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116tn CONGIf,ESS
2o SnssroN H. R. qL41

(Original Signaturc of Mcrnbcr)

To make certain improvements relating to the transition of individuals to
services from the Department of Veterans Affairs, suicide prevention
for veterans, and care and services for women veterans, and for other
purposes.

IN TFIE I{OUSE OF REPRESENTATTVES

ffn[ TeicOm introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on

A BILL
To make certain improvements relating to the transition

of individuals to services from the Department of Vet-

erans Affairs, suicide prevention for veterans, and care

and services for women veterans, and for other purposes.

I Be it enacted, by thn Senate and, I-Iouse oJ' Representa-

2 tiaes of th,e United, States of America in Congress assembled,,

3 sEcrroN 1. sHoRT TrrLE; TABLE oF coNTnrvfs.

4 (a) Snonr Tmr,n.-This Act may be cited as the

5 "Veterans Comprehensive Prevention, Aecess to Care, and
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1 Treatment Act of 2020" or the "Veterans COMPACT Act

2 of2020".

3 (b) Tenln oF CoNrENrs.-The table of contents for

4 this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table ofcontents.

TITIIE I-IMPROVI]MNNT OF' TII,ANSITION OF INDIVIDUAIS TO
SEITVICES I'ROM DIIPAITTMI]NT OF VT]TERANS AFFAIRS

Sec. 101. Piklt program on infbrmation sharing betrveen Department of Vet-
erans AfTairs and designated rclatives and friends of veterans
regarding assistance and benefits available to the veterans.

Sec. 102. Annual report on Solid Start program of Department of Veterans Af'-
f'air.s.

TITI-]E II-SUICIDE PREVENTION

Sec. 201. I)epartment of Veterans Afl'airs provision of emergent suicide care.
Sec. 202. llducation program for family members and caregivers of veterans

rvith mental health disorders.
Sec. 203. Interagency Task l'orce on Outdoor Recreation for Veterans.
Sec. 204.'Cbntact of certain veterans to encourage receipt of comprehensive

medical examinations.
Sec. 205. Police crisis interrrention training of Department of Veterans Affairs.

TITI,I] III-IMPII,OVEMENT OF CARE AND SER\TICI]S FOR, WOMT]N
VI]TERANS

Sec. 301. Gap analysis of Department of Veterans AfTairs progr"ams that pro-
vide assistance to women veterans rvho are homeless.

Sec. 302. Ileport on locations rvhere rvomen veterans are using health care f'rom
Department of Veterans Afl'airs.
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1 TITLE I_IMPRO\IEMENT OF
2 TRANSITION OF INDTVIDUALS
3 TO SERVICES FROM DEPART.
4 MENT OF \MTERANS AFFAIRS
5 snc. 101. prt,or pRocRAM oN TNFoRMATToN srHRrNG BE-

6 TwEEN DEPARTMENI oF VETERANs AFFNRs

7 AND DESIGNATED RELI\TIvEs AND FRIENDS

8 OF VETERANS REGARDING ASSISTANcE AND

9 BENEFITS AvNI,ABLE To THE vETERANS.

10 (a) Ptlor Pnocnerr Rneurnpn.-

11 (1) Ix cENERAr,.-Not later than one year

72 after the date of the cnactment of this Act, the Sec-

13 retary of Veterans Affairs shall eommence carrying

74 out a pilot program-

15 (A) to encourage members of the Armed

16 Forces who are transitioning from service in the

17 Armed Forces to civilian life, before separating

18 from such service, to designate up to 10 per-

19 sons to whom information regarding the assist-

20 ance and benefits available to the veterans

2l under laws administered by the Secretary shall

22 be disseminated using the contact information

23 obtained under paragraph (7); and

24 (B) provides such persons, within 30 days

25 after the date on which such persons are des-
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1 ignated under subparagraph (A), the option to

2 elect to receive such information.

3 (2) DunarloN.-The Secretary shall carry out

4 the pilot program during a period beginning on the

5 date of the commencement of the pilot program that

6 is not less than two years.

7 (3) DrssnMINArIoN.-The Secretary shall dis-

8 seminate information described in paragraph (1)(A)

9 under the pilot program no less than quarterly.

10 (4) Tvens oF INFoRMATIoN.-The types of in-

11 formation to be disseminated under the pilot pro-

12 gram to persons who elect to receive such informa-

13 tion shall include infrlrmation regarding the fol-

14 lowing:

15 (A) Services and benefits offered to vet-

16 erans and their family members by the Depart-

L7 ment of Veterans Affairs.

18 (B) Challenges and stresses that might ac-

19 company transitioning from service in the

20 Armed Forces to civilian life.

2I (C) Services available to veterans and their

22 family members to cope with the experiences

23 and challenges of service in the Armed Forces

24 and transition from such service to civilian life.
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1 (D) Services available through community

2 partner organizations to suppoft veterans and

3 their family members.

4 (E) Services available through Federal,

5 State, and local government agencies to support

6 veterans and their familv members.

7 (F) 'Ihe environmental health registry pro-

8 gram, hcalth and wellness programs, and re-

g sources for preventing and managing diseases

10 and illnesses.

