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'Io rlircct the Secretary of Yeterarrs AfTairs to retluce the baelilog of r.erluests
for ittfotrnabion nrarlc 1o tlre Dcparl.menl. of \rcttrlarrs r\ffair.s lnu.suflnt
to section 552 of title 5, unitecl states corlcr, ancl fot othtr.pnryoses.

Ii{ TFIE IJOUSE OF REPRESENTATT\,IES

Juxn 11,2020
Mr. OrsNnnos (fbl himself and Mr'. Rosn of Ne,rn'York) i1trofllcefl tfie
follo'vring bill; u'hich was leferred to thc Committee on veterans' Affairs

A BILL
To direct the Secretary of vcterans Affnirs to recluce the

backlog of requests for infbrmation macle to the Depart-
ment of Yeterans Affairs pursuant to section bbz of
title 5, United States Code, and fbr other. puryoses.

I Be it enucted b,y the Sen,att ond Hortse rf Repr.esenta-

2 tir:6 sf llLe (Jn'ited, stutes o.f Americu, in congress ussembled,,

3 sncrroN 1. sHoRT TrrLE.

4 This Act m&;r bg citecl as the "VA FOIA Refbrm Act

5 of 2020".

6 snc. 2. REDUcrroN oF BACKLoc oF cERTATN REeItEsrs

7 FoR rNT'oRMATroN.

8 (a) RnntrcrroN oF R.,\cr{rrocs.-



2

1 (1) FOIA.-By not latcr than thr.ec. )re&rs erf'ter.

2 the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary

3 of Veterans AfTairs shall recluce the backlog of

4 FOIA r.equests by 75 per.cent.

5 (2) Oprrcn oF spECrAr, corrNSETr.-B;, not

6 later than three )'ears after the date of the enact-

1 mcnt of this Act, thc Seo.ctary shall reclucc the

I backlog of Special Counsel recluests by /5 percent.

9 (b) Pnor(rrn'E Dlscr,oslrHns.-Olr an ongoing basis,

10 the Secretary shall rletermine the documents, r.ecorcls, and

11 informertion of the Department of Veterans Af1airs that

12 arc thc t51les of clocnments, rccortls, ancl information of

13 thc Dcpartment that thc seg'ctarv clcterrnincs ar.e fi.e-

14 quently requested and provicled pursuant to section 5b2

15 of title 5, IJnitccl States Cocle. The Secretary shall regu:

16 lnt'ly make such clocuments, rercords, and information pub-

17 licly' available, irrcluding by publishing such clocuments,

18 records, and information on thc internet website of the

lg Departmcnt.

20 (c) Coupr,rANCE AssBssunxr.-The Secretary shall

2l recprest the Director of the Office of Government Infbrma-

22 tion Sen'ices of the National A'chives ancl Recorcls Achnin-

23 istration to concluct an assessment of the compliance by

24 thc Department of veterans Affairs l'ith section bb2 of

25 title 5, {Inited States Code.
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(d) RneoRrs.-

(1) Ixmr.\Tr Rnponr.-Not later theur 180 d"rls

after the clate of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-

retarv shall submit to the Committees on Veterans'

Affairs oflthe lfouse of Representati'v-es ancl the Sen-

ate a report on implementing subsections (a) and

(b). The report shall inclucle the follorving:

(A) A plan for such implementation.

(B) Ar analysis of the root causes of the

backlog of FOIA requests and the backlog of

Special Counsel requests.

(C) A plan to impror,'e and acquirc tech-

nologl', including with respect to searching

email and other electronic infbrmertion, ancl the

timelines for such improvement, to ensure that

the infbmtation technologv of the Departrnent

of Veterans Affairs is capable of carrying out

such plan.

(D) Identification of efficient proceclures,

policies, ancl systems of the Department that

could be der.elopecl to allow employees of the

Departrnent responsible for replying to rccluests

under section 552 of title 5, United States

Cocle, to search ancl revierv clocuments rather

than other ernplo-vees of the Dcrpartmernt.
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(E) Idcntification of the documents ancl in-

formation that will be made publicly available

unclcr subsection (b) ancl itlentification of the

10 most fi'equentlv r.equested t1tes of docu-

ments, records, or inforrnation.

(F) Recommenclations with respect to anl'

aclditional rcsources or legislativc action thc

Secretary cletenlines necessary for sueh imple-

mcrrtation

(2) AxNUAL R,ET,oRTS.-Dur.ing the thrce-year.

period fbllowing the date of the enactment of this

Act, thc Sccretarv shall snbrnit to the Committccs

on Veterans' Affhirs of thc House of Representatirres

ancl the Senate annual reports on irnplementing sub-

sections (a) and (b).

(3) Ptrer,rcmrox.-The Sccr.etary sherll make

publicly available on the internet rvebsite of the De-

partment the reports uncler paragraphs (1) and (2)

by not later than 30 da;'s after the clate on u'hich

the Seeretary submits the reports to the Committees

on Veterans' Affairs of the Ilouse of Representatirrcs

ancl the Senate.

(e) DnrrxrrroNs.-In this section:

(1) The term "baeklog of F'OIA requests"

means the number of rerquc'sts, as reported by thc

rHR 7163 IH



1

2

Ĵ
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Secrctary of Veterans Affairs to thcr Attor.nc.v Gen-

eral in the Annual FOIA Report fbr F iscal Year

2079, macle by inclivicluals to the Sccretarv pursuant

to section 552 of title 5, Ilnited Stertes Cotle, for.

clocumqnts or infbnrrertion that the Secreterry has not

ftilfilled or providcd a resltorrse to the inclMclual.

(2) The terrn "bercklog of Spceial Counsel r.e-

quests" means the number of' requests, as deter-

minccl by the Secretarv of \reterans Affairs by not

later than 90 days after the datc of the enactment

of this r\ct, made b5, the Special Courrsel to the Sec-

retary pursuant to chapter 12 of part II of title 5,

Ilnited States Code, fbr documents or infbrmation

that tlre Secretary has not ftilfilled or provided a re-

sponse to the Officc of Special Counsel.

o
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