HEALTH CARE
16 PROVIDERS.—In carrying out the eomprehensive re-
17 view pursuant to paragraph (1), the National Acad-
18 cinies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine shall
19 convene a group of relevant experts, including ex-
20 perts in  clinical neuropsychology, psychiatry,
21 phystatry, heurosurgery, and neurology.
22 (¢) REPORT.—
23 (1) IN GENERAL.~—Not later than 540 days
24 after the date on whieh the Secretary énters into an
25 agreement under subseetion (a){1), the Secretary
FAVHECV 20118V 201 18.075.xml | (643758117}
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1 shall submit to the Conumittees on Veterans™ Affairs
2 of the Senafe and Hounse of Representatives a report
3 on the comprehensive review conducted under this
4 seetion.
5 (2) ErnEMENTS—The report submitted under
6 paragraph (1) shall include the following:
7 (A} The findings of the National Acad-
8 emies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine
9 with respect to the comprehensive review con-
10 ducted under this section.
i1 (B) Such recommendations for legislative
12 or administrative action as the National Acad-
13 emies of Selences, Engineering, and Medicine
14 may have for the improvement of thé adjudiea-
15 tion of claims described m suhsection. (h){(1),
16 {d) ALTERNATE CONTRACT ORGANIZATION ~--
17 (1) IN GENERAL—If the Scerctary is unable
18 within the period preseribed in subsection (a)(2) to.
19 enter nto an  agreement deseribed in subsection
20 (2)(1) twith the Nutional Academies of Sciences, En-
21 gineering, and Medicine on terms aceeptable to the.
22. Secretary, the Secretary shall seek to enter inte such
23 an agreement with another ‘appropriate organization
24 that—
25 (A} is not part of the (Fovernment;
FAWHLCM 20118\ 20116.075.xml {643759117)
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1 (B) operates as a not-for-profit entity; and
2 (C) has expertise and objectivity com-
3 parable to that of the Iealth and Medicing Di-
4 vision of the National Academics of Seiciecs,
5 Engimeering, and Medienie.
6 (2) TREATMENT.—If the .Secretz_u;v' enters mto
7 an agreement with another organization ds deseribed
8 m paragraph (1), any reference in this secfion to the
9 National Academies of Seiences, Engineering, and
10 Medicine shall be treated as a reference to the other
11 organization..
12 SEC. 111. REPORTS ON CLAIMS FOR DISABILITY COM-
13 PENSATION.
14 (a)} REPORT ON REASONABLY RAISED CLATMS.—Not
15 later than 540 days after the date of the enactment of
16 this Act, the Secerctary of Veterans Affairs shall submit
17 1o the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate. and
18 THouse of Representatives a report. on the policies of the
19 Department of Veterans Affaivs with respect to processing:
20 reasondbly raiseéd uprelated ¢laimg. Such report shall in-
21 clude— |
22 (1) any statistics on how frequently snch unre-
23 lated claims are identified by the Secrctaiy;
24 (2) how frequently the Secretary notifies elaim-
25 ants about potential nirelated elaims; and
FAWVHLGV 2011601 20116.075.xml. {643750117)
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(3) how often the claimant later subfnits a
claim for the condition described by the unrelated
claim.

(b) ANNUAL REPORTS ON COMPLETE AND INCOM-

PLETE Crams—During the five-year period Beginning on
the date of the enactment of this Act, the. Secretary shall
submit to the Committees on Veterans' Affaivs. of the Sen-
ate and House of Rgiaresentaﬁtives_ annual reports:.on ¢om-

plete and -incomplete elaims for disability compensation

10 submitted to the Secretary. Bach such report shall in-
11 eclude, for the one-year period covered by the report—
12 (1) the total humber of claims submitied to the
13 Secretary;
14 (2) the total mumber of incomp_leté claims sub-
15 mitted to the Scerctary;
16 {3) the total number of e"om'plete' claims sub-
17 mitted to the Sceretary;
18 (4) the total number of forms indicating an m-
19 tent to file a claim for henefits_ submitted to the Sec-
20 retary;
21 (5) the total number of electronically filed
22 claims submitted to the Se¢retary;
23 (6) the total number of fully developed elaims
24 submitted to the Secretary;

fAVHLC\I20116V120116.075.xml (643759117)
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1 (7) the total munher of clains submitted to the
2 Secretary that are not c.o’_n:_rpléte claims bhut that the
3. Scerctary treats as a request by the claimant for a
4 form to file 4 claim;
5 (8) of the total number of claims identified
6 under paragraph {7), the percent for which the Sec-
7 retary notified the claimunt of the need to file a
8 complete elainn.
9 {¢} DEFINITIONS. —In this section:
10 (1) The term “‘claimant” has the meaning given
11 stuch term in Section 5100 of title 38, United States:
12 Code, and includes a representative of a claimant.
13 (2) The term “reasonably raised unrelated
14 claim” nredns a claim for disahility compersation
15 under the laws administered by the Scerctary of Vot-
16 crans Affairs that, in addition to the condition for
17 which such claim is made, includes evidenee of a
18 separate condition that is not specifically identified
19 as part of the ¢laim but may be inferred or logically
20 'placed At issue upon a sympathetic reading of the
21 claim and the record developed with respect to that
22 elaim.
23 'SEC. 112. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING AMERICAN
24 VETERANS DISABLED FOR LIFE,
25 (a) Frnpmves.—Congress finds the following:
FWHLCVI20116\120116.075.xml. (643750117)
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1 (1) There are at least 4,200,000 veterans cw-
2 rently living with service-eonnected disabilities:

3 (2) As a result of their service, many veferans
4 are permancifly disabled throughout their lives and
5 in many cases must rely on the support of their fam-

6 ilies and friends when these visiia-le_ and invisible bur-
7 dens become too much t6 bear alone.

8 (3) October 5, which is the anniversary of the
9 dedication of the American Veterang Disabled for
10 Life: Memorial, has been recognized as an appro-
il priate day on which to honor Ameriean veterans dis-
12 abled for life each year.

13 (b) SENsE oF CONGRESS.—Congress—

14 (1) expresses its appreciation to the men and

15 women left permancrtly woundced, ill, or injurcd as

16 a result of their serviee in the Armed Forces;

17 (2) ‘supports the annual recoguition of Amer-

18 ican veterans disabled for life éach year; and

19 (3) encourages the American people to honor

20 Amierican veterans disabled for life each year with

21 -appropriate programs and activities.
{AVHLCYIZ0116V120116.076.xmi  (643759117)
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1 SEC. 113. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON SUBMITTAL OF INFOR-
2 MATION RELATING TO CLAIMS FOR DISABIL-
3 ITIES INCURRED OR AGGRAVATED BY MILI-
4 TARY SEXUAL TRAUMA.

5 (a) IN GENERAL~It is the sense of Congress that
6 the Seeret&ry of Veterans Affairs should submit to Con-
7 gress information on the ._(iovered ela;im's; submitted to the
8 Becretary during each fiseal year, including the informa-
9 tion specified in subsection (h).

10 (b) ELEMENTS —The information specified in this

11 subsection with respeet to cach fiscal year is the following:

12 (1) The number of covered claims submitted to

13 or considered by the Sceretary during such fiseal

14 vear.

15 (2) Of the covered cluims wader paragraph (1),

16 the number and percéntage of such claims—

17 (Aj submitted by each sex:

18 (B) that were approved; including the

19 namber and peércentage of ‘such approved claims

20 submitted by each Sex; and

21 (C) that were denied, inchuding the number

22 and percentage of sueh deried elaims sabnutted

23 by cach sex.

24 (3) Of the covered claims wder paragraph ('_1)

25 that waére approved, the number and percentage, list-
TAVHECY 2011641 20116.078.0ml (643759117}
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1 ed by each sex, of claims assigned to each rating
2 percentage of disability-
3 (4) Of the covered claims wider paragrapli (1)
4 that were denied-—
5 (A) the three most common reasens given
6 by the Secretary under section 5104(b)(1) of
7 title 38, United States Code, for such denials;
8 and
9 (B) the number of denials that were based
10 on the failure of a veteran to report for a med-
11 ical examination,
12 {5) The number of covered claims that, as of
13 the end of such fiscal year, are pending: and, sepa-
14 rately, the number of such claims on appéal..
15 (6) The average number of days that covered
16 claims take to complete beginning on the date on
17 which the elaim 18 submiitted.
18 (7) A description of the training that the Sec-
19 retary provides to employees of the Veterans Bene-
20 fits Administration _sp'eci_f’ically with respect to -cov-
21 ered claims; ineluding. the frequency, length, and
22 content of such training.
23 {e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
24 (1) The term “covered claims” means claims
25 for disability compensation submitted to the Sec-
EVHLCVIZ0 161120116075 xim  (843750117)
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retary ‘hased on a mental health condition alleged to
have been ineurred or agg-axrated by military sexual
{rauma.
(2) The term “military sexual trauma” shall
have the meaning specificd by the Scerctary for pur-
poses of this section and shall include ‘-“_sexuzﬂ' har-

assment” (as so speeified).

TITLE II—-UNITED STATES

COURT OF APPEALS FOR VET-
ERANS CLAIMS

11 SEC. 201. EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY INCREASE IN NUM-

BER OF JUDGES ON UNITED STATES COURT
OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS.

(a) IN (GBENERAL.—Section 7253(1)(2) is amended hy

15 striking “January 1, 2013”7 and inscrting “January 1,

16 2021”.

17 (b) REPORT.—

18 (1) IN GENERAL—Not later than June 30,
19 20’20.,_ the chief judge of the United States Court of
20 Appeals for: Veterans Clammg shall submit to the
21 Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
22 the Clommittee on Veterans® Affairs of tlie Houseé of
23 Representatives a report opm the temporary expan-
24 siong of the Court under section 7253 of title 38,
25 United States Code.

FAVHL CAT2011641 261 16.075.xml (843750117}
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1 (2) ConTENTS.—The report required by para-
2 graph (1) shall include the following:
3 (AJ An assessment of the ctfeet of the ex-
4 - pansions on emsuring appeals arc handled in a
5 fimely manner..
6 {B) A description of the ways in which the
7 complexity levels of the appeals acted on by the
8 Court may have changed based (;Il service dur-
9 ing recent conflicts compared to those based on
10 service from previous -eras.
11 (C) A recommendation on whether the
12 ‘mumber of 3udges should be adjusted at the end
13 of ‘the “temporary expansion period, including
14 stafistics, projections, trend _analyses,- and other
15 information o support the recommendation.
16 SEC. 202. LIFE INSURANCE PROGRAM RELATING TO
17 JUDGES 'OF UNITED STATES COURT OF AP-
18 PEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS.
19 (a) IN GENERAL —Section 7281 is amended by add-
20 ing at theend the following:
2] “(3) For purposes of chapter 87 of title 5, a judge
22 who is in regular active service and a judge who is retired
23 under section 7296 of this fitle or under chapter 83 or
24 84 of title 5 shall be treated as an employee deseribed
25 in seetion 8701(a){5) of title 3.
FAVHLOM20116\120116.075.xml  {§43759117)
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—

(k) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the
Court may pay on behalf of its judges, who are age 65
‘or older, a_.njr inerease in the cost of Federal Employecs’
Group Life Insurance imposed after April 24, 1999, in-
cluding any expenses gfcnéra_ted'by such payments, as- an-
thorized by the chief judge of the Court in a Manter con-
s.ist_’eﬂt iwith '-_suc_h payient duthorized by the Judicial Con-

farence of the United States pursuant to section 604(a)(5)

VoS R NS, B S U Ry

of title 28.7.

oad
o

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made by

—
o

subsection {(a) shall apply with respect to any payment.

—_

made on or after the first day of the first applicable pay

—_
s

period beginning on or after the date of the enactment

of this Act.

—
L) R C

SEC. 208. VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS TO ENLARGE SUR-

—_

VIVORS’ ANNUITY.

[y
-]

Scetion 7297 is amended by adding at the end the

oo

following new subscetion:

“Up)(L) A covered judge who makes an eléction under

] —
S

subsection (b) may purchase, in three-month increments;

(383
—

np to an additional year of service credit for each year

2
(i

of Federal judicial service comipleted, un'_d__eir' the terms set

o
[N

- forth in this section.,

.
I~

“(2) In this subsection, the term ‘covered judge’

b
LA

- means any of the following:

FWHLC\i20116%120116.075.xmi (643759117)
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I “(A) A judge i regular active service.
2 “(B) A retired judge wlio is a recall-eligible re-
3 tired Judgo pursnant to subsection (a) of scction
4 7257 of this title.
5 “(€) A retired judge who would be a recall-cli-
6 gible retired Judge pursuant to subsection (&) -of sec- .
7 tron 7257 but for—
8 “(i) meeting the aggregate recall service
9 requirements under subsection (h)}(3} of such
10 section; or
1T “{ii) being permanently disabled as de-
12 seribed by subsection (b)(4) of such seetion.”.
13 SEC 204 SELECTION OF CHIEF J-UDGE-bF ‘UNITED STATES
14 COURT OF APPEALS FOR VETERANS CLAIMS.
15 (a} IN GENERAL.—Scetion 7253(d) is amende :
16 (1) in paragraph (1)—
17 (A) in -subparagraph (A), by striking |
18 “and”;
19 (B) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as
20 subparagraph (C); and
21 (C) by inserting after subparagraph (A)
22 the following new subparagraph (B):
23 “(B) have at least three years remiaining in
24 1’:e:rm' of office; and’; and
fAVHLGY 20116841201 16,075 %m {643752117)
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(2) by amending paragrapli (2) to vead as fol-
lows:.

“(2)(A) In any case in which there is no judge of

‘the Court in regular active serviee who meets the reguire-

ments under paragraph (1), the judge of the Court in reg-

war active service who 18 genior in commission and meets

subparagrdph (A) or (B) and subparagraph (C) of para-

graph (1) shall aet as the chief judge.

“(B) In any case under gubparagraph (A) of this

paragraph in whichi there is no judge of the Courtin Teg-
- ular active service who meets subparagraph (A) or (B) and
subparagraph (C) of paragraplhi (1), the judge of the Court

10 regular active serviee who is senlor in cormmission and

weefs subparagraph (C) shall act as the ehief judge.”’.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—Th¢ amendments made by sub-
seetion. (a) shall apply with respeet to the scleetion of a
chiof judge oceurring on or after January 1, 2020.

TITLE OI—BURIAL BENEFITS
AND OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 801, EXPANSION OF ELI_G‘I?BII_;ITY'\FOR'- HEADSTONES,
MARKERS, AND MEDAELLIONS.

Section 2306(d) is amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting the

following new paragraph:

FAVHLC2011611201 16.075.3ml (643759117)
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“(4)(A) In liew of furhishing a headstone or marker

wnder this subsection to a deceased individual deseribed

in subparagraph (B}, the Scerctary may turnish, upon re-

quest, a medallion or other deviee of a design determined

by the Secretary to signify the deceased individual’s status

as a veteran, to be attached to a headstone or marker fur-

nished at private expense.

“(3) A deceased. individual deseribed in this sub-
section 1s an indrvidual who—

“(i) served in the Armed Ferces on or after
April 6, 1917; and

“(ii) is eligible for a headstone or marker fur-
rished under paragraph (1) (or would be so eligible
but for the date of the death of the individual).”;
and

(2) by adding at the cnd the following new
paragraph:
“(5)(A) In carrying out this subsection with respect
to a deceased individual described in subparagraph (C),
the S_ecrfetm'-y shall furnish, upon request, a headstone or
marker under paragraph (1) or a medallion undeér para-
araph (4) that signifies the deceased’s status as a medal
of honor recipient. -

“(B) If the Secretary furnished a headstone, marker,

or medallion under paragraph (1) or {4) for a deceased

fAVHLCAV 201 161120116,076.%mi (543769117)
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1 individual deseribed in subparagraph (C) that does not
2. signify the deceased’s status as a medal of honor recipient,
3 the Beerctary shall, upon request, replace such headstone,
4 marker, or medallion with a headstone, marker, or medal-
5 lion, as the vdse may be, that so signifies the deccased’s
6 status as a medal of lionor recipient;
7 “(0) A deceased individual deseribed in this subpara-
8 graph is 4 deceased individual who—
9 “(1) served in the Armed Forces on or after
10 April 6, 1917,
11 “(1) is eligible for a headstone or marker fur-
12 nished under paragraph (1) or a medallion furnished
13 under paragraph (4) {or would be so eligible for
14 such hea.dstona, marker, or me‘d_allion but for the
15. d.atc of the death of the inc’ii&ridﬁal).; and
16 “(i) was awarded the medal of honor wnder
17 seetion 3741, 6241, or 8741 of title 10 or secchion
18 491 of title 14 (including posthumously).
19 “(D) In this paragraph, the term ‘medal of honor re:

20 cipient’ means an individual who ‘is awarded the medal of
21 honor under section 3741, 6241, or 8741 of title 10 or
22 seetion 491 of title 14.7.

FAVHLC1201161120116.075.xmi {648750(17)
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1 SEC: 8302. EXPANSION OF PRESIDENTIAL MEMORIAL- CER-

TIFICATE PROGRAM.
(i) IN GENERAL—Sdetion 112(a) is amended by

striking “veterans,” and all that follows through “serv-

2

3

4

5 ige,” and ingerting the following: “persons eligible for bur-

6 ial'in a national cemetery by réason of any of paragraphs

7 _(1).,__(2"), {3), or {7) of section 2402(a) of this title,”.