11 (G) A toll-free telephone number through

12 which such persons who elect to receive infor-

13 mation under the pilot program may request in-

14 formation regarding the program.

15 (H) Such other matters as the Secretary,

16 in consultation with members of the Armed

L7 Forces and such persons who elect to receive in-

18 . formation under the pilot program, determines

19 to be appropriate.

20 (5) Pnrvlcy oF rNFoRMArroN.-In carrying

2L out the pilot program, the Secretary may not dis-

22 seminate information under paragraph (4) in viola-

23 tion of laws and regulations pertaining to the pri-

24 vacy of members of the Armed Forces, including re-

25 quirements pursuant to-
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1 (A) section 552a of title 5, United States

2 Code; and

3 (B) the llealth Insurance Portability and

4 Accountability Act of 1996 (Public I-,,aw 104-

5 1e1).

6 (6) NottcE AND MoDIFICATIoNS.-In carrying

7 out the pilot program, the Secretary shall, with re-

8 spect to a veteran-

9 (A) ensure that such veteran is notified of

10 the ability to modiSr designations made by such

11 veteran under paragraph (1)(A); and

L2 (B) upon the request of a veteran, author-

13 ize such veteran to modifir such designations at

14 any time.

15 (7) Coxrlcr rNFoRMArroN.-In making a des-

16 ignation under the pilot program, a veteran shall

I7 provide necessary contact information, specifically

18 including an email address, to facilitate the dissemi-

D nation of information regarding the assistance and

20 benefits available to the veteran under laws adminis-

2l tered by the Secretary.

22 (8) Opr-rx AND opr-our oF prl/or pRo-

23 cRA-\{.-

24 (A) Opr-rN By MEMBERS.-A veteran may

25 participate in the pilot program only if the vet-
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1 eran voluntarily elects to partieipate in the pro-

2 gram. A veteran seeking to make such an elec-

3 tion shall make such election in a manner, and

4 by including such information, as the Secretary

5 shall speciff for purposes of the pilot program.

6 (B) Opr-rx BY DESTGNATED RECTPT-

7 ENTS.-A person designated pursuant to para-

8 graph (1)(A) may receive information under the

9 pilot program only if the person makes the elec-

10 tion described in paragraph (1)(B).

11 (C) Opr-our.-In carrying out thc pilot

12 program, the Secretary shall, with respect to a

13 person who has elected to receive information

L4 under such pilot program, cease disseminating

15 such information to that person upon request of

16 such person.

n ft) Sunvny AND Rnponr oN Prr=,or Pnocneu.-

18 (1) Sunvnv.-

19 (A) Ix GENERAL/.-Not later than one year

20 after the date of the commencement of the pilot

2l program and not less frequently than once each

22 year thereafter for the duration of the pilot pro-

23 gram, the Secretary shall administer a survey

24 to persons who ever elected to receive informa-

25 tion under the pilot program for the purpose of
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1 receiving feedback regarding the quality of in-

2 formation disseminated under this section.

3 (B) trll,nunxrs.-Each survey conducted

4 under subparagraph (A) shall include solicita-

5 tion of the following:

6 (i) Feedback on thc following:

7 (I) The nature of information

8 disseminated under the pilot program.

9 (II) Satisfaction with the pilot

10 program.

11 ([I) The utility of the pilot pro-

12 gram.

13 (fD Overall pilot program sue-

14 eesses and challenges.

15 (ii) Recommendations for improving

16 the pilot program.

l7 (iii) Reasons for opting in or out of

18 the pilot program.

19 (iv) Such other feedback or matters as

20 the Secretary considers appropriate.

2I (2) Rneonr.-

22 (A) Ix GENERATT.-Not later than three

23 years after the date on which the pilot program

24 commences, the Secretary shall submit to the

25 Committees on Veterans' Affairs of the Flouse
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1 of Representatives and the Senate a final report

2 on the pilot program.

3 (B) Coxrnxts.-The report submitted

4 under subparagraph (A) shall include the fol-

5 lowing:

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

t3

T4

15

t6

17

18

19

20

2l

22

23

g:WHLC\091 420\091 420.267.xm1
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(i) The results of the survey adminis-

tered under paragraph (1).

(ii) The number of participants en-

rolled in the pilot program who are vet-

erans.

(iii) The number of persons des-

ignated under subsection (a) (1) (A).

(iv) The number of such persons who

opted in or out of the pilot program under

subsection (a)(8).

(v) The average period such persons

remained in the pilot program.

(vi) An assessment of the feasibility

and advisability of making the pilot pro-

gram permancnt.

(vii) Identification of legislative or ad-

ministrative action that may be necessary

if the pilot program is made permanent.
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1 (viii) A plan to expand the pilot pro-

2 gram if the pilot program is made perma-

3 nent.

4 (ix) If the Secretary finds under

5 clause (vi) that making the pilot program

6 permanent is not feasible or advisable, a

7 justification for such finding.

8 sncrroN 102. ANNUAL REpoRT oN solrD srART pRocRAM

9 oF DEPARTMENT oF vETERANs AFFNRS.

