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Dr. Terry Adirim, M.D., M.P.H., FAAP, is the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health 
Services Policy and Oversight in the Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health 
Affairs.  In this role, she serves as the principal staff assistant and advisor to the Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Health Affairs for clinical policies and programs, including oversight of 
quality assessment/quality improvement, patient safety, and population-based health care 
management across the Military Health System (MHS).  MHS serves approximately 9.6 million 
beneficiaries worldwide. 

Dr. Adirim received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Biology from Brandeis University in Waltham, 
Mass., and earned a Doctor of Medicine degree from the Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine 
at the University of Miami. She completed pediatrics training at the Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, pediatric emergency medicine training at the Children’s National Medical Center 
(CNMC), Washington, DC, as well as sports medicine discipline at Uniform Services University of 
the Health Sciences and CNMC. 

She graduated from Harvard School of Public Health with a Master’s degree in Public Health 
and was subsequently selected as a Science and Technology Policy Fellow from the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science in 2006-2007. 

Dr. Adirim served as Senior Advisor for Science and Public Health in the Office of Health Affairs 
for the Department of Homeland Security (2006-2010), and afterwards was the Director of the 
Office of Special Health Affairs at the Health Resources and Services Administration at the 
Department of Health and Human Services (2010-2014). 

Just prior to serving in her current position, Dr. Adirim returned to Philadelphia as an attending 
physician at St. Christopher’s Hospital for Children; Professor of Pediatrics and Emergency 
Medicine at Drexel University College of Medicine, as well as Director of Academic 
Advancement in the Department of Emergency Medicine. 
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