8 {b) APPLICATION.—The amehdment made by sub:

9 section {a) shall apply with respect to the death of 4 per-
10 son cligible for burial in a national cemetery by reason
11 of paragraph (1), (2), (3), or (7) of seetion 2402(a) of
12 title 38, United States Code, ocenrring before, on, or atter
13 the date.of the enactment of this Act.

i4 SEC. 303. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS ALF‘FAIR'S'_STU'DY' ON

15 MATTERS RELATING TO BURIAL OF UN-
16 CLAIMED REMAINS OF VETERANS IN NA-
17 TIONAL CEMETERIES.

18 (a} STUDY AND REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than

19 one year afterthe effective date specified in subsection (d),

20 the Seeretary of Vetérans Affairs shall—

21 (1) complete a study on matters relating to the

22 interring  of unclaiined remams of veterahs n mna-

23 tional eemnicteries wnder the eontrol of the National

24 Ceometery Administration; and

25 (2} submit to the Committee on Veterans' Af-

26 fairs of “the Senate and the Committee on Veterans’
fAVHLGV 201160 20118.075.%m| (643759(17)
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1 Affairs of the House of Representatives a report on
2 the findings of the Secretary with respeet to the
3 Btudy reguired under paragraph (1).
4 (b} MATTERS STUDIED.—The matters studied under
5 wsubscetion (a){1) shall melude the following:
6 (1) Determining the scope of issues relating to
7 unclaimed remding of veterans, including an esti-
8 mate of the number of unclaimed remains of vet-
9 erans.
10 (2) Assessing the effectiveness of the proce-
11 dures. of the Department of Veterans Affairs for
12 working with persons or entities having custody of
13 unclaimed remains to facilitate interment of un-
14 claimed remains of veterans in national .cemeteries
15 under the control of the National Ccln‘eteli‘y Adminis-
16 tration.
17 (3) Asscssing State and local laws that affect
18 the ability of the Secretary to infer uncla,imea ye-
19. mains of veterans in hational cemeteries under the
20 control of the National Cemetery Administration.
21 (4) Developing recommendations for such logis-
22 lative or adniinistrative action as the Secretary con-
23 siders -appropriate.
24 (¢) METHODOLOGY.—
FAWVHLC\T20116\120116.075.xmi (643759017
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[ (1} NUMBER OF UNCLAIMED REMAINS.—In es-
2 timating the mumber of unclaimed remains of vet-. )
3 crans under subseetion (b) (1), the Seeretary may re-
4 view such subsct of applicable entitics as the See-
3 retary considers a,ppropria.te_, incuding a subset of
6 funeral homes and coroner offices that possess un-
7 claimed veterans remains.
8 (2) ‘ASSESSME'NT. OF STATE AND LOCAL
9 nawsS.—In assessing State and local laws under sub-
10 section (b)(3), the Secretary may assess such sample
11 of applicable State and local laws as the Secretary
12 considers appropriate in Heun of reviewing all applica-
13 ble State and local laws.
14 (d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall take effect
15 on-t'hei date that is one year after the date of the enact-
16 wmient of tl_ﬁs Act.
17 SEC. 304_._ STODY ON PROVISION OF INTERMENTS IN VET-
18 ERANS’ CEMETERIES DURING WEEKENDS.
19 (a) STUDY.— |
20 (1) IN GE-NERAL..—The Secretary of Veterans.
21 Affairs. shall conduet a study on the feasibility and
22 the need for providing inereased i-ntemnents n vet-
23 erans’ cemeteries on Saturdays and Sundays to meet
24 ‘the needs of surviving family members to properly
25. honor the deceased.
FAVHLEW 2011641 20116.075.xml (6437591 7)
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1 (2) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The study uander
2 paragraph (1) shall inclnde the following:

3 (A) The number of requests made for in-
4 terments in véterans’ ceineleries on 4 Saturday
5 or 4 Sunday since January 1, 2007,

6 (B) The number of réquests identified
7 nnder subpadragraph (A) that were granted.

8 (C) An estimate of the number of families
9 -th-at’,. since January 1, 2007, would have se-
10 lected ‘& weekend interment if such an inter-
11 ment would have been. offered.

12 (D) A review of the practices relating to
13 weekend interments among non-veterans’ ceme-
14 teries, including private and municipal ceme-
15 teries.

16 (E) A comparison of the costs to veterang’
17 cometerics with respect to providing regular in-
18 terments only during weekdays and such costs
19 for providing regular interments dwring the
20 weekdays and at least one weekend day.
21 (F) Any other information the Secretary
22 determines appropriate.
23 (3) CONSULTATION.—In carrying out the study
24. under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall eonsult
25 with the following:

EAVHLEV 201 168Y120116:075.5%ml (643769117}
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(A) Veterans who are eligible to be in-
terred in a veterans’ cemetery. o

(B) Family membdrs of a deceased mdi-
vidual interred in a vetcrans’ cemetery:.

(C) Vaterans servide organizations.

(D) ._Association_s representing: eemetery
and funeral home professionals.

(E) The heads of agencies of State govern-
nmients relating to veterans affairs.

(F) The directors of the veterans’ ceme-
feries.

(&) Any other person the Secretary deter-
mines ‘appropriate.

(b) SuBMISSION.—Not later than 180 days after the

date of the cnactment of this Act, the Scerctary shall sub-

mit to the Committées on Veterans’ Affairs of the House

of Representatives and the Senate a- report on the study

conducted under subsection (a).
{¢) VETERANS' CEMETERIES DEFINED.—In this sec-

tiom, the term. ‘‘veterans’ cemeteries” means the ceme-

teries of the National Cemetery Administration, veterans’

cemeteries owned by a State, and veterans’ cereteries

owned by & tribal organization.

FAVHLCV 20176\1201 16,075 {643758117)
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1 ‘SEC. 305. HONORING AS VETERANS CERTAIN PERSONS
2 WHO PERFORMED SERVICE IN THE RESERVE
3 COMPONENTS OF THE ARMED. FORCES.
4 Any person who is entitled urider chapter 1223 of
5 title 10, United States Cade, to retired pay for nonregular
6 service or, but for age, would be entitled under 51153]1 ehap-
7 ter to retived pay for nonrégnlar service shall be honored
8 as a veteran but shall mot be entitled to any benefit by
9 reason of this honor.
10 TITLE IV—EDUCATIONAL AS-
11 SISTANCE AND VOCATIONAL
12 REHABILITATION
13 SEC. 401 CLARIF_ICATION OF ELIGIRILITY FOR MARINE
14 GUNNERY SERGEANT JOHN DAVID FRY
15 SCHOLARSHIP.
16 () IN GENERAL.—Section 701(d) of the Veterans
17 Access, Choice, and Aceountability Act of 2014 (Public
18 Law 113-146; 128 Stat. 1796; 38 U.8.C. 3311 note) is
19 amended to read ds follows:
20 “(d) APPLICABILITY.—
21 “(1) IN GENERAL—The amendrments made by
22, this seetion shall apply with respect to a gquarter, se-
23 mester, or ftorm, as appﬁ'ca:b]{.}, eomnicneing o or
24 attor Jahuary 1, 2015,
25 “(2) DEATHS THAT OCUURRED BETWEEN SEP-
26 TEMBER 11, 2001, AND DECEMBER 31, 2005.—For
FAVHLGM 201 161720116.075.%ml (643759117}
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L purposes of section 3311(f)(2) of title 38, Umnited
2 States Code, any member of the Armed Forces who
3 dicd durmg the period beginning on September 11,
4 2001, and cnding on December 31, 2005, is dcemed
5 to have died on January 1, 2006.7.
6 (b) BrecTioN oN RECEIPT OF CERTAIN BENE-
7 FITS.—Section 3311 [f) is amended—
8 (1) in parvagraph (3), by striking “A swrviving
9 spouge” and inserting “Hxcept as provided in para-
10 graphi (4); a surviving spouse’’;
11 (2) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
12 graph (5); and ..
13 (3) by irserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
14 lowing new _pa;ra.grap’h (4):
15 “(4) EXCEPTION FOR CERTAIN ELECTIONS.~—
16 “(A) IN GENERAL—An cleetion made
17 under paragraph (3) by a. spouse deseribed in
18 subparagraph (B) may not be treated as irvev-
19 ocable 1f such election oceurred before the date
20 of the enactment of this paragraph.
21 “(B) ELIGIBLE SURVIVING SPOUSE.—A
22 spoitse deseribed in this subparagraph is an n-
23 dividual—
FAVHLENT207 1641 20116.075.xml {643759117)
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“(i) who 15 entitled teo assistance
under subsectiodn (a) pursuant to para-
graph (9) of subscetion (b); and
“(ii) who was the spouse of a wmember
of the Armed Forees who died during the
period beginning ou September 11, 2001,
and ending on De¢ember 31, 2005.”. |
(¢} TECHNICAL AMENDMENT —Paragraph (5} of
subseetion (f) of section 3311, as redésignated by sub-
section. (b)(2), is amended by striking “that paragraph”
and inserting “paragraph (9) of subsection h)”.
SEC. 402. APPROVAL OF COURSES OF EDUCATION AND
TRAINING FOR PURPOSES OF THE VOCA-
TIONAL REHABILITATION PROGRAM OF THE
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.
(a) IN GENERAL—Secection 3104(b) is amended by
adding at the cnd the following new sentences: “To. the
maximum cxtent practicable, -a course of cducation or

traming may be pursiied by a veteran as part: of a rehabili-

~ tation program ander this chapter only if the course is

approved for purposes of chapter 30 or 33 of this title.

- The Becretary may waive the requirement under the pre-

ceding senterice to the extent the Secretary determines ap-

propriate.”.

FAVHLEM 201 164720116.078:xml (643759117)
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(1) EPFECTIVE. DATE—The amendment made by
subsection (a) shall apply with respect to a course of edu-
cation or training pursued by a veteran who first begins
a program of rehabilitation under chapter 31 of title 38,
United States Code, on or after the date that is onc year

after the date of the endactment of this Act.

SEC. 403. AUTHORITY TO PRIORITIZE VOCATIONAL REHA-

BILITATION SERVICES BASED ON NEED.

Seetion 3104, as amended by section 402, is further
amended by adding at the end the following new sub-
section: i

“'(c')-‘(’l_')' The Secretary shall hiave the authority to ad-
minigter this chapter by prioritizing the provision of serv-
ices under this chapter based on need, as determined by
the Seeretary. In evaluating need for purposes of this sub-

se¢tion, tlica'.-'Secretaljr shall consider disability ratings, the

severity of _cm’p]oyrﬁent handicaps; qualification for & pro-

oram: of independent living, income, and any other factor
the Secretary determines appropriate..

“(2) Not later than 90 days befere making any
changes to the prioritization of the provision of services
under this chapter as authorized under paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall submit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Répresentatives a plan

deseribing such changes.”.

IWHLG\ 2011841201 16,075.xml {643759117).
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1 SEC. 404. REPORTS ON PROGRESS OF STUDENTS RECEIV-
2 ING POST-9/11 EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.

3 (a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter TII of chapter 33 s
4 amended

5 (1) in seetion 3325(¢)—

6 (A) in _par’ag'raph (2), by striking “and”
7 after the semicolon;

8 (B} by redesignating paragraph (3) as
9 paragraph (4); and

10 (C) by inserting after paragraph (2) the
11 following new paragraph (3):
12 “(3) the information reccived by the Scerctary
13 under section 3326 of this title; and”; and

14 (2) by adding at the end the following new sec- -
15 tion:

16 “§3326. Report on student progress

17 “As a condition of approval under chapter 36 of this
18 title-of a course offered by an educational institution (as
19 defined in section 3452 of this title), each ‘year, each edu-
20 cational institution {as so defined) that received a payment
21 in that year on behalf of an individual entitled to edu-
22 cational assistance under this chapter shall submit to the.
23 S(&cr;atal_?y sueh information regarding the .academie

24 yprogress of the individual as.the Seerefary may reguire.”.
24 progress of the individual as.the Seeretary may require.”

_ﬁ\VHLCU 2011611 20116,075 xmi (B43759117)
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(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT—The tablé of sections

at the heginning of such chapter is amended by adding

at the end the following new jteni:
“3326. Report on. student progress.”.

() BrrecTivE DATE.—The amendments made by -
this section shall take effect on the date that is one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 405. REchDIEICATIONJ AND IMPROVEMENT OF ELEC-
TION PROCESS FOR POST-9/11 EDUCATIONAL
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Suhchapter III of chapter 33, as
amended by seetion 404, is further amended by adding
at the end the following niew section:

“$ 8827, Election to receive educational assistance:

“(y) INDIVIDUALS ELIGIBLE TO BLECT PARTICIPA-
TION IN POST-9/11 EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE. —AN indi-

vidual may elect to receive educational assistance under

17 this chapter if sueh individual—

18 “(1) as of Auigust 1, 2009—

19 “(A) is entitled to basie educdtional assist-

20 ance under eha;ptér 30 of this ftitle and has

21 used, but retajins unused, entitlement under

22 that chaptor;

23 ‘“(B) is cntitled to cdueational assistance

24 under chapter 107, 1606, or 1607 of title 10
fAVHLCYI 201 16\1 201 16.075.xml (64375911 7)
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1 and has used; but retains wnused, entitlement
2 under the applicable chapter;
3 “(0) is entitled to basie cdueational assist-
4 ance under ‘chapter 30 of this fitle but has not
5 | used any entitlement under that chapter;
6 “(D) is entitled to educationdl assistance
7 under. chapter 107, 1606, or 1607 of title 10
8 but has not used any entitlement under such
9 chapter;
10 “(H) is a member of the Armed Forces
11 who: ig eligible for receipt of basic educational
12 assistance under chaptér 30 of this title and is
13. making contributions toward such assistance
14 under section 3011(h) or 3012(c) of this title;
15 or
16 “(I) is a ‘member of the Armed Forees
17 who is not entitled to basic edicational assist-
18 ance under chapter 30 of this title by reason of
19 an  election  under section 3011{(c){(1) or
20 3012(d)(1) of this title; and
21 “(2) as of the date of the individual’s election
22 under this paragraph, meets the requirements for
23 entitlement to educational assistance under this
24 - chapter. -

EWHLGW201164120116.075.xml
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1 “(b) CmsRATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS. TowarD GI
2 BiuL—Effective as of the first month. beginning on or
3 after the date of an cleetion under subsection (_a':_) of an
4 individual deseribed by paragraph (1)() of that sub-
5 scction, the obligation of the individual to make contribu-
6 tions under section 3011(h) or 3012(¢) of this title, as
7 dpplicable, shall cease, and the requirements of such see-
8 tion shall be deemed fo be no longer app_l'ic&bl.e to the indi-
9. vidual.

10 “(¢) REVOCATION OF REMAINING TRANSFERRED
11 ENTITLEMENT.—

12 “(1) BLECTION T REVORE—If, on the date an
13 individual described in paragraph (1)(4) or (1)(0) of
14 subsection (a) makes. an election iuider that sub-
15 scetion, a fransfer of the entitlement of the indi-
i6 vidual to basic cducational assistance under section
17 3020 of this title is in cfféet and a number of
18 months of the entitlement so transferred remain un-
19 utilized, the individual may elect to revoke all or-a.
20 portion of the entitlement so frangferred that re- '
21 mairs unutibized.
22 “(2) AVAILARILITY OF REVOKED ENTITLE-
23 MENT.—Any entitlement revolked By' an individual
24 under this subsection shall ne longer be available to
25 the dependent to whom transferred, but shall be

EWHLCV2011611 20116075 m (6437591 7)
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1 available to the individual instead for educational as-

2 gistance under chapter 33 of this title in accordance

3 with the provisions of this seetion.

4 “03) AVAILABILITY OF UNREVOKED ENTITLE-

5 MENT.—Any cntitlement desdribed in paragraph (1)

6 that is not revoked by an individual in dedordanice

7 with that paragraph shall remain available to the de-

8. pendent or dependents. concerned in accordance with

9 the cwrrent transter of such entitlement under see-
10 tion 3020 of this title.
11 “(d) Poar-9/11 EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE.—

12 “(1) IN GENERaL—Subject to paragraph (2)
13 and. except as provided in subsec‘ﬁion (e}, an indi-
14 vidual making an -election under subsection (a) shall
15 he entitled to educational assistance under this chap-
16 ter in accordance with the provisions of this chapter,
17 instead of basic cducational assistanee under chapter
18 30 of this title, or educational assistance uander
19 chapter 107, 1606, or 1607 of title 10, as applicable.
20 “(2) LIMITATION ON ENTITLEMENT FOR CER-
21 TAIN INDIVIDUALS-—In the case of an individual
22 making an ¢lection under subseetion (a) who 18 de-~
23 seribed by paragraph (1)(A) of that subsection, the
24 miumber of months of entitlement of the individual fo

FAVHLOVI201 1681201 16.075.xml (643759117)
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educational assistance under this chapter shall be
the number of months equal to—

“{A) the numher of months of nnused enti-
tlemuent of the individual under chapter 30 of
this title, as of the date of the election, plus

“(B) the number of montlhis, if any, of enti-
tlement revoked by the individual under sub-
section (e)(1).

“(g) CONTINUING ENTITLEMENT TO EDUCATIONAL

10 ASSISTANCE NOT AVAILABLE UNDER Posr-9/11 Epu-

11 CATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.—

12 “(1) In GENERAL.—In the event educational
13 assistance to which an individual making an election
14 under subsection (a) would be ertitled under chapter
15 30 of this title, or chapter 107, 1606, or 1607 of
16 fitle 10, as a.ppl_i'eahl'_e_,_. is mot -authorized to he avail-
17 able to the individual under the provisions of this
18 ‘chapter, the individual shall remain entitled to. such
i9 educational _assist'a.nce in- aceordance ‘with: the provi-
20 sions of the applicable chapter.