10 (a) RnpoRrs REeurRED.-Not later than 180 days

11 afber the date of the enactment of this Act, and annually

12 thereafter for a period of five years, the Secretary of Vet-

13 erans Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Veterans'

14 Affairs of the Senatc and House of Representatives a re-

15 port on the Solid Start program of the Department of Vet-

16 erans Affairs.

I7 (b) ElnuENrS.-Each report under subsection (a)

18 shall include the following:

19 (1) With respect to each veteran called or

20 emailed under the Solid Start program:

2l (A) The Armed Force of the veteran.

22 (B) Age.

23 (C) Gender.

24 (D) Whether the veteran rcsponded to the

25 call or email.
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1 (E) Whether the call or email resulted in

2 a call to the Veterans Crisis Line established

3 pursuant to section 1720F (h) of title 38,

4 United States Code.

5 (F) Whether the call or email resulted in

6 a referral to-
7 (i) compensation and pension deter-

8 mination;

g (ii) enrollment in the patient enroll-

10 ment system of the Department; or

11 (iii) any other program or benefit

12 under the laws administered by the Sec-

13 retary.

14 (2) Any change to the Solid Start program im-

15 plemented by the Secretary since the date of the pre-

L6 vious such report.

17 (c) PnourBrrloN oN PERSoNAT,Lv Innxrrnrl.Br,n IN-

18 FoRMATIox.-No report under subsection (a) may contain

19 any personally identifiable information regarding a vet-

20 eran.

g:WHLC\091 420\091 420.267.xm1
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1 TITLE II-SUICIDE PRE\TENTION
2 sEC. 201. DEpARTMET\rI oF VETERANS AFFATRS pRovrsroN

3 oF EMERGENT surcrDr cARE.

4 (a) Ix Gnxnru,r,.-Subchapter II of chapter \7 of

5 title 38, United States Code, is amended by adding at the

6 end the following new section:

7 "$ 1720J. Emergent suicide care

8 "(a) FunxrsnrNe oR PAvMENT FoR trlunncnxr Sur-

9 cIDE CARp.-Pursuant to this section, the Secretary shall

10 furnish or pay for emergent suicide care to an eligible indi-

11 vidual at a medical facility of the Department or at a non-

12 Department facility.

13 "(b) Itrr,rclBrr,rry.-An individual is eligible for emer-

L4 gent suicide care under this section if the individual is in

15 an acute suicidal crisis and is either of the following:

16 "(1) A veteran.

17 "(2) An individual described in section 1720I(b)

18 of this title.

19 "(c) Ppnroo oF CARE.-(1) Emergent suicide care

20 furnished under this section shall be furnished to an eligi-

21 ble individual-

22 "(A) through inpatient or crisis residential care,

23 for a period not to exceed 30 days; or

g:WHLC\O91 420\091 420.267.xm1
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| " (B) if care under subparagraph (A) is unavail-

2 able, as outpatient care for a period not to excecd

3 90 days.

4 "(2) If, upon the expiration of a period under para-

5 graph (1), the Secretary determincs that thc eligible indi-

6 vidual remains in an acute suicidal crisis, the Secretary

7 may extend such period as the Secretary determines ap-

8 propriate.

9 "(d) OuTREACI{.-During any period when an eligi-

10 ble individual is receiving emergent suicide care furnished

11 under this section, the Secretary shall-

12 "(1) ensure that-
13 "(A) in the ease of an eligible individual

14 referred to a medical facility of the Department

15 by the Veterans Crisis Line, the Veterans Crisis

16 Line notifies thc Suicide Prevention Coordi-

17 nator;

18 "(B) in the case of an eligible individual

19 who presents at a medical facility of the De-

20 partment in an acute suicidal crisis without a

2I referral by the Veterans Crisis Line, the Sec-

22 retary notifies the Suicide Prevention Coordi-

23 nator;

24 "(C) in the case of an eligible individual

25 referred to a non-Department facility by the

g:WH LC\091 420\091 420.267.xm1
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1 Veterans Crisis Line, the Veterans Crisis Line

2 notifies the Suicide Prevention Coordinator and

3 the Office of Community Care at the Depart-

4 ment facility located nearest to the eligible indi-

5 vidual; and

6 "(D) in the case of an eligible individual

7 who presents at a non-Department facility in an

8 acute suicidal crisis without a referral by the

9 Veterans Crisis Line-

10 "(i) the individual (or someone acting

11 on the behalf of the indMdual) notifies the

12 Secretary within seven days of the begin-

13 ning of the episode of care for such emer-

14 gent suicide care; and

15 "(ii) the Secretary notifies the Suicide

16 Prevention Coordinator and the Office of

17 Community Care at the medical facility of

18 the Department located nearest to the eli-

19 gible individual;

20 "(2) determine the eligibility of the eligible indi-

2I vidual for other programs and benefits under the

22 laws administered by the Secretary; and

23 "(3) make referrals for care follo*ing the pe-

24 riod of such emergent suicide care, as the Secretary

25 determines appropriate.

g:WH LC\091 420\091 420.267.xm1
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1 "(e) PnoururloN oN CI{ARGE.-(l) If the Secretary

2 furnishes or pays for emergent suicide care to an eligible

3 individual, the Secr etary-

4 "(A) may not charge the eligible individual for

5 any cost of such emergent suicide care; and

6 "(B) shall pay for any costs of emergency

7 transportation to a facility for such emergent suicide

8 care.

