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Rajeev Ramchand (he/him) is codirector of the RAND Epstein Family Veterans Policy Research

Institute and a senior behavioral scientist at RAND. He studies the prevalence, prevention, and

treatment of mental health and substance use disorders in adolescents, service members and

veterans, and minority populations. He has conducted research on suicide and suicide prevention

including environmental scans of suicide prevention programs, epidemiologic studies on risk factors

for suicide, qualitative research with suicide loss survivors, systematic reviews of the role of firearm

availability, storage, and policies on suicide, and evaluations of suicide prevention programs. He has

also developed freely available tools to help organizations to evaluate their own suicide prevention

programs. In 2022, he was appointed by the Secretary of Defense to serve as a member of the

Department of Defense Suicide Prevention and Response Independent Review Committee. He

currently serves on the Executive Committee of the National Action Alliance for Suicide Prevention

and the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline LGBTQ+ Advisory Committee. He has testified on

suicide prevention before the United States Senate and House of Representatives.

In addition to his research on suicide, Ramchand studies military and veteran caregivers; the

changing legal and policy environment for psychedelic substances; the impact of disasters on

community health; and public health approaches to combatting violent extremism. He holds a Ph.D.

in psychiatric epidemiology from the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and a B.A. in

economics from the University of Chicago.
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