21 #(2) CHARGE FOR USE OF ENTITLEMENT.—
22, The utilization by an individual of entitlement under
23 paragraph (1) shall be'chargeable against the enti-
24 tlement of the individual to. educational -assistance
25 under this chapter at the rate of one month of enti-

FAVHLCY 20116112011 6.075:xml (643759117}
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1 tlement under this chapter for eacll month of entitle-
2 ment utilized by the individual ander pardgraph (1)
3 (as determined as if such. entitlement were utilized
4 under the provisions of chiapter 30 of this title; or
5 chapter 107, 1606, or 1607 of title 10, as applica-
6 Dle).
7 “(f) ADDITIONAL POST-9/11 ASSISTANCE FOR. ME-M:;
8 BERS HAVING Mapg CONTRIBUTIONS TowaRD &I
9 BILL.—
10 “(1) ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE.—In the case of
11 an individual making an election under subseetion
12 (a) who is deseribed by subparagraph (A), (C), or
13 {K) of paragraph (1) of that subséction, the amount
14 of educational assistance ‘payable to the individual
15 under this chapter as a monthly stipend payable
16 under paragraph (1){B) of section 3313(¢) of this
17 title, or under paragraphs (2) through (7) of that
18 section (as applicable), shall be the -amoﬁnt other-
19 wise pdayable a4y a monthly stipend under the applica-
20 ble paragraph '-increase_d.by the amount equal to—
21 ““{A) the total amount of contributions to-
22 ward basic educational assistance made by the
23 individual under section 3011(h) or 3012(e) of
24 this title, as of the date of the election, ralti-
25 plied by
FWHLC 201 18V120116.075.5ml. (_643?591-1 7)
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1 “(B) the fraction—

2 “1) the numerator of which is—

3 (1) the mumber of months: of en-
4 titlemient to basic edueational assist-

5 arce under chapter 30 of ‘this _titlc. re-

6 maining to the individual at the time

7 of the election; plus

8 “(ITy the -mwumber of rionths, if
9 any, of entitlement under chapter 30
10 of this title revoked by the individual
11 under subsection (e)(1); and |
12 .--‘-‘(ii')_ the denominator of whieh is 36
13 months.

14 “(2) MONTHS OF REMAINING. ENTITLEMENT
15 FOR CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS.—In the case of an indi-
16 'V-.i'{'i-ua.l gavered hy par_agraph.- (1) who is described by
17 subsection (a)(1)(E), the number of months of enti-
18 tlement to basic educational assistance remaining to
19 the individual for purposes of paragraph
20 (1)(B)(I)(IT) shall be 36 months.
21 “(3) TIMING OF PAYMENT.—The amgunt pay- |
22. able with respect to an individual under paragraph
23 (1) shall be paid to the individual togéther with ’f}lIe.
24 last payment of the monthly stipend payable to the
25 mdividual under _par-ag‘r-'cl_-p_}'l_ ((B) of section

EWVHLCT201181120116.076.xml (643758117}
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3313(¢) of this title, or under pavagraphs (2)

through (7) of that section (as applicable), héfore

the. exhaustion of the individual’s entitlement to- edn-
cational assistance nnder this chapter.

“(g) CONTINUING EXNTITLEMENT T0O ADDITIONAL
ASSISTANCE FOR CRITICAT: SKILLS OR SPECLALTY AND:
ADDITIONAL SERVICE.—An individual making an election
under subseetion (d)(l) who, at the time of the election,
1§ el'lﬁitIE(fl to inereased educational assistande nnder seg-
tion -_30'15(_d) of this title, or section 16131(1) of title 10,
or supplemental educational assistance under subchapter
III of chapter 30 of this title, shall ¥émain eéntitled to such
mereased educational assistance or supplemental edu-
cational assistance in the utilization of entitlement to edu-
cational assistanee under this chapter, in an amount equal
to the quarter, semester, or term, as applicable, equivalent
of the mohthly- amount of such iereasced cducational as-
sistanice. of supplemental educational assistance piyable
with respect to the individual at the time of the clection.

“(h) ALTERNATIVE ELECTION BY SECRETARY.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an individoal
who, on or after Jamary 1, 2017, submits to the

Secretary an election under this section that the

Secretary determines is cleaily against the interests

of the individual, or who fails to make an election

fi\V_H_LC\_'I 20116\120116.075.xm) 643759117}
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under this section, the Secretary may make an alter-
native election on behalf of the individual that the
Seerctary determines is in the hest interests of the
mdividual,

“(2) NoTICE.—If the Seerctary makes an clee-

tion on hehalf of dn individwal under this subsection,

the Secretary shall notity the individual by not later

than seven days after making such election and shall

providé the individual with a 30-day period, begin-

ning on the date of the individual’s recempt of such

11_0ﬁee-,_ during which the individual may modify or
révoke the election made by the Secretary on the in-
dividual’s - behalf. The Seecretary shall ineclude, as
part of such notice, a clear statement of why the al-
ternative cleetion made by the Seeretary 1s in the
best interests of the individual as compared to the
clection submitted by the individual. The Secretary
shall pravide thé notice required under t}uq para-
graph by electronie means whenever possible.

“(1) IRREVOCABILITY OF BELECTIONS.—An election

under subseetion (a) or (¢)(1)is irrevocable.”.

(b} CLERICAL AMENDMENT,—The table of sections

- at the beginning of such chapter, as amended by section

24 404, is further amended By adding at the end tha fbl.]'owing

25 new item:

#3327, Election. to vedeive olugealioial agsiwtannea?.

fWVHLCY 200 16V120116.075. xml -(_643?59['1 7
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(¢) CONPORMING REPEAL.—Subsection (¢) of section
5003 of the Post-9/11 Veterans Edueational Assistance
Act of 2008 (Public Taw 110-252. 38 T.8.C. 3301 note)
1s hereby repealed.
SEC. 406. WORK-STUDY ALLOWANCE.

Section 3485(a)(4) is amerided by striking “June 30,
2013 eaéh place it appears and inserting “June 380,

2013, or the period begimming on June 30, 2017, and end-

[V T << S B NURE & SR N V- T o

ing on June 30, 20227

—
=

SEC.. 407. CENTRALIZED REPORTING OF VETERAN ENROLL-

—
=t

MENT BY CERTAIN GROUPS, DISTRICTS, AND

H
b

CONSORTIUMS OF EDUCATIONAL INSTITU-

.
A=t

TIONS..

—
N

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3684(a) is amended—

—_
LA

[1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ““32, 33,7

ot
N

atter “31,7; and

—
~1

(2) by adding at the end the following now

[—
oC

paragraph:

J—
\D

“(4) For purposes of this subsection, the term ‘edu-

o2
=

cational nstitution’ may include a group, distriet, or con-

o
jE—

sortium of separately aceredited educational institutions

2

located in tlie same State that are organized in a nanner

2
[

that facilitates the centralized reporting of the enrollments

o
=

in such group, district, or consortium of institutions.”.

IWHLEYT 2011611 201 16.075.xml (643759117)
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(b) EFFECTIVE DATE-—The amendments made by

subsection {a) shall apply with respect to reports sub-

mitted on or é.fter the date of the enactment of this Aect.
SEC. 408. ROLE OF STATE APPROVING AGENCIES.

(a) APPROVAL OF CERTAIN COURSES—Scetion
3672(b)(2)(A) is damended by striking “the following” and
all that follows through the colon and inserting the fol-
lowing: “a program of education is deemed to be approved.
for purposes of this chapter if a State approving agency,
or the Secretary when acting in the role of a State approv-
ing agengy, determines that. the program is one, of the fol-
lowing programs: 7,

(b) APPROVAL OF OTHER COURSES.—Section 3675
of such title 18 a_.m‘énd'ed—

(1) in subscction (a)(1)-—

(A) by striking “The Secrotary or a State
approving ageney” and inserting “A State -ap-
proving agency, or the Secretary when acting in ._
the role of a State approving dgency,”; and

(B) by striking “offered by proprietary for-
profit. educational institutions” anid in-seri:-i.ng‘
“not covered by section 3672 of this title’’; and
(2) in subsection {(b)—

(A) iri the matter preceding: paragraph (1),

by striking “the Secretary or the State approv-

FAWVHLGV 2011612011 6.075.%ml (643758117
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1 ing: agency’’ and inserting “‘the State a:pl_:)r(_)vfing_

2 agency, or the Seeretary when acting in the role

3 of a State approving ageney,”; and

4 (B} i paragraph. (1), by striking “the Sec-

5 retary or the State a,i;)_pr_oving ageney” and. in-

6 " serting “the State approving ageney, or the

7 'Settl'tata,l;s_r when acting in the role of 4 Staté ap-

8 proving: agency’’.

9 SEC. 409. MODIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR AP-
10 PROVAL FOR PURPOSES OF EDUCATIONAL
11 ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY DEPARTMENT OF
12 VETERANS AFFAIRS OF PR_OGRAMS DE-
13 SIGNED TO PREPARE INDIVIDUALS FOR LI-.
14 CENSURE OR CERTIFICATION..

15 (a) APPROVAL OF NONAGCREDITED COURSES.—Sub-

16 scetion (e) of seétion 3676 is amended—

17 (1) by redesignating paragraph (14) as para-
18 graph (16); and
19 (2) by inserting after paragraph (13) the fol-
20 lowing new paragraphs: |
21 %(14) In the case of a eourse designed to pre-
22 pare an individual for licensure or eertification in &
23 State, the 'e.nﬁrse—-

FWHLCY1.201 168\120118.075.50mi {843758117)
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1 “(A) meets all instruetional curriculum k-
2 cehsure or certification requirements of such
3 State; and
4 “(B). in the easc of a course designed to
5 prepare an individual tor licensure to praciice
6 law in a4 State, is aceredited by dn acérediting
7 ageney or association recogmized by the Sec-
8 vetary of Bducation under subpart 2 of part I
9 of title IV of the Higher Education Act.of 1965
10 (20 T.8.C. 1099b).
11 “(15) In the case of a course designed to pre-
12 pare an individual for employment pursuant to -
13 standards developed by a board or ageney of a State
14 in an occupation fha.t. requires approval, licensure, or
15 eertification, the eourse—
16 “(A) meets such standards; and
17 “(B). in the case of a course designed to
18 prepare an individual for licensure to practice
19 law in a State, is aceredited by &n acerediting
20 agency or association recognized by the Sec-
21 retary of Bdueation under subpart 2 of part H
| 22 of title 1V of. the Higher Education Act of 1965
23 (20 T7.8.C. 1099).”.
24 (h) EXCEPTIONS.—Such section is further amended

25 -by adding at the end the following new subsection:

FAVHLGVM 20116\120116:075.xm! | (643758117}
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“(f)(1) The Secretary may waive the requirements of

paragraph (14) or (15) of subsection (¢) i the ‘case of

a eourse of education offered by an eduecational institution.

(cither acercdited or not acercdited) if the Seerctary deter-

10 of such paragraph at any time during the two-year
11 period preceding the date of the waiver.

12 “(C) The waivér furthers the purposes of the
13 educational assistance programs adininistered by the
14 Secretary or would further the education interests of
15 individuals cligible for assistance under such pro-
16 grams.

17 “(D) The educational institution decs not pro-
18 vide any commission, honus, or other iﬁ.centi’x’-*é pay-
19 ment based directly or indirectly on Sucues_s n secur-
20 ing enrollments or finanecial aid to any persons: or
21 entities engaged in dny student recruiting -or admis-
22 sion activities or in making decisions regarding the
23 award of student financial as__sistan(:e? exeept for the
24 recruitment of foreign students residing in foreign

EWHLEA 201 1611201 16.075.%ml {(643759M17)

December 1,2016 {1:07 p.r)
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4
5 mines all.of the following:
6
7
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9

f(A) The educational institution is not acered-
ited by an agéncy or assoeiation recogrized by the
Sceretary of Education.

“(B) The eourse did not mieet the requirements



FAVAWAIARVOMNIBUS4 XML

62
1 conntries who are not eligible to receive Federal stu-
2 dent assistance.
3 “(2) Not later than 30 days after the date on which
4 the Secrctary issues a waiver under paragraph (1), the
5 Sceretary shall submit to Congress notiee of such waiver
6 and a justification for issuing such wa.iver_.”l'.
7 (¢) APPROVAL OF ACCREDITED COURSES—Section
8 3675(b)(3) is amended—
9 (1) by striking “and (3)” and inserting “(3),
10 (143, (15), and (16)”; and
11 {2) hy inserting befdre the period at the end the
12 following: ““(or, with respeet to such paragraphs (14)
13 and (15), the requirements under such paragraphs
14 are waived pursuant to subsection {f)(1) of section
15 3676 of this title)”.
16 (d) APPROVAL OF ACCREDITED STANDARD COLLEGE

17 DEEREE ProeRAMS OFFERED AT PUBLIC OR NOT-FOR-
18 DPROFIT EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.—Scction

19 3672(b)(2) is amended—

70 (1) in subparagraph (A)(), by striking “An ac-
21 credited” and inserfing “Except as provided i sub-
22 ' .parag'ra.p'h (()), an aceredited””; and
23 (2) by adding at the end the following new sub-
24 pavagraph:

FAVHLGVIZ01164{20116.075:xml (643759117)
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1 () A eourse that is deseribed in both subparagraph
(A){) of this paragraph and in paragraph (14) or (15)
of scetion 3676(e) of this title shall not be dedmeéd to be

approved for pﬁrpos@.s of this chapter unless—
“U) a State appreving ageiicy, or the Scerctary
wherl acting in-the role of a State approving ageney,
determines that the cowrse meets the applicable eri-

teria in such paragraphs; or

“(ii) the Secretary issues a waiver for such
10 course under section 3676(£)(1) of this title.”.

11 (e} DISAPPROVAL OF COURSES.—Section 3679 is
12 amended by adding at the end the following new sub-
13 section:

14 “(d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this
15 chapter; the Scerctary or the applicable State approving
16 ageney shall disapprove a course of educdtion (1&501'}1;1_0(1'
17 in pa.rag'm:ph.. (14) or (15) of scetion 3676(c) of thig title
18 unless the educational institution providing the course of

19 education—

20 “(1) publicly discloses any conditions or addi-
21 tional requirements, including 'trairli11-_g', experi_e_nc_e_,
22 or _iexam'j_nati_ons; required to obtain the license, cer-
23 tification, or approval for which the ¢ourse of edu-
24 cation is designed to provide preparation; and
EAYHLCA 201 16\1'201.16;'b7_5.xr’n| (643759117}
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“(2) makes each diselosure required by para-
graph (1) a manmer that the Seeretary considers
prominent (as specified hy the Seeretary in regula-
tions preseribed for purposes of this subseetion).”.

(1) APPLICABILITY —If dfter enrollment in a course
of education that is subject to disapproval by reason of
an amendment made by this section, an individual pursues
one or more courses of education at the same educational
institution while remaining continuonsly enrolled (other
than during regularly scheduled breaks between courses,
semesters, or terms) at that institution, any eourse so pur-
sued by the individual -at that institution while-so continu-

ously enrolled shall not be subject to disapproval by reason

of such amendment.

_SEC. 410. CRITERIA USED TO APPROVE COURSES.

(a) NONACCREDITED CoOURSES.—Paragraph (1_'_6_)'-.-0{-'
section 3676(c), as redesignated by seetion 409, s amend-
ed by inserting before the period the following: “‘if the Sce-
retary, in consultation with the State approving ageney
and - pursuant to regulations prescribed to -carry out this
paragraph, determines snch criteria are necessary and
'trelat public, private, and proprietary for-profit educational

ingtitutions eguitably”.

FAVHLCY 20116V1201.16.075:xml {6ua7sei17)
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1 (b) ACCREDITED COURSES.—Section 3675(h)(3) is
amended by striking “and (3)"" and inserting (3), and
(14)”.

(¢) APPLICATION,—The amendment made by sub-

(1) eriteria developed pursuant to puaragraph
{16} of subsection {c} of section 3676 of title 38,

2

3

4

5 section (2) shall apply with respect to—
6

7

8 United States Code, on or after Japuary 1, 2013;
9

and
10 (2) an investigation condueted tnder such sub-
11 section that is covered by a réimbursement of ex-
12 penses’ paid by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
i3 a State pursnant to section 3674 of such title 0Tl OF
14 after October 1, 2015.

15 SEC. 411. COMPLIANCE SURVEYS.

16 (a) IN GENERAL.—Scetion 3698 is amended—

17 (1) by striking subscefion (a) and inserting the
18 following new subsection | (2):

19 ‘é(-a.)”(l)__ Txcept as provided in subsection (b), the Sec-

20 retary shall eonduct an annual compliance survey of edu-
21 cational mstititions and training establishments o’f'fe'ri-ng
22 one or more courses approved for the enrollment of eligible
23; veterans or persons if at least 20 sich veterans or persons

24 are enrolled in any such course. The Secretary shall—

FAVHLGVI 2011641 20116,075.xml (643759117}
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1 “{A) design the compliance surveys to ensure
2 that sueh institutions or t!StEl.b]_i'ShnleIl'tS,__ as the case
3 may be, and approved courses are in compliance
4 withi all applicable provisions of chapters 30 through
5 36 of this tatle; '
6 “(B) survey each | such educational ingtitution
7 and training establishment not legs than once during
8 every two-year period; and
9 “{C) assign not.fewer than one. education com-
10 pliance specialist to work on compliance surveys 1
11 any year for each 40 compliance SUrveys requiréd to
12 be made under this seetion for such year.
I3 “(2) The- Secretary, in consultation with the State ap-
_1 4 proving agencies, shall—
15 “(A) aonually -determine the parameters of the
16 surveys required under paragraph (1); and
17 “(B) not later than Sceptember 1 of cach year,
18 malke available to the State approving agencies a list
19 of the éducational imstitations and training estab-
20 lighments that will be surveyed during the fiseal year
21 following the date of making such list available.”;
22 anc
23 (2) by adding at -the end the following new sub-
24 section:
~FAWHLGCY 2011611201 16.075.xm] {643750117)
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I “(e) In this section, the terms ‘educational institu-
2 tion’ and “frainiig establishinent” Wiave the meanings given
3 such terms in section 3452 of this title.”.
4 (b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Subscetion () of
5 such seetion is amended—
6 (1) by striking “subsection (a) of this section
7 f_()i-' an annual compliunce survey” and _ins_ertin’g._
8 “subsection (_:a,_).(l.) for a compliarice suivey’’;
9

{2) by striking “institntion” and nserting

10 ‘f"e'ducatioﬁal mstitution or training establishment;
11 and

12 (3) by striking “institution’s demonstrated
13 record of compliance’” and inserting “record of com-
14 pliance of such institution or establishriient”.

15 SEC. 412. MODIFICATION OF REDUCTIONS IN REPORTING

16 ; FEE MULTIPLIERS FOR PAYMENTS BY SEC-
17 RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO EDU-
18 CATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.