9 "(2) In addition to the requirements of paragraph

10 (1), if the Secretary pays for emergent suicide care to an

11 eligible individual at a non-Department facility, the Sec-

12 retaryshall-

13 "(A) reimburse the facility for the reasonable

14 value of such emergent suicide care; and

15 "(B) ensure that such facility, or any health

t6 care provider working at such facility, does not

17 charge the eligible individual for such emcrgent sui-

18 cide care.

19 "(3) In the case of an eligible indMdual who receives

20 emergent suicide care under this section and who is enti-

2I tled to emergent suicide care (or pa;rment for emergent

22 suicide care) under a health-plan contract, the Secretary

23 may recover the eosts of such emergency suicide care pro-

24 vided under this section.

g:WHLC\091 420\091 420.267.xm1
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1 "(4) In carrying out subsection (d)(1)(D), the Sec-

2 retary may not charge an eligible individual for any cost

3 of emergont suicide care furnished under this section sole-

4 Iy by reason of the Seeretary not having been notified of

5 such care pursuant to such subsection.

6 "(f) Arxuar, Rnponr.-Not less than once each

7 year, the Secretary shall submit to the Committees on Vet-

8 erans' Affairs of the Senate and the l-Iouse of Representa-

9 tives a report on emergent suicide care furnished or paid

10 for under this section. Each such report shall include, for

11 the year covered bythe report-

12 "(1) the number of eligible indMduals who re-

13 ceivcd cmergent suicide care under this section;

L4 "(2) demographic information regarding eligible

15 individuals described in paragraph (1);

16 "(3) the types of care furnished or paid for this

17 section; and

18 "(4) the total cost of furnishing and paying for

19 emergent suicide care under this section.

20 "(g) DnrrNITroNS.-In this section:

2I "(1) The term 'acute suicidal crisis' means that

22 an individual was determined to be at imminent risk

23 of self-harm by a trained crisis responder or health

24 care provider.

g:WHLC\091 420\091 420.267.xm1
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I "(2) The term 'crisis residential care' means

2 crisis stabilization care provided-

3 "(A) on a residential basis; and

4 "(B) in a facility other than a hospital.

5 "(3) The term 'crisis stabilization care' means,

6 with respect to an individual in acute suicidal crisis,

7 care that ensures, to the extent practicable, imme-

8 diate safety snfl psdusss-

9 '(A) the severity of distress;

10 "(B) the need, for urgent care; or

11 "(C) the likelihood that the distress under

12 subparagraph (A) or need under subparagraph

13 (B) wilt increase during the transfer of that in-

14 dividual from a facility at which the individual

15 has received. care for that acute suicidal crisis.

16 "(4) The term 'emergent suicide care' means

I7 crisis stabilization services provided to an eligible in-

18 dividual-

lg '(A) pursuant to a referral of the eligible

20 indMdual from the Veterans Crisis Line; or

2l "(B) who presents at a medical facility in

22 an acute suicidal crisis.

23 "(5) The term 'health-plan contract' has the

24 meaning given such term in section 1,725 of this

25 title.

s:WHLC\091 420\091 420.267.xm1
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7 " (6) The term 'Veterans Crisis Line' means the

2 hotline under section 1720I'(h) of this title.".

3 (b) CInnTcAL AMENDMENT.-The table of sections

4 at the beginning of such chapter is amended by inserting

5 after the item relation to section 1720I the following new

6 item:

"l720J. Emergent suicide care.".

7 (c) Enrncrrvn DATn.-The Secretary shall furnish

8 or pay for emergent suicide care under section I720J of

9 title 38, United States Code, as added by subsection (a),

10 beginning on the date that is 180 days after the date of

11 the enactment of this Act.

12 sEc. 202. EDUcATToN pRocR"aM FoR FAMTLy MEMBERS

13 AND cAREcrvERs oF vETERANS wrrH MEN-

14 TAL HEALTH DrsoRDERs.

15 (a) EsraeLISHMENr.-Not later than 270 days aft,er

16 the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of

17 Veterans Affairs shall establish an education program (in

18 this section referred to as the "education program") for

D the education and training of caregivers and family mem-

20 bers of eligible veterans with mental health disorders.

2l (b) EoucerroN Pnocnau.-

22 (1) Ix GENERAL.-Under the education pro-

23 gram, the Secretary shall provide a eourse of edu-

24 cation to caregivers and family members of eligible

g:WHLC\091 420\091 420.267.xm1
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1 veterans on matters relating to coping with mental

2 health disorders in veterans.

3 (2) Dunr.TIoN.-The Secretary shall carry out

4 the education program during the four-year period

5 beginning on the date of the commencement of the

6 education program.

