
117rn CONGRESS
1sr: SnssroN

gIVHLC\041 221\041 221 .079.xm1

April 12,2021 (1:32 p.m.)

[-116r{82 16]

(Original Signature of Member)

H.R. Ln8
To direct the Secletary of Veterans Affairs to ca,rry out a Natir,'e !'etSuccess

at Tribal Colleges and flniversities Pilot Program.

IN THE I{OUSE OF' REPRESENTATTVES

NIr. Gelr,pco introduced ref'erred to the
Committee on

A BILL
To direet the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to carry out

a Native VetSuccess at Tribal Colleges and Universities

Pilot Program.

I Re it enacted, by the Senate and, Ilouse of Representa-

2 t'iues of the Ilnited, StatJr of Ame,r,ica in Congress o,ssenxbled,

3 sEcrroN r. sHoRT TrrLE.

4 This Act may be cited as the "Native VetSuccess at

5 Tribal Colleges and llniversities Pilot Program Act".
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1 snc. z. NATTvE vETsuccnss AT TRTBAL coLLEGEs AND

2 ttNTt/ERsrrrEs Prl,or PRocRAM.

3 (a) Ix GpNnrur,.-Not later than 18 months after

4 the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of

5 Veterans Affairs shall carry out a five-year pilot program,

6 to be known as the "Native VetSuceess at Tribal Colleges

7 and Ilniversities Pilot Program". flnder such pilot pro-

8 gram the Seerctary shall-

9 (1) identit' three regional Native VetSuccess

10 service areas consisting of at least two participating

1l Tribal colleges or universities;

12 (2) assigrr to each regional Native VetSuccess

13 service area a VetSuccess on Campus counselor and

14 a full-time Vet Center outreach coordinator, both of

15 u'hom shall be based on one or more of the partici-

16 pating Tribal colleges or universities in the service

17 area; and

18 (3) provide for eligible students at such partici-

19 pating colleges and universities with all services for

20 u'hich such students would be eligible under the

2l VetSuccess on Campus program of the f)epartment

22 of Veterans Affairs

23 (b) El,,rcrBl,E SruDENrs.-For purposes of the pilot

24 program, an eligible student is a student who is a veteran,

25 member of the Armed Forces, or dependent of a veteran

26 or member of the Armed Forces who is eligible fbr any
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I service or benefit under the VetSuccess on Campus pro-

2 gram of the Department.

3 (c) Coxsut,rArroN RnqurnnlrnNr.-In developing

4 the pilot program under this section, the Secretary, acting

5 through the Veteran Readiness and Employment Program

6 of the f)epartment of Veterans Affairs and in coordination

7 with the Office of Tribal Government Relations of the De-

8 partment, shall consult with Indian tribes, Tribal organi-

9 zations, and veterans service orgaurzations r.egarding each

10 of the following:

11 (1) The desigr of the pilot program.

12 (2) The selection of the three regional Native

13 VetSuccess ser"v'ice areas and participating Tribal

14 colleges and universities, taking into consideration-

15 (A) the number of eligible students en-

16 rolled in the college or university and in the re-

17 gional sen'ice area;

18 (B) the capacity of the colleges and univer-

19 sities in the regional serviee area to aeeommo-

20 date a full-time VetSuccess on Oampus coun-

2L selor and a full-time Vet Center outreach coor-

22 dinator;

23 (C) the lack of information available at the

24 colleges and universities in the regional service

25 area about and lack of access to benefits and
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I services under the laws administered by the

2 Secretary; and

3 (D) any other factor that the Secretary or

4 the Indian tribes, Tribal organizations, and vet-

5 erans service orgarizations identifi'as relevant.

6 (3) The most effective rvay to provide culturally

7 competent outreach and services to eligible students

8 at Tribal colleges and universities.

9 (d) OurnEACr{ To CoLI,EGES AND UNrvERsrrrES.-

10 The Secretary sliall provide notice of the pilot program

11 to all Tribal colleges and universities and encourage all

12 Tribal colleges and universities to coordinate with each

13 other to create regional service areas to participate in the

14 pilot program.

15 (e) BnmnrNcs AND Rnponrs.-

16 (1) Illpl,nlrnNrArroN BRTEFTNG.-NoI later

17 than one year after the date of the enactment of this

18 Act, the Secretary shall provide for the Committee

19 on Veterans' Affairs and the Committee on Natural

20 Resources of the House of Representatives and the

2l Committee on Veterans' Affairs and the Committee

22 on Indian Affairs of the Senate a briefing on-
23 (A) the design, structure, and objectives of

24 the pilot program; and
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(B) the three regional Native Vet Suecess

seryice areas and the Tribal colleges and uni-

versities selected for participation in the pilot

program and the reason for the selection of

such service areas anrl such colleges ancl univer-

sities.

(2) Rnronr.-Not later than four years after

the date on r,vhich the Secretary establishes the pilot

program, the Secretary shall submit to such Com-

mittees a report on the pilot program. Such report

shall include each of the following:

(A) Thc number of eligible students pro-

vided serv'ices through the pilot program.

(B) The types of services that eligible stu-

dents received through the pilot program.

(C) The graduation rate of eligible stu-

dents who recei'r'ed services through the pilot

program.

(D) The rate of employment rvithin one

year of graduation for eligible students who re-

ceived sen'ices through the pilot program.

(E) Feedback from each Tribal college or

university that participated in the pilot pro-

gr&m, including on the regional nature of the

progTam.
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(F) Analysis of the feasibility of expanding

a regionally based Native VetSuccess at Tribal

Colleges and lJniversities Program, including an

explanation of the challenges of such a model

clue to issues with distance, eommunication, and

coordination, and to the level of unmet services.

(G) A detailed legislative proposal regard-

ing a long-term extension of the pilot program,

including a budget, if the Secretary determines

that such an extension is appropriate.

(f) DnrrxIrIoNS.-In this section:

(1) The term "Tribal college or university" has

the meaning given such term under section 316 of

the Higher Edueation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.

1059c).

(2) The term "tribal organization" has the

meaning given that term in section 4 of the Indian

Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act

(25 U.S.C. 450b).

(3) The term "culturally competent" means

considerate of the unique values, customs, traditions,

cultures, and languages of Native American vet-

erans.

(78507913)