19 (a) THROUGH SEPTEMBER 25, 2017.—During the

20 period beginning on the date of the enavtmerit of this Act
21 and ending on September 25, 2017, the sceond sentence
22 of section 3684(c) of title 38, United States Code, shall
23 beapplied—

24 (1) by substituting “$67 for “$12”; and
25 {2) by substituting “$12” for “$157.
fAVHLCY 209 164120116.075.xml (64375911 7)
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(b) SEPTEMBER 26, 2017, THROUGH SEPTEMBER

25,2026 —During the period beginning on September 26,

2017, and ending on September 25, 2026, the seeond sen-

tenee of such seetion shall be applied
(1) hy substituting “$7” for “$12”; and
(2} by substituting “$127 for “$15°".

(¢) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 406 of :t-hé.
D.epartmeﬁt of Veterans Affairs Expiring Authorities Act
of 2014 (Public Law 113-175; 38 U.S.C. 3684 note), as
amended by the Departrient of Veterans Affairs Expiring
Authorities Act of 2016, is. amended by striking “During
the threc-year pericd beginning on the date of the enact-

ment of this Act” and inserting “During the period begin-

ning on' the date of the enactment of this Act and ending - |

on the day before the date of the enaetment of the Jeff

~ Miller and Richard Blumenthal Veterans Health Care and

Benefits Tmprovement Act of 20167
SEC. 413. COMPOSITION OF VETERANS' ADVISORY COM-
MITTEE ON EDUCATION.

Section 3692(a) is amended in the second sentence

oy striking “veterans representative of World War II” and

all that follows through the period at the end of that sen-
tence and inserting the following: “a representative sample

of veterans and ‘other individuals who have used, or may

FAVHLCYI201161120116.075.xm) (843750017}
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b in the future use, educational assistance benefits adminis-
2 tered by the Secretary.”.

3 SEC. 414. SURVEY OF INDIVIDUALS USING THEIR ENT_I.T_LE—

4 . MENT TO EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE UNDER
5 THE EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS
6 ADMINISTERED BY THE. SECR]-ETARY OF VET-
7 ERANS AFFAIRS.

8 (a) SURVEY REQUIRED:—By not later than 270 days
9 after the date of the enactment of this Aet, the S"eel"-e'tary_

10 of Veterans Affairs shall enter into a contract with 2 non-
i1 government entity for-the conduct of a survey of a statis-
12 tically valid sample of individuals who have used or are
13 using their entitlement to educational -assistance urder
14 chapters 30, 32, 33, and 35 of title 38, United States
15 Code, to pursue a program of education or training., The

16 contract shall provide that—

17 (1) not later than one month before the collee-
i8 tion of data under the survey begins, the survey
19 shall be submitted to the Committees on Veterans’
20 Affairs of the Senate and House of .Rep_l"esenta:ﬁves;;
21 (2) the non-government entity shall complete
22 the survey and submit to the Secretary the results
23 of the survey by not later than 180 days after enter-
24 g into the eontract; and
TAVHLC\I20116\120116.075.xml (6437581 7)
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1 (3) the survey sliall be eonducted by electronie
2 nieans and by any other means the non-government
3 entity determines appropriate.
4 (h). INFORMATION TO BE CorrEcTED.—The ‘con-

5 tract under subseetion (a) shall provide that the _-'su_rvcy
6 shall be designed to collect the following types of mforma-

7 tion about each individual surveyed, where applicable:

8 (1} Demographic information, including the
9 highest level of education completed by the indi-
10 v.i_dual, the military oceupational specialty or special-
11 ties. of the individual while sérving on active duty as
12. a member of the Armed Forges or ag a meniber of
13 the National Guard or of a Reserve Component of
i4 the Armed Forees, and whéther the individual has a
15 servige-connected disability.
16 (2) The opinion of the individual regarding. par-
17 ticipation n the transition assistance program under
18 section 1144 of title 10, United States Code, and
19 the effectiveniess of the program, including. instrue-
20 tion on the use of the benefits nnder laws adminis-
21 tered by the Secretary of Vetevans Affairs.
22 (3) The resources the individual used to help
23 the individual—
1AVHLCM 201161201 16.075.xml (643750117)
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| (A) decide to use the individual’s. entitle-
2 ment to educational assigtance to enroll in a
3 progran of education or training: and
4 (B) choose the program of education or
5 fraimng the individual pursued.
6 {4) The individual’s goal when the individual
7 enrolled in the program of education or training.
8 (5) The natuve of the individual’s experience
9 with the edncation benefits processing system of the
10 - Department of ’Veter-aﬁs Affairs..
11 {6) The nature of the individual’s éxperience
12 with the school certifying dfficial of the educational
13 institution where the individual pursued the prograni
14 of education or training who processed the individ-
15 ual’s claim.
16 {7) Any secrviees or henefits the educational in-
17 stitution or program of education or training pro-
18 vided to veterans while the individual pursued the
19 program of education or truining.
20 (8) The type of educational institution at which
21 the individnal pursued the proeram of edueation or
22 training.
23 (9) Whether the individual completed the pro-
24 gram of education ov training or the number of cred-
25 1t hours completed by the individual as of the time
TWHLCV1 2011611201 16.075.xmi (643759117}
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1 of the: survey, and, if applicable, any degree or cer-
2 tificate obtained by the individual for completing the
3 progran.
4 (10) The employment -status of the individual
5 and whether such Cmplc:)}qhdm. status differs from
6 the emplomnent status of the individual prior to en-
7 rolling in the prograim. of education or 'trai_niﬁg.
: {11) Whether the i‘n_dividl_iai 18 or wa§ enrolled
9 in a program of education on a | full-time. or part-
10 time basis.
il (12) The opinion of the individual on the effec-
12 tiveness of the educational assistance program of the
13 Department of Veterans. Affairs under which the in-
14 dividual was entitled to educational assistance.
15 (13) Whether the dividual was cver entitled to
16 -a rehapilitation under chapter 31 of title 38, United
17 States Code, and whether the individual participated
18 in such a program.
19 (14) A deseription of any circumstances that
20 prevented the individual from 'u'sin'g the individnal’s
21 entitlement ‘-t(i educational assistance to pursue & de-
22 sired career path or degree.
23 (15) Whether the individual is using the indi-
24 vidual's entitlement to educational assistance to par-
FAVHLCY 201761201 16.075.xml. (643758117)
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sue a program of education or training or has trans-

ferved such an entitlement to a dependent.

(16) Such other matters as the Sceretary deter-
mines appropriate.

(¢) RErore.—Not later than 90 days after recciving
the results of the survey required under this section, the
Secretary shall snbmit to the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Represeritatives a report
on the results of the survey and any recommendations: of
the Secretary relating to such results. Such veport shall
also include an uredited version of the results of the sur-
vey submitted by the non-government entity that con-
ducted the survey. .

SEC. 415. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS PROVISION
OF INFORMATION ON ARTICULATION AGREE-
MENTS BETWEEN INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER

(a) INFORMATION.—Department of Veterans Affairs
pouhselors who provide educationdl or vocational coun-
seling gerviges pursnant to section 3697A of title 38,
United States Code, shall provide to any eligible individual

who requests such counseling services information about

3 the articnlation agreements of each institution of higher

learning in which the individual is interested.

EAVHLCAT201161120116.075.xmf (64375917)
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(b) CERTIFICATION, OF ELIGIRILITY —3When the Sec-
vetary of Veterans Affairs provides to an individual a cer-
{ification of cligihility for cducational -assistance provided
by the Department of Veterans Affairs, the Sceretary shall
also include detailed information on such cducational as-
sistance,, -includiﬁ_g._ information on requesting education
counseling services and on articulation agreements.

(¢) DEFINITIONS —In this section:

(1) The term “institution of higher learning”
has the meaning given such term in section 3452(f)
of title 38, United States Code.

(2) The term “articulation agreement” has the
meaning given such term in section 486A of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (Public Taw 89-329;
20 U.S.C. 1093a)..

{d) DEADLINE FOR IMPLEMENTATION.—The Sece-
retary of Vetérans Attairs shall implement this.scetion not

later than 90 days after the date of the énactment of this

Act.

SEC. 416. RETENTION OF ENTITLEMENT TO EDUCATIONAL
ASSISTANCE DURING CERTAIN ADDITIONAL

PERIODS OF ACTIVE DUTY.
(2) EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE ALLOWANCE.—Sec-

tion 16131(e)(3)(B)(1) of title 10, United States Code, is

FWHLCV 201 1611201 16.075.xml (643759117)
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1 amended by striking “or 12304” and inserting “12304,
2. 12304a, or 123041,
3 (h} EXPIRATION DATE.—Scetion 16133(h)(4) of
4 such title is amonded by steiking “or 123047 and inserting
5 *12304, 123044, or 12304h”.
6 SEC. 417 TECHNICAL AMENDMENT RELATING TO IN-STATE
7 TUITION RATE FOR INDIVIDUALS TO WHOM
8 ENTITLEMENT IS TRANSFERRED UNDER ALL-
9

VOLUNTEER FORCE EDUCATIONAL ASSIST-

10 ANCE PROGRAM AND POST-911 EDU-
11 CATIONAL ASSISTANCE.
12 . (a) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Subparagraph (B) of

13 section 3679(c)(2) is amended to read as follows:.

14 “(B) An individual who is entitled to as-
15 sistariee under— _
16 “(1) seetion -3311(h) _('9):._0f th'i.s title; or
17 (i) section 3319 of this title by vir-
18 tue of the irL'di\-’idualjs.reia‘r_,ioﬁ_ship to—
19 “(O) a veteran deseribed in sub-
20 paragraph (A); or
21 _ “(II), & member of the uniformed
22 services described in seetion 3319(D)
23 of this title who is serving on active
24 duty.”.

AWHLECY 201 1811 20116.075.xmi (B43759117)"
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(b) APPLICARILITY —The amendrient made by “ub-

2. section (a) shall apply with respect to a course, semester,

or term that begins after July 1, 2017.
SEC. 418. STUDY ON THE EFFECTIVENESS OF VETERANS
TRANSITION EFFORTS.
(a) STU.DY*.—T.he- Secretary of Veteiuns Affairs, in
coordination with the Secretary of Labor and the Sae-

retary of Defense, shall carry out a study to evaluate pro-

erams to assist veterans of the Armed Forces in their

transition to civilian life. Such study shall be designed to
determine the effectiveness of ¢urrent programs, especially
in regards to the unigue challenges faced by women vet-
erans, veterans with disabilities, Native American veterans
(including Alaska Native veterans and Native Hawailan
veterans), veterans who are residents of a territory ot the
United States, veterans who are part of the mdigenous
population of a territory of the United ‘States, and other
groups of minority veterans identified by the Secretaries,

including whetber such programs-—

20 (1} eff_ective_ly address the (-:hallenges veterans

21 fage 1n pursuing higher edueation, .espec_i'aj;lly the

22 challenges faced by such groups -of minority vet-

23 erans;

24 (2) effectively address the challenges such vet-

23 erang face entering the civilian workforce and in
FAWHLCY120116120116.075.xmi (643759117}
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translating experience and skills from military serv-
ice to thie joh market; and
(3} effectively address the challenges faced hy
the tamilies of such veterans transitioning to cimban
lifo.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 540 days after the date
of the enactrmrent of this Act, the Sevretary of Veterans,
Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Veterans” Af-
fairs of the Senate and House of Representatives a report.
regarding the findings and recommendations of the study
required under subsection (a).

{¢) PROHIBITION ON AUTHORIZATION OF APPRO-

PRIATIONS —No additional funds are aunthorized to carry

14 out the requirements of this section. Such. requirements
15 shall be carried out using amounts otherwise authorized.
16 TITLE V—SMALL BUSINESS AND
17 EMPLOYMENT MATTERS
18 SEC. 501. MODIFICATION OF TREATMENT UNDER CON-
19 TRACTING GOALS AND PREFERENCES OF DE-
20 PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.
21 (a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (1) of section 8127 is
22 amended—.
23 (1) in Ip’&l"&g‘l‘aph: (3), by striking “rated as”
24 and all that follows through “disability.” and insert-
25 - mg a period; and

EAVHLCA1 201 16\1 201 16,075 xmil (643759117

December 1, 2076 {1:07 p.m.}



FAVAWA I4R\OMNIBUS4 XML

78

1 (2) in paragraph (2), by amending subpara-

2 graph {€) to read as follows:

3 “(() The date that—

4 “(1) in the easc of a surviving spousc of a

5 veteran with & service-conneeted disability rated

6 as. 100 percent. disablinig or who dies 4s a resuit.__

7 of a service-comnected disability, is 10 years

8 after the date of the veteran’s death; or

9 “(3i) in the ease of a surviving spouse of a.
10 veteran with a service-connected disability rated
11 as less than 100-'per'cenf disabling who does not;
12 die ‘as a result of a service-connected disabi'lity?
13 is three :'yea.rs after the date of the veteran’s
14 . death.”.

15 (h) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 111.ad_e hy

16 subsection (a) shall take effect. on the date that is 180
17 days after the date of the enactment of this Act.and shall
18 apply with respect to contracts awarded ori or after such
19 date.

20 SEC. 502. LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF JOB COUNSELING,

21 - TRAINING, AND PLACEMENT SERVICE FOR
22 VETERANS.
23 (a) IN GENERAL—Chapter 41 is amended by adding

24 at the end the following new section:

FAWHLC201161120116.075.xmi {643758117)
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“§4115. Longitudinal study of job counseling, train-

fo)

ing, and placement service for veterans
“(a) STODY REQUIRED,—(1) The Secrctary shall
enter into a contract with a non-government entity to-con-
duct a longitudinal study of a statistically valid sample
of cach of the groups of individuals deseribed in par_a.graph
(2). The eontract shall provide tor the study of cach such

aroup over a period of at least five yoars.

“(2) The groups of individuals deseribed in this para-

[y
o

graph are the following:

11 “(A) Veéterang who have received intensive serv-
12 ices.

13 “(B) Veterans who did not receive intensive
14 services but. who otherwiseé received services under
15 this chapter.

16 “’(C) Veterans who did not seek or receive serv-
17 1ces under this chapter.

18 “(3) The ét11_d§f-' required by this subscetion shall in-

19 clude the collection of the following information for cach

20 individual who participates i the study:

21 “'(A). The. average namber of months such mdi-
22 vidual served on active duty.
23 “(B) The disability ratings of such individual.
24 “(0) Any unemploynment benefits received by
25 sueh individual.

FAVHLGY 20116\120116,075:xm (643759117}
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1 “(D) The average nuiber of months such mdi-

2 vidual was employed during the year covered hy ‘the

3 report.

4 “(E) The average annual starting and. ending
5 salaries of any such individual who was employed

& during the_yem'.- covered by the report.

7 “(F) The average annual meome. of such indi-

8 vidual..

9 “(@) The average total household ineome of
10 such individual for the year coveréd by the report.
11 “(H) The percentage of such individuals who
12 own their principal residenges.

13 “(Ty The employment status of such individual.
14 “(J) In the case of such an individual who re-
15 ceived services under this chapter, whether the indi-
16 ~vidual believes that any service provided by a dis-
17 abled veterans’ eutreach program spocialist or local
18 veterans’ 3L*;'111_1j1{_)ymt:1_1t. representative helped the mdi-
19 vidual to become: eniployed.
20 “(K) In the ease of such an individual who. be-
21 lieves such ‘a service helped. the ndividual to become
22 employed, whether— |
23 “(i) the individunal retained the position. of
24 employment for a period of one year or longer;
25 and

{AVHLCA 2011611201 16.075 xrml (643758117}
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1 “(ii) ‘the im;livi'dual believes such a serviee
2 helped the individual to secure a higher wage: or
3 salary. |
4 “(1,) The conditions under which such indi-
5 vidual was discharged or released from. the Armed
6 Horees.
7 “(M) Whether such individual bhas used any
8 educational assistance to which the:individual is en-
9. titled under this title,
10 “(N) Whether such individual has participated
11 in 4 Fehabilitation program urider ehapter 31 of this
12 title,
13 “(0O) Whether such individual had contact with
14 '-a.'One.-'Stop_ Career Center employee while att‘endiﬁ’g
15 a W\TOl‘kShOp or job fair under the Transition GPS
16 Program of the Department of Detense.
17 “(P) Demographic information about such indi-
18 vidual.
19. “(Qj Such other information as the Secretary
20 ‘determines appropriate:
21 « (b} ANNTAL REPORT.—(1) By not lateir than July
22 1 of each year covered by the study required under 31117~
23 seetion (a}, the Seeretary shall submit to the Committee
24 on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
FWHLCWM 201160 20116.075:3mi _{543759f1 7}
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1 Veterans' Affairs of the House of Representatives a report

2 on the outcomes of the study during the precedmg year:
3 “(2) The Seerctary shall inelude in each report subh-.
4 mitted under paragraph (1) the following:
5 “(A) Information with respecet to job fairs at-
6 tended by One-Stop Career Center employees at
7 which the employees had contact. with 2 veteran, in-
3 chluding; for the yeaf preceding the year in Whie___h the
9 report is submitted, the following:
10 “(i) The number of job fairs attended by
11 One-Stop Career Cenfer employees at which the
12 employees had éontact with a veteran.
13 “(i{) The number of veterans contacted at
14 each such job fair.
15 “(B) Such information as the Secretary deter-
16 nines is nc_ccs_sarj?-- to determine the ..lon;r,—'tcrm- out-
17 gomes of the individuals in the eroups deseribed in
18 subssction (a)(2).”.
19 {b) CLERICAL AvENDMENT.—The takile of sections

20 at the beginning of such chapter is amended by adding
21 at the end the following new item:

"44115. Lonsitndinial -stixdy of job. covnseling, trainin and placement service for
=] W . ! b= r & P
veterans,' .
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SEC: 503. LIMITATION ON ADMINISTRATIVE LEAVE FOR EM-

PLOYEES OF DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AF-
'FAIRS.

(a) LIMITATION.

(1) Ix ¢ENERAL —Chapter 7 is. amended by in-

serting after section 715 the following new sectiom:
“§717. Limitation on administrative leave

“{a) In GENERAL.—Except as provided in sabsection
(b), the Secretary may not place any covered individual
on administrative leave, or any other type of paid non-
duty status Without. charge to leave, for maore than a total.
of 14 days during any 365-day period.