7 (3) Scopn.-

8 (A) CannGr\rERS.-The Secretary, with re-

9 spect to the component of the education pro-

l0 gram that rclatcs to the education and training

11 of caregivers, shall-

12 (i) include such component in the

13 training provided pursuant to the program

14 of comprehensivc assistance for family

15 caregivers of the Department of Veterans

16 Affairs established under section 1720G of

17 title 38, United States Code; and

18 (ii) make such component available on

19 the Internet website of the Department

20 that relates to caregiver training.

2l (B) Felrrr,y MEMBERS.-The Secretary

22 shall carry out the component of the education

23 program that relates to the education and

24 training of family members (who are not care-

g:WH LC\091 420\091 420.267.xm1
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1 givers) at facilities of the Department as fol-

2 lows:

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

t2

T3

L4

15

I6

I7

18

19

20

2I

22

23

24

25

gIVHLC\091 420\091 420.267.xm1
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(i) Not less than five medical centers

of the Department.

(ii) I{ot less than five clinics of the

Department.

(iii) Not less than five Vet Centers (as

defined in section 1712A(h) of title 38,

United States Code).

(C) Sor,rcrrLuoN oF ApprrrcATroNS.-In

selecting locations pursuant to subparagraph

(ts), the Secretary shall solicit applications from

eligible facilities of the Department that are in-

terested in carrying out the education program.

(D) CoxsrnnnerroNs.-In selecting loca-

tions pursuant to subparagraph (B), the Soc-

retary shall consider the feasibility and advis-

ability of selecting locations in the following

areas

(i) Rural areas.

(ii) Areas that are not in close prox-

imity to an active duty installation.

(iii) Areas in different geographic lo-

cations.

(4) Coxrnacrs.-

(77548511 6)
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1 (A) Ix GENERAI,.-In carrying out the

2 education program, the Secretary shall enter

3 into contracts with qualified entities described

4 in subparagraph (B) to offer the course of edu-

5 cation described in paragraph (5) to family

6 members and caregivers of eligible veterans and

7 covered veterans.

8 (B) Qunl,rrrnn ENTITv DESCRTBEI.-A

9 qualified entity described in this subparagraph

10 is a non-profit entity with experience in mental

11 health education and outreach, including work

12 with children, teens, and young adults, that-
13 (i) uses high quality, relevant, and

14 age-appropriate information in cducational

15 programming, materials, and coursework,

16 including such programming, materials,

17 and coursework for children, teens, and

18 young adults; and

19 (ii) works with agencies, departments,

20 nonprofit mental health organizations,

2I early childhood educators, and mental

22 health providers to develop educational

23 programming, materials, and coursework.

24 (C) PntonITY.-In entering into contracts

25 under this paragraph, the Secretary shall give
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1 priority to qualified entities that have dem-

2 onstrated cultural competence in serving mili-

3 tary and veteran populations, and, to the extent

4 practicable, use internet technology for the de-

5 livery of course content in an effort to expand

6 the availability of support services, especially in

7 rural areas.

8 (5) CounsE oF EDUCATIoN DESCRISno.-The

9 course of education described in this paragraph shall

10 consist of curriculum that includes the following:

11 (A) General education on different mental

12 health disorders, including information to im-

13 prove understanding of the experiences of indi-

14 viduals suffering from such disorders.

15 (ts) Techniques for handling crisis situa-

16 tions and administering mental health first aid

17 to individuals suffering from a mental health

18 disorder.

lg (C) Techniques for coping with the stress

20 of living with an individual suffering from a

21 mental health disorder.

22 (D) Information on additional services

23 available for family members and caregivers

24 through the Department or community organi-
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I zations and providers related to mental health

2 disorders.

3 (E) Such other matters as the Secretary

4 considers appropriate.

5 (c) SunvsYS.-

6 (1) Ix GENERAI.-The Secretary shall conduct

7 a comprehensive survey of the satisfaction of individ-

8 uals that have participated in the course of edu-

9 cation deseribed in subsection (b)(5). Such suruey

10 shall include a solicitation of fecdback on the fol-

11 lowing:

12 (A) The general satisfaction of those indi-

13 viduals with the education and assistance pro-

14 vided under the education program.

15 (ts) The perceived effectiveness of the edu-

16 cation program in providing education and as-

l7 sistance that is useful for those indMduals.

18 (C) The applicability of the education pro-

19 gram to the issues faced by those individuals.

20 (D) Such other matters as the Secretary

21 considers appropriate.

22 (2) Compu.,.q.rroN oF rr{FoRMATroN.:The in-

23 formation compiled as a result of the sun/eys con-

24 ducted under paragraph (1) shall be-
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1 (A) disaggregated by facility type at which

2 the education program was carried out; and

3 (B) includcd in the annual reports under

4 subsection (d)(1).

5 (d) Rnponrs.-

6 (1) ArxuAL REPoRrs.-

7 (A) Ix cENERAL.-NoI later than one year

8 after the date of the commencement of the edu-

g cation program and not latcr than September

10 30 each year thereafter until 2024, the Sec-

11 retary shall submit to thc Committee on Vet-

12 erans' Affairs of the Senate and the Committee

13 on Veterans' Affairs of the House of Represent-

14 atives a report on-
15 (i) the education program; and

76 (ii) the feasibility and advisability of

l7 expanding the education program to in-

18 clude the establishment of a peer support

19 program composed of individuals who com-

20 plete the education program (in this sec-

2l tion referred to as a "peer support pro-

22 gram" ).

