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In an effort to reduce the disability claims backlog and speed processing times, I introduced the Faster Filing Act (H.R. 1809). The goal of the legislation is to empower veterans to choose the fastest filing option by providing them transparent information on the efficiency of Fully Developed Claims (FDCs) and the benefits of utilizing VSO services. 
This bill would require the VA to track and post the average turnaround time for veterans’ options when filing claims, from the fastest option: filing a FDC online; to the slowest option: filing an undeveloped paper claim. In addition, the bill would require VA to remind veterans that under current law, when they file an original FDC between August 6, 2013 and August 6, 2015, they are eligible to receive up to an extra year of benefits. PL 112-154, § 506. Finally, the bill would require VA to list the percentage of claims accepted when a VSO helps a veteran file; when another power of attorney helps; and when a veteran files with no help. 
The Faster Filing Act currently enjoys bipartisan and bicameral support. Twenty-six Members from both parties have cosponsored H.R. 1809, including three Members of this subcommittee and the Ranking Member. Additionally, Senators Heinrich and Heller introduced a companion bill, S. 1148. Both the IAVA and American Legion have officially endorsed H.R. 1809. VetsFirst and PVA support the bill, and DAV supports its intent but would like to see more specific data about which VSOs achieve the best results for veterans’ claims.
This legislation corresponds closely with the Fully Developed Claims Community of Practice initiative VA announced on May 21, 2013. According to VA, this program is a key part of VA’s overall transformation plan and will help ensure a veteran’s claim never reaches the backlog. VA is developing a graphic for its website that demonstrates the various stages in the claims process and clearly shows that VA can process FDCs in half the time it takes for a traditionally filed claim. Further, VA states it has collaborated with VSOs throughout the development and implementation of the FDC program, leading to more efficient and accurate results for veterans.
Given our belief that the legislation is directly in line with the FDC Community of Practice initiative, Senator Heinrich, Senator Heller, Representative Cook and I wrote to ask Secretary Shinseki and Under Secretary Hickey to adopt the substance of our bill as VA policy. 
I will continue working with VA to speed up the claims filing process, but it is important that we move H.R. 1809 forward to empower veterans to receive faster ratings on their claims. I urge all of my colleagues to support this bill.