“(b) WATvER—The Scerctary may waive the Timita-
tioh under subsection (a) and extend the administrative
leave or other paid non-duty status wvjtllout charge to ledve
of a covered individual placed on such leave or status
under subsection {a) if the Secretary submits to the Com:=

mittees on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate and Honse of

Representatives a detdiled explanation of the reasons the

Individual was placed on administrative leave or other paid
non-duty status without charge _. to leave and thie reasons
for the extension of sueh leave or status. Such explanation
shall inchide the job. title and grade of the covered indi-

vidual and the location where the individual is employed.

TAVHLEM 20116V120116.075.%m] (643759117}
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“(¢) COVERED INDIVIDUAL.—In this seetion, the.

2 ‘term ‘covered individual’ migans an etaployee of the De-

3 partment—

4
3
6
7
8
9

10

11
12

13

14
15
16
17

18

19
20
21
22
23
24

25

“(1) who 18 subject to ‘an investigation for pur-
poscs of'determining'- whether such individual shounld
be subject to any disciplinary action under this title
or title 5; or

“(2) against whom any disciplinary action is
proposed or initiated under this title or title 5.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of see-
tions at the beginming of such chapter is amended
by inserting after the item relating to section 715
the following-ﬁeW item:

“717. Limitation on adminsirative leave.”.

(b) _APPL_I’OATION;—-Section 717 of title 38, Unifed
States Code, as added by subsection (a) (1), shall apply
with respect to .any 365-day period beginming on or after
the date 'of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 504. REQUIRED COORDINATION BETWEEN DIRECTORS
FOR VETERANS EMPLOYMENT AND: TRAIN-
ING WITH STATE DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR

AND VETERANS AFFAIRS:

(a) IN GENERAL.—Scetion 4103 1s aménded by add-
ing at the end the follmvi.ng new subgoection:
“(¢) COORDINATION WITH STATE DEPARTMENTS OF

TABOR AND VETERANS AFRAIRS —Each Dircetor toi- Vot-

TAVHLCM 201184201 16:075.xml (643759117}
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19
20
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22

23
24

erans” Employment and Training for a State shall coordi-
pate the Director’s activities wader this chapter with the
State department of labor and the State department. of
veterarnis affairs.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATkE.—Subscction {¢) of such see-
tion, as added by subsection (a), shall take effect on the

date that is one year after the date of the enactment of

this Act.

TITLE VI-HEALTH CARE
MATTERS
Subtitle A—Medical Care
SEC. 601. REQUIREMENT FOR ADVANCE APPROPRIATIONS:
FOR THE MEDICAL COMMUNITY CARE AC-
COUNTE bF THE DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS.

(a) IN ;GE_NE'R.AL.+SC'GtiOI] 117(e) is amended by
adding at-the end the following new paragraph:

“(7) Veterans Ilealth. Administrafion, 'Mc_di’cal

Comrunity Care.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section
1105(a)(37) of title 31, United States Code, is. amended
by adding at the end the following new subparagraph:

“(@) Veterans Health Administration,

Medical Community Care.”.

{WHLCW207161120116.075.xml (643759117
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I (¢) APPLICABILITY.—The amendments made by this
9 -gection shall apply to fiscal years beginning on and after
3 October 1, 2017.
4 SEC. 602, IMPROVED ACCESS TO APPROPRIATE IMMUNIZA-
5 TIONS FOR VETERANS. |
6 (a) INCLUSION OF RECOMMENDED ADULT IMMUNI-
7 ZATIONS AS MEDICAL - SERVICES.—
8 (1) COVERED BENEFIT.—Subparagraph (I) of
9 section 1701(9) is amended to read as follows:
10 “(F) immunizations against infectious dis-
11 eases, including each tmmumnization on the rec
12 ommended adult immunization seliedule at the
13 time such immunization 1s indicated on th_a.t_
14 schedule;”.
15 (2) RECOMMENDED ADULT IMMUNIZATION
16 SCHEDULE DEFINED.—Scetion 1701 18 amended by
17 adding at the end the following new paragraph:
18 “(10) The term ‘redornmended adult iminaniza-
19 tion schedule’ mieans the. schedule established (and
20 periodically reviewed and, as appropriate, revised) by
21 the . Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices
22 established by the Secretary of Health and Human
23 Séi*vi_ces and delegated to the Centers for Disease
24 Control and Prevention.”. |
FAVHLCAV120116V120116.075.xml (643759117}
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1 (b} INCLUSION OF RECOMMENDED ADULT [MMUNI-

2 ZATIONS IN ANNUAL REPORT—Séction 1704(1)(A) is

3 amended—

4 (1) in clause (i), by striking “and” &t the end;

5 (2) m clause (i), by striking the period at the

6 end and inserting s and”; and

7 (3) by inserting after clause (i) the following:

8. new clause:

9 “(ill) to provide veterans eacli immu-
10 nization on the recommended adult immu-
11 nization schedule at the time such iminuni-
12 zation is indicated on that schedule.”.

13 (c) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—

14 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than two years
15 aftor the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sce-
16 retary of Veterans Affairs shall subwmit to the Com-
17 mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Scnate and the
18 Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the House of
19 Representatives a report on the development and im-
20 plementation by the Department of Veterans Affairy
21 of quality measures and metrics, including targets
22 for compliance, to ensure that veterans receiving
23 medical services under chapter 17 of title 38, United
24 States Code, rec'e'_'_i\'i'_e- cach Iminunization on the rec-

FAVHLGW 2011641 20116.075.xml (B43780117)
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ommendeéd adult immunization schedule at the time

such immunization is indicated on that sehedule.

(2) RECOMMENDED ADULT IMMUNIZATION
SCHEDULE DEFINED.—In this subscefion, the terin
“pospmmended adult immunization s_{_:hcduﬂl(j"’ has
the meaning given that term n section. 1701(10) of
title 38, United States Code, as added by subsection
(d}(2)-

(d) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this sec-

10 tion or the amendments made by this ‘section may be eon-

11 strmed to require a veteran to receive an. immunization

12 that the veteran does not want to receive.

13 SEC. 603. PRIORITY ‘OF MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS IN

14 HEALTH CARE SYSTEM OF DEPARTMENT OF

15 VETERANS AFFAIRS.

16 (2) ENROLUMENT PRIORITY.—

17 (1) IN GENERAI.—Scetion 1705(a) 18 amcnid-

18 od—

19 (A) in paragraph- (1), by striking the pe-

20 ysiod at the end and inserting the following:

21 “‘ELII& veterans who were awarded the medal of

22 honor under seetion 3741, 6241, or 8741 of

23 title 10 or section 491 of title 14.”; and

24 (B) in paragraph (3), by striking “veterans

25 who were awarded the medal of honor under
FAVHLCOV 207 164120116,075.xml {643759117)
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section 3741, 6241, or 8741 of titlé 10 or sec-

tion 491 of title 14",

(2) APPLICATION.—The priority of enrollment
of ‘maedal of honor reeipients in the system of annual
patient enrollment cstablished and operated under
section 1705(a) of such title, as amended by para-
graph (1), shall apply to each such recipient; regard-
less of the date on which the medal is awarded.

(b) ELIGIBILITY. —Section 1710(a)(2)(D) is amended

" hy inserting after “war’’ the following: “, who was award-
a b . K K

: 11 ed the medal of honor under section 3741, 6241, or 8741

12 of title 10 or section 491 of title 14,”.

13

{(¢) ExTENDED CARE  SERVICES.—Section

14 1710B(e)(2) is amended—

15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking “or”;
(2) in subparagraph (C), hy striking the period
at the end and inserting 5 or'’; and

(IS_)-by' adding at the end the followng new sub-

paragraph:
gray

DY to a veteran who was dwarded the medal

of honor under section 3741, 6241, or 8741 of title

10 or sectiont 491 of title 14.7.

(d) COPAYMENT FOR MEDICATIONS.-—Seétion

24 1722A(a)(3) is amended—

25

(1) ini subparagraph (B), by striking “or’’;

TAVHLCA1201 164120116.075.%ml (643758117}
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(2} in subparagraph (C), by striking the period
at the end and Ingerting ‘; or”’; and
(3) by addiillg- at. the end the following new sub-
paragraph:
“(D) to a veteran who was awarded the medal
of hotior under section 3741, 6241, or 8741 of title

10 or section 491 of title 14.7.

SEC. 604. REQUIREMENT THAT DEPARTMENT OF VET-

ERANS AFFAIRS COLLECT HEALTH-PLAN

'CONTRACT INFORMATION FROM VETERANS.
(a) IN GENERAL —Subchapter 1 of chapter 17 18
amended by inserting after section 1705 the following new.

section:

“§$1705A, Management of health care: information re-

garding health-plan contracts
“a) I GENBRAL.—(1) Any individual who socks

hospital care or micdical services under this chapter shall

provide to the Secerctary such current information as the

Secretary miy require to identify any heaﬁtﬁ-plau contract

ander which such individual is covered.
 %(2) The information required to be provided to the
Seeretary under paragraph (1) with respect to a health-
plani contract shall include, as applicable, the following:
“(A) The name of the entity providing coverage

under the health-plan contract.

EWHLCH 20116v120116.078.xm! {543759117)
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“B) If coverage under the health-plan contract
is in ‘the naine of an individual other than the indi-
vidual required to prm-'idc. ihforindtion unhder this
seetion, the name of the policy holder of the health-
plan ¢ontract.

“(C) The identification nuraber for the health-
plan contract. |

“(D) The group code for the health-plan con-
tract.

“(b) AcTION TO GOLLECT INFORMATION.—The Sec-
retary may take such action ag the Secretary considers
appropriate to. eollect the information required under sub-
section (a).

“(¢) EFFECT ON SERVICES FROM DEPARTMENT.—
The Sceretary may not deny any scrvices under this chap-
ter to an individual solely due o the fact that the indi-
vidual fails to provide inforination required ander sub-
section (a).

“(d) HEALTH-PLAN C‘ON_TRAC.;I‘ DEFINED ~—In this
section, the term ‘health-plan contract’ hus the ‘meaning
oiven that term in seetion 1725(f) of this title.”,

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT —The table of sectiong

- at the beginning' of chapter 17 is amended by inserting

24 after the item relating to section 1705 the following new
25 item:
FAWHLCY 2011611201 18:075.0m (643759117Y
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“1705A. Mauagement of health carve: information yegarding health-plan. eon-
fracts.”

SEC. 605. MENTAL HEALTH TREATMENT FOR VETERANS
WHO SERVED IN CLASSIFIED MISSIONS.

() SExsE OF CONGRESS—It Is the sense of Con-

- gress that veterans who experience co’mba,t—re}'ated.men_t_al_

health wounds shonld have immediate, appropriate, and

' consistent access to comprehensive meéntal health eare.

(h) IN (ENERAL.—Stbchapter 11 of chapter 17 is-
amended by adding at the end the fdl]owing' new-sectlon:
«§1720H. Mental health treatment for veterans who

ser.'\‘_red_ in classified missions

“() ESTABLISEMENT OF STANDARDS.—(1) The

Becrctary shall establish standards and progedures to ci-

surce that ccach cligible veteran may access mental health

care farnished by the Qecretary in a manner that fully
aceomodates the obligation of the veteran to not IMpProp-
erly disclose classified information.

“(2) Tn establishing standards and progedures under
paragraph (1), the Secretary shall consult with the See-
retary of Defense to ensure that __sueh’ standards and. pro-
sedutes are consistent with the policies on classified iﬁf()‘l‘*‘-
mation of the Department of Defense.

«(3) The Secretary shall disseminate guidanee to em-
ployees of the Veterans ealth Administration, including

merital hedlth professionals, on the standards and proce--

EWHLCAV 20116412011 8.075.xml {643759117)
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1 dures established under paragraph {1). and how to best.
2 engage eligihle veterans during the course of mental health
3 treatment with respect to classified information.
4 “(b) IDENTIFICATION.—In carrying out this seetion,
5 the Scerctary shall ensure that a veteran may clect, to
6. identify as-an eligible vetcran on an approprigte form.
7 “{¢) DEFINTTIONS —In this section:
8 “(1) The term ‘classified information’ means
9 any information .or material that has heen deter-
10 mined by an official «of the United States pursuant
11 to law to require pj:'ot.ecjtion' against unauthorized
12 disclosure for reasons of national security.
13 “(2) The term ‘eligible veteran’ means a vet-
14 eran who—
15 “(_A) is cligible to. reccive. health care fue-
16 nished by the Department under this title;
17 “(B) is secking mental heéalth treatment;
18 and
19 “'(G_) in the course of serving in the Armed
20 Torees, participated i a sensitive mission ox
21 served In a gensitive unit.
22 “(3) The term ‘sensitive mission’ means a mis-
23 gion of the Armed Forces that, at the time at whieh
24 an eligible veteran seeks treatment, is classitied.
fAVHLCM 201164120118.076.xml '{_643?591 17)
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“(4) The term ‘qensitive nnit’ has the meaning
given that term i section 130b(e)(4) of title 10.7.
(¢) CLERICAL AnENDMENT —The table of scetions
at the boginning' of such chapter 18 amended by ins‘értin;g
after the 1tem relating to. gection 1720G the following new
item:

“1720H. Mental health treatment for veterans who served in classified inis-
slona.” .-

SEC. 606, EXAMINATION AND TREATMENT BY DEPARTMENT

OF VETERANS AFFAIRS FOR. EMERGENCY
MEDICAL CONDITIONS AND WOMEN IN
LABOR.

(a) IN GENERAL. —Subehapter VI of chapter 17 18
amended by inserting after section 1784 the following new
gectlon:

«31784A. Examination and treatment for emergency
medical conditions and women in labor

“(a) IN GENERAL.—ID the case of a bhospital of the
Department that has an emergency 'dep-a.x‘tlﬁrlezif.,_ if any in-
dividual comes to the hospital or the campus of the hos-
pital and a request 1s. hade on hehialf of the individual
for examination or treatment for a mjédi.ca_l. condition, the
hospital must provide for an appropriate medical screen-
ing examination within the capahility of the emergency de-

parfrent, including ancillary serviges routinely -available

FAVHLG\120118\120116.075.xml (643759117}
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to the emergency department, to determine whether or rot
an émergeney medicil condition exists.

“{b) NECESSARY STABILIZING TREATMENT FOR.

- EMBRGENCY MEDICAL CONDITIONS AND LABOR—(1) Tf

any individual comes to a hospital of the Department that

hus an emergency department or the campus of such a

"h‘(jspital and the hospital determines that the individual

has an emergency medical condition, the hospital must

provide either—

“(A) within the staff and facilifies available at
the hospital, for such further medical examination
and such treatment as may be reguired to stabilize
the medical condition;.or

“(BB) for transfer-lof the individual to ancther
niedieal facility in accordance witl subsection (c).
“(2) A hospital is deemed to meet the requirement

of paragraph (1)(A) with respect to an individual if the
hospital offers the individual the furthier medical eximina-
tion and treatment desceribed in that paragraph and in-
forms the individual {or a person -acting -on hehalf of the
individual) of the risks and benefits to the individual -of
such examination and treatment, but the individual (or a

person acting on behalf of the individual) vefuses to con-

t- sent to the examination and treatment. The hospital shall

take all veasonable steps to sceure the written informed.

fAVHLCY 120116\ 201 16.075.xmi (642375917}
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consent of the individual (or person) to refuse such exam-

_ ination and treatment.

“(3) A hospital is deemed te meet the requirciment
of paragraph (1)(B) with respect to an mdividual if’ the
hospital offers to transter the individual to anothcr med-
1eal facility in decordance. with subsection. (¢) and informs
the individual (or a person deting on behalf of the indi-
vidual) of the risks and benefits to the individual of such
transfer, but the: i:ridiﬁdua-l (or a person acting op behalf
of the individual) refuses to consent to the transter.-The
hospital shall take all reasonable steps to secure the writ-
ten informed consent of the individual (or person) to
refuse such transfer. |

“(¢) RESTRICTING TRANSFERS UNTIL INDIVIDUAL
SrABTLIZED.—(1) If an individual at a hospital of the De-
partment has an emergency medical eondition that has not
been stabilized, the hospital may not transfer the indi-
vidual unless—

“(A)(1) the individual (or a legally responsible
person  agting on behalf of tﬁe 'iild_ividﬁab,- after
heing informed of the obligations of the hospital
under this seetion and of the risk of transfer, re-
quests; in writing, transfer to another medical facil-

ity;

FAVHLE 201161120116,075.xm! (643769017}
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“(ii} a physictan of thie Departnent has signed

a certification that, based. upon the information

available at the time of transfer, the medical benefits
reasonably expected from tlic provision of appro-
priate medical treatment at another medieal facility
outweigh the increased risks to- the individual .and,
in the case of labor, to the unborn child frém effeet-
ing the transfer; or

“(iii) if a physician of the Department is not
physically present m the emergency department at
the time an individual i transferred, a. qualified
niedical person (as defined by the Secretary for pur-
poses of this section) hag signed a. certification .de-
seribed in clause (i) after a physician of the Depart-
ment, i econsultation with the person, hias made the
determination ‘deseribed in such clause, and subse-
quently countersigns the certitication; and

“(B) the transfer is an appropiiate transfer to
that facility.

“(2) A certifieation described in clause (i) or (i) of

paragraph (1) (A) shall include a summary of the risks and

benefits upon which the certification is hased.