23 (B) Er,niunxrs.-Each report submitted

24 under subparagraph (A) shall include the fol-

25 lowing:
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1 (i) The number of individuals that

2 participated in the course of education de-

3 scribed in subsection (b)(5) during the

4 year preceding the submission of the re-

5 port.

6 (ii) A detailed analysis of the surveys

7 onducted under subsection (c) with re-

8 spect to the individuals described in clause

e (i).

10 (iii) Any plans for expansion of the

11 education program.

12 (iv) An analysis of the feasibility and

13 advisability of establishing a peer support

14 program.

15 (v) The interim findings and conclu-

16 sions of the Secretary with respect to the

11 success of the education program and the

18 feasibility and advisability of establishing a

19 peer support program.

20 (2) tr'rxal REPoRr.-

21 (A) Ix cENERAI.-NoI later than one year

22 afler the completion of the education program,

23 the, Secretary shall submit to the Committees

24 on Veterans' Affairs of the House of Represent-

25 atives and the Senate a final report on the fea-
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1 sibility and advisability of continuing the edu-

2 cation program.

3 (B) Elnlrnxrs.-The final report under

4 subparagraph (A) shall include the following:

5 (i) A detailed analysis of the surveys

6 conducted under subsection (c).

7 (ii) An analysis of the feasibility and

8 advisability of continuing the education

9 program without entering into contracts

10 for the course of education described in

11 subsection (b)(5).

12 (iii) An analysis of the feasibility and

13 advisability of expanding the education

14 program.

15 (iv) An analysis of the feasibility and

L6 advisability of establishing a peer support

l7 program.

18 (e) MomroRING oF PRoGRA,M.-The Secretary shall

lg select mental health care providers of the Department to

20 monitor the progress of the instruction provided under the

2L education program.

22 (f) DnnrxrrroNs.-In this section:

23 (1) The term "eligible veteran" means a vet-

24 eran who is enrriled in the health care system estab-
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1 lished under section 1705(a) of title 38, United

2 States Code.

3 (2) The terms "caregiver" and "family mem-

4 ber" have the meaning given those terms in section

5 1720G(d) of title 38, United States Code.

6 sEc. 208. INTERAGENcy rAsK FoRcE oN ourDoon REcRE-

7 ATroN FoR vETERANS.

8 (a) EsraeL,rsHMENT.-Not later than 18 months

9 aft,er the date on which the national emergency declared

10 by the President pursuant to thc National Emergencies

11 Act (50 U.S.C. 1601 et seq.) with respect to the

12 Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-l9) expires, the Sec-

13 retary of Veterans Affairs shall establish a task force to

L4 be known as the "'I'ask l'orce on Outdoor Recreation for

15 Veterans" (in this section referred to as the "Task

16 Force").

17 (b) ColtposrrroN.-The Task Force shall be com-

18 posed of the following members or their designees:

L9 (1) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

20 (2) The Secretary of the Interior.

2I (3) The Secretary of Flealth and Iluman Serv-

22 ices.

23 (4) The Secretary of Agriculture.

24 (5) The Secretary of Defense.

25 (6) The Secretary of Ilomeland Security.
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1 (7) The Chief of the A"*y Corps of Engineers.

2 (8) At least two representatives from organiza-

3 tions recognized by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs

4 under section 5902 of title 38, United Statcs Code.

5 (9) Any other member that the Secretary of

6 Veterans Affairs determines to be appropriate.

7 (c) CnempERSoNS.-The Secretary of Veterans Af-

8 fairs and the Secretary of the Interior shall serve as co-

9 chairpersons of the Task Force (in this section referred

10 to as the "Chairpersons").

11 (d) Durrps.-

12 (1) Tasr< Foncn.-The duties of the Task

13 Force shall be-
14 (A) to identifi' opportunities to formalize

15 coordination between the Department of Vet-

16 erans Affairs, public land agencies, and partner

17 organizations regarding the use of public lands

18 and other outdoor spaces for facilitating health

19 and wellness for veterans;

20 (B) to identifir barriers that exist to pro-

2I viding veterans with opportunities to augment

22 the delivery of services for health and wellness

23 through the use of outdoor recreation on public

24 lands and other outdoor spaces; and
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1 (C) to dcvelop reeommendations to better

2 facilitate the use of public lands and other out-

3 door spaccs for promoting wellness and facili-

4 tating the delivery of health care and thera-

5 peutic interventions for veterans.

6 (2) Coxsur,rArloN.-The Task Force shall

7 carry out the duties under paragraph (1) in con-

8 sultation with appropriate veterans outdoor recre-

9 ation groups.

