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H. R. \5to
To direct the Secretarl. of Veterans Affairs to subrnit to Congress a rcport' on the use of I'idco calneras for patient safety and larv enforcernent

at medical centers of the Department of Veterans Affairs.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESEI{TATTVES

ML tl0tsnt?{ introduced the following bill; which uas referred to the
Conirnittee o" Vl.ltff,n(r AffAln

A BILL
To direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to submit to

Congress a report on the use of video cameras for patient

safety and law enforcement at medical centers of the

Department of Veterans Affairs.

I Be it enacted by the Senate und House of ReTtresenta-

2 tiues of the Un'ited, States of America ,in Congress assembled,,

3 sncrroN r. sHoRT TrrLE.

4 This Aet may be cited as the "Veterans' Camera Re-

5 porting Act" or the "VCR Act".

(79401s13)
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1 snc. 2. REpoRT oN usE oF cAMERAs AT MEDTcAL cEN-

2 TERs oF THE DEPARTMEI\TT oF vETERANS

3 AFFATRs.

4 (a) Rnponr Rnqurnno.-Not later than one )/ear

5 after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary

6 of Veterans Affairs, in collaboration with the Office of Op-

7 erations, Security, and Preparedness of the Department

8 of Veterans Affairs, the Veterans Health Administration,

g and the Office of Constmction ancl Facilities Management

10 of the Department, shall submit to the committee on vet-

11 erans' Affairs of the Senate and the Committee on Vet-

12 erans' Affairs of the House of Representatives a report

13 analyzing the policies, use, and maintenance of cameras

14 deployed by the Department for patient safety and law

15 enforcement at medical centers of the Department.

16 (b) EmunNrs.-The report required by subseetion

17 (a) shall iuclude the fbllou,ing:

18 (1) A comprehensive review of the policies and

lg procedures of the Department regarding the use and

20 maintenance of cameras at medical centers of the

2I Department with respect to the fbllowing:

22 (A) Patient safety, including-

23 (i) an analysis of how cameras are

24 used to monitor staff and patients;

25 (ii) an analysis of the specific units

26 within medical centers in rvhich the use of

gIVHLC\030121\030121.237.xm1 (7940151s)
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cameras is prioritized to protect patient

safety;

(iii) an analysis of the procedures re-

garding the positioning of cameras; and

(iv) an arralysis of the extent to rvhich

cameras monitor looations where drugs are

stored to ensure that drugs are ,accounted

for, and an assessment of whether that is

a widely used practice.

(B) Law errforcement, including-

(i) how exterior eameras are used;

(ii) how interior cameras ar.e used;

atrd

(iii) an analysis of loeations, interior

and exterior, in which use of cameras is

prioritized.

(2) Recommendations of the Secretary to im-

prove patient safety and larv enforcement, includ-

ing-
(A) the placement and maintenance of

cameras at medical centers of the Department;

(B) the storage of data from such camerasl

(C) the authority of supervisors at medical

centers of the Department to revierv reeordings

from such eameras;

(7e4015t3)
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I (D) the number of staff required to mon:

2 itor live footage from such cameras at each

3 medical center of the Department;

4 (E) the funding necessary to address

5 shortfalls with respect to the use of such cam-

6 eras and the speeific uses for such funding; and

7 (F) such other matters as the Secretary

8 determines appropriate.

9 (c) Ceunna DnnrNno.-In this section, the term

10 "camera" means any rrideo camera used at a medical cerr-

11 ter of the Department of Veterans Affairs for purposes

12 of patient safety or law enforcement.

(79401513)