“(3) For purposes of paragraph (1)(B), an appro-

24 priate transfer to a medical facility is 4 transfer—

FAVHEC1.20116v120116.075.xmt (643750117}
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1 “(A) in which thie tramsferring hospital provides
2 the medical treatment within its capacity that niini-
3 mizes the risks to the health of the iidividual and,
4 in the case of a woman in labor, the health of the
5 unbornn ¢hild, |
6 “(B) in which the receiving facility—
7 “({) has available space and gualified per-
8 sonnel for the treatment of the individual; and
9 “{i) has agreed to accept transfer of the
10 individual and to provide appropriateé medical
Il treatment;
12 “(() in which the transferving hospital sends to
13 the receiving facility all medieal vecords (or. copies
14 thereof) available at the time of the transfer relating
15 ta the cmergency medical condition for which the in-
16 dividual has prescnted, i_11_c11.1dix_1‘gi:'—: |
17 “(i) observations of signs or symptoms;
18 “(i1) preliminary didgnosis;
19 “(iii) treatment provided;
20 “(iv) the results of any tests; and
21 “(y) the informed written request or cer-
22 tification (or copy thereof) provided under para-
23 graph (1}(A);
24 (D) in which the transfer is effected through
25 .qg.ali.fietl pérsonnel and transpoitation equipment,
FAVHLGY 201 164120116.075.%ml (643758117)
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1 including the use of necessary and wedically appro-.
2 priate life support measures during the transfer; and
3 "“('__E) that meets such -other requirernents as the
4 Sceretary consideis needssary i the interest of the
5 health and safety of the individual or individuals
6 transferred. . ’
7 “(d) PAYMENT TO THE DEPARTMENT —The Sec-
8 retuary shall charge for any care or services provided wrider
9 this section in dceordance with bjﬂillg‘_ and reimbuirsement
10 authorities available "t_o' the Secretary under other provi- "
11 sions of law.
12 “{e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
13 “(1) The term ‘campus’ means, with respect to
14 a hospital of the Department— |
15 “(A) the physical arca immediately adja-
16 eent to the main huildings of the hospital;
17 “(B). other arcas and structurcs that are
18 not strietly contigtons to the rmain buildings.
19 but ave located not more than 250 yards from
20 the main buildingy; and
21 “(C) any other areas determined by the
22 Secretary to be part of the campus of the hos-
23 pital.
24 “(2) The term -'ﬂeme-rg:en‘cy medieal condition’
25 means—
AWHLG 201 164120116.076.xml {643758{17)
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“(A) a medical condition manifesting itself
by acute symptoms of sufficient. severity {in-.
cluding scverce: pain) snch that the absence of

immediate medical attention eould reasonably

he e_}qmc:tcd' to-Tesult in—

«q) placing the health of the indi-
vidual (or, with respect to & pregriant
-ﬁroﬁian, the health of ‘the woman Or her
unborn child} in-serious jeopardy;

(1) serious {mpairment to bodily

" functions; or

“(113) serious dystuxetion of any bodily
organ. or part; or
“(B) in the case of a pregnant woman, a

gtage of labor that a medical provider deter-
mines indicates——

“i) that there i inadeguate time 1o
effoct a safe transfer to another hospital
pefore delivery; or

“(11) that transfer may pose & threat,
to the health or safety of the womax or the
unborn. -ch_il d.

“(3)(A) The term ‘4o stahilize’ means—
i(5) with respect to. an eMergency medical

condifion described 1 paragraph (_2-] (A), to pro-

(643759117)
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1 vide such medical treatnient of the condition as
2 may be nedessary to assure, wi_’rhin reasonable
3 medical probability, that no material deteriora-
4 tion of thd condition is Jikely to result from or
5 ocenr during the transfer of the individual from
6 a fadility; or
7 “(i1) with rYespéut to an emergendy medical
8 condition described in paragraph (2)(B), to de-
9 liver (including the placenta).
10 “(B) The term ‘stabilized’ means—:
11 “(i) with respect to an emergency medical
12 condition described in paragraph (2)(A), that
13 no material deterioration of the condition is
14 likely, within reasonable. medical probahility, to
15 result from or occur during the transfor of the
16 individual from a faeility; or
17 “(ii) with respeet to an emcrgoney medical
18 condition deseribed in paragraph (2)(B), that
19 the womun has delivered (incuding the pla-
20. centa).
21 “(4) The term ‘“transfer’ means the movement.
22 (including the discharge) of ‘an individual cutside the
23 facilities of a hospital of the Department at the di-
24 veetion of any persori employed by (ov affiliated or
25 associated, direcfly or indiréetly, with) the hospital,
FWHLCA120116\120116.075.6ml  (643759117)
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but oes not include sueh a movement of an indi-
vidual who—

“(4) Has been declared dead; or

“(B) Joaves the facility without the permis-

sion of any such person.’.
(h) CrLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sections,
at the beginning of chapter 17 is amended by inserting

after the item relating to section 1784 the following new

1term:

“1784A. Fxamination and treatmeit. for emeygency medical - conditions and
women inlabor.”. :

Subtitle B—Veterans Health
Administration

"SEC. 611. TIME PERIOD COVERED BY ANNUAL REPORT ON

READJUSTMENT COUNSELING SERVICE.
Scetion 7309(e)(1) is amended by striking “calendar
year” and iﬁsertiﬁ_g- “figeal vear”.
SEC..612. ANNUAL REPORT ON VETERANS HEALTH ADMIN-
ISTRATION AND FURNISHING OF HOSPITAL
CARE, MEDICAL SERVICES, AND NURSING
HOME CARE.
(a) IN GENERAL —Subchapter 1T of chapter 73 is

amended by adding at the end the following new section:

fAVHLCY12011611201 16:076:xml (643759117)
December 1, 2016 {1:07 p.m.) -
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1 “§7330B. Annual réport on Veterans Health Adminis-
2 tration and furnishing of hospital. care,
3 medical services, and nursing home care
4 “(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than March 1
5 of each of years 2018 through 2022, the Secretary shall
6 submit te the Commitice on Veterans® Affairs of the Sen-.
7 ate and the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the House.
8 of Representatives a report on, for the calendar yéar pre-
9 ceding the ¢alendar year during which the report is sub-
10 mitted—
11 “(1) the furnishing of hospital care, medical
1_'2 services, and nursi'ng-hoine care under the laws ad-
13 ministered by the Secretary; and
14 “(2) the administration of the furnishing of
15 such care and services by the Veterans Health Ad-
16 ministration.
17 “(b) ELEMENTS.—Each report required by sub-
18 section (a) shall include each of the following for the vear
19 covered by the report:
20 1) An evaluation of the cffeetiveness of the
21 Veterans Health Administration in incrcasing the
22 access of veterans to hosp_'ital vare, medical Berviges,
23 and marsing home. care furnished by the Secrctary
24 for which. sach veferans arve eligible.
25 “(2) An evalvation of the effectiveness of the
26 Veterans Health Administration in impraving the
fAVHLC1201 1611201 16 075.xmi {643759117)
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1 quality of health care provided to veterans, without
2 inereasing the costs incurred for sueh health care by
3 the Federal Government or veterans, mcluding: rol-
4 evant information for cach medical eenter and Vet-
5 crans Integrated Service Network -of:tﬁ'e Department
6 seét forth separately. |
7 “(3) An assessment of—
8 “(A) the worldoad of physicians and other
9 employees of the Veterans Health Administra-
10 .t'lj(}l'fi;:
il “(B) patient demographies and utilization
12 rates;.
13 “(()) physician compensation;
14 “(D) the productivity of  physicians and.
15 othicr emplayees of the Veberans Health Admin-
16 igtration;
17 “(R) the peracritage of hospital care, med-
18 ieal services, and nursing Home care provided t0
19 veterans in facilities of the Department and in
20 non-Department facilities and any changes in
2] siich percentages compared to the year pre-
22 ceding the year covered by the report;
23 “(F) pharmaceutical prices; and
24 “((}) third-party health billings owed to the
25 Department, including the total amount of such

FAVHLGY 201161120116.075.xml
December 1, 2015 (1:07 p.r.)
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1 'billmoq and the total amount collected by the
Department, set, forth separately for claims
oreater than $1,000 and for elaims equal to or
lesé than $1,000.

“(¢) DEFINTTTONS —In this seetion, the terms ‘hos-

2
3
4
5
6 pital care’, ‘medical services’, ‘pursing home care’, “facih-
7 ties of the Department’, and ‘nor-Department facilities’
8 havé the meanings given those terms in section 1701 of
9 this title.”.

10 . (b} CLERICAL AMENDMENT —The table of sections
11 at the beginning of chapter 73 is amended by inserting
12 after the item ielating to seetion 7 8‘3OA the following new
13 item: |

#7330B; Annual réport Gn Vetcrans Healtlr Administration and fm'ms.hmg of
~ hongpital dard; inedieal serviees, and nursing home care.’

14 SEC. 613. EXPANSION OF QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSED

15 MENTAL HEALTH COUNSELORS OF THE DE-
16 PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS TO IN-
17 CLUDE DOCTORAL DEGREES:

18 Sectiorr 7402(){11)(A) is damended by ingerting “or

19 doctoral degree” after “master’s degree”.

20 SEC. i4. MODIFICATION OF HOURS OF EMPLOYMENT FOR.

21 PHYSICIANS EMPLOYED BY THE DEPART-
22 MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.
23 Seetion T423(a) of title 38, United States Code, 18

24 armended:

AVHLCA20116Y20116.075:xml (B843759117)
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Lt

(1) by striking “(a) The hours” and inserting

“(a)(1) Except as 'provided in paragraph (2), the
hours”; and

(2) by adding at the end the. following ncéw
pal‘ﬁgraljhi

“(23(A) Upon the advance writtén request of a cov-

ered physician, the Secretary may modify the hours of em-

ployment for a physician appointed in the Administration

NI - B S N SV FC R

under any provision of this chapter on a full-time basis

—
o

to he'more or less than 80-hours in a biweekly pay period,

e
—_

subject to the requirements in subparagraph (B). For the

—
[

purpose of determining pay, -such a .physician shall be

—
N

deerned to have a biweekly schedule of 80 hours of employ-

H
B

ment.

“(B) A ph_}rsician-l with an irregular work schedule es-

— e
@ W

tablished under subparagraph (A) shall be obligated to ae-

,__‘.
-1

count’ for at Jeast 2,080 hours of employment (through

J—y
o

performance of work or use of leave or paid time off) in

H .
o

a calendar year.

ba
o

“(C) The Secretary may preseribe regulations to: im-

plement this papagraph, including regulations making ad-

[N I
[

‘Justments to address the annual hours requirement for

[

- physicians who are covered by this paragraph for only a

pOI'.tiOIl {)f a Galendal. yea‘r_._-zs".

AVHLCA 20116\ 20116.075.xml (643750117
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615. REPEAL OF COMPENSATION PANELS TO DETER-
MINE MARKET PAY FOR. PHYSICIANS AND

DENTISTS:

Section 7431(c) is-amended—

(1) by striking paragraph (4);
(2) by f-edesig,njatin_g' paragraphs (5), (6), and
(7} as paragraphs (4); (), and. (6), respectively; and
(3) in paragraph (6), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘“‘under paragraph (6)” and lnserting
“under paragraph (5)”.
616. CLARIFICATION REGARDING LIABILITY FOR.
BREACH OF AGREEMENT UNDER DEPART-
MENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS EMPLOYEE IN-
CENTIVE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.
Section 7675(b)(1)(H) is amended by striking “In the

of a participant who is o part-time student, the” and

17 1mserting “The’.

1§ SEC. 617. EXTENSION OF PERIOD FOR INCREASE IN GRAD-

19
20
21
22

UATE. MEDICAL EDUCATION RESIDENCY PO-
SITIONS AT MEDICAL FACILITIES OF THE DE:
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) INn GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 301(h)

23 of the Vetérans Access, Cholee, and Accountahility Act of

24 2014

(Public. Liaw 113~146; 38 U.8.C. 7302 note) is.

25 arnended—

I. fi\VHLG_\‘i 20'[ 184120116.075.xml
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(1) in the paragraph heading, by striking
“RrvE-YEAR” and inserting’ “PEN-YEAR"; and
(2) in. subparagraph (4), by striking “5-yoar
period” and inserting “10-year period”.
(b) RErowl-—Paragraph (3}(A) of such scction is
amended by striking “2019” und inserting “9024”,
SEC. 6i8. REPORT ON PUBLIC ACCESS: TO RESEARCH BY
DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.

(a) In GENERAL.—Not later than each of 180 days

_a,nd one year after the date of the emactment of this Act,

the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittée on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Representa-
tives a report on inereasing public access to scientific pub-
Jications and digital data from.vegcarch funded by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

(b} ELEMENTS—Each report submitted under sub-
section (2) shall include the following:

' (1) An identification of the lo¢ation dr locations
in which the public will be able to access the results
of research 'fuﬁded by the Department, whether on.
an Internet website of the Department or through
another source.

(2) A description of the progress made by the

Department i meeting public access requirements

£AVHLEY 20116\ 20116.075.xml (643759117},
December 1; 2016 (1:07 p.m.).
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1 set forth in the notice entitled “Policy and Imple-
2 mentation Plan for Public Access to Scientific Pubki-
3 eations and Digital Data from Rescarch Fanded hy
4 the Department of Veterans Affairs” (80 Fed. Reg.
5 60751), mcluding the following:
6 (A) Compliance, of Department 'iuvesti'g_a;
7 tors with requirements 1ﬁttl_at.i11g to ensuring that
8 research funded by the Department is accessible
9 by the public.
10 (B) Ensuring data .management plans of
11 the Department include provisions for long-term
12 preservation of the scientific data 1=_esu1ting'_
13. from research funded by the Department.
14 (3) An explanation of the factors used to evalu-
15 ate the merit of data management plans of research
16 tunded by the Veterans Health Administration.
17 (4) An cxplanation of the process of the De-
18 partment in effect that enables stakeholders to peti-
19 tion a change td the embargo period for a specific
20 field and the factors considered during such Process.

21 SEC. 619. AUTHORIZATION OF CERTAIN MAJOR MEDICAL

22 FACILITY PROJECTS OF THE DEPARTMENT
23 OF VETERANS AFFAIRS.
24 {a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Veterans Affairs

25 may carry Q’u‘t the following wmajor medical facility

FAVHLCV1201 161201160750 (B43759117)
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I projeets, with each project to be carried out in an amount

2 ot to exceed the amount specified for that project:

3

O e ~1 oy WU

(1) Secisniie, life safety, and utilitics upgrades

and cxpansion of elinical services in Reno, Nevada,

in-an amount hot to gxceed $213,800,000.

(2) Séismic corréctions to the mental health
and community living center in Long Bedch, Cali-
fornia, in an amount not to exceed $317,300,000.

{b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is

10 authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary of Veterans

11 Affairs for fiscal year 2017 or the year in which funds

12 are appropriated for the Construction, Major Projects, ac-

13 count $531,100,000 for the projects authorized in sub-

14 section (a).

15

(¢) LamrraTioN.—The projects authorized in sub-

16 section (a) may only be carried out using—

17 (1) tunds. appropriated for fiscal year 2ﬁ17 or
18 the. year in which funds are appropriated for the.
19 Construction, Major Projects, account pursuant to
20 thée authorization IQf appropriations in subsection (b);
21 (2) funds available for Construction, Major
22 Projects, for a fiscal year before fiscal year 2017
23 that remain available for obligation;
FAVHLOV 2011611201 16.075.xmi '{643?55_.;]1 7
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1. (3) funds available for Construction, Major
2. Projects, for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2017 that
3 remain available for obligation;
4 (4) tunds a}jpropria.tcd for Construction, Major
5 Projects, for fiseal year 2017 for a catégory of activ-
6 ity nut. specifie to 4 project; |
7 {5) funds appropriated for Construction, Major
8 Projeets, for a fiscal year béefore fiscal year 2017 for
9 a. category of activity not specific to a proj ect; and
10 (6) funds appropriated for Construction, Major
11 Projects, for a fiseal year after fiscal year 2017 for
12 a category of .actix-'ity not speeific to a project.
13 Subtitle C—Toxic Exposure
14 SEC. 631. DEFINITIONS.
15 T this subtitle:
16 | (1) ARMED FORCES—The ‘term  “Armed
17 Forees” ‘means the United States Army, Navy, Ma-
18 rine Corps, Air Foree, and Coast Guard,
19 (2) DESCENDANT —The term “descendant”
20 means, with vespect to an individual, the bitlpgical
21 ¢hild or grandehild of that individual.
22 (3) Toxrc BXPOSURE.—The term “toxic expo-
23 sure” means a condition in which .an individual in-
24 haled or mgested an :tg"eﬁt_ determined to be haz-
25 ardous to the health of the individual or the agent
[WVHLCVI201161120116.075.xml (643759117)
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1 came in contact with the skin or eyes. of the indi-.
2 vidual in a manner that eould be hazardous to the
3 health of the individual.
4 (4) VETBRAN.—The term “veteran” has the
5 1110'ani11'g" given “that term in section 101 of title 38,
6 United States Clode.
7 SEC. 632. NATIONAL ACADEMY OF MEDICINE ASSESSMENT
8 ON RESEARCH RELATING TO THE DESCEND:-
9 ANTS OF INDIVIDUALS WITH TOXIC EXPO-
10 SURE.
11 (a) IN GENERAL.—
12 (1) AGREEMENT—Not later than 180 days
13 after the daté of the enactmerit of this Act; the Sec-
14 retary of Veterans Affairs shall ‘seck to enter into a,ﬁ_
15 agrecement with the National Aeadcmy of Medieine
16 under whieh the National Academy of Mcdieine con-
17 ducts an asscssment on seicntifie rescarch relating
18 to the descendants of individué,ls with toxic expo-
19 sure. |
20 (2) ALTERNATE ORGANTZATION.—
21 (A) TN GENERAL.—If the Secretary is un-
22 able within ‘the period prescribed 10 paragraph
23 (1) to enter into an agreement described n
24 such paragraph with the National Academy of
25 Medicine on terms acceptable to the Seerctary;
FWHLEM 20116Y120116.075.xml (643758117)
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the Secretary shall séek o enter into such an
agreement with another appropriate organiza-
tion that—
(i) is not part of the Federal Govern-
ment;
(11) opérates das a not-for-profit. entity;
and
(ili) has expertise and ohjectivity com-
parable to that of the National Academy of

Medicine:

(B) TREATMENT.—If the Secretary enters
in’_ﬁ_o an agreement with another organization -as.
deseribed in subparagraply (A), any reference in-
this section to the National Academy of Medi-
cing shall he treated as a reference to the other
organization.