10 (e) Rnponrs.-

11 (1) PnnlrMrNARy RDpoRT.-Not later than one

12 year afler the date on which the Task Force is es-

13 tablished, the Chairpersons shall submit to Congress

14 a report on the preliminary findings of the Task

15 Force.

16 (2) Frual REpoRT.-Not later than one year

I7 after the date of the submission of the preliminary

18 report under paragraph (1), the Chairpersons shall

19 submit to Congress a report on the findings of the

20 Task Force, which shall include the recommenda-

2I tions developed under subsection (d)(1)(C).

22 (f) DunauoN.-The Task Force shall terminate on

23 the date that is one year after the date of the submission

24 of the final report in subsection (e)(2).
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1 (g) NoxepplrcABrrrrry . oF l'nnnnAl Anusonv

2 CouurrrEE Acr.-The Federal Advisory Committee Act

3 (5 U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to the Task li'orce.

4 (h) DnrrxrrroNs.-In this section:

5 (1) The term "public lands" means any rec-

6 reational lands under the jurisdiction of the l'ederal

7 Government or a State or local government.

8 (2) The term "veteran" means an individual

9 who is-
10 (A) a veteran, as such term is defined in

11 section 101 of title 38, United States Code; or

12 (B) an eligible individual under section

13 1720I(b) of title 38.

14 snc. 204. cor{TAcr oF cERTNN vETER"aNs ro ENCoUR-

15 AGE REcErpr oF coMpREHENsrvE MEDTcAL

16 ExAMrNATroNs.

l7 (a) Nortcn.-Not later than g0 days after the date

18 of the enactment of this Act, the Under Secretary of

19 Health of the Department of Veterans Affairs shall seek

20 to contact each covered veteran by mail, telephone, or

2l email to encourage each covered veteran to receive medical

22 examinations including the following:

23 (1) A comprehensive physical examination.

24 (2) A comprehensive mental health examina-

25 tion.
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1 (3) A comprehensive eye examination if the cov-

2 ered veteran has not received such an examination

3 in the year immediately preceding the date of such

4 examination.

5 (4) A comprehensive audiological examination if

6 the covered veteran has not received such an exam-

7 ination in the year immediately preccding the date

8 of such examination.

g (b) ErurtrNArIoNS.-

10 (1) Va HEAr-,TH cARE FACILTTIES.-If a cov-

11 ered veteran elects to receive more than one exam-

12 ination described in subsection (a) at a health care

13 facility of the Dcpartment of Veterans Affairs, the

14 lJnder Secretary of Flealth shall seek to furnish all

15 such scheduled examinations on the same day.

16 (2) CouuuNITy cARn.-Pursuant to subsection

17 (d) or (e) of section 1703 of title 38, United States

18 Code, a covered veteran may receive an examination

19 described in subsection (a) from a health care pro-

20 vider described in subsection (c) of that seetion.

2I (c) TnaxsPoRrArroN.-

22 (1) Bnxnnrcr,tnv rRAVEr, pRoGRAM.-purgu-

23 ant to section 111 of title 38, United States Code,

24 the Secretary of Veterans Affairs may pay for a

25 rural covered veteran to travel to a health care facil-
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1 ity to receive an examination described in subsection

2 (a).

3 (2) SnurrL,E SERVICn.-The Under Secretary

4 of I-Iealth shall seek to enter into agreements with

5 non-profit organizations to provide shuttle service to

6 rural covered veterans for examinations described in

7 subsection (a).

8 (d) Rnponr REeurRnn.-Not later than 18 months

9 aft,er the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary

10 of Veterans Affairs shall submit to Congress a report re-

11 garding how many covered veterans scheduled examina-

12 tions descrihed in subsection (a) aft,er receiving a letter,

13 telephone call, or email under that subsection.

14 (e) DnnwrrIoNS.-In this section:

15 (1) The term "covered veteran" means a vet-

16 s13n \4/tr6-

17 (A) is enrolled in the patient enrollment

18 system of the Department of Veterans Affairs

19 under section 1705 of title 38, Ilnited States

20 Code; and

2l (B) has not rcceived health care furnished

22 or paid for by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs

23 during the two years immediately preceding the

24 date in subsection (a)(1).
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I (2) The term "rural covered veteran" means a

2 coverod ysf,srsn-

3 (A) who lives in aL area serued by the Of-

4 fice of Rural Flealth of the I)epartment of Vet-

5 erans Affairs; and

6 (B) whom the Under Secretary of I{ealth

7 determines requires assistance to travel to a

8 health care facility to receive an examination

g described in subsection (a).

10 (3) The term "veteran" has the meaning given

11 that term in section 101 of title 38, United States

12 Code.

13 snc.20b. pol,rcn cRrsrs NIERVENTToN TRATMNG oF DE-

14 pARTMErvr oF vETERANS AFFNRs.

15 (a) Tnarxrxc.-The Secretary of Veterans Affairs

16 shall provide to Department police officers an annual

17 training on the prevention of suicide among the population

18 served by the Department police officers.

L9 (b) CunnrculuM.-In carrying out subsection (a),

20 the Secretary shall update any similar training provided

2I before the date of the enactment of this Act to ensure that

22 the curriculum for the training addresses, at a minimum,

23 the following:

24 (1) Effective behavioral science procedures for

25 suicide prevention and risk mitigation.
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1 (2) Crisis intervention and de-escalation skills,

2 including through the use of interactive training.

3 (3) Information about mental health and sub-

4 stance abuse disorders.

5 (4) Information about local law enforcement

6 crisis intervention teams and other resources fbr vet-

7 erans experiencing mental health crises available by

8 the Department of Veterans Affairs, other elements

g of the Federal Government, and the community in

10 which the police officers serve.

11 (c) CoxsuLTATroN.-The Secretary shall ensure that

12 the annual training provided to Department police officers

13 at a medical facility of the Department under subsection

14 (a) is provided in consultation with law enforcement train-

15 ing accreditation organizations and the mental health ex-

16 perts at such facility.

I7 (d) Pr,nx oN Couuuxmy PanrxnnsHrps.-The

18 Secretary shall ensure that each police force of a facility

19 of the Department develops a plan to enter into partner-

20 ships with-
2t (1) local community mental health organiza-

22 tions and experts, local community veterans organi-

23 zations, and Iocal community criminal justice organi-

24 zations and experts; and
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1 (2) local police departments, including by facili-

2 tating the sharing of training resources with crisis

3 intervention teams of the local police departments.

4 (e) Rnponr.-Not later than one year after the date

5 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit

6 to the Committees on Veterans' Affairs of the House of

7 Representatives and the Senate a report on the annual

8 training under subsection (a), including-

9 (1) a description of the curriculum of such

t0 training;

11 (2) with respect to the year preceding the date

12 of the report-

13 (A) the number of facilities of the Depart-

14 ment that conducted such training;

15 (B) the number of Department police offi-

16 cers who received such training; and

17 (C) any barriers to ensuring that each De-

18 partment police officer receives such training;

19 (3) any recommendations to address the bar-

20 riers identified under paragraph (2)(C); and

2I (4) the number of facilities of the Department

22 that have entered, into partnerships pursuant to sub-

23 section (d).

24 (f) DnpenrunNT PorrrcE Ornrcnn Dnr,rxno.-In

25 this section, the term "Department police officer" means
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1 an employee of the Department of Veterans Affairs speci-

2 fied in section 902(a) of title 38, United States Code.

3 TITLE III-IMPRO\TEMENT OF
4 CARE AI\D SERVICES FOR
5 WOMEN\IETERANS
6 sEc. 801. cAp ANALysrs oF DEpARTMENT oF VETER^aNS

7 AFFNRs pRocRAMs rrrAT pRovrDE Assrsr-

8 ANcE To woMEN vETERANs wHo An,E HoME-

g LEss.

10 (a) Arar,ySIS.-The Secretary of Veterans Affairs

11 shall complete an analysis of programs of the Department

12 of Veterans Affairs that provide assistance to women vet-

L3 erans who are homeless or preeariously housed to identifir

14 the areas in which such programs are failing to meet the

15 needs of sueh women.

16 (b) Il,nponr.-Not later than 270 days af'ter the date

17 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit

18 to the Committecs on Veterans' Affairs of the House of

19 Representatives and the Senate a report on the analysis

20 completed under subsection (a).

2l snc. 802. REpoRT oN LocATroNS wHERE woMEN vET-

22 ERANS ARE UsING HEALTH cARE FRoM DE.

23 PARTMENT oF VETERANS AFFAIRs.

24 (a) Rnpont.-Not later than 90 days after the date

25 of the enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter, the
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1 Seeretary of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Commit-

2 tees on Veterans' Affairs of the llouse of Representatives

3 and the Senate a report on the use by women veterans

4 of health care from the Department of Veterans Affairs.

5 (b) ElnuENTS.-Each report required by subsection

6 (a) shall include the following information:

7 (1) The number of women veterans who reside

8 in each State.

g (2) The number of women veterans in each

10 State who are enrolled in the patient enrollment sys-

11 tem of the Department under section 1705 of title

12 38, United States Code.

13 (3) Of the women veterans who are so enrolled,

14 the number who have received health care under the

15 laws administered by the Secretary at least one time

L6 during the one-year period preceding the submission

17 of the report.

18 (4) The number of women veterans who have

19 been seen at each medical facility of the Department

20 during such year, disaggregated by facility.

2l (5) 'Ihe number of appointments that women

22 veterans have had at a medical facility of the De-

23 partment during such year, disaggregated by-
24 (A) facility; and

25 (B) appointments for-
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1 (i) primary care;

2 (ii) specialty care; and

3 (iii) mental health care.

4 (6) For each appointment type specified in

5 paragraph (5)(B), the number of appointments com-

6 pleted in-person and the number of appointments

7 completed through the use of telehealth.

8 (7) If known, an identification of the medical

9 facility of the Department in each Veterans Inte-

10 grated Service Network with the largest rate of in-

11 crease in patient population of women veterans as

12 measured by the increase in unique women veteran

13 patient use.

L4 (8) If known, an identification of the medical

15 facility of the Department in each Veterans Inte-

L6 grated Service Network with the largest rate of de-

17 crease in patient population of women veterans as

18 measured by the decrease in unique women veterans

19 patient use.
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