(b’)__ ELEMENTS.—The asscssment conducted pursn-

18 ant to the agreément entéred into under subscetion ()

19 shall include the following:

20 (1) A seientific review of the scientific literature
21 i?egarding toxicological and epidemiological research
22 on descendants of individuals with toxic exposure.
2‘3._ (2) An assessment of areas requiving further
24 scientific study relating to the déscendants of vet-
25 erans-with toxie exposure.

fAVHLG1 2071611201 16,075:xmi (643758117)
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(3) An assessment of the seope and method-

ology Tequired to conduct adequate scientific re-
search relating to. the descendants of individuals

with toxie exposure, including—

(A) the types of individuals to be studied,
mehiding veterans with toxic exposure and the
deseendants of those veterans;

'(B) the number of veterans. _?.md., descend-
ants-deseribed in subparagraph (A) to be stud-
1ed;

(C) the potential alternatives for participa-
tion in such a study, including whether it would
be necessary for participants to travel in order
to participate;

(D) the approximate atount of time and
resourees needed to prepare and conduct the re-
scarch; and

(B) the zupprdpriate. Federal agencies to
participate in the riséarch, ineluding the De-
partment of Defense and the Department of
Veterans Affairs.

(4) The establishiment of eategories; including

definitions for each such eategory, to be used n-as-
sessing the eviderice that a particular health condi-

tion 1s related to toxie exposure, sueh a8—

(54375017
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1 (A) sufficient evidence of a caunsal relation-
2 ship;
3 (B) sufficient, evidence of an association;
4 (() limited or suggestive evidenee of an as-
5 socation; |
6 (D) i.1'1é;de(111ate ur insufficient evidence to
7 determine whether-dan assouidtion ‘exists; and
8 (E) himited or snggestive evidence of 1o as-
9 sociation.
10 (5) An analysis of—
11 (A) the feasibility of comducting scientifie
12 research to address the areas that require fur-
13 ther study as deseribed under paragraph (2);
14 (B) the value and relevance of the informa-
15 tion that could result frem such scientific ro-
16 search; dnd.
17 (C) for purposes of conducting further re-
18 search, the feasibility and advisability of access-
19 ing additional information held by a Federal
20 agency that may be sensitive.
21 (6) An identification of a research entity or en-
22 tities with—
23 (A) expertise m conducting research on
24 health conditions. of descendants of individuals:
25 with toxie exposure; and
LWHLCV2011681120116.0750ml (B43759117)
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(B) an a‘bil'ity to eonduct research on those
health conditions to address areas requiring
further sci’(mti‘fid study as-deseribed wnder para-
graph (2).

(¢) REI__’-OR}'I‘-._-—'].‘hC agrecment entered into under sub-

o submit, not later than two years after entering mnto

such agreement, to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, the

2
3
4
3
6 section (a) shall require the N;Lﬁonal Academy of Medicine
7
8
9

Clommitiee on Veterans' Affairs of the Sepate, and the

10 Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House of Rep-

11 resentatives—

12 (1) the results of the assessment conducted
13 pursuant to such agreement, including such rec-
14 ommendations as the National Academy of Medicine
15 considers ‘appropriate regarding the scope and meth-
16 odology requircd to conduct adequate seientifie re-
17 search relating to the deseendants of veterans with
18 toxie exposure; and
19 (‘_2) a determination regarding whether thé re-
20 sults of such asgessmeént indicate that it is fea.gible
21 to eonduct further research 'regai‘diri'g health condi-
22 tions of descendants of veterans with toxic exposure,
23 ineluding an explanation of the basis for the deter-
24 mination.
25 (d) CERTIFICATION.—

FAVHLGN1 2011601:20116.075 xml {643759117)
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1 (1) Ix GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after
2 receiving the results of the assessment and deter-
3 niination under subseetion (¢), the Sceretary shall
4 subiit to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
5 Scnate and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of
6 the House of Representatives a 'l:e__l‘tifi(:.at_i.{)n_. of the
7 understanding of the Secrctary, based on such re-
8 sults -and determination, regarding the feasibility of
9_ conducting further research regarding health condi-
10 tions of descendants of veterans with toxic exposure
11 that i _expreséé'd by sueh results and determmation.
12. (2) BASIS FOR CERTIFICATION.—The certifi-
13 cation submitted wnder paragraph (1) shall include
14 an exp]an&ti’oh of the hasis for the certification.
15 SEC. 633. ADVISORY BOARD ON RESEARCH RELATING TO
16 HEALTH CONDITIONS 01# DESCENDANTS OF
17 "VETERANS WITH TOXIC EXPOSURE WHILE
18 SERVING IN THE ARMED FORCES.
19 (a) BESTABLISHMENT.—Unless the Seeretary of Vet~
20 erans Affairs certifies under section 632(d) that the re-

2
Ju—”

 sults of the assessment and determination under $ection

[}

632(c) indicate that it is: not feasible to conduet further

b
(%]

research regarding health conditions of descendants of vet-

o
I~

erans with toxic exposure; not later than T80 days after

A

recefving such results and determination, the Secretary

[:'\VHLC\‘I"ZOI 1'6\1_20_1_ 16.075.xml- (643759117
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1 shall establish an advisory board (in this seetion referred
2 to as the “Advismy Board”") to advise the Secretary in

3 “the sclection of a research entity or entities under section

4 634, advise such entity or entitics in conducting researcli

3 under such seetion, and advise tl'l'e'-Sc(:retaI%y with respeet

6 to the activities of such entity -or enfities under such see-
7 tion,.

8 (b) MEMBERSHIP.—

9 (1) ComposITION.—The" Secrefary, in consulta-
1) tion with the National Academy of Medicine, the Di-
11 rector of the National Institute of Environmental
12 Health Sciences, and such other heads of Federal
13 agencies as the Secretary determines appropriate—
14 (A) shall s__el-'ect not more than 13 voting
15 members of the Advisory Board, of whom—

16 (i) not less thdn two shall be mentbers

17 of organizations cxémpt from 'ta;x_a'tion
18 under section 501(¢)(19) of the Internal
19 Reverue Code of 1986;

20 (i) not less than two shall be descend--

21 ants of veferans with toxic exposure while.

22 serving as members of the Armed Forees;

23 and

24 (i) not less than seven shall be

25 Irealth. professionals, scientists, or aca-
FAVHLEAT 2011611201 16.075.xmi (643759117)
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1 dernics who are not employees of the Fed-
2 eral Government and have expertise in—

3 (T} birth defects;

4 (IT) developmental disabilitics;

5 (IT1) epigenicties;

6 (IV) public health;

7 (V) the science of environmental

3 expoéﬁre or environmental exposure
| 9 assessment;

10 (VL) the scienee of toxie sub-
11 : stances; or
12 (VII) medical and rescarch eth-
13 ies; and

14 (B) may select not more than two non-
i5 voting members who are cmployees of the Fed-
16 cral Government and who arc otherwise de-
17 ' seribed in subparagraph (A)(i).

18 | : (2) Craiik.—The Sceretary shall select a Chair
19 from -among the members of the Advisory Bourd ses
20 lected under paragraph (1)(A).

21 (3) TERMS.—

22 (A) IN GENERAL—Each member of the
23 Advisory Board shall serve a term of two ob
24 three years as determined by the Secretary.

FAWHLCM 2011611201 16:075.xm] (643759117)
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[ (B) REAPPOINTMENT.—AS the end of the
2 term of a member of the .A.dvi'sory Board, the
3 Seerctary may rescleet the memher for another
4 term, exedpt that no meniber may scrve more
5 than ftnir_ c¢onsceutive terms.
6 (¢) DuTTES.—The Advisory Board shall—
7 (1) advise the Secretary in the- selection of & Te-
8 search entity or entities to conduct. research wrider”
9 section 634 from among those identified under sec-
10 tion 632(b)(6);
11 (2) advise such entity or entities and assess the
12 activities of such entity or ‘entities in conducting
13 such research;
14 (3) dev_élop a vesearch strategy for such entity
15 or ontitics based on, but not limited to, the results
16 of the assessment conducted under seetion 632;
17 (4) advise the Scerctary with respect to the ac-
18 tivities of such entity ‘oF entities under section 634,
19 (5) submit recommendations to be included by
20 such ertity or entities in the report under section
21 634(d)(2)(Q); and
22 (6) not less frequently than semiammually, meet
23 with the Secretary and vepresentatives of suclr entity
24 or entities on the research condueted by such entity
25 or entities under section 634.
FAVHLCVI 2011612011 6:075.xml (543759117)
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(1) MBETINGS —The Advisory Board shall meet al,

the call of the Chair, hut not less freguently thin Semi-

annually.

(e) ComPENSATION.—The mambers of the Advisory

(f) ExpENsES—The Séeretary of Veterans Aftiirs

shall determine the appropriate expenses of the Advisory

- Board.

10 (1) In GENERAL—The Chair may, without re-
11 gard to the civil service laws and regulations, ap-
12 point an executive director of the Advisory Board,
13 who shall be a civilian employee of the Department
14 of Veterans Affairs, and such other personnel as
15 may he necessary to enable the Advisory Board to
16 perform its dutics. |

17 (2) APprOVAL.—The appointinent. of an exceu-
18 tive director under paragraph (1) shall be subjcet to
19 approval by the Advisory Board.

20 (3) CompExsaATION.—The. Chair may fix the
21 compensa.tion_ of the executive diréetor and othey
22 personnel without. regard to the provisions of chapter
23 51 and subchapter IIT of chapter 53 of title 5,
24 United States Code, except that the rate of pay for
25 the executive director and other personiiel may hot

FAVHLGV 201 16\120116.075.xml t6423759117)
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exceed the rate payable for level V of the Executive

Seliedule under section 5316 of such title. |
SEC. 634, RESEARCH RELATING TO HEALTH CONDITIONS

‘OF DESCENDANTS OF VETERANS WITH TOXIC
EXPOSURE WHILE SERVING IN THE ARMED
FORCES.

(a) In' GENERAL.—Unlegs the Secretary of Veteruns
Affairs certifies under section 632(Q) that the results of
the assessment and determination under section 632(c) in-
dicate that it is not feasible to conduct further research
regarding health conditions of descendants of veterans
with toxic exposure, not later than one year after receiving
such results and determination, the Secretary shall (in
consultation with the advisory hoard established under
seetion 633 (in this seetion refcrrefl to as the “Advisory
Board”)) enter inte an -agrecment vmth orne Or more re-
search entities identified under seetion 632(b)(6) (cxelud-

ing an entity of the Department of Veterans Affairs) to

conduet research on' health conditions of deseendants of

veterans with toxie exposure while serving as members of
the Armed Forces (in this section referred to as the “‘re-

search entity or entities’’).

23 {b) RESEARCH —

24 (1) IN GENERAL—To the extent included in

25 the research strategy developed by the Advisory
FAWVHLCYT1201 1611201 16.075.xml (643750(17)
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1 Board under seetion 633(c)(3), the research entity
2 or entities shall conduet researcl on health condi-
3 tions of d(-_asceﬂd%t'_s of veteérans with toxie exposure
4 while serving as members of the Armied Forees.

5 (2) STUDIES.—In condueting research nnder
6 paragraph (1}, the research entity or entities may
7 study any veteran, at the election of 'th'?-: vetevan,
8 identified under section 632(bY(3)(A) as a type of in-
9 dividual to be studied in order to conduct adequate
10 Sc_i‘entific‘ research relating to-the deseendants of vet-
11 erang with toxic exposure.
12 (3) CATEGORIZATION.—In conducting research
13 under paragraph (1), the research entity or entities
14 shall assess, 1sing the categories established under
15 scetion 632(b)(4), the extent to which a health con-
16 dition of a descendant of a veteran is related to the
17 toxic exposure. of the veteran while serving as a
18 member of the Armed Forces.

19 (¢} AVATLABILITY OF RECORDS.
20 (1) I GENERAL—The Seeretary of Defense,
21 the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, and the head of
22 each Federal agency identified under seetion
23 632(h)(3)(E) shall make available to thie research
24 entity or entities records: held by the Department of
25 Veterans Affairs, the Department of Defense, the

EAWHLCYI 201 1611201 16,075, %m _'(543'759]1 7
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1 Armed Forees, that Federal agency, or any other
2 sn‘ui-re_e under the jurisdiction of any such Federal
3 ﬁgeh@- or the Armed Forees, as appropriate, that,
4 the rescarch cntity or entities determine are nee-
5 egsary to earry out thig scetion. ..

6 (2) MECHANISM FOR ACCESS—The Secretary
7 of Veterans Affairs, the Secretary of Défense_, and
8 the head of each Federal agency identified under
9 section 632(b)}(3)(E) shall jointly establish a mecha-
10 nisin for aceess by the research entity or entities: to
11 records made available under paragraph (1).-

12 {d) ANNUAL REPORT.—

13 (1) Ix GENERAL—Not later than one year
14 after commencing the conduct of research under this-
15 section, and not later than 'Septcmher 30 each ye_af
16 thercafter, cach research cntity with which- the See-
17 retary has 'cn‘_r,ered into an agrecemcnt under sub-
18 section (a) shall, it consultation with the Aﬁvi'scj'ry
19 Board, submit to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
20 the Committee on Veterans' Affairs of the Senate,
21 and the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
22 House of Represe.ntatives a report on the forictions:
23 of such eiitity under this section during the year
24 preceding the submittal of the report.

IVHLCV1 2011641201 16:675.xm (543750117
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1 (2) BLEMENTS.—Each report submitted under
2 paragraph (1) shall inctude the f’dll_t)xxr.iii'g:

3 (A) A summary of the research efforts that
4 have heen eompleted during the. }*Cal; preccding
3 the submittal of the report and that arc .ongo-
6 ing as of the date of the submittal of the ve-
7 port:

8 (B) A deseription of any findings made
9 during such year in earrying out such research
10 efforts. |

11 () Recommendations for administrative
12 or legislative action made by the Advisory
13 Board based on such findings, which may in-
14 ._(_3111(1_‘9_.-- recommendations for further '1‘eS'e_ﬁ.l'eh-
15 under this seetion.
16 (8) UroN REQUEST —Upon the request of any
17 organization cxempt from taxation under scetion
18 501(¢)(19) of the Internal Rovenuc Code of 1986,
19 the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may transmit to

20 sueh. orgdnization a copy of a report received by the

21 Secretary under paragraph (1).

FAWHLEM 201 16v120116:076.xml
-December 1, 2016 {1:07 p.m.)

(B43759117)



FAVAIWVAIARIOMNIBUSA XML

N - T R« S O, S ~S UV S

10
i1
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

126
TITLE VII-HOMELESSNESS
MATTERS
Subtitle A—Access of Homeless
Veterans to Benefits

SEC. 701. EXPANSION OF DEFINITION OF HOMELESS VET-

ERAN FOR PURPOSES OF BENEFITS UNDER.
THE LAWS ADMINISTERED BY THE SEC-
RETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS. |
Seetion 2002 is amended—
(1) by striking “In this chapter” and insertitig
“(2) IN GEXERAL.—In this chapte_f’?’__;
(2) by striking “in section 103 () ot the MeKin-
ney-Vento Homeless . Assistance Aet (42 TU.S.C.
11302(a))” and inserting “in subseetion (a) or (b)
of section 103 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless: As--
‘sisbance Act (42 U.8.0. 11302)”; and
(2) by adding at the end the following:

“{h) VETERAN DEFI‘NED.I—I(U Notwithstanding see-

19 tion 101(2) of this title and except as provided in para-

20 graph (2), for purposcs of scetions 2'0511_,_ 2012, 2013,

21 2044, and 2061 of this title, the term ‘veteran’ means a

22 person who served in the active military, naval, or air serv-

23 dee,

regardless of length of service, and who was dis-

24 charged or released therefrom.

{AVHLOV 20116\ 20116.075:%mI (643759117}
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1 “2) For puiposes of paragraph (1), the term ‘vet-
2 eran’ excludes a p_ersmi who—
3 “(A) received & dishonerable dischiarge from the
4 Arnied Foreds; or
5 “(B) was -d-isch’ar_ged or dismissed from the
6 Armed Forces by reason of the sentence of a general
7 court-martial.”.
8 SEC.702. AUTHORIZATION TO FURNISH CERTAIN BENEFITS
9 T0 HOMELESS VETERANS WITH DISCHARGES
10 OR RELEASES UNDER OTHER THAN HONOR-
I1 ABLE CONDITIONS.
12 Section 5303(d) is amended—
13 (1) by striking “not apply to any war-risk in-
14 suranece, Governmerit (converted) or National Service
15 Life Insurance pelicy.” and inscrting the following:
16 “not, apply to the-following:
17 -"E’(_:_l) Any war-risk insurance, Government {con-
18 verted) or National Service Life Insurance policy.”;
19 and
20 (2) by adding ut the énd the following new
21 paragraph:
22 “(2) Benefits under section 2011, 2012, 2013,
23 2044, or 2061 of this title (except for benefits. for
24 ‘mdividuals discharged or dismissed from the Armed
HWHLCV 2017611201 16,075.xml (643759[17)
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1 Forces by reason of the senterice of a general court-
2 martial).”.
3 SEC. 703. WAIVER OF MINIMUM: PERIOD OF CONTINUQOUS
4 ACTIVE. DUTY IN ARMED FORCES FOR CER-
5 TAIN BENEFITS FOR HOMELESS VETERANS,
6 Section 5303A(b)(3) 1s amended—
7 (1) by redesignating subparagraphs (F) and
8 (@) as subparagraphs () and (H), respectively; and
9 {2) by inserting after subparagraph (&) the fol-
10 lowing new subparagraph (F):
11 “(FY to benefits under section 2011, 2012,
12 2013, 2044, or 2061 of this title;”.
13 SEC. 704. TRAINING OF PERSONNEL OF THE DEPARTMENT
14- OF VETERANS AFFAIRS AND GRANT RECIPI-
15 ENTS.
16 The Seerctary of Veterans Affairs shall eonduct a
17 program of training and cducation to ensure that the fol-
18 lowing persons are aware of and imiplement this title and
19 the amendimnents rade by this subtitle:
20 (1) Personnel of thé Department of Veterdns
21 Affairs who are supporting or administering a pro-
22 gram under chapter 20 of title 38, United States
23 Jode.
24 (2) Reeipients of grants or other amounts for
25 purpases of carrying out-such a program.
fAVHLCV 2011641 20116.075.xm] (643753117)
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SEC. 705. REGULATIONS.

Not later than 270 days after the date of the enaet-
ment of ths Aet, the Sepretary of Veterans Affairs shall
prescribe regulations, ineluding sueh modifications to sec-
tion 3.12 of title 38, Code of Federal Regulations {or any
successor’ regulation), as the Secretary considers appro-
priate, to ensure that the Department of Veterans Affairs
is in full éompliance with this title and the amendments
made -by-'th{is ‘subtitle.

SEC. 706. EFFECTIVE DATE.
This subtitle and the amendments made by this sub-

title shall apply +to individuals seoking benefits under chap-

ter 20 of title 38, United States Code, before, on, and

after the date of the ehactment of this Act.
Subtitle B—Other Homelessness
Matters
SEC. 711, INCREASED PER DIEM PAYMENTS FOR TRANSI-
TIONAL HOUSING ASSISTANCE THAT BE-
COMES PERMANENT HOUSING FOR HOME-

LESS VETERANS.

Section 2012(a)(2) is amended
(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (B)
through (D) as sabparagraphs (C) through (E), ve-

speetively;

[AWHLCI 2011 avzo 16.075.xml (643752117):
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(2) in subparagraph (C), as. redesignated, by
striking “‘in subparagraph (D) and inserting “in
subparagraph (1)

(3) m subparagraph (1)), as redesignated, by
striking “under - sabparagraph (B)” and inserting
“under subparagraph (C)”;

(4} in subparagraph (E), as redesignated, by
striking “in subparagraphs (B) and (C)” and insert-
ing “in subparagraphs (C) and (D)";

(5) in subparagraph {(A)—

(A) by striking “The rate’” and inserting

“Except as otherwise provided in subparagraph.

(B), the rate”; and

| (B) hy striking “ander subparagraph (B)”
and all thaf follows and inserting “under sub-
paragraph (C).”"; and

(6) by inserting after subijar‘agr‘aph (A) the fol-
lgwing new subparagraph (B):

“(B)1) Exeept as provided in elause (it), in no case

20 may the rate determined under-this paragraph exeeed the

21 rate anthorized for State homes for domiciliary care under

22 subseetion (a)(1){A} of section 1741 of this title, as the.

23 Secretary may increase from time to time under sub-

24 seation (c) of that seetion.

FAVHLGM201164120118:075.xm (843750117},
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1 “(ii) Tn the case of services furnished to a homeless
. veteran who 1s plac.ed i hiousing tliat will hecome perma-
nent housing for-the veteran upon fermination of the fur-

nishing of such services to such veteran, the maximum

2
3
4
5 rate of per diem authorized under this se¢tion is 150 per-
6 cent of the rate authorized for State homes for domieiliary
7 care nmder subsection (a)(1)(A) of section 1741 of this
8 title, as the Secretary may increase from time to timae
9 under subsection (c) of that section.”.

10 SEC. 712. PROGRAM TO IMPROVE RETENTION OF HOUSING

il BY FORMERLY HOMELESS VETERANS AND
12 | VETERANS AT RISK OF BECOMING HOME-
13 LESS.

14 (2) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—

15 (1) IN GENERAL—Subchapter: 1T of chapter 20
16 18 a.mended—-w

17 (A) by redesignating -scetion. 2013 as sce-
18, tion 2014; and

19 (B) by inserting after section 2012 the fol-
20 lowing new seetion 2013:

21 “§2013. Program to improve retention of housing by

22 formerly homeless veterans and veterans
23 at risk of becoming homeless
24 “(x) ProGrAM REQUIRED.—The Secretary shall

25 carry out a program under which the Seeretary shall pro-

FAVHLCY 201161120116.075.5ml (643759117)
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vide ‘case management serviees to improve the retention
of Bousing by veterans who were previously homeless and
arc transitioning to permancut housing and veterans who

are at, risk of beeoming homeless.

“(b) GRANTS—(1) The Sceretary shall.carry out the
program through the award of grants.

“(2)(A) In awwarding grants under paragraph (1), the
Secretary shall give priority to organizations that dem-
onstrate a capability to provide case management services

as described in subséction (a), particularly organizations

. that are suceessfully providing or have successfully pro-

vided transitional housing services nsing amounts provided
by the Secretary under sections 2012 and 2061 of this
title.

“(B) In giving priority under subparagraph ._(A)} ':t]ic
Sccrc_ta,l_y-éhall give extra priority to an erganization de-
seribed in sueh subparagraph that—.

“(1). voluntarily stops Tecelving amounts pro-
vided by the Secretary under sections 2012 and
2061 of this title; and

“(ii) converts a facility that the ‘organization
used to provide transitional housing .services into a
facility that the organization uses to provide perma-
nent, housing that meets housing guality standards

éstablished under section &(0)(8)(B) of the U_nit‘e_d

FAVHLO\1201 1611 20116.075.xm! (643750117
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States.  Housing — Act of 1937 (42 1.8.C:
1437£(0)(8)(B)).
“{(3) Tn any casc in which a facility, with respeet to
which a person received a grant. for construction, rchabili-
tation, or 'acquisitidn under seetion 2011 of this title, is

converted ag deseribed in subparagraph (B)(i), such con-

version shall be considered to have beén carvied out pursu-

ant to the needs of the D’epa-rt__l_nent and such peérson shall
not be considered in noncompliance with the terms of such
grant by reasou of such conversion.”.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The- table of sec-
tions af the beginiiing of such chapter is. amended.
by striking the item relating to section 2015 and in-
serting the following new items:

#2013, Piogram to _impl_-(_we retention of housing by forfrierly Tomeless: veterans
and veterans at m,k of becoming homeless:
#9014, Authorization of appropriations,”.

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than one year after the
date of the ena.'ctm_ént of this Act, the Secrctary of Vet-
erans Affaies shall prescribe regulations to carry out sec-
tion 2013 of such title, as added by subsection {a)(1)(B)..

(¢) REPORT.—

(-1)_ IN GENERAL —Not later than June 1,
2020, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Tor-
mittee on Veterans' Affairs of the House of Rep-

resentatives a repoit on thie: program required by

EWVHLCAE201 164120 116,075 xmi (643758117)
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section 2013 of such title, as added by subsection

(a)(1)(B).

(2} CoNTENTS:—The report suhmitted under

paragraph (1) shall include assessments of the fol-

lowing:

(A) The percentage of veterans who Tte-
ceived case management services under the pro-
gram who were able to retain permanent heus-
ing by the end of the program, disaggregated
by eachi recipient of a grant under such section.

(B) The percentage of veterans who re-
ceived case management services under the pro-
gram who were not in permanent housing at
the end of the program, disaggregated by hous-

ing status and reason for failing to retain por-

manent housing under the program.

(C) The usc by veterars, who reocecived case.

‘management services under the program, of

Thousing assistance fornished by the Department

of Veterans Affairs, including a comparison of
the nse of such a_ssi'st,-a.ncé hy such veterans be-
fore and after receiving such services:

(D) An assessment of the employment sta-
tus of veterans who received casé maiiagement

services under the. program, meluding a com-

(643759117).
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parison of thie employment status of such vet-
erans hefore and after receiving stch SCTVICES.
SEC. 713. ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL CENTER ON
HOMELESSNESS AMONG VETERANS.

(a) IN GENERAL—Subchapter VII of chapter 20 1s
amended by adding at the end the fullowing new section:
«§9067. National Center on Homelessness Among Vet-

erans

“(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) The Secretary shall establish
and operate a e\entér to earry out the funetions described
n subsection (b).

() The center established under paragraph (1)
shall be known as the ‘National Oe';n:fer on Homelessness:
Among Veterans’.

“(3) To the degree pra_c_tjiealr_ﬂe, the Seerctary shall

aperate the eenter cstablishied under paragraph (1) indc-

pendently of the other programs 6f the Department that

address homelessness among vetérans.
“h) Fuxcrions.—The functions. deseribed in this
subsection ave as follows:
(1) To carry out and promote research into
the canses and contributing factors to veteran Home-

lessness.

FAVHLGV20118V120116.075:xml (643758117)
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“(2) To assess the effectiveness of programs of
the Department to meet the needs of hameless vet-
Crans.

“(3) To identity and disseminate best practices
with regard to housing stabilization, ncome support,
emploj_mlent. assistance, community partnerships,
and snch other matters as the Secretary considers
appropriate with respect to addressing veteran
homelessness. '

“(4) To integrate evidence-based and best prac-
tices, policies, and programs into programs of the
'Depart-ment for homeless veterans and veterans. at
risk of homelessness and to ensure that the staff of
the Department and conimunity partners ean imple- "
menit such practices, policics, and progrars.

“(5) To serve as a resource center for, and pro-
mote and scek to coordinate the exchange of infor-
fation regarding, oll resédrch and training activities
¢arried out by the Department and by other Federal

and non-Federal entities with respect to veteran

Thomelessriess.””.

(h) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of _se‘ctions-

23 at the beginning of such chapter 20 is amended by nsert-

24 ing after the item relating to section 2066 the following

25 new item:

“9057. Nattional Center-on. Iloclessness Amonge Vutorans:',

FAVHLCYI20116Y120116.075.xm (643759117
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SEC. 714, REQUIREMENT FOR DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS

AFFAIRS TQ ASSESS COMPREHENSIVE SERV- |
ICE PROGRAMS FOR HOMELESS VETERANS.

{a) IN GENERAL—Not later than one year after the

date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Vet-

erans Affairs shall—

(1) assess and measure the capacity of pro-
erams for wlich entities receive grants under section
2011 of title 38, United States Code, or per diem:
pajments under section 2012 or 2061 of such title;
and

(2) assess such programs with respeet to—

(A) how well they achieve their stated
gouls at a national level;

(B) placements in permmanent housing;

{() placements in employment; and

(ID) increases in the regular income of par-

ficipants in the programs.

(b) ASSESSMENT AT NATIONAL AND LOCAL LEV-

20 rrS.—In asgessing and measuring under subsection

21 (a)(1), the Secretary shall develop and use tools to. exam-

22 ine the capacity of programs deseribed in such subsection

23 at both the national and local level in order to assess the

24 following:

f:\WHLG1201 181120116075 xmd (843758117}
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1 (1) Whether Suffieient_ capacity exists to meet

2. the needs of homeless veterans in each geographic '

3 arca.

4 (2) Whether existing eapacity meets' the needs

5 of the subpopulations of hotrcless veterans located m

6 cach g_eogl"ii.-p}ﬁt‘, ared.

7 (3) The amount of capacity that redipients of

8 erants under seetions 2011 and 2061 and per diem
9 payments under section 2012 of such title have to
10 provide services for whicki ‘the recipients are eligible
11 to receive per diem under section 2012(a)(2)(B)(i1)
12 of title 38, United States Code, as added by section
13 T11(6).

14 (c) QONSIDERATION or OTHER RESOURCES.—In as-
15‘ scssing and measuring programs under subscction (a)(1),
16 the Secrotary shall eonsider the availability to- sueh pro-
17 grams of resources made available to such programs and
18 to homeless veterans, including resources provided by the
19 Department};_oﬁf Véter'a.ns.. Affairs-and by entities other than
20 the Department.
21 {d) Ust oF INFORMATION.—The Secretary shall use
22 the information collected under this section as follows:
23 (1) To set specific goals to ensure that pro-
24 graris deseribed in subsection' (a} are effectively
25 serving the needs of homeless veterans:

fAVHLG\120116V1201716.075.xml° (643759117)
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(2) To. assess whether programs deéscribed in
subsection (a) are mmeeting goals set under para-

graph (1).

(3) To inform funding allocations for programs

deseribed in subsection (a).

(4) o inprove the referridl of homeless vet-

¢rans to programs described in-subsection (a).

(e) REPORT.—Not later than 180 duys dfter the date
on which the fclss_e_ssm'eh.t_ required. by subsection (a) is
completed, the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on
Veterans’ Affairs of the Fouse of Representatives a report
on such assessment and such recommendations for legisla-
tive and administrative action as the Secretary may have
to improve the prograims and per diem payments deseribed
mn subscetion (a).

SEC. 715. REPORT ON OUTREACH RELATING TO INCREAS-
ING THE AMOUNT OF HOUSING AVAILABLE.
TO VETERANS.

Not Tater than one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall
subwit to the Committee on Veterans' Affairs and the
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs of
the Senate and the Committes on Veterans’ Affairs and

tlie Committee on Financial Services of the House of Rep-

FAVHLOY 201164120116.075.xml (843759(17)
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et

resentatives.a report describing and assessing the outreach
conducted by the Secretary to vealtors, landlords, property
mianagement comparies, and . developers to educate them
about the housing needs of vetorans and the benefits of
having veterans as tenants.

TITLE VIII—OTHER MATTERS
SEC. 801. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS CONSTRUC-

TION REFORMS.

O e o~ N W B W N

(a) APPLICATION OF INDUSTRY STANDARDS; ASSIST-

ANCE.—Section 8103 is amended by adding at the end

et [
— [

the followinig: new subsections:

—
=9

“(f) To the maximum extent practicable, the Sec-

=
W,

retary shall use industry standards, standard designs, and

—
o+

best practices in carrying out the construction of medical

facilities.

_— =
gy

“{g) The Sceretary shall censure that each cmployee

b
~

of the Depatrtiment with 1'esponsibilit_ics, as determined by

—
oo

the Secretary, relating to the infrastricture construction

&

or alteration of medical facilities, including such constroe-

t\j.
-

tion or alteration carried out pursuant to contraets or

[
o

agreements, tndergoes a program of ongoing professional

M.
o

training and development. Such program shall be designed

I
L

to ensure that employees maintain adequate expertise re-

N
+

lating to industry standards and best practices for the ac-

Q]
o

quisition of design and construction services. The See-

fAWVHLGH 20118V 20116.075.xml (643759117)
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1 retary 111‘ay_provi_’de the program under this subsection di-
2 rteetly or thiough a contract or dgreenient with a non=Fed-

3 cral entity or with a non-Department Fedéral entity.”.

4 (b) FORENSIC AUDITS OF CERTAIN PROJECTS-
5 Subscetion (¢) of section 8104 15 amoended—

6. (1) Dy striking “Not less than 30 days” and in-

7 serting “(1) Not légs than 30 days’’; and

8 (2) by adding at the end the following new

9 paragraph:

10 “(2) The Secretary shall—

11 “(A) enter into. a contract or agreement with an
12 appropriate non-department Federal entity with the
13 ability to ¢onduet forensic andits on medical facility
14 projects for the conduct of an external forensic audit
15 of the expenditures relating to any major medical fa-
16 cility or super construction. project for which the
17 total expenditures excced. the amount requested in
18 the initial budget request for the project submitted
19 to Congress imder seetion 1105 of title 31 by'.morfe
20 than 25 percent; and
21 “{B) enter into a contract or agreement with an
22 appropriate non-departivient Federal entity with the
23 a.bili‘;.}v to conduct forensic audits on medical facility
24 projects for the conduet of an external audit of the

-FAVHLC 201 164204 16.075 xmi (643758117}
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medical center construction project in Aurora, Colo-
rado.””.

(¢} USE OF AMOUNTS FROM BID SAVINGS.—Sub-

section (d)(2)(B) of such seetion is amended—

(1) by redesignating clauscs (i) and (ii1) as
¢clauses (i) and (iv), respectively;

(9) by inserting after dause (i) the following
new-clauge (11):

“(i) Tf the major eonstruction project that is
the spurce of the bid savings 1s 11_@?5 COH"nple:té%

“I) the amb_unt already obligated by the
Department -or available in the 'proj_ect. reserve
for such project;

“(IT) the percentage of such project that
hag heen eompleted; and |

“(IT1) the amount available to the Depart-
ment to complhet'e such project.”; and
(3) in elauses (iil) and (iv), 4s redesignated by

paragraph (1), strike “amotints” and inserting “bid
savings amounts™ hoth places it appears.

(d) QUARTERLY REPORT ON SUPER CONSTRUCTION

22 PROJECTS.—

23 (1) IN GENERAL.—AtL the end of subchapter 1
24 of chapter 81 add the following new section:
FAVHLC1201161120116.075.0m (843759117)
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1 “§8120. Quarterly report on super construction
projects
“(a) QUARTERLY REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later

than 30 days after the last day of each fiscal quarter the

fairs of the Senate and IHouse of Representatives a report

2

3

4

5 Secretary shall submit to the Comimittees on Vetarans' Af-
6

7 on the super construction projects earried out by the ap-
8

propriate non-Departiient Federal entity deseribed in see-

O

tion 8103(c)(1) of this title during such quarter. Each

10 such veport shall include, for each such project—

11 “(1) the budgetary and scheduling status of the
12 project, as of the last day of the quarter covered by
13 the report; and

14 “(2) the actual cost and schedule variances of
15 the projeet, as of such day, compared to the planried
16 cost and schedules for the projeet.

17 “(b) SUPER CONSTRUCTION PROJECT DEFINED.—In

18 this seetion, the term ‘super construetion project’ has the
19 meaning given such term in section 8103(c)(3) of this

20 title.”’.

21 (2) CLERICAT: AMENDMENT.—The table of sce-
22 tions. at the bc;g"inning. of such chapter is amended
23 by adding at the end of the itéms rélating. to such
24 subcliapter the following new item:- |

“8120. Qnaitely’ veport on super construetion prejects,”™,

EWHLCA201161120116,075.xml (54375811 %)
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I SEC. 802. TECHNICAL AND CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.
Title: 38, United States Code, is amended as follows:
(1) In seetion 735(a)(5), by striking “(Public
Law 104-191)" and inserting “(Public Taw 104~

2
3
A
5 191; 42 U.8.C. 1320d-2 note)”.
6 (2) In the table of sections at the beginming of
7  chapter 17, by striking the items relating to sections
8 1710D and 1710E and inserting the. fol___loWing' new:
9 1tems:
“1710D. Traumatic brain injury: comprehensive program for long-term rehabili-
“1710E. .’Pra111n-£?tjll(:i'1é.li11 injury: nse of non-Department: facilities for véhabilita-
tion.".
10 (3) In seetion 1710(c)(1)(F), by inscrting a
11 comma. after “1953".

12 (4} In section 7412(h), by striking “under para-

13 oraph (1)” and inserting “ander subsection (4)”